
"You Shall Have No Other Gods, Part 2" 
(Exodus 20: 3) 

Introduction: We saw last week that when we enter into union with our Lord 
Jesus Christ through faith and repentance in the New Covenant, it is like 
entering into a marriage relationship. You take the Lord to be your 
husband, and He takes you to be His spouse. This analogy is repeated again 
and again in the Scriptures. The church is the bride of Christ. John 
writes, in Revelation 19:7, "LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD AND GIVE THE GLORY 
TO HIM, FOR THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB HAS COME AND HIS BRIDE HAS MADE HERSELF 
READY." The church is the bride, and Jesus is her groom. It is on this 
basis that Paul exhorts those who have entered the marriage covenant to 
reflect that truth. He writes, "WIVES, BE SUBJECT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS 
TO THE LORD. FOR THE HUSBAND IS THE HEAD OF THE WIFE, AS CHRIST ALSO IS THE 
HEAD OF THE CHURCH, HE HIMSELF BEING THE SAVIOR OF THE BODY. BUT AS THE 
CHURCH IS SUBJECT TO CHRIST, SO ALSO THE WIVES OUGHT TO BE TO THEIR HUSBANDS 
IN EVERYTHING. HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, JUST AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH 
AND GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HER; THAT HE MIGHT SANCTIFY HER, HAVING CLEANSED HER 
BY THE WASHING OF WATER WITH THE WORD, THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT TO HIMSELF THE 
CHURCH IN ALL HER GLORY, HAVING NO SPOT OR WRINKLE OR ANY SUCH THING; BUT 
THAT SHE SHOULD BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS. SO HUSBANDS OUGHT ALSO TO LOVE THEIR 
OWN WIVES AS THEIR OWN BODIES. HE WHO LOVES HIS OWN WIFE LOVES HIMSELF; FOR 
NO ONE EVER HATED HIS OWN FLESH, BUT NOURISHES AND CHERISHES IT, JUST AS 
CHRIST ALSO DOES THE CHURCH, BECAUSE WE ARE MEMBERS OF HIS BODY. FOR THIS 
CAUSE A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL CLEAVE TO HIS WIFE; 
AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. THIS MYSTERY IS GREAT; BUT I AM 
SPEAKING WITH REFERENCE TO CHRIST AND THE CHURCH" [Eph. 5: 22-32 1. Christ is 
your husband, and you are His bride. You are betrothed to Him. And because 
you are, you are called upon by the first commandment, as also the church 
under the Old Covenant was, to be faithful to Him. You are called to 
acknowledge Him to be the true God, to receive Him as your God, and to give 
Him all the worship and glory that is His due. 

This is the positive side of the first commandment that we looked at 
last week. This week we want to look briefly at what this commandment 
forbids. And we will see that, 

The first commandment forbids you to not worship and glorify God, as 
the true God and your God, and it forbids you to give that worship and 
glory to any other. 

I. First, This Commandment Forbids You to Refuse to Acknowledge God as God, 
and as Your God, and It Forbids You to Neglect His Worship and Glory. 
A. First It Is Saying that It Is Sinful for You or Anyone Else to Be an 

Atheist. 
1.  If the first commandment tells you that you may have no other 

God before Him, it also tells you that you must have the true 
God as your God, as we saw last week. To not take Him as your 
God, and to have no god at all, is what is called atheism. 

a. Theism is the belief that God exists. 
b. A-theism is the belief that God does not exist. The "a" 

which is prefixed to the word theism, negates it. It is 
like adding the word "no" to the beginning: no-god-ism. 
An agnostic claims not to know whether God exists or not. 

2. Atheism is the belief that there is no such thing as God. 

c. 



