
 

“Thy Will Be Done” 
(Matthew 6:10) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  If there is one thing about Christianity that turns people off more than 
anything else, it is the fact that it requires obedience -- not partial obedience, for most 
people can put up with this, but absolute obedience, absolute obedience to the sovereign 
Lord of Creation.  This goes against the grain of their sinful heart.  They don’t like their 
freedoms to be encroached upon.  People do not like to submit.  Just take a look at the 
average child to see how much he struggles against obeying his parents.  If you don’t see 
this struggle in your children, perhaps you have been blessed with compliant children.  
On the other hand, it may be because you’re not requiring them to do anything they don’t 
want to do.  No one likes other people to tell him what to do.  Everyone wants to be his or 
her own person.  It also doesn’t matter if you tell them that it is a great blessing to serve 
Christ.  To those who are unconverted, it isn’t a blessing, because they don’t like to do 
the things which Christ commands.  They are in rebellion against Him, and it is not until 
they lay aside their rebellion and surrender to Christ that they will ever be saved.  But this 
is exactly what Jesus is teaching us that we should pray for in the third petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer.  The first thing He told us to ask when we pray was that all men would 
treat God as holy.  The second thing was that His kingdom would come in power.  The 
next thing He teaches us to pray for is that  
 
  Everyone would do what God commands.   
 
I.  First, I think we will better understand what Jesus is saying here if we look at the 

different ways that the word “will” is used in the Bible.   
A.  There are two ways the word is used, when it is used of God’s will:  It is used of 

His decretive will and His preceptive will.   
1.  To put it even more simply we say that God has a secret plan that He is carrying 

out in the world, and that He also has laws that He commands everyone to keep.   
2.  Now His secret will is what we call His decree.   

a.  Our Confession explains His decree in this way, “God, from all eternity, did, 
by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will freely, and unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass” (3.1).   

b.  This is what Paul is talking about where he writes to the Ephesians, “In Him 
also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” (1:10-11).   

c.  The “counsel of His will” is the plan that God made before He created all 
things.  And this is what He is working out.  Whatever has happened in this 
world, is happening or will happen, it is a part of God’s decretive will.   

d.  And the reason why it is secret is because God has not told us what it is He is 
going to do.  We don’t know what’s going to happen from one day to the 
next, unless already God revealed it to us through His prophets.  We know 
what His plan is once it has come to pass, but before it happens, we can’t 
possibly know what will take place.   
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3.  His preceptive will, on the other hand, is His will of command.   

a.  This is something which He doesn’t keep secret, because He wants us to 
know what it is He wants for us to do.   

b.  He has even given to us a handy summary of this will in the Ten 
Commandments.  Virtually everything that is our duty is included in them.   

c.  You can see that these two “wills” are not the same thing.  There are some 
who deny them, who believe that to say that God has two wills is like saying 
that He can’t make up His mind or that He is schizophrenic.   

d.  But they are obviously wrong.  There are two wills of God.  For example, 
was it God’s will that Joseph’s brothers sell Joseph as a slave into Egypt?  
Well, yes and no.  Yes, it was God’s plan, or His secret will, that Joseph be 
sold by them as a slave, for if it hadn’t been, they would not have done it.  
But no, it was not His will that they should, for they should have loved 
Joseph as they loved themselves, and selling him into Egypt was not a loving 
thing.   

e.  Let me give you another example, Is it God’s will that all men everywhere 
repent and believe the Gospel?  Again, the answer is yes and no.  God clearly 
commands that all men would repent and trust in His Son.  But God has not 
willed, that all men would do so.  The Bible clearly says that He has chosen 
to give the gift of faith to some and to withhold it from others.   

f.  The bottom line is that the Bible speaks of two will in God.  He wills that we 
should do the right thing.  But He also wills that the right thing is sometimes 
not what is going to be done.   

g.  Moses writes, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 
revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the 
words of this law” (Deu. 29:29).   

h.  One last thing we need to understand about this is that whenever God allows 
His law to be broken, it is always for a good reason.  God permitted Joseph’s 
brothers to sell him into slavery so that He might save His people from the 
famine which was coming.  He allowed the evil to take place that good might 
come from it.  God also allows some to perish eternally, so that He might 
reveal the glory of His justice in their damnation and make His grace in the 
salvation of the elect shine all the more.  It is not that God delights in sin or in 
the damnation of anyone.  But He does delight in the good He works out of 
these things, when everything is considered.   

