
“Your King Has Come to You” 

(Mark 11:1-11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  In the US, we’re not used to the idea of a king.   

a.  The country that was primarily responsible  

b.  For the establishing of this nation –  

(i)  Great Britain –  

(ii)  Has had kings,  

(iii)  So also the countries of Europe.   

 

c.  But we’ve never had them.   

(i)  We live in a republic/democracy  

(ii)  That is governed by the people  

(iii)  Through elected representatives.   

 

2.  Because we haven’t had kings,  

a.  The idea of a sovereign ruler –  

b.  Of all that authority wrapped up into one person –  

c.  Might seem frightening:    

(i)  So many kings have become tyrants  

(ii)  And abused their subjects –  

(iii)  Not all, but many.   

 

3.  But what would you think  

a.  About a perfect King –  

(i)  Who loves what is good and right,  

(ii)  Who is just and yet merciful and kind,  

(iii)  Who has the power to provide for you  

(iv)  And protect you;  

(v)  One who is even willing  

(vi)  To lay down His life for you  

(vii)  Who has actually done this?   

 

b.  This kind of king doesn’t seem so threatening  

(i)  But the kind of king you should want to have,  

(ii) The kind that would be good for you.   

(iii)  That’s what you have with Jesus.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus has been traveling towards Jerusalem  

And now He arrives.   

a.  But having come for a particular purpose,  
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(i)  He sends two of His disciples  

(ii)  To bring a donkey’s colt.   

 

b.  They bring the colt to Jesus  

(i)  And He rides it into Jerusalem  

(ii)  As they and the crowds  

(iii)  Spread their coats  

(iv)  And leafy branches on the road  

(v)  Crying, “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;  

(vi)  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David;  

(vii)  Hosanna in the highest!”   

 

c.  What was this all about?   

(i)  This was our Lord’s presentation to Israel  

(ii)  As her King.   

 

2.  This morning, I want us to see that Jesus is King.   

We’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, this was Jesus’ presentation to Israel as her King.   

b.  Second, even though Israel rejected Him, He was still crowned King.   

c.  Finally, what this means for you today.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that this was Jesus’ presentation to Israel as her King.   

1.  Matthew tells us as much:   

a.  “This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  SAY TO 

THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO 

YOU, GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, 

THE FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN’” (Matt. 21:4-5).   

b.  Fulfilling Jacob’s blessing on Judah, so many years earlier:  “The scepter 

shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until 

Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.  He ties his 

foal to the vine, and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; He washes his 

garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes” (Gen. 49:10-11).   

 

2.  He actually came to Jerusalem for two reasons:   

a.  To present Himself as King;  

b.  And to lay down His life.   

c.  The fact that He rode a donkey pointed to sacrifice:   

(i)  Men of war rode horses,  

(ii)  Men of peace donkeys –  

(a)  Symbol of peace.   

(b)  That’s what came to establish –  

(c)  His a kingdom of peace.   

 

(iii)  Jews, as a rule, rode donkeys  
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(a)  Because God forbid horses:  “Moreover, he shall not multiply horses 

for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply 

horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never again return 

that way’” (Deu. 17:16).   

(b)  Why?   

(1)  He didn’t want them to trust the power of a horse.   

(2)  He wanted them to trust Him.   

(3)  “He does not delight in the strength of the horse; He does not take 

pleasure in the legs of a man.  The LORD favors those who fear 

Him, those who wait for His lovingkindness” (Ps. 147:10-11).   

 

(c)  There is a lesson here about trust.   

(1)  We should trust the Lord  

(2)  Not men or things.   

 

(d)  Where is your trust?   

(1)  In money?  Good income, retirement?   

(2)  Your own strength?   

(3)  Insurance/Assurance?  Fully covered?   

(4)  Government?   

(5)  Military?   

(6)  Police?   

 

(e)  Whom should you trust?   

(1)  The Lord.   

(2)  “Thus says the LORD, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind 

and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the 

LORD.  For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see 

when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the 

wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.  Blessed is the man 

who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the LORD’” (Jer. 17:5-

7).   

 

(iv)  Donkeys were also used as sacrificial animals  

(a)  In Near Eastern culture –  

(b)  They were used to cut a covenant:   

(1)  The animal was cut into halves,  

(2)  Those making a covenant would pass between the pieces  

(3)  Calling upon God as witness  

(4)  To cut them in two  

(5)  If they should break covenant.   

 

(c)  This is a picture of Jesus’ sacrifice.   

(1)  He took the curse on Himself;   

(2)  He was broken on cross to pay for our broken covenant.   
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(v)  Jesus was coming to atone,  

(vi)  But also rule.   

 

B.  But Israel rejected her King.   

1.  They crucified Him.   

a.  Does this mean He didn’t become King?   

b.  No.   

(i)  Israel rejected Him,  

(ii)  But He was exalted to the place of highest authority.   

 

2.  It’s commonly believed in the church that  

a.  Israel’s rejection put His coronation on hold.   

