
“Your Kingdom Come, Part 2” 
(Matthew 6:10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Two weeks ago, we were looking at the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  “Your 
kingdom come.”   
a.  The first three petitions focus on God’s glory – what we should be seeking first 

in our prayers.   
b.  In the first petition we ask that God’s glory would be revealed – in Creation, in 

His plan as it unfolds and especially in the Gospel of His Son – and that all men 
would see and acknowledge it.   

c.  In the second petition, we pray that His kingdom would advance.   
(i)  That as it does, it would destroy Satan’s kingdom.   

(a)  Remember, Christ is ruling even now as the God-man; it began after His 
resurrection and was ratified at His ascension (Heb. 10:12).   

(b)  As His kingdom grows, Satan’s kingdom will and must decline.   
(c)  He will reign until all of His enemies are subdued under His feet (1 Cor. 

15:25).   
(d)  And when they have been subdued, then He will return to defeat the last 

enemy – death (v. 26; vv. 51-55).   
(e)  In this petition, we are asking the Sovereign King, who has the power to 

do these things, to destroy His enemies.   
 

(ii)  This petition also includes three other things:   
(a)  That we would be brought into it and kept in it.   
(b)  That others would be brought into it and kept in it – both of these have to 

do with the kingdom advancing by God gathering His elect.   
(c)  And that the day of His eternal kingdom would come.   

 
2.  Again, I want to remind you what the first words teach us:   

a.  That we can pray with confidence:  God is our Father and will hear us.   
b.  He is in heaven, so He has the power to do something regarding our petitions.   
c.  And that we should pray for and with each other (corporate prayer).   
d.  We should be encouraged to pray for the Lord will answer the prayers of His 

children, especially as we pray corporately.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, we’re going to look at the second of the four things implied by this 

petition:  that we would be brought into the kingdom and kept in it.   
a.  This might sound strange, unless we understand what the Puritans called 

“seeking” salvation.   
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b.  They recognized what the Bible clearly says – that not everyone who names the 
name of Christ is or will be saved – that only those who persevere in 
righteousness will ever enter the eternal kingdom of God.   

c.  There are actually two aspects to seeking – for those unconverted, and for those 
converted.   
(i)  To the unconverted who are awakened, they are to seek for God’s saving 

grace, they are to press forward until they enter His redemptive kingdom.   
(ii)  For those converted, they are to keep pressing forward until they reach the 

finish line and enter heaven.   
(iii)  This evening, we’ll look at what is necessary for those already converted or 

already in God’s redemptive kingdom.   
(iv)  Next week, we’ll consider “seeking” as it has to do with the unconverted.   

 
2.  Tonight, I want us to see that when we pray that Christ’s kingdom would advance, 

we are including ourselves in that petition:  that we would be true believers and that 
we would show ourselves to be by persevering to the end.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s not become confused:  the Bible tells us that salvation is by grace through 
faith alone.   
1.  Salvation is by grace alone, as we saw this morning.   

a.  Christ earned it through His obedience – His life and death.   
b.  He gives it to those chosen by God, in His appointed time.   
c.  There is nothing we can do to earn it or add to it.   
d.  It is purely by His grace – the unmerited favor of God.   

 
2.  And for it to be by grace alone, it must be received by faith alone.   

a.  Faith merely looks to Christ; it receives what He offers.   
b.  It doesn’t look to any work, not even look to faith as a work that somehow is 

meritorious in God’s eyes.   
c.  God looks at the righteousness of His Son as the only merit worthy of heaven.   
d.  This is received only by faith and apart from any work of ours.   
e.  As Paul tells the believers at Ephesus, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast” (2:8-9).   

f.  And as he says to the Roman believers, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on 
the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” (11:6).   

g.  This needs to be perfectly clear at the outset.   
 
B.  Second, it is equally clear that the faith that saves us is not a faith that is alone.   

1.  Saving faith is not a bare faith – it produces works.   
a.  James tells us that faith without works is dead, “For just as the body without the 

spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (2:26).   
b.  He tells us that works are the evidence of a saving faith (if they are done for the 

right reasons), “But someone may well say, ‘You have faith, and I have works; 
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show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works’” (v. 18).   

c.  Faith comes to completion when righteous works appear in our lives, “You see 
that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected” (v. 22).   

d.  Works are the reason why we are given faith in the first place.  In Ephesians 2, 
after telling us that salvation is by grace apart from works, Paul says, “For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them” (v. 10).   

e.  A saving faith is a living and active faith.  It produces obedience.   
 