 
B.  Now having said all this, which will of God is Jesus here telling us we should pray 

would come to pass:  His secret will or His preceptive will?   
1.  Actually, He could be referring to both.   

a.  The word “will,” as I said, can refer to either his plan or his command.  This 
is true of the word in the original language, as well as of our word in English.   

b.  Jesus said to those who were telling Him that His mother and brothers were 
outside looking for Him, “For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother 
and sister and mother” (Mark 3:35).  This clearly refers to God’s commands.   

c.  And Paul wrote to the church at Rome, “For God . . . is my witness as to how 
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unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, if 
perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you” 
(1:19-10).  Paul said, if it is in His plan, he will come.    

d.  As Christians, there is no doubt that we should be praying for both wills of 
God to come to pass.  We should praying that God would accomplish His 
plan to glorify His holy Name.  And we should be praying that all men 
everywhere would obey His will.   

 
2.  But as we look at this verse a little more carefully, I believe that it is God’s 

preceptive will that Jesus is focussing on here.   
a.  Jesus says that we should pray that God’s will would be done on the earth, as 

it is done in heaven.   
b.  This is a will which is to be carried out.  It is to be done on earth, as it is done 

in heaven.  God’s will of decree is carried out in both realms without failure, 
because this is what God has purposed, and He has the power to carry it out.  
But His command is not carried out on earth, as it is in heaven, for on earth 
men are full of sin, while the angels and glorified saints in heaven have no 
sin.   

c.  Therefore, Jesus is primarily saying that we should pray that God’s 
commands, His laws, would be obeyed by all men on earth.   

 
II.  Now this brings us to our application:  How should this affect the way we live 

and the way we pray?   
A.  First, Jesus is telling us here that we should be praying for our own sanctification:  

that we would do God’s will on earth as it is done in heaven.   
1.  How is God’s will done in heaven?  It is done perfectly, with the whole heart, 

and without hesitation.   
2.  Now ask yourself this question:  Is this how you carry out His will?   

a.  If you answered yes, you have a lot to learn about holiness.   
b.  All of us fall far short of the glory of God, even in our regenerated state, 

every day.  All of us fail much more than we succeed.  We all sin much more 
than we obey.   

c.  Now I don’t mean by this that all we do is rebel.  If that were true, we 
wouldn’t even be saved.   

d.  But what I mean is that when we measure our lives against the perfect 
standard of God’s law, we don’t come up even as far as the half-way mark.  
We don’t even come up half-way to the half-way mark.   

e.  If you still think you do or that you measure higher than this, whether you are 
young or old here this morning, then ask yourself these questions:   
(i)  Do you keep away from every sin that you know God forbids, not only in 

the things you do, but also in your thoughts and in your words?   
(ii)  Are you doing everything that the Lord has commanded you to do, with 

your whole heart, for His glory alone, and perfectly according to the 
standard of His Word?   

(iii)  To put this another way, Do you love God with your whole heart, mind, 
soul and strength all the time without fail?   
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(iv)  And are you loving your neighbors as you love yourself?  Are you 
taking the same care for their physical needs, and especially for their 
spiritual needs, as you take for yourself?   

(v)  Do you always receive whatever the Lord brings into your life without 
complaint?   

(vi)  Without going into any greater detail than just these general categories, 
would you confess before God that you are coming close to perfection?   

