
“You Will Receive Power” 

(Acts 1:8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

We saw this morning, that John was sent by God  

 

To preach repentance – to preach the Law, the Jews’ failure to obey and their need 

to turn away from their sins –  

 

So that he might point them to Jesus – Who could not only forgive their sins, but 

give them the power to obey it.   

 

 

John was sent to baptize with water –  

 

A symbol of the new birth –  

 

To point them to their need of that new birth in Jesus.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Jesus didn’t come into the world merely to change your mind,   

 

But to change your life.   

 

He didn’t come merely to forgive your sins,  

 

But to give you the ability to stop sinning  

 

And to begin obeying Him – particularly in evangelizing.   

 

The way He does this is through the baptism of the Spirit –  

 

Which is why John pointed to Him:   

 

Because He alone can give it to you.   

 

 

What I’d like for us to do this evening is to consider two things:   

 

1.  First, what this baptism of the Spirit is.   
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2.  And second, how it opens the door for you to receive the power you need to 

point to Christ.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what the baptism of the Spirit is.   

 

1.  We’ve seen before that there are different ideas of what this baptism actually is:   

 

a.  Many Pentecostals and Charismatics believe it’s a second experience,  

 

That only some believers receive –  

 

Though all may receive it –  

 

That is evidenced by the gift of speaking in tongues,  

 

But which may bring other gifts as well, as the Spirit determines.   

 

If you’ve ever been to a Pentecostal or Charismatic church –  

 

Such as Calvary Chapel –  

 

Maybe you’ve seen or even participated in a service (afterglow)  

 

Where they lay hands on one another and pray  

 

That God might give them this blessing.   

 

 

I should mention there are some Pentecostal churches  

 

That rightly tie this baptism to salvation,  

 

But wrongly believe you must speak in tongues if you’ve received it.   

 

In other words, if you don’t speak in tongues, you’re not saved.   

 

We’re going to see in a few moments that Paul clearly says  

 

That tongues was not for every believers.   

 

 

b.  Methodists, Wesleyans and Nazarenes, following their founder, John Wesley,  
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Also believe it to be a second experience,  

 

Again, that only some receive – though all may have.   

 

They don’t believe it brings the gift of tongues,  

 

But the gift of sinless perfection – a complete victory over sin.   

 

We could wish such a blessing were the case,  

 

But sadly, such perfection is only possible in heaven.   

 

 

2.  But what should we believe regarding the baptism of the Spirit?   

 

a.  That it’s not a second experience for the believer, but a first.   

 

That it doesn’t bring the gift of tongues, but spiritual life.   

 

And that it doesn’t bring a practical perfection, but a positional one.   

 

In other words, we believe the baptism of the Spirit is the new birth.   

 

 

b.  Why do we believe this?   

 

(i)  For one thing, Paul tells us that this baptism is something every believer 

experiences.   

 

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).   

 

It isn’t a second experience that a believer may or may not have:   

 

It’s an experience that every believer has.   

 

 

(ii)  Why do we believe it brings the gift of spiritual life and not the gift of 

tongues?   

 

We’ve already seen that every believer is baptized by the Spirit  

 

Into one body – that is, into Christ – in whom is life.   

 

This is what raises us from death to life.   
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But not every believer receives the gift of tongues,  

 

And so they’re not necessarily connected.   

 

Paul writes, “All are not apostles, are they?  All are not prophets, are they?  

All are not teachers, are they?  All are not workers of miracles, are 

they?  All do not have gifts of healings, do they?  All do not speak with 

tongues, do they?  All do not interpret, do they?” (1 Cor. 12:29-30).   

 

The expected answer is no.   

 

 

This would also be true if these gifts were still being given today,  

 

But how much more when their purpose has been fulfilled:   

 

Again Paul writes, “Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, 

they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is 

knowledge, it will be done away.  For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done 

away.  When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a 

child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with 

childish things” (1 Cor. 13:8-11).   

 

Now that the church has moved from its minority to its majority –  

 

Now that it’s grown up and has God’s full revelation in His Word –  

 

The partial view the gifts gave –  

 

As well as their evidential power –  

 

Is no longer necessary.   

