
”You Shall Worship the Lord and Swear by His Name, Part 2” 
(Deuteronomy 6:13) 

Introduction: Last week, you will recall, that we began to look at that act 
of worship which was sometimes used among the people of God, namely the 
swearing of oaths. In Deuteronomy 6, the Lord is about to bring His people 
into the land which He had long ago promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. As they are about to enter it, Moses is warning them not to forget 
that it is the Lord who is giving to them all of these blessings. And to 
keep them from forgetting, he commands them, ”YOU SHALL FEAR ONLY THE LORD 
YOUR GOD; AND YOU SHALL WORSHIP HIM, AND SWEAR BY HIS NAME” (6: 13). If they 
fear Him, they will not break His commandments and commit spiritual 
adultery. If they worship Him, they will be less inclined to go after other 
gods. And if they swear by His name, they will not give that honor to a 
false god, which is God’s alone. To swear in the name of God is ”to bind 
oneself by an oath.” It is to ”give one’s sacred unbreakable word in 
testimony that the one swearing would faithfully refrain from some evil act” 
or ”that he freely acknowledged a truth and would continue to acknowledge it 
in the future” (TWOT 899-9001. And they, of course, were to swear by the 
Lord, thus invoking Him ”to witness the truth and sincerity of that which 
was sworn, and by implication, to judge the one swearing if he should either 
be lying or fail to live up to his pledge in the days and years to come 
(TWOT 9 0 0 ) .  We also saw that oaths made in the name of the Lord were 
binding upon those who made them, even if they were deceived into making 
them, and that only those vows which were sinful ought not to be made, but 
must be broken. And lastly we saw that the New Testament does not forbid 
oaths and vows, but strongly warns us again about the danger of swearing 
falsely. 

This evening, I want you to see the situations in which you ought to 
take oaths and how to do so, and to examine your lives to see if you have 
lived up to your oaths and vows. 

I. Having Seen the Fact that Swearing Is an Act of Worship, Now I Would 
Like You to See How and for What Reasons You Should Swear. 
A. The Swearing of Oaths and Vows Is Something Which Has Long Been 

Recognized in the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. And I Thought 
It Would Be Helpful for You to Hear a Couple of Excerpts Read from 
the Heidleberg Catechism and the Westminster Confession of Faith to 
Refresh Your Memory to that Fact and to See How Seriously They Took 
Them. 
1.  The Heidleberg Catechism, after speaking about the misuse of God’s 

name through blasphemy, says, in Lord’s Day 37, Q. 101, ”But may 
we swear an oath in God’s name if we do it reverently? Yes, when 
the government demands it, or when necessity requires it, in order 
to maintain and promote truth and trustworthiness for God’s glory 
and our neighbor’s good. 
and were rightly used by Old and New Testament believers.” 
Q. 102, ”May we swear by saints or other creatures? No. A 
legitimate oath means calling upon God as the one who knows my 
heart to witness to my truthfulness and to punish me if I swear 
falsely. No creature is worthy of such an honor.” 

2. And the Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 22, sections 1 
through 4, reads, 
a. ”A lawful oath is a part of religious worship, wherein, upon 

Such oaths are approved in God’s Word 
And in 
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just occasion, the person swearing solemnly calleth God to 
witness what he asserteth, or promiseth, and to judge him 
according to the truth or falsehood of what he sweareth. 

b. "The name of God only is that by which men ought to swear, and 
therein it is to be used with all holy fear and reverence. 
Therefore, to swear vainly, or rashly, by that glorious and 
dreadful Name; or, to swear at all by any other thing, is 
sinful, and to be abhorred. Yet, as in matters of weight and 
moment, an oath is warranted by the Word of God, under the new 
testament as well as under the old; so a lawful oath, being 
imposed by lawful authority, in such matters, ought to be 
taken. 

c. "Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly to consider the 
weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch 
nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the truth: 
neither may any man bind himself by oath to anything but 
what is good and just, and what he believeth so to be, and 
what he is able and resolved to perform. 

