
“Your Sacrifices for Him Will Not Be Wasted” 

(Mark 14:3-9) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we see Jesus was in Bethany.   

a.  Bethany was about 2 miles from Jerusalem (John 11:18).   

b.  Jesus had several friends there –  

(i)  Lazarus, Mary, Martha, Simon, among others–  

(ii)  And so He went here often  

(iii)  During the last week of His earthly life.   

 

c.  He was staying in the home of Simon the leper.   

(i)  Simon, of course, wasn’t a leper any longer.   

(ii)  This is what he was called to distinguish him  

(iii)  From the other Simons, such as Simon, the Lord’s half brother; Simon 

Peter, Simon the Zealot, Simon the father of Judas, Simon the Pharisee, 

Simon of Cyrene who bore His cross, etc.   

 

2.  While He was there a woman came  

a.  With an alabaster vial of very costly perfume.   

b.  She broke the vial and poured it on His head.   

c.  Now this was a great sacrifice on her part  

(i)  As we’re reminded by the disciples’ complaint –  

(a)  The perfume could have been sold for over 300 denarii –  

(b)  A denarii, remember, was a day’s wages –  

(c)  Making this perfume worth almost one year  

(d)  Of a working man’s salary.   

(e)  It was very precious.   

 

(ii)  Apparently, the disciples thought  

(a)  It was too great a sacrifice.   

(b)  And so they scolded her,   

(1)  Telling her the perfume should have been sold  

(2)  And the money given to the poor.   

 

(iii)  But Jesus defended her.   

(a)  This wasn’t a misuse of her resources.   

(b)  The poor would always be with them  

(c)  And they could minister to them  

(d)  Whenever they wanted.   

(e)  But He would not always be with them.   

 

(iv)  What she did, she had done  
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(a)  To anoint His body for burial.   

(b)  Jesus was about to die.   

(c)  Because of the circumstances of His death –  

(1)  That He would die on the day of preparation –  

(A)  There wouldn’t be time  

(B)  To prepare His body for burial.   

 

(2)  Remember, when they return to do so  

(A)  After the Sabbath,  

(B)  Jesus will already have risen.   

 

(3)  The Lord had providentially provided  

(A)  That His body be anointed for burial  

(B)  Before His crucifixion and death.   

 

(v)  Consequently, she had done a good thing,  

(a)  And so Jesus says she would be rewarded:   

(1)  Wherever the Gospel was preached  

(2)  This act of kindness  

(3)  Would also be mentioned in memory of her.   

 

(b)  Jesus didn’t mean that what she had done  

(1)  Would become a part of the Gospel message,  

(2)  Or be mentioned every time the Gospel was preached,  

(3)  But that it would be included in the Gospel records.   

(4)  That we’re reading about it this morning  

(5)  Is proof that Jesus keeps His Word.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The fact that Jesus was about to die for us  

a.  Is looming in this passage,  

b.  And we’re going to be looking at it  

c.  Over the next few Lord’s Days.   

 

2.  But what I’d like for us to focus on this morning  

a.  Is this example Jesus commended to His disciples,  

b.  To remind each of us that we too  

c.  Are called to minister to our Lord Jesus.   

d.  I’d like to consider three things from this passage this morning:   

(i)  First, that you can still minister to Jesus.   

(ii)  Second, that ministering to Him is more important than ministering to 

those outside His body – His church.   

(iii)  Finally, that Jesus promises to reward you if you will do this for Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that you still can minister to Jesus.   
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1.  You can’t do so directly, of course.   

a.  Jesus isn’t on earth anymore.   

(i)  After He died and rose again,  

(ii)  He ascended after forty days  

(iii)  And is seated in heaven.   

(iv)  Jesus said to His disciples, “You do not always have Me.”   

(v)  He isn’t here – at least He isn’t physically present.    

 

b.  But does that mean you can’t minister to Him?   

(i)  Jesus tells you that you can  

(ii)  By ministering to His people.   

 

2.  In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus give us a preview of the final judgment.   

a.  He tells us that it will happen – so we had better be ready for it –  

b.  But He also tells us what it is  

(i)  We will be judged for –  

(ii)  What the evidence is that we are true believers:   

(iii)  And that is how we treated our brothers and sisters in Christ.   

 

c.  He actually says more than this:   

(i)  He says how we treat them  

(ii)  Is how we will have treated Him.   

(a)  He will say to the sheep, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 

it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to 

Me” (Matt. 25:40).   

(b)  And He will say to the goats, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that 

you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me” 

(v. 45).   

 

(iii)  I don’t know how many times  

(a)  I’ve heard this applied to the way  

(b)  We will or will not have ministered  

(c)  To the world in general.   

 

(iv)  But that isn’t what Jesus says.   

(a)  He says whatever you do  

(b)  To a brother or a sister in Christ,  

(c)  You are doing to Him.   

 

3.  What does this mean?   

a.  It means you can minister to Jesus by ministering to His people.   

(i)  Whatever you do for them,  

(ii)  In a sense, you’re doing for Him.   

(a)  You can feed Jesus when He’s hungry.   

(b)  You can give Him something to drink when He’s thirsty.   

(c)  You can cover Him if He lacks covering.   
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(d)  If He’s sick or in prison, you can visit and comfort Him.   