2 

But the atheist boldly claims that He does not. 

your spouse didn’t exist, and then living accordingly. 
3.  You might ask yourself how anyone could ever come to this 

d. In the marriage covenant it would be like declaring that 

belief. 
a. For instance, how could anyone prove that God doesn’t exist? 
b. It would be much harder to prove that something doesn’t 

exist than it would be to prove that it did. Take for 
example the question as to whether or not there is gold in 
Alaska. To prove that there is, you would only have to find 
one piece of gold anywhere in that state. To prove that 
there is not, you would have to dig up every square inch of 
land in the entire state, turn over every rock and tree, and 
level every mountain. You would have to show that there is 
no gold anywhere in that state. 

anyone says that to you, you ask them whether they have 
searched everywhere in the universe. Have they looked on 
every planet, every star, every asteroid and every comet? 
Have they searched every galaxy and every nebula to see if 
God is there? Of course they haven’t! 

c. For someone to say that God doesn’t exist is absurd. If 

4. Well then, if it is impossible to disprove the existence of God, 
why is it that there are so many atheists in the world? 
a. Why do we have atheist clubs? Why do we have Madeline 

Murray O’Hares attacking everything that smacks of religion? 
b. Is it because they do not believe that there is any evidence 

for the existence of God? Is it because they believe that 
they have found a better explanation for how things came to 
be as they are? 

c. O r  is it due to sin? Is it because they do not want to see 
God? Is it because they are afraid of the implications of a 
holy and righteous God who is infinite in power and 
knowledge that they will one day have to stand before and 
give an account of their lives? 

d. I would suggest that this is the true reason. 

5. The Bible says, in fact, that there are no true atheists. 
Everyone has evidence; they see it, and they know that God 
exists. 
a. David said, ”THE HEAVENS ARE TELLING OF THE GLORY OF GOD; AND 

THEIR EXPANSE IS DECLARING THE WORK OF HIS HANDS” (Ps. 1 9 : l ) .  
b. And Paul said, ”FOR SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD HIS 

INVISIBLE ATTRIBUTES, HIS ETERNAL POWER AND DIVINE NATURE 
HAVE BEEN CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD THROUGH WHAT HAS 
BEEN MADE, SO THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE” (Rom. 1: 20). 

c. There is plenty of evidence for the existence of God. No 
one is going to be able to plead ignorance on that day! 

d. The reason why they don’t acknowledge it is because they are 
trying to push that knowledge out of their heads. They see 
the knowledge of God as so many weeds in the garden of their 
minds, and they try and pull them out, or kill them with the 
spiritual roundup of atheistic philosophies. 

their lives, and they hate it. Jesus said, ”FOR EVERYONE 
WHO DOES EVIL HATES THE LIGHT, AND DOES NOT COME TO THE 

e. The light of His revelation touches the very darkness of 
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LIGHT, LEST HIS DEEDS SHOULD BE EXPOSED” (John 3: 20). 
f. They know that God exists; they know what He is like; and 

they hate Him. 
g. And this only reveals the terrible wickedness of their 

hearts. If they don’t turn from their sins and embrace 
Christ, they will surely perish. 

6. But maybe you are not an atheist here this evening. Maybe you 
acknowledge that God does exist. The evidence is all around you 
and you don’t deny it. Perhaps you even claim to love and serve 
this God. But it is still possible for you to live as though He 
didn’t exist, or to live in a way that you would dishonor Him. 

B. And This Brings Us to the Second Thing This Commandment Forbids Us. 
It Forbids Us to Know that God Is and Yet Refuse to Give Him the 
Glory and Worship Which is Rightfully His. 
1.  One way is to live as though for all intents and purposes God 

doesn’ t exist. This is called practical atheism. 
a. You may commit this sin and not even realize it. As a 

matter of fact, you do commit this sin every day. 
b. It happens whenever you live at any time as though there is 

no God. God said through the prophet Jeremiah, ”CAN A 
VIRGIN FORGET HER ORNAMENTS, OR A BRIDE HER ATTIRE? YET MY 
PEOPLE HAVE FORGOTTEN ME DAYS WITHOUT NUMBER” (Jer. 2: 32). 

c. Perhaps you acknowledge God when you come to church on the 
Lord’s Day, but do you live as though God existed on the other 
six? 

d. Do you forget that you live in the presence of God? Do you 
forget to do all that you do to His glory and honor? 

e. Do you leave off some duty which He has required of you? 
f. Do you do something which He has told you not to do? 
g. Are you ignorant of something which He takes very seriously, 

either because you have not been searching the Scripture as 
diligently as you could, or have neglected the public 
worship of God where these truths are taught? 