words, without equivocation, or mental reservation. It cannot 
oblige to sin; but in anything not sinful, being taken, it 
binds to performance, although to a man's own hurt. Nor is it 
to be violated, although made to heretics, or infidels. " 

d. " An oath is to be taken in the plain and common sense of the 

3. An oath is a very serious thing. And because it may be made 
very easily, it is also something which can be dangerous. 
a. It is as easy as simply the calling of God to bear witness 

b. Paul swore an oath in 2 Corinthians 1:  23, "BUT I CALL GOD AS 

c. The messengers who were sent to Jeremiah, in the days of 

to what you say. 

WITNESS TO M y  SOUL. " 

Judah's exile, swore an oath by saying, "MAY THE LORD BE A 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE WHOLE MESSAGE WITH WHICH THE LORD YOUR 
GOD WILL SEND YOU TO US" (Jer. 42:5). 

his father Saul was intending to harm him. He told him that 
he would warn him by shooting three arrows, and he said, "IF 
I SPECIFICALLY SAY TO THE LAD, 'BEHOLD, THE ARROWS ARE ON 
THIS SIDE OF YOU, GET THEM,' THEN COME; FOR THERE IS SAFETY 

e. In the days of Wilhelmus a Brakel, at the time of the Dutch 
Second Reformation, the common form for the taking of oaths 
was, "So help me Almighty God!" (Brakel 3: 130). 

f. In recent times in the United States, the form has been "So 
help me God!" 

g. Again, you might know someone who uses these kinds of 
expressions flippantly and tacks them on to the end of 
everything he says. Perhaps you do this. But you must 
remember that when you do, you are solemnly calling God to 
bear witness to the truth of what you say, or of what you are 
going to do, and He takes it seriously, even if you don't. 

TRUE AND FAITHFUL WITNESS AGAINST us, IF WE no NOT ACT IN 

d. Jonathan swore an oath to David that he would tell him if 

FOR YOU AND NO HARM, AS THE LORD LIVES" (1  sm. 20: 21 ). 

B. Seeing Then That an Oath Is Commanded by God in the Scriptures, And 
that It Might Be Easily, Although Not Lightly, Made, I Want You to 
Consider the Following Five Things Before You Make One. 
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1 .  As you already know, the one you are to call upon in the oath 
and by whom you must swear is the only true God (Brakel 3:130). 
a. You may not swear by saints or angels or any other creatures. 
b. God is angry with those who swear by something other than 

the true God. He says to Israel through Amos the prophet, 
”AS FOR THOSE WHO SWEAR BY THE GUILT OF SAMARIA, WHO SAY, 

LIVES,’ THEY WILL FALL AND NOT RISE AGAIN” (Amos 8:14). 

worthy to receive your worship; He alone knows your heart; 
and He alone has the power to bless or to curse. 

’AS YOUR CoD LIVES, o DAN,’ AND, ’AS THE WAY OF BEERSHEBA 

c. You are to swear in the name of the Lord for He alone is 

2. You may only swear an oath if you meet certain qualifications 
(Brakel 131).  
a. Obviously, in order to make an oath, you must understand 

what an oath is and who God is. 
(i) Therefore, you children who are too young to understand 

these things may not take an oath until you do. As a 
matter of fact, the qualification for taking an oath 
are the same as those for communicant membership in the 
church. And when you become a member you do in fact 
take the vows of church membership. 

(ii) And because a certain level of knowledge and 
understanding is important to the taking of oaths, those 
who are severely retarded must also not take an oath. 

swear by the name of a God that they deny and/ or hate. 
(iii) This also excludes all the ungodly for they cannot 

b. You must be born again by the grace of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus, and be living a godly life, in order to 
legitimately swear an oath to the Lord. 

