
“You Are Greatly Mistaken” 

(Mark 12:18-27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  So far the chief priests, scribes and elders  

a.  Have come to try get Jesus to slip  

b.  By questioning His authority –  

(i)  Whether it was from God or man –  

(ii)  To get Him say something  

(iii)  They could use to accuse Him.   

 

2.  Next the Pharisees and Herodians  

a.  Did the same by questioning whether they should pay taxes.   

b.  Both times Jesus escaped their trap  

(i)  By speaking truth,  

(ii)  But doing in way they couldn’t use to accuse.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now we see Sadducees coming, attempting the same.   

a.  They were the theological liberals of their day.   

(i)  They denied the resurrection, life after death, spirits.   

(ii)  They were deists of their day,  

(iii)  Believing God to be cause of all things  

(iv)  But having wound all things up  

(v)  He had no continuing relationship with it.   

 

b.  They bring a question about the resurrection.   

(i)  Their question shows their hypocrisy.   

(ii)  Were asking about something they didn’t believe –  

(a)  Arguing on ground of Jesus’ belief,  

(b)  Trying to show His teaching absurd,  

(c)  To discredit Him,  

(d)  To get the people to turn aside from following Him,  

(e)  And prove their position at same time.   

 

2.  This morning,  

a.  We’re going to look at their question and Jesus’ response,  

b.  To see how important it is that you believe what Bible teaches.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the Sadducees’ question and Jesus’ response.   

1.  Their attack comes from Scripture:   

a.  One of commands  
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(i)  The Lord gave through Moses,  

(ii)  That had to do with inheritance.   

 

b.  In those days, land inheritance was very important,  

(i)  Land needed to stay in a particular tribe.   

(a)  A woman couldn’t marry a husband,  

(b)  Inherit land if he died,  

(c)  Then marry outside her tribe.   

(d)  The land had to stay in the family.   

(e)  If her husband died, his brother had to take her as wife,  

(f)  And the first child she bore from him  

(g)  Would bear the deceased brother’s name,  

(h)  And inherit his land.   

(i)  That way, the land stayed in the tribe (Deu. 25:5-6).   

 

(ii)  And so Sadducees gave hypothetical situation:   

(a)  There were seven brothers.   

(1)  The first took a wife and died without an heir.   

(2)  So second brother took her,  

(3)  He also died without children.   

(4)  The third took, and so forth down to the seventh.   

(5)  All had her as wife,  

(6)  All died,  

(7)  And none had any heirs.   

(8)  Finally, the woman died.   

 

(b)  Since all were legitimately married to her,  

(1)  According to God’s own command,  

(2)  In the resurrection,  

(3)  When they all rise,  

(4)  Whose wife will she be?   

 

c.  Their question assumes two things:   

(i)  First, that the resurrection is true – which they denied –  

(ii)  And second,  

(a)  That marriage continues after death  

(b)  Into eternal state,  

(c)  Which they also denied.   

 

(iii)  It also assumes that Jesus believes both:   

(a)  He does the resurrection,  

(b)  But not continuing marriage.   

 

2.  Jesus answered the second assumption first,  

a.  With regard to marriage after death.   

(i)  He says, “You are mistaken.”   
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(a)  When they rise from dead,  

(b)  They are neither married nor given in marriage.   

(c)  But are like the angels –  

(d)  Who neither marry nor procreate.   

 

(ii)  First, He clearly teaches that marriage is only for this life.   

(a)  Marriage is for companionship  

(b)  And procreation.   

 

(iii)  In new heavens and earth,  

(a)  There’ll be no need for special companionship,  

(1)  Since we will have perfect, holy fellowship with saints and angels.   

(2)  The sin that alienates us today  

(3)  Won’t be in that world,  

(4)  So there won’t be a need for this special relationship,  

(5)  Where perfect love will be given and received  

(6)  From every member of that perfect world.   

 

(b)  All the problems and offenses  

(1)  That separate believers here  

(2)  Will be forever resolved there  

(3)  Because of what Jesus has done.   