2. There are many other ways in which you may dishonor God. 
a. Maybe you have ideas about God which are not even true, 

thoughts which He even hates. 
b. Maybe you even harbor some hatred in your heart against God 

because you blame Him for something which has happened in 
your life or the lives of those whom you love. 

c. Or maybe there is unbelief in your heart. Perhaps you have 
not seen God perform as you think He should and this has 
produced mistrust and has hardened your heart, so that you 
have become dull and lukewarm. 

but your zeal has been misdirected. You are like the Jews of 
whom Paul wrote, ”FOR I BEAR THEM WITNESS THAT THEY HAVE A 
ZEAL FOR GOD, BUT NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH KNOWLEDGE” (Rom. 
10: 2). 

d. Or perhaps you have been zealous for the things of the Lord, 

3.  All these things grieve the Spirit of God whereby you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. And thousands more could be 
added to the list. 

do to resist His Spirit. The Spirit indwelt you when He worked 
4. You must pray that God would make you sensible of everything you 
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that new life within. He is continuing to work in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure. And every time that you step 
off of the road of obedience, you quench His operations. He is 
like a holy fire burning in your soul. 
resistance to Him are like water poured on the fire. He is not 
diminished within you, but His influence is. 
a. If you purposely resist Him, and seek to be free from His 

And your sins of 

influence, then He has not yet united Himself to your soul 
to work those holy desires in you. You need to come to 
Christ in faith and repentance and ask that He might wash 
you with the washing of regeneration with the Holy Spirit. 

b. But if you are His, then you need to learn to walk with Him 
in obedience each day in all the will of God. You need to 
live in His presence. As the author of Proverbs wrote, 

YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING. IN ALL YOUR WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, 
AND HE WILL MAKE YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT" (Prov. 3:5-6). 

"TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND nu NOT LEAN ON 

c. You must believe Him, trust Him, and honor and glorify Him. 

11. The Second Major Sin Which This Commandment Warns You Against This 
Evening Is the Giving of Any of God's Worship and Glory to Another. 

Into It. 
1.  This is plainly what the first commandment forbids. "YOU SHALL 

2. Idolatry is what the name suggests, having an idol or image of 

A. This Is the Sin of Idolatry, and All of Us Are Very Liable to Fall 

HAVE NO OTHER mns BEFORE ME." 

some kind, or anything that you worship instead of the true God 
or alongside of Him. 
a. God hates idolatry. He said to His people through the 

prophet Jeremiah, "AS THE THIEF IS SHAMED WHEN HE IS 
DISCOVERED, SO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IS SHAMED; THEY, THEIR 
KINGS, THEIR PRINCES, AND THEIR PRIESTS AND THEIR PROPHETS, 
WHO SAY TO A TREE, 'YOU ARE MY FATHER,' AND TO A STONE, 'YOU 

SAY, ARISE AND SAVE us. 9 BUT WHERE ARE YOUR Gons WHICH YOU 

GAVE ME BIRTH.' FOR THEY HAVE TURNED THEIR BACK TO ME, AND 
NOT THEIR FACE; BUT IN THE TIME OF THEIR TROUBLE THEY WILL 

MADE FOR YOURSELF? LET THEM ARISE, IF THEY CAN SAVE YOU IN 
THE TIME OF YOUR TROUBLE; FOR ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF 
YOUR CITIES ARE YOUR GODS, O JUDAH" (2:26-28). 

b. In the marriage covenant, this would be like taking someone 
to yourself other than your wife or husband, or someone else 
alongside of them. In terms of the covenant of God, it is 
called spiritual adultery. God said of His people, "AND I 
SAW THAT FOR ALL THE ADULTERIES OF FAITHLESS ISRAEL, I HAD 
HER AWAY AND GIVEN HER A WRIT OF DIVORCE, YET HER 
TREACHEROUS SISTER Junm DID NOT FEAR; BUT SHE WENT AND WAS 
A HARLOT ALSO. AND IT CAME ABOUT BECAUSE OF THE LIGHTNESS 
OF HER HARLOTRY, THAT SHE POLLUTED THE LAND AND COMMITTED 
AWLTERY WITH STONES AND TREES" (Jer. 3:8-9). 