3.  There are certain things which must be true of the matters about 
which you swear (Brakel 131).  
a. They must be important and cannot be settled in any other 

way. Moses writes in Exodus 22:lO-11, ”IF A MAN GIVES HIS 
NEIGHBOR A DONKEY, AN OX, A SHEEP, OR ANY ANIMAL TO KEEP FOR 
HIM, AND IT DIES OR IS HURT OR IS DRIVEN AWAY WHILE NO ONE 
IS LOOKING, AN OATH BEFORE THE LORD SHALL BE MADE BY THE TWO 
OF THEM, THAT HE HAS NOT LAID HANDS ON HIS NEIGHBOR’S 

MAUE RESTITUTION. ” 

you must be very sure that what you are saying is true so that 
you speak only the truth. The Lord says through Jeremiah the 
prophet, ”AND YOU WILL SWEAR, ’AS THE LORD LIVES,’ IN TRUTH, 
IN JUSTICE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 4: 2). 

c. Since this is something that you are promising to do, what 
you bind yourself to must be good and not evil. Herod swore 
to give to the daughter of Herodias up to half of his 
kingdom because her dancing pleased him. But what she asked 
for was the head of John the Baptist. He should have 
refused her, but because of his oath and dinner guests, he 
was unwilling to do so (Mark 6:21-28). 

d. And it must be something that you are able to perform, 
something that is within your power. You cannot bind 

PROPERTY; AND ITS OWNER SHALL ACCEPT IT, AND HE SHALL NOT 

b. Since by taking an oath, you are making a public testimony, 
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yourself to anything which you do not have the ability from 
God to fulfill. An example of this would be to vow to the 
Lord that you will remain single all of your life, such as 
the monks do when they enter the monastery, when you do not 
have the gift of singleness from the Lord (1  Cor. 7:7). 

4. There is a certain way in which you ought to swear (Brakel 131-2). 
a. You must do it out of love for the truth, for that is what 

b. You must do it out of great respect for God, being aware of 
you are seeking to make known. 

His presence, for you are calling out to Him and upon Him to 
bear you witness to what you are saying. 

before you make an oath, for it is a very serious step. 
Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 5:2, "DO NOT BE HASTY IN WORD 
OR IMPULSIVE IN THOUGHT TO BRING UP A MATTER IN THE PRESENCE 

THEREFORE LET YOUR WORDS BE FEW." 
d. You must take an oath when it is required of you by the 

government, or when the situation requires it to confirm the 
truth, and there is no other way to settle the dispute. 
Remember what we saw last week in Hebrews 6:16, "FOR MEN 

which is "GIVEN AS CONFIRMATION IS AN END OF EVERY DISPUTE." 

language which is understood in the same way by you and those 
who hear you. One of the ways that some seek to escape this 
is by using equivocation in their speech. An example would be 
if someone asked you if you had seen a certain person, and you 
said no. They were asking if you had seen him at all, while 
in your mind you were answering as to whether or not you had 
seen him in the lake or in the tree. If you do this, you are 
trying to hide the truth, rather than reveal it. And since 
the purpose of the oath is to make the truth plain, you must 
use words which will not be misunderstood. 

c. You must think through what you are doing very thoroughly 

OF CoD. FOR CoD IS IN HEAVEN AND YOU ARE ON THE EARTH; 

SWEAR BY ONE GREATER THAN THEMSELVES, AND WITH THEM AN OATH" 

e. And you must make sure that you take the oath in clear 

5. And lastly, you must have the right goal in view when you swear, 
namely, the glory of God, which should be the motivation behind 
everything that you do (Brakel 134). As the apostle Paul 
writes, "WHETHER, THEN, YOU EAT OR DRINK OR WHATEVER YOU DO, DO 
ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD" ( I  Cor. 10: 31 ). 