(vii)  If after taking this test, you still believe you pass, then you either have a 
lot to learn about God’s righteousness, or you are spiritually blind.  I 
would remind you again that the apostle Paul saw how far short he fell, 
and it caused him to confess that he was the greatest sinner on earth.  Now 
we know that he wasn’t, but it still looked to him as though he was.   

(viii)  We all fall terribly short of the glory of God.  This is why we need 
Christ.  I would ask you to meditate on this as you prepare to come to the 
Lord’s table this next week.   

 
2.  But because we do fall so short, we need to pray.   

a.  We need to pray that God would change us by His grace.  We need to pray 
that He would make us to do His will with the same kind of zeal and fervency 
as the angels in heaven.  They love to do God’s will.  They hate all sin.  They 
stand in His presence worshiping and praising Him, waiting patiently for His 
holy command, at which time they immediately spring into action.  They also 
think no unholy thoughts, nor speak any unholy words.  They are inflamed 
with holy love and show this love to those around them.   

b.  We need to pray that He would give us the strength to kill the sin in us that 
keeps us from being like this.  We need to pray that He would fill us with His 
Spirit, that He would remove our spiritual blindness, weakness, our 
unwillingness to love, and the hardness of our hearts, and that He would give 
to us instead a heart to submit to His will in all things, humbly, cheerfully, 
faithfully, and diligently, again, just as the angels do in heaven.   

 
B.  But don’t forget that Jesus also wants us to pray that everyone else on this earth 

would be this same way and do these same things.   
1.  In praying for this, we are praying that God’s name would be glorified and that 

God’s kingdom would come, for this is what will happen if all men would do 
His will as the angels do in heaven.    

2.  But in praying for this, are we praying for something which will never happen?   
a.  No.  God says that this prayer will be answered.  But it will not be fully 

answered until the time when He makes all things new, when He brings in the 
New Heavens and the New Earth.   

b.  Even if the Postmillennialists are right about the world-wide success of the 
Gospel before Christ comes back, that there will be universal peace and 
prosperity as the nations turn to the Lord and to His righteous laws, we would 
still have to admit that this will yet fall far short of God’s will being done 
here as in heaven.  In this view, there would still be people who were 
unconverted, and the saints would still have sin in their hearts.  And wherever 
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there is sin, there is disobedience in some degree.  But there is none in 
heaven.   

c.  But even though this won’t be fully fulfilled until the eternal state, when all 
the ungodly will be removed from the earth and cast into hell, leaving only 
the righteous to inherit the earth, yet, can we as regenerate people desire 
anything less in our world today?  Should we not pray that all men would 
obey God?  Should we not pray that His will would be done by everyone in 
the world?  No.  We must pray for these things.  Jesus tells us we must.  Even 
though we will never become perfect in this life, we must still strive for 
perfection.  And even though the world will not become perfect until Christ 
returns, we must still pray that it would.   

d.  But there is one other thing we should do -- that we must do --, we must take 
the message of salvation to our neighbors and do all that we can to see that 
the Gospel is proclaimed throughout the world, for it is only through the 
Gospel that anyone will ever be empowered by God to do His will.  We must 
pray that God will give us the strength and the courage to do so.   

e.  In closing, I would make just one final application.  If by listening to this 
sermon and examining your heart you have discovered that you really have 
no desire to serve the Lord yourself, nor that anyone else would, if you have 
no desire that God’s name would be glorified, nor that Christ’s kingdom 
would come in power, if the things of the Lord and His glory are really not 
upon your heart, then I would invite you to come to the Lord now.  Jesus has 
taught His people this morning that we should pray for such as you, that you 
would turn from your rebellious ways and submit to Him.  This is your 
opportunity to discover whether He has changed your heart.  If He has, then 
believe in Him now, turn from all your sins, and begin to live the life He calls 
all men to.  But if He hasn’t, then call upon Him and ask for His mercy, that 
He might change your heart and make you willing to submit to Him.  Your 
eternal destiny is at stake.  Christ is the only way to the Father.  All other 
roads lead to hell.  Come to Christ, then, and be saved.  May God grant that 
you will.  Amen.   