 

 

We do believe the baptism of the Spirit brings spiritual gifts –  

 

That every believer receives at least one when he receives this baptism –  

 

But we believe them to be of the non-Charismatic variety.   

 

Paul writes to the Romans, “Since we have gifts that differ according to 

the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if 

prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his 

serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his 
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exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; 

he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:6-8).   

 

We don’t believe the Lord gives the ability to foretell the future any longer 

–  

 

Since He’s already finished telling us what’s next on the prophetic horizon 

–  

 

But we do believe He still gives the gift to proclaim – or forth tell – His 

truth in preaching.   

 

 

(iii)  Why do we believe this baptism brings a positional, rather than a 

practical perfection?   

 

Again, though we wish it brought sinless perfection, the Lord tells us not 

to expect this.   

 

John tells us that if we are believers and have the hope that Jesus will 

return  

 

It will move us to seek purity, “And everyone who has this hope fixed on 

Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:3).   

 

He tells us that if we are true believers, we won’t practice any sin, but only 

righteousness, “Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one 

who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the 

one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because 

His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” 

(vv. 7-9).   

 

But he also tells us we’re only deceiving ourselves if we ever begin to 

think that we’ve reached a state of sinless perfection, “If we say that we 

have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not 

sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us” (1:8-10).   

 

John says we still need to confess our sins because we still commit them –  

 

Every day, in our thoughts, in our words, and in our actions.   
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This baptism does, however, bring a positional sinless perfection.   

 

We’ve already seen that the baptism of the Spirit places us in Christ, “For 

by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).   

 

Once we’re in Him, even though we’re still not practically perfect,  

 

We are positionally, because we are clothed with Christ.   

 

Paul says, “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3:27).  

 

In Christ, we are perfect and so are no longer under God’s wrath.   

 

Paul writes, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).   

 

In Him, there is everything we need to be accepted by God.   

 

Again, Paul writes to the church at Corinth, “But by His doing you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, ‘LET 

HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD’” (1 Cor. 1:30-31).   

 

Once the Spirit baptized you into Christ, you are clothed with His 

righteousness.   

 

You are sanctified – made perfectly holy –  

 

You have redemption – in other words, you are as perfect as He is.   

 

That’s why even though you’re imperfect when you die,  

 

You’ll still go to heaven – because of His righteousness.   

 

 

3.  So what is this baptism of the Spirit?   

 

Essentially, it’s the same thing Jesus speaks to Nicodemus about in John 3 –  

 

It’s the new birth.   

 

Jesus said to him, “‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.’  Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born 



7 

when he is old?  He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and 

be born, can he?’  Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit” (John 3:3-6).   

 

The baptism of the Spirit is that work by which He places us in Christ –  

 

Or, unites us to Christ.   

 

The moment He does – that very moment – we move from death to life –  

 

We are raised from the dead spiritually;  

 

The life of Christ flows through us;  

 

The chains of sin are broken;  

 

We are born again;  

 

So that now we can follow Christ.   

 

That’s what Paul means when he writes to Titus, “For we also once were foolish 

ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, 

spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  But when 

the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved 

us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 

according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the 

Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:3-7).   

 

 

Jesus is the only One who can give this baptism,  

 

Which is why John pointed others to Him!   

 

If you are still enslaved to your sins, look to Him,  

 

Ask Him to change your heart, by giving you His Spirit.   

 

 

B.  Second, let’s consider how this baptism opens the door to receive the power you 

need to point to Christ.   

 

1.  We’ve already seen that this baptism does several things:   
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It puts you in Christ.   

 

It makes you alive.   

 

It enables you to believe in Christ.   

 

It breaks the chains of sin and gives you the power to obey.   

 

It clothes you with Christ’s righteousness – makes you positionally holy.   

 

It gives you a new spiritual ability you didn’t have before.   

 

 

2.  But let’s focus on one blessing in particular:   

 

It makes you capable of receiving more power.   

 

 

As long as you’re spiritually dead, you have no power at all.   