11. Having Seen This Evening How Important Truth Is to the Lord, and 
therefore How Important It Should Be to You, Examine Your Hearts to See 
Whether You Have Lived Up to Your Words, and Especially to Your Vows. 
A. This Calls You to a Serious Examination of Whether You Are Faithful 

to What You Say. 
1.  Jesus warns, "AND I SAY TO YOU, THAT EVERY CARELESS WORD THAT 

MEN SHALL SPEAK, THEY SHALL RENDER ACCOUNT FOR IT IN THE DAY OF 
JUDGMENT. FOR BY YOUR WORDS YOU SHALL BE JUSTIFIED, AND BY YOUR 
WORDS YOU SHALL BE CONDEMNED" (Matt . 12: 36-37). 

a. When you speak, you are to speak only the truth. 
b. You are to fulfill the promises that you make to others, 

and not try to get around them by such excuses as, I told 
you I would do it, but I didn't tell you what year. 

2. You are to be a man, a woman or a child of your word. 
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c. If you are in business, you are to fulfill everything that 
you bind yourself to by your words, and not change your mind 
because it will turn out to be more profitable for you. 

d. And you are also to speak of others truthfully. You are not 
to slander them. And on the other hand, you are not to 
speak more highly of them than is true. 

3.  Truthfulness in your speech also impacts your worship of God. 
a. When you sing psalms or hymns which set forth certain truths, 

you must not sing them unless you believe them to be true. 
b. If you sing of consecration to some duty, you are to fulfill 

that duty. If you offer up words of praise, you are to 
really mean them. 

c. When you add the ”amen” to a hymn, or when you say ”amen” at 
the end of the congregational prayer, you are saying that 
you agree with it. And if you agree with it, you are 
telling God that you do repent of your sins, that you will 
seek to perform His will with all of your heart, and that 
you truly desire to see others saved. And when you do say 
these things in the presence of God, you had better be 
prepared to carry out what you say amen to, for the Lord 
will hold you accountable for it. This should give you some 
incentive to listen to what you are agreeing to. But don’t 
forget that by not agreeing to something which you ought to 
agree with, you can also become guilty of sin. 

B. Secondly, This Calls You to Examine Your Life to See If You Have 
Lived Up to Your Vows. 
1.  Maybe you didn’t even realize that you have already taken some 

vows and oaths in the name of the Lord. But you have, and the 
Lord expects you to honor them. 
a. Those of you who are married, have taken wedding vows. You 

promised to love and to cherish one another exclusively for 
life, and to provide companionship through the best and 
worst of times. Have you been keeping those vows? 

oaths and vows to the effect that you believe the Bible to 
be true and its doctrine of salvation to be the only way of 
salvation, that you are trusting in the Lord alone for His 
salvation, that you will continue to bow to Him as Lord and 
forsake yourself and everything else to follow Him and to 
put your old nature to death, and that you would submit in 
the Lord to the government of this church within Scriptural 
bounds, and in case you should be found to be delinquent in 
doctrine or life, to heed its discipline. This comes not 
only by way of personal admonition, but also public, from 
the pulpit. Have you been giving heed to it? 

c. Those of you who have had your children baptized in this 
church, or another of like faith and practice, have also 
taken baptismal vows in which you promised to instruct your 
children in the ways of Christ, to pray with and for your 
children, to set an example of godliness before them, and to 
diligently use the means of grace to seek after their 
conversion. Have you been faithful to those vows? 

d. Each time you participate in the Lord’s Supper, you are 
renewing your vows to the Lord to forsake all else, die to 
yourself, and follow Him. Have you been doing this? 

b. When you became a member of this church, you took certain 
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2. People of God, this passage of Scripture calls you to truthfulness 
and faithfulness. You are to be true to your words; you are to 
fulfill what you have promised. You are not to take lightly the 
words that you speak. Though you may not take what you say 
seriously, know that the Lord does, and one day He will call you 
to account for every word which you have spoken. Let us pray that 
the Lord will help us to be men, women, and children of our word. 
Let us hold fast to our profession of faith and maintain our 
covenant vows of marriage, membership and baptism. And let us 
renew those covenant vows from time to time with God, in order 
that we might renew our faithfulness to Him. And when in the 
future, we may want to make a vow or take an oath, may the Lord 
grant to us the mercy we need to do it for His glory. May God 
strengthen us in truth and faithfulness. Amen. 


