
“Zealous for His Glory” 

(John 2:17) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re continuing our series on the characteristics of usefulness – 

what must be true of us if we are to be useful to the Lord.  Last time, we 

considered the importance of having our hearts fixed on heaven.   

a.  This is one aspect of holiness:  to separate our hearts from this world to fix 

them on heaven.   

b.  To be like foreigners living in a foreign land that yearn to be home.   

c.  To be as Paul, who would much rather depart and be with Christ, because 

that is very much better (Phil. 1:23).   

d.  If we don’t really want to be in heaven with Christ, then we’re spiritually 

weak, we’ve become spiritually dull, we’ve lost our main motivation to push 

forward.   

e.  We need to rekindle or regain this desire before we’ll be useful to the Lord.   

 

2.  We saw that we can by considering:   

a.  Our Lord commands us to seek after heaven, “Therefore if you have been 

raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the 

things that are on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God.  When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with Him in glory” (Col. 3:1-4).   

b.  That this world is worthless compared to heaven:  there is more joy and 

happiness, there we will never grow old or have to leave, we will never be in 

want of any good thing, there are better things to do, and there is far better 

company – the Father, the Son, the Spirit, the angels, the spirits of righteous 

men and women made perfect.   

c.  If our hearts are in heaven, we’ll be more useful here, since we’ll be willing 

to give up whatever we need to, including our lives, to do the Lord’s will.   

d.  Death can be frightening, but the fact that heaven is on the other side makes 

it much easier to bear.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider something else that will make us useful to the Lord:  

zeal.   

2.  We’ll look at three things:   

a.  What zeal is.   

b.  How to recognize ungodly zeal.   

c.  And how to know godly zeal.   

 

II.  Sermon.   
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A.  Let’s consider first, what zeal is.   

1.  Zeal is a fruit of the Spirit.   

a.  Every good thing in us is produced by the Spirit.   

b.  He is the grace in us that makes us burn with holy zeal.   

 

2.  More specifically, zeal is the outworking of love.   

a.  Watson believes zeal is really two things, two affections mixed together:  

love and hatred – love for God and hatred of sin.   

b.  He’s right that it’s both; but wrong in that this is one affection and not two:  

to love God is to hate sin.   

c.  Zeal is love.   

(i)  Not just any love, not a weak love.   

(ii)  It’s a burning love that heats all the affections.   

 

d.  John said that Jesus would come to baptize with the Spirit and with fire – He 

would put the holy heat of His love in our hearts; He would make us zealous 

for Him.   

e.  Paul writes, “Christ Jesus . . . gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 

lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 

zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:13-14).   

f.  This is what the Spirit creates – He puts love in our hearts to make us zealous 

for God’s honor, truth and worship.   

 

3.  It shouldn’t surprise us then when we see that zeal is pleasing to the Lord.   

a.  Phinehas pleased the Lord when he stood up for His honor, “Then the LORD 

spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was 

jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of 

Israel in My jealousy.  Therefore say, “Behold, I give him My covenant of 

peace; and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant of a 

perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made 

atonement for the sons of Israel”’” (Num. 25:10-13).   

b.  The Father was pleased when Jesus cast those who dishonored Him out of 

His Temple (John 2:17).   

c.  If we are zealous, we will please Him as well.   

 

B.  But we need to be careful – not all zeal is good.  There is another kind that can 

come from other affections that aren’t necessarily holy.  How can we tell the 

difference?   

1.  We can know that our zeal is not a godly, spiritual zeal when it stands opposed 

to God’s truth.   

a.  The Jews were zealous; even for God, but their zeal was not pleasing to Him 

because it was contrary to His will.   

b.  Paul writes, “For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in 

accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about God's righteousness and 
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seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the 

righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:2-3).   

c.  They were zealous for the Law – not in the sense of keeping it to show the 

Lord their thankfulness for saving them through His Son, but they were 

zealously trying to keep it to justify themselves.   

d.  They were also zealous for their traditions, so much so that it often trumped 

God’s truth.   

(i)  They were more concerned to make sure their cups were clean than their 

hearts.   

(ii)  Their zeal came from strong affections, but not godly affections, not 

love.   

 

2.  We can know our zeal isn’t spiritual when it’s directed at our own glory (self-

love), rather than the Lord’s.   

a.  Herod was very zealous when he made that powerful speech that won over 

those who were offended.   

b.  Pope Leo X was zealous to build St. Peter’s in Rome during the time of 

Luther through the sale of indulgences.   

c.  There were many during Henry VIII’s break with Rome that were zealous to 

tear down the abbeys.   

d.  Many today on Christian TV appear to be zealous for Christ.   

e.  But how many of these were/are zealous for Christ’s glory?   

f.  They were seeking only their own; their zeal wasn’t/isn’t spiritual.    

