
“Your Good Shepherd” 

(Mark 6:30-44) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, we considered the life of John the Baptist.   

a.  John was a holy man – completely set apart for the Lord’s service.   

b.  He was courageous – he wasn’t afraid to denounce sin even in the greatest.   

c.  He was honored.   

(i)  Not only did the Lord take him to heaven to give him a martyr’s reward,  

(ii)  The church on earth honored his memory and still does to this day.   

 

2.  His is a hard example to follow, but we must follow it.   

a.  Not because it’s his example, but because he followed Jesus.   

(i)  This is what our Lord was like; this is what He did.   

(ii)  This is what He wills you to be.   

 

b.  With the Lord’s grace, you can do this:   

(i)  You can be holy.   

(a)  You can have this kind of heart.   

(b)  You can be wholly dedicated to the Lord.   

(c)  That’s why He gave you His Spirit.   

(d)  That’s why He gives you the means of grace.   

 

(ii)  Through holiness, you can be courageous.   

(a)  If you are the Lord’s, He will protect you.   

(b)  If you know you’re His, you know He will.   

(c)  You don’t need to be afraid – fear is a lack of faith.   

 

(iii)  You can also receive honor:   

(a)  Not the honor the world gives, that will perish with the world.   

(b)  But honor in heaven that will last forever.   

(c)  And honor on earth through His people.   

(d)  If you will die to yourself and follow Him.   

 

c.  This morning, we’re going to look at something else the Lord will provide in 

His grace:  His care of both your soul and body.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  In our text, we see the disciples return from their ministry.   

a.  Jesus had sent them out to teach and preach; that work was now finished.   

(i)  They reported to their Lord what they had done.   

(ii)  The work must have been difficult, and even there they weren’t able to 

get rest because people were coming and going.   
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b.  And so Jesus called them to get away – He had them get into a boat to go to a 

secluded place.   

(i)  But they never got that rest – the people saw them leaving 

(ii)  They ran to where they were going and got there before them.   

 

c.  But instead of being annoyed with them, Jesus felt compassion.   

(i)  He wasn’t looking at His needs – He was looking at theirs.   

(ii)  There was no one to teach them – they were like sheep without a 

shepherd.   

(iii)  Their leaders didn’t care for them.   

(iv)  They needed instruction, guidance, truth – and so He taught them many 

things.   

(v)  He took care of them.   

 

d.  Jesus also provided for the physical needs.   

(i)  When it was late, the people became hungry.   

(ii)  The disciples came to Jesus, not to ask how they might provide for them, 

but to send them away – they had their eyes on their own needs, not those 

of their neighbor.   

(iii)  But Jesus didn’t want them to leave – He wanted to provide for them.   

(iv)  And He did in a miraculous way.   

 

2.  This morning, we see another picture of Jesus as the good shepherd.   

a.  He is the One who cares for your spiritual needs.   

b.  He is the One who cares for your physical needs.   

c.  Here is one more example you must follow.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus is the One who cares for your spiritual needs.   

1.  He cared for these souls.   

a.  These were His people.   

(i)  Sometimes we forget that the Jews were not His enemies – they certainly 

became so, but He was never theirs.   

(ii)  These were His sheep, His own people.   

(a)  John writes, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did 

not receive Him” (John 1:11).   

(b)  They should have received Him – He was the fulfillment of God’s 

promises to them.   

(c)  But even though they didn’t, they were still His by covenant.   

 

b.  Because they were, He was responsible to provide for them.   

(i)  Their leaders had neglected them.   

(ii)  They had shut the kingdom of heaven up through their teaching – they 

weren’t entering and wouldn’t allow others to either (Matt. 23:13).   

(iii)  And so Jesus taught them.   
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(a)  He taught them the truth about His kingdom.   

(b)  He taught them how to get into the kingdom through faith in Him.    

(c)  He did what their leaders wouldn’t – He cared for their souls.   

 

2.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for your spiritual needs as well.   

a.  The ethnic Jews are no longer His people.   

(i)  They rejected and crucified Him.   

(ii)  Jesus came in judgment against them (Matt. 21:43).   

(iii)  He destroyed their city and took the kingdom from them.   

 

b.  He has taken a new bride.   