 

(iii)  There’s also a sense in which  

(a)  You can minister to Him spiritually,  

(b)  Build Him up with your gifts,  

(c)  Encourage Him,  

(d)  Help Him to glorify God.  

 

(iv)  I know putting it this way sounds strange  

(a)  Because it’s hard to conceive  

(b)  Of Jesus needing anything.   

 

(v)  But His people who are here do need this  

(a)  And in ministering to them  

(b)  You are ministering to Him,  

(c)  Because they are His body.   

 

b.  Let’s not forget as well,  

(i)  That whatever you don’t do for His people  

(ii)  You’re not doing to Him, as well.   

 

c.  Let’s be encouraged by this  

(i)  To serve and love one another  

(ii)  And all who call on the name of the Lord,  

(iii)  Because in doing this,  

(iv)  You are ministering to your Savior.   

 

B.  Second, ministering to Jesus/His body is more important than ministering to those 

outside His body.   

1.  There actually is a hierarchy when it comes to ministry.   

a.  The Lord would have you minister first to Him – to His body –  

b.  Before ministering to those outside the church.   

(i)  When the disciples complained  

(a)  That the ointment could have been sold  

(b)  And the proceeds given to the poor,  

(c)  Jesus replied, “For you always have the poor with you, and whenever 

you wish you can do good to them; but you do not always have Me” (v. 

7).   

 

(ii)  Now it’s true the fact that Jesus was about to leave  

(a)  Had something to do with this.   

(b)  But as we search Scripture  

(c)  We find this does in fact hold true.   

 

2.  We should be concerned about those outside the church –  

a.  Especially that we get the Gospel to them  



5 

(i)  That they might be saved.   

(ii)  Jesus commands us to do this (Matt. 28:19-20).   

 

b.  And also for their physical needs  

(i)  As the parable  

(ii)  Of the Good Samaritan reminds us (Luke 10:30-37).   

 

3.  But Scripture indicates our first responsibility is to His body.   

a.  We are to be more concerned  

b.  For those in the church.   

(i)  Paul writes to the Galatians, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us 

do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of 

the faith” (Gal. 6:10).   

(ii)  John tells us this is the evidence  

(a)  That we truly belong to the Lord –  

(b)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 

the brethren.  He who does not love abides in death.  Everyone who 

hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has 

eternal life abiding in him.  We know love by this, that He laid down 

His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But 

whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 

his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?  Little 

children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and 

truth.  We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our 

heart before Him in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater 

than our heart and knows all things” (1 John 3:14-20).   

 

(iii)  The fact that this love shows we are of the truth  

(a)  Is likely why we will be judged  

(b)  For this very thing  

(c)  On the Day of Judgment.   

(d)  It is the evidence of our conversion.   

 

4.  Before we set out to help those outside the church  

a.  We need to make sure those in the church  

b.  Are provided for first.   

(i)  We must minister to Christ  

(ii)  By ministering to His body first  

(iii)  Before we use the resources He’s given us  

(iv)  To minister to those who aren’t.   

 

c.  This is one of the many reasons  

(i)  We need to be members of a local body:   

(ii)  So that we can minister to our Lord  

(iii)  Through His body – through the church.   
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d.  By doing this,  

(i)  We will be better equipped to serve our Lord  

(ii)  In all our other areas of responsibility  

(iii)  Such as in reaching out to the lost.   

 

C.  Finally, if you do this, Jesus promises to reward you.   

1.  He said that wherever the Gospel  

a.  Is preached in the whole world,  

b.  What this woman has done  

c.  Will be spoken of in memory of her.   

d.  Again, that’s why we’re reading about it this morning.   

 

2.  There is a reward for ministering to Jesus.   

a.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “For God is not unjust so as to forget your 

work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having 

ministered and in still ministering to the saints” (Heb. 6:10).   

b.  The Lord will remember every act of mercy,  

(i)  Every act of kindness,  

(ii)  Every gracious thing you do for His people –  

(iii)  For what you do for one another –  

(iv)  Because you are doing it to Him;  

(v)  And He will reward you for it.   

 

c.  Maybe He’ll have it written down  

(i)  In the history books  

(ii)  So that future generations  

(iii)  Will read about your sacrifices for Him,  

(iv)  As He did with Wycliffe, Hus, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli,  

(v)  And a host of others.   

 

d.  Maybe He’ll reward you  

(i)  With more resources  

(ii)  So that you’ll be able  

(iii)  To minister to Him more.   

 

e.  He’ll certainly record  

(i)  What you’ve done  

(ii)  In His book of remembrance (Mal. 3:16),  

(iii)  And give you a reward  

(iv)  That you’ll be able to enjoy forever.   

(a)  Perhaps greater honor or glory,  

(b)  Certainly greater blessedness.   

 

f.  You know the Lord is no man’s debtor.   

(i)  What you sow, you will reap (Gal. 6:7).   

(ii)  And so as you think about  
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(a)  How you might use your time,  

(b)  Your talents and resources,  

(c)  Don’t forget the words of Jesus, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that 

you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you 

did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).   

 

(iii)  Don’t forget as well,  

(a)  That you can only minister to Him  

(b)  If you belong to Him.   

(c)  Make sure you have trusted Jesus,  

(d)  That you love Him,  

(e)  And that you are showing Him that you do love Him  

(f)  By ministering to Him – to His people.  Amen.   
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