(i)  That Jesus isn’t King yet.   

(ii)  That this promise was for Israel –  

(iii)  Along with all the other promises –  

(iv)  And won’t be fulfilled  

(v)  Until the Millennial kingdom,  

(1)  Following the Rapture, Tribulation,  

(2)  And the Sheep and Goat Judgment.   

 

b.  But that’s not what the Bible says.   

(i)  The Jews didn’t stop the coronation –  

(ii)  They couldn’t stop it, though they tried –  

(a)  Psalm 2 looks ahead and speaks of this:   

(b)  “Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain 

thing?  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take 

counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 

‘Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!’  He 

who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them.  Then He will 

speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury, saying, ‘But as 

for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain’” (vv. 

1-6).   

 

(iii)  He was rejected, crucified;  

(a)  But He was raised,  

(b)  He ascended to heaven,  

(c)  And sat down at the right hand of God.   

(1)  “Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having 

offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE 

RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that time onward UNTIL 

HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET” 

(Heb. 10:11-13).   

(2)  He is now ruling and reigning  

(3)  And will reign  

(4)  Until all His enemies submit to Him.   
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(5)  As we saw in our meditation.   

 

c.  Jesus is now the King of kings  

(i)  And the Lord of Lords.   

(ii)  “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY 

KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2: 9-11).   

 

C.  What does this mean for you?   

1.  First, He is King:  your King, whether a believer or not.   

a.  If you’re a believer  

(i)  He is your Lord,  

(ii)  Your Head,  

(iii)  Your Husband.   

 

b.  If you’re not a believer,  

(i)  Still your King.   

(ii)  He is King of kings, Lord of lords.   

 

2.  Second, since He’s King, you should obey Him.   

a.  Yes, He has the power  

(i)  To protect and provide,  

(ii)  To subdue His enemies and yours,  

(iii)  And He does.   

 

b.  But don’t forget,  

(i)  He has authority over you.   

(ii)  The right to direct you,  

(iii)  To tell you what to do,  

(iv)  With whole of your life.   

(a)  Read His Word,  

(b)  Particularly His Law.   

(c)  And seek lovingly to submit.   

 

b.  If you’re not a believer  

(i)  He still has that right.   

(ii)  You must still submit.   

(a)  “Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges 

of the earth.  Worship the LORD with reverence and rejoice with 

trembling.  Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you 

perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are 

all who take refuge in Him!” (Ps. 2:10-12).   

(b)  He commands you to repent and believe.   

(1)  You need to submit to that.   
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(2)  Paul says every knee shall bow.   

(3)  If you bow willingly, you’ll be saved.   

(4)  If unwillingly, you will still one day bow,  

(5)  But you will be lost.   

 

3.  Third, if He is King, you should do your best to extend His rule.   

a.  He’s conscripted you.   

b.  You are His servants,  

c.  His army.   

(i)  Your work is to extend His rule.   

(ii)  That’s what He’s commanded you.   

(iii)  Jesus says to you, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

 

d.  How?   

(i)  By being equipped –  

(a)  By cutting off worldly influence.   

(b)  By using the means He’s given:   

(c)  Becoming skillful in the Word,  

(d)  Mighty in prayer,  

(e)  Growing into the likeness of your Lord.   

 

(ii)  By living as lights in this world:   

(a)  Make godly choices.   

(b)  Making them before others.   

(c)  Speaking the truth.   

(d)  By not being ashamed of the Lord or His Word/testimony.   

 

(iii)  By seeking the Lord!   

(a)  By praying without ceasing,  

(b)  Privately, with your family, corporately.   

(c)  By fasting.   

(1)  We’re beginning a fast this Friday.   

(A)  Are you fasting?   

(B)  If you’re able,  

(C)  This is what your King requires of you.   

 

(2)  We’re meeting to pray on Saturday –  

(A)  Are you coming?   

(B)  If you’re able,  

(C)  This is what your King requires of you.   

 

e.  Jesus is real.   
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(i)  His kingdom is real.   

(ii)  His authority is real.   

(iii)  The Day of Judgment is real.   

(iv)  The New heavens and Earth are real.   

(v)  Do you believe this?   

(vi)  Are you living as though real?   

 

f.  We need to wake up  

And take these things seriously.   

 

g.  We need to take up His spiritual weapons and fight.   

(i)  There’s a real spiritual battle going on.   

(ii)  If you’re blind to it, you’re already a casualty.   

 

h.  Your King calls you to fight for Him!   

i.  He wills you to expand His kingdom –  

(i)  Work for Him!   

(ii)  Witness for Him!   

(iii)  Pray for Him!   

(iv)  If you are able, fast and seek Him!   

(v)  He will generously reward you  

(vi)  In this life and in the next  

(vii)  If you do.   

 

j.  If you don’t,  

(i)  You may still enter heaven,  

(ii)  But you won’t have the joy  

(iii)  You can have on earth  

(iv)  Or what’s possible in heaven.   

 

j.  May the Lord give us all grace to obey Him!  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