(i)  Made of both Jews and Gentiles.   

(ii)  Those who have taken hold of Him by faith.   

(iii)  This is the bride He cares for – that He washes with the Word (Eph. 

5:26).   

 

c.  If you have trusted Him, He cares for you – as a shepherd does his sheep; as a 

husband does his wife.   

(i)  That’s why He gave you His Word.   

(a)  If you didn’t have it, you would be absolutely lost.   

(b)  But with it you have everything you need to find the path of life.   

(1)  It tells you how to be reconciled to God.   

(2)  How to live the right way.   

(3)  It gives you wisdom for every decision.   

 

(ii)  He’s given you His truth in many ways.   

(a)  Not just the Bible.   

(b)  But gifted men to teach and preach it.   

(c)  Many books written by these men to explain it.   

(d)  You live in a day where there is an explosion of information.   

 

 (iii)  He’s even given you the desire for this Word.   

(a)  To have it and hate it wouldn’t help you, but only condemn you.   

(b)  But He has given you His Spirit – to make you to love Him and His 

Word, so that you will go the right way.   

 

(iv)  The Lord has given you His truth and His love.  But if you are to reach 

heaven, there’s something you must do.   

(a)  You need to make use of the ways He communicates His truth – read, 

listen, fellowship.   

(b)  You need to believe it.   

(c)  And you need to act on it.   

(d)  Jesus cares enough about you to shepherd you through His Word; you 

must not take that for granted, but take advantage of it.   

 

B.  Second, Jesus is the One who cares for your bodies.   
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1.  It’s also clear He cared for His people’s physical needs.   

a.  He ministered to them until it was late; by that time, they were hungry.   

b.  The disciples knew they didn’t have enough to feed them, and so they 

suggested to Jesus that He send them away.   

c.  But Jesus didn’t want to send them away hungry.   

(i)  He intended to feed them – but not in a conventional way.   

(ii)  He did a miracle that both provided food for their bodies and showed 

them at the same time that what He had told them was God’s truth.   

(iii)  He fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fish.   

 

2.  Will He take care of His Old Covenant people and not take care of you?   

a.  He cares for you – more than He did for them.   

(i)  Most of them didn’t believe – as we see on the day they rejected Him – 

though many more would believe later.   

(ii)  But if you believe, you are His child and He will take care of you.   

 

b.  He may do it differently than in those days.   

(i)  He may not do a miracle to take care of your needs, but He will in His 

Providence or through His people.   

(ii)  If you’re sick, He may not heal you through directly, but He has provided 

doctors to treat you.   

(iii)  He will sustain you through your illness.   

 

c.  He will take care both of your soul and body – because both are parts of you.   

(i)  He cared enough about the physical needs of His disciples to try and give 

them rest.   

(ii)  He cared enough for His covenant people to feed them.   

(iii)  He also healed them.   

(a)  He didn’t have to feed or heal them to prove He was the Messiah 

(except that God planned and prophesied He would).   

(b)  He could have performed miracles that didn’t benefit them at all.   

(c)  But He did this kind of miracle because He cares.   

 

3.  Granted Jesus cares for you, is He able to provide?  He can because He’s God.   

a.  The feeding of the five thousand not only shows that His message is true, it 

also shows He is God.   

b.  Who else can create, but God?   

c.  He is not only able, the One who is full of compassion will.   

d.  Don’t doubt His Word – believe.   

 

C.  In closing, here’s one more example He leaves you to follow.   

1.  First, where you find those lost and without a shepherd, you need to provide 

guidance.   

a.  Jesus wouldn’t leave them groping in the dark, neither should you.   

b.  Carry a Bible you can give them, or some tracts.   
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c.  Be ready to offer them help – you can’t force them to listen, but you can 

always offer help.   

d.  Share the Gospel with them – point them in the right direction.   

 

2.  Second, where you see those in physical need, be ready to help them.   

a.  The Lord hasn’t given you what you have only for yourself.   

b.  You are to give to those who are really are in need.   

 

3.  Jesus says to you, “Freely you received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8).   

a.  Where you see ignorance, bring truth.   

b.  Where you see need, bring supply.   

c.  In this way, you will be more like your Savior.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 