c. But the Lord says that the idolatrous will never enter into 
the gates of His holy city. They will not be partakers of 
His blessings. John wrote in Revelation 22:14-15, "BLESSED 
ARE THOSE WHO WASH THEIR ROBES, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE RIGHT 

CITY. OUTSIDE ARE THE DOGS AND THE SORCERERS AND THE 
IMMORAL PERSONS AND THE MURDERERS AND THE IDOLATERS, AND 

TO THE TREE OF LIFE, AND MAY ENTER BY THE GATES INTO THE 
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EVERYONE WHO LOVES mn PRACTICES LYING.” 
d. God commands you to take Him as your God alone. 

B.  Maybe You Don’t Have Any Idols Set Up In Your House Here This 
Evening, But You May Still Be Guilty of Committing This Sin In Ways 
that You Are Not Even Aware Of. 
1.  Worshiping another god, or object as god, is the worst form of 

idolatry. 
a. Many people in this world still worship the gods that they 

believe are in wood and stone and rocks and trees. 
b. Others are more refined and worship false Gods such as the 

Muslims and Hindus. 
c. There are many cults which have some similarities with 

Christianity, but which worship false Gods, such as Mormons, 
JWs, Christian Scientists, and United Pentecostals. 

himself. 

His nostrils. 

d. And there are even those who worship the devil, Satan 

e. God says that He hates these things. They are a stench in 

2. But there are more subtle forms of idolatry that you must be 
careful to avoid as well. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

To pray to, to worship, or to serve in any way the saints 
who have gone to glory is idolatrous. 
To elevate a man, or a church above the authority of God, so 
that you give them the authority to bind your conscience 
beyond what the Scriptures say, is also idolatry. 
To desire your own comfort and well-being above obedience to 
God, so that you refuse to do what He says in order to 
protect your safety or life is to break this command. 
Really anything which you love more than God amounts to 
idolatry. It can be your wife, your children, your job, 
sports, movies, recreations, anything. 
You can also commit this sin if you give any credit to 
yourself, or to idols, or to any creature, or even to good 
luck or fortune, for anything good which God gives you. In 
doing so you give God’s glory to someone or something else. 
Again, the applications are endless. You and I are guilty 
of breaking this command, as with all the others each day of 
our lives. And we will continue to break them until the 
Lord by His grace finally calls us home to be with Him. 
I am not saying these things to shame you, although you 
ought to be ashamed, as I ought to be. Rather, I say these 
things in order that you might know what in your life 
grieves and quenches the Spirit of God; what it is that robs 
you of the Spirit’s power and influence. 
the saints of old who were greatly used of the Lord, you 
will find that they all had this in common. They had not 
set their affections inordinately on the things of the 
world, but on God. He was their delight; He was their joy; 
it was for Him that their heart beat. Everything else was 
counted but dung for the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus. They did not divide their affections between God and 
anything else, but loved Him supremely. 
And people of God, if your affections are divided here this 
evening, if you have not given to the Lord your whole and 

If you read about 
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undivided heart, if you have not been living a life which 
acknowledges Him to be the true and living God, if you have 
not been worshiping Him as you ought, or have given your 
worship to something else, then you need to repent, you need 
to turn from that sin, and renew your first love. You need 
to renew your covenant vows with your Lord and purpose after 
complete faithfulness to Him. Remember, He is worthy of 
your love. If you have trusted in Him, then you know that 
He has given His Son to die for you. He has purchased you 
with a price, you are no longer your own, but you belong to 
Him. You are His bride. Won’t you love Him supremely? 
Won’t you take Him alone and push all your other loves back 
into their proper places? God blesses and God uses those 
who will. Let the Lord be your greatest and best, and see 
what glorious things He will work through your life. Amen. 