 

3.  We can know our zeal isn’t spiritual when it’s fueled by anger, rather than love.   

a.  James and John in their concern for Christ’s honor wanted to call down fire 

from heaven to consume the town that rejected Him.   

b.  But Jesus rebuked them for their vindictive and destructive spirit, “You do 

not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to 

destroy men’s lives, but to save them” (Luke 9:55-56).   

c.  Godly zeal seeks to reclaim men’s lives, not to destroy them.   

 

C.  On the contrary, we can know that our zeal is godly when:   

1.  We’re jealous for God’s truth.   

a.  When we hear things taught in His name that are contrary to His truth, we 

will be offended, especially if it contradicts the Gospel, as Paul said to the 

Galatians, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called 

you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; 

only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of 

Christ.  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 

gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As 

we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a 

gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!  For am I now 

seeking the favor of men, or of God?  Or am I striving to please men?  If I 

were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ” (Gal. 

1:6-10).   
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b.  The teaching of the JWs will offend us, that of the Mormons, and all other 

false religion, that of liberalism, and of anything that compromises the 

Gospel, because it is offensive to God.   

c.  We can know we have a godly zeal when our heart is that of the psalmist, 

“My zeal has consumed me, because my adversaries have forgotten Your 

words.  Your word is very pure, therefore Your servant loves it” (Psalm 

119:139-140).   

d.  This doesn’t mean we’ll jump on everyone who disagrees with us.   

(i)  In things within the bounds of orthodoxy, we will be gracious.   

(ii)  But in those that threaten the Gospel, we will stand firmly against it.   

 

2.  We can know our zeal is godly when we’re jealous for His honor.   

a.  We won’t care so much what happens to us, as long as the Lord is honored.   

(i)  When Paul was on his way to Jerusalem, the Spirit testified to him in 

every city he went that bonds and afflictions were waiting for him there 

(Acts 20:22-23).   

(ii)  When Agabus took his belt and prophesied that its owner would be 

bound at Jerusalem and delivered into the hands of the Gentiles, Luke and 

the church at Caesarea begged him not to go.  But he replied, “What are 

you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?  For I am ready not only to be 

bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 

21:13).   

(iii)  His heart was bound to Christ – he could do nothing else but endure the 

things that would honor Him.   

 

b.  When we’re willing to do the same, we can know we have a spiritual zeal.   

c.  The kind of zeal the Lord wants us to have, the kind that will make us useful, 

comes not from hatred, or self-glory, or error, but from love towards God, 

His glory, and His truth.   

 

3.  And we can know our zeal is godly when we persevere in these to the end of our 

lives.   

a.  Our zeal may grow weaker or stronger.   

b.  But it’s something we’ll never lose, because we will never lose the Spirit 

who creates it.   

 

4.  Is it possible to be too zealous?  Can we be too heavenly-minded to be any 

earthly good?  Not when it comes to a true spiritual zeal.   

a.  Jesus’ meat and drink was to do His Father’s will, because of His love for 

Him.  Was He of no earthly good?   

b.  There were those who thought Athenasius was foolish when he zealously 

preached against the Arian heresy.  Today, he is reckoned a hero of the faith.   

c.  Jesus tells us that if we are to enter the kingdom of heaven, we must be like 

violent men taking a kingdom by force (Matt. 11:11).   

d.  Moderation doesn’t apply here.   
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(i)  If we are to be found in the lists of the godly, we must strive to be more 

zealous (Heb. 11).   

(ii)  Remember what Jesus told the Laodiceans, “I know your deeds, that you 

are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you 

are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth” 

(Rev. 3:15-16).   

(iii)  He would rather we were cold to Him than lukewarm.  But He would 

much rather we be hot.   

(iv)  We can’t love Him too much.   

 

5.  What are you zealous for?   

a.  We’re often too excited about the things of the world, but cold when it comes 

to worship.   

b.  We’re zealous of earthly gain, but indifferent to the things of heaven.   

c.  Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 

6:21).   

 

6.  What do you have to lose by being zealous?   

a.  We may lose the friendship of some and make enemies of others, but God 

will be our friend and He will repay us.   

b.  Heaven is worth it; to see God is worth it.   

c.  Don’t forget, Jesus was zealous for us.   

(i)  He sweat blood, He endured His Father’s wrath on the cross.   

(ii)  He was zealous for your redemption – can’t you find any zeal in your 

hearts for Him?   

(iii)  Let’s think about this as we prepare to come to the Table.   

(iv)  If we see that we have fallen short of what His love calls us to, let’s be 

ready to repent and seek to renew our love and zeal for Him here.  Amen.   
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