
“You Will be Raised Imperishable” 

(1 Corinthians 15:42-44) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw that if you walk with the Lord in holiness from the heart that 

one day soon, you will enter heaven.   

a.  It will happen immediately after you die.   

b.  The angels will come and carry your soul there.   

c.  Not only will you have their company to enjoy, but you will be able to enjoy 

it as you never have before, because you will then be perfect.   

d.  And in that perfection, you will enter into a state of perfect joy and 

happiness.   

e.  Your joy will be as great as the price that was paid to secure it.   

 

2.  We saw that the company you will keep in heaven will be glorious as well.   

a.  You will enjoy the company of angels and perfected saints, even those heroes 

of the faith who went before you.   

b.  But your greatest joy will be in the presence of God – the Father – who loved 

you with an everlasting love and sent His Son to die for you – the Son – who 

loved you so much He was willing to become a man and endure His Father’s 

wrath for you – and the Spirit – who also loved you and filled you with His 

love and faith that you might trust in Jesus and enter into heaven.   

c.  This will be glorious by itself – but there is more.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  To this point, you will have enjoyed the blessings of heaven in soul only, since 

you will have left your body behind to return to the dust.   

2.  But a time is coming when your body will be raised and transformed into the 

likeness of Jesus’ own glorious body in which you will be able to enjoy those 

blessings even more fully.   

3.  Tonight, let’s consider two things:   

a.  That your body will be raised and glorified.   

b.  And that this will happen when Jesus returns.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, your body will be raised and glorified.   

1.  There is no doubt that this will happen because of what you surety has done for 

you.   

a.  Whatever Jesus did, He did because He loved the Father – to repair the 

dishonor that was done to Him and to uphold His justice – but don’t forget 

that He also did it for you.   

b.  He took your place in everything that He might bring you to heaven.   

(i)  He obeyed in your place.   
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(ii)  He died in your place.   

(iii)  He was raised, He ascended, and He was glorified for you.   

(iv)  The fact that He was glorified means you too will be glorified.   

(v)  Remember the unbreakable chain Paul gives us in Romans 8, “For those 

whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 

and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 

called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified” 

(vv. 29-30).   

(a)  God foreloved you in all eternity and in that love, He also predestined 

you to become like His Son.   

(b)  This transformation begins in life, it progresses as you arrive in 

heaven, but it is completed when He raises your body from the grave 

and transforms it into the likeness of His own glorious body.   

(c)  Paul writes, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 

eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the 

body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, 

by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to 

Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

 

2.  What will your body be like?   

a.  Paul says it will be imperishable.   

(i)  Your earthly body is vulnerable to many things:  injury, lethargy, hunger, 

thirst, cold and heat, sickness and death.   

(ii)  But this body will be imperishable.   

(a)  Nothing can weaken it, nothing can harm it.   

(b)  You won’t be able to get sick, hungry, too cold or too hot.   

(c)  It will be perfect and indestructible.    

 

b.  It will be spiritual.   

(i)  Not that your physical body will become an invisible or transparent spirit 

like your soul.   

(ii)  But that it will be perfect suited to be perfectly filled with the Holy 

Spirit.   

(a)  A spiritual man differs from the natural man in that he has the Spirit of 

God dwelling in his soul.   

(b)  A spiritual body is different from a natural body in that it is indwelt 

with the Spirit of God.   

(c)  And so the Lord will not only make your soul the temple of the Spirit, 

but also your body.   

 

c.  And it will be glorious/radiant.   

(i)  One thing that is true of Jesus’ body, once He ascended to heaven, was 

that it shined with glory.   

(ii)  The Lord’s glory is often represented as being luminous and bright.   
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(a)  The glory cloud that led the Israelites from Egypt during the day was 

like a cloud of fire by night.   

(b)  When we see Jesus after His ascension, He always appears with 

brightness and glory.   

(c)  When He appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus, His glory was so 

bright, it knocked Paul off his horse.  He said to King Agrippa, “While 

so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and 

commission of the chief priests, at midday, O King, I saw on the way a 

light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and 

those who were journeying with me.  And when we had all fallen to the 

ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting Me?  It is hard for you to kick against the 

goads.’  And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And the Lord said, ‘I am 

Jesus whom you are persecuting’” (Acts 26:12-15).   

(d)  When John saw Him in His vision, he described Him in this way, 

“Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.  And having 

turned I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the 

lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to 

the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.  His head and 

His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like 

a flame of fire.  His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been 

made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many 

waters.  In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth 

came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in 

its strength” (Rev. 1:12-16).   

 

(iii)  The Lord says that you too will shine with this same glory.   

(a)  Daniel writes, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will 

awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and 

everlasting contempt.  Those who have insight will shine brightly like 

the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many 

to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever” (Dan. 12:2-3).   

(b)  You will be like Him, only your glory will be less than His and will 

vary one from another depending on what you did for Him in this life.   

(c)  Your body will be imperishable, spiritual, glorious, and perfectly 

suited to enjoy the blessings of the New Heavens and the New Earth 

where you will live with the Lord forever.   

 

B.  Second, when will this happen?   

1.  It will happen when Jesus returns.   

a.  Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4, “But we do not want you to be uninformed, 

brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest 

who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we 

say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 

the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For 
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the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 

Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words” (vv. 13-18).   

(i)  When Jesus returns, He will first raise all the dead – which we may be 

among by that time – and then translate all the living.   

(ii)  It is then that He will transform us into His glorious image.   

 

b.  Paul writes, “For since by a man came death, by a man also came the 

resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 

made alive.  But each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, after that those 

who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor. 15:21-23).   

 

2.  When will that be?   

a.  The Lord hasn’t revealed the precise time, but all indications appear to be 

that it won’t be for some time.   

b.  There is something that must take place before He returns – His enemies 

must be subdued.   

(i)  Paul writes, “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 

His feet” (v. 25).   

(ii)  This is to fulfill the promise the Father made to His Son when He was 

crowned.   

(a)  Daniel writes, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with 

the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came 

up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him 

was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations 

and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is 

one which will not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14).   

(b)  David writes, “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My right hand 

until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet” (Ps. 110:1).   

 

c.  Jesus will return when all but one of His enemies have all been subdued – the 

final one is death.   

(i)  We know this because this is why He returns.  Again, Paul writes, “The 

last enemy that will be abolished is death. . . .  But when this perishable 

will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on 

immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, ‘DEATH IS 

SWALLOWED UP in victory.  O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 

VICTORY?  O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” (1 Cor. 15:26, 54-

55).    

(ii)  Certainly, the Lord could subdue His enemies overnight, which means 

His coming could be very soon.   
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(iii)  There are however many passages that appear to indicate that as His 

enemies are overcome, it will bring a time of peace and blessing to the 

world, before He returns.   

(a)  Since this is the case, you should be ready at all times, but plan to be 

here for the long haul.   

(b)  And since there will be differing degrees of glory based on what you 

do for the Lord, make sure that you are doing all that you can for His 

glory – remember, it’s not what you know, but what you do with what 

you know for His glory that will make the difference.  

(c)  Finally, since your being raised to glory at all is based on your trusting 

Jesus and walking with Him in holiness, make sure you have repented 

and are trusting Him alone for your salvation.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