2.  That is why in Scripture, works are pointed to as the evidence of saving faith and 

the lack of them as evidence that we are not saved.   
a.  John says this so clearly, where he writes, “No one who abides in Him sins; no 

one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  Little children, let no one deceive 
you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the 
one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  
The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in 
him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children of God 
and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 
3:6-10).   

b.  The one who practices sin as a rule, even one perceived sin, without fighting 
against it, is not born of God.   

c.  But the one who seeks to put on obedience in every area – not perfectly, but 
universally – and who fights against every sin is born of God.   

d.  Faith produces good works – the Day of Judgment will show this (Matt. 25).   
 
C.  But lastly, the Lord tells us that we must persevere in good works – in seeking for 

God’s glory and righteousness – if we are ever to enter into the kingdom of God.   
1.  This obedience must not be temporary, but permanent.   

a.  It’s not a one year commitment.   
b.  It’s not a few years and then retirement.   
c.  It’s certainly not just for the time it takes to pray the sinner’s prayer.   
d.  This obedience must be life-long, to the end of our days.   
 

2.  It is must be with all our heart and all our soul.   
a.  Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love the Lord our God with all our 

heart, mind, soul and strength (Mark 12:29-30).   
b.  Paul writes to Titus that Christ “gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 

from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 
zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).   
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3.  We must strive forward, like men storming a city.   
a.  Jesus tells us that there are only a few by God’s grace that find the path of 

salvation:  “For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few 
are those who find it” (Matt. 7:14).   

b.  But those who find it must strive to enter it:  “And someone said to Him, ‘Lord, 
are there just a few who are being saved?’  And He said to them, ‘Strive to enter 
by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able’” 
(Luke 13:23-24).   

c.  We are to be like men trying to take a strong city:  “And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men 
take it by force” (Matt. 11:12).   

d.  We are to be like those racing towards the finish line in hopes of winning the 
race:  “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 
receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.  And everyone who 
competes in the games exercises self-control in all things.  They then do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a 
way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I buffet 
my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I 
myself should be disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:24-27).   

e.  We must beat our bodies – kill our sin nature:  “For if you are living according to 
the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:13).   
(i)  This means we must put off the old man and put on the new:  “That, in 

reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is 
being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the 
likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” 
(Eph. 4:22-24).   

(ii)  In other words, we are to “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts” (Rom. 13:14).   

 
f.  We are to set our sins aside, even the things that aren’t sinful that hold us back, 

and press forward:  “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so 
easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by 
sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 
12:1-3).   

g.  We must die to ourselves, give up our own lives and follow Jesus, that we may 
gain them:  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever 
wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall 
find it.  For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits 
his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?’” (Matt. 16:24-26).   
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h.  We must persevere in doing good:  “But because of your stubbornness and 
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man 
according to his deeds:  to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly 
ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and 
indignation” (Rom. 2:5-8).   

i.  And we must not shrink back:  “But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if 
he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him” (Heb. 10:38).   

j.  This is all to say that salvation is more than simply being saved from the guilt of 
our sins:  it includes salvation from the power of sin.   
(i)  We may not simply say we believe and have nothing change in our lives.   
(ii)  If we are saved, our lives will show that we are His workmanship.   
(iii)  The Spirit can’t be in our lives and not produce His fruit –  we will have a 

changed nature, persevere in good works, press forward into the kingdom.   
 
2.  But we need to remember at the same time that the only thing that will keep us 

moving forward and will pick us up when we fall, is the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus.   
a.  There are works we must do – but Christ is the One doing them in us.   
b.  The fact that we are striving forward, that we are persevering, that we get back 

up after we fall and keep moving forward, shows that He is at work within us:  
“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 
good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).   

c.  Christ has prayed for us:  “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given 
Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have 
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).   

d.  Christ continues to pray for us:  My little children, I am writing these things to 
you that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).   

e.  Because of this, He will continue to work in us; we will continue to persevere; 
we will not fall away, but strive till we enter, because of the grace of Christ.   

f.  Salvation is free, but it is a life-long pressing forward towards Christ-likeness and 
advancing His kingdom.   

g.  It’s not an easy road; it’s a picking up of the cross, dying to self and living for 
Christ.   

h.  But if God’s grace/His Spirit is in us, it is the only road we will want to travel, 
and we will travel it, no matter the difficult, to the end, because of His grace.   

i.  Let’s look to Christ to renew that grace in us as we bow in prayer.   