(4)  That will be wonderful!   

 

(iv)  In new heavens and earth, there will  

(a)  Also be no need for procreation and raising of children,  

(b)  Because all will have been born that ever will be.   

(1)  All will have been raised for better or worse.   

(2)  All will have either received or denied the Lord.   

(3)  There will be no more new souls to be created.   

(4)  The multitude the Lord intended to save –  

(5)  A vast multitude no one can number –  

(6)  Will already be safe.   

 

(c)  Since that work will be done.   

(1)  All that will be left  

(2)  Is to worship and serve the Lord  

(3)  In that new world of perfect love.   

(4)  And so no longer any need for marriage.   

 

(v)  Will we remember our spouses?   

Undoubtedly; as also each other.   

 

(vi)  Will we be sad that we’re no longer married?   

(a)  No, since we will share an even greater love  

(b)  With a vast multitude.   
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(vii)  Let’s not forget, Jesus will also be there.   

(a)  The Bridegroom of His church.   

(b)  We’ll have hard time taking our eyes off of Him,  

(c)  And the Father and Spirit  

(d)  Who will also reveal themselves  

(e)  In a way we can see with our eyes (Job 19:26-27).   

 

b.  Next, He deals with the second error:   

(i)  Regarding the resurrection,  

(a)  Haven’t you read in Moses,  

(b)  At the burning bush,  

(c)  Where God said to him,  

(d)  “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob”?  (Ex. 3:6).   

(e)  He isn’t God of the dead, but of living.   

 

(ii)  We often talk about verbal plenary inspiration –  

(a)  That not just the thoughts, but every word of Scripture is inspired.   

(b)  We often prove this from where  

(1)  Paul makes an argument based on the fact a word is singular.   

(2)  “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He 

does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, 

‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16).   

(3)  When God made that promise to Abraham,  

(4)  He made it to Abraham and his seed,  

(5)  Not seeds, but seed – Jesus Christ.   

 

(c)  We see this demonstrated again,  

(1)  Where Jesus makes argument based on tense of verb.   

(2)  “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”   

(3)  Not, “I was their God.”   

 

(d)  When God spoke to Moses,  

(1)  The patriarchs were still living,  

(2)  Though they had died several centuries earlier.   

 

(f)  Living where?  In heaven.   

(g)  In what form?   

(1)  As spirits of righteous men made perfect (Heb. 12:23).   

(2)  As that which the Sadducees denied.   

(3)  Their souls were not only alive,  

(4)  But one day, God intended to raise their bodies.   

 

(iii)  Jesus told them,  

(a)  With regard to marriage after death,  
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(b)  They were mistaken.   

(c)  But with regard to the resurrection,  

(d)  “They were greatly mistaken.”   

(1)  Belief in marriage after death  

(2)  Is an error from which one can recover.   

(3)  Failure to believe in the resurrection,  

(4)  Is a far greater error.   

 

B.  Here we see how important it is  

 To believe what Bible says,  

 Regarding life after death.   

1.  Why does it matter?   

a.  First, because of what we saw two weeks ago:   

(i)  If there is no resurrection, then Christ wasn’t raised.   

(ii)  And if He wasn’t, neither will you be.   

(iii)  When you die, you will perish (1 Cor. 15:13-19).   

 

b.  Secondly, because of how this affects your life.   

(i)  If you don’t believe in life after death,  

(ii)  Then it doesn’t matter how you live.   

(a)  Eat, drink, be merry,  

(b)  For tomorrow you die, and it all ends (v. 32).   

 

(iii)  If that’s what you believe,  

(a)  Then you won’t get ready,  

(b)  You won’t trust in Christ,  

(c)  You won’t repent of your sins.   

 

(vi)  But life doesn’t end!   

(a)  It continues after death.   

(b)  There is also judgment to face.   

(c)  If you believe this to be true,  

(d)  It will have a profound impact on