 

There’s nothing you can do to change your situation;  

 

There’s nothing you can do to serve Christ,  

 

Because you don’t want to serve Him.   

 

 

But once you’re baptized by the Spirit into Christ,  

 

You have access to all the power you will ever need  

 

To do all that He calls you to do.   

 

 

3.  Here’s where we get into our text:   

 

Jesus said to His disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

 

The disciples had already received the Spirit –  

 

They had already been baptized into His body,  

 

They were already born again –  
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In other words, they had already received the baptism of the Spirit in one sense.   

 

 

But there was another sense in which they would be baptized –  

 

And this is undoubtedly where some of the confusion comes from:   

 

Before He ascended, Jesus promised them more power:   

 

The power they would need, if they were going to be able to do what He called 

them to do.   

 

And so He commanded them to stay in Jerusalem until they received this power.   

 

In Luke’s Gospel, we read, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My 

Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high” (24:49).   

 

He called this experience also “the baptism of the Spirit”:  “Gathering them 

together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what 

the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now’” (Acts 1:4-5).   

 

This is simply another aspect of the same baptism that places you in Christ –  

 

A baptism with power; one you can expect now on this side of Pentecost;  

 

The same outpouring of the Spirit the Lord had promised to His church long ago  

 

Through the prophet Joel, “It will come about after this that I will pour out My 

Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old 

men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on the male 

and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days” (2:28-29).   

 

 

Why do we believe this power is available to all God’s people and not simple a 

select few?   

 

Not only because of what the Lord says through Joel,  

 

But also because of Paul’s command to the church in Ephesus, “Therefore be 

careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of 

your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not be foolish, but 
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understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for 

that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit” (5:15-18).   

 

This blessing was not intended just for the eleven,  

 

Nor merely for the hundred and twenty gathered in the upper room (Acts 1:15).   

 

It’s for all of the Lord’s people because each one of us has our part to play in 

fulfilling His command to disciple the nations.   

 

 

What does this mean?   

 

It means in Christ there is power to live the kind of life that will prove He is 

alive and real,  

 

And in Christ, there is the power to tell others about Him.   

 

 

You need to live Christ, before you can effectively point to Him.   

 

If you try and draw others’ attention to Him, but your life is the same as theirs,  

 

Then you’ll only give them an argument for not believing.   

 

But if you exhibit a Christ-like character, a supernatural love –  

 

If you are different from the world around you –  

 

It will make them pay attention.   

 

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even 

as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know 

that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).   

 

 

They might be able to question what you say about Jesus,  

 

But they can’t question the change it’s brought about in your life.   

 

Jesus commands you to live this kind of life,  

 

And He gives you the power to live this life,  

 

Because it’s the strongest evidence of the truth of the Christian faith.   
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The Spirit will also give you the power to point to Jesus with your words.   

 

Paul wrote to Timothy, “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of 

power and love and discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7).   

 

This power comes from the love He gives.   

 

When you are filled with the Spirit,  

 

Your desire for God’s glory and kingdom will increase.    

 

Your concern for your lost family, friends and neighbors will also increase,  

 

As well as your desire to reach them with the Gospel.   

 

At the same time, your love for the world will weaken,  

 

Which is largely responsible for keeping you from reaching them in the first 

place.   

 

 

The point is:  You have access to this power, because of the baptism of the 

Spirit.   

 

The Lord commands you to be filled with it:  Again, “And do not get drunk with 

wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

 

Don’t be intoxicated with alcohol –  

 

Or for that matter, with anything else –  

 

Don’t let the world and the things of the world control your heart –  

 

But be under the control and influence of the Holy Spirit.   

 

 

If you purpose to separate yourself from the world,  

 

And set your heart to seek and submit to Him,  

 

He will give you the power to live and to speak in a way that will bring others to 

Him.   

 

For the sake of our many relatives, friends and neighbors  
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That are in a very real danger of ending up in hell,  

 

May the Lord give us ears to hear and hearts to want this baptism with power.   

 

This is what the Christian life is all about.  Amen.   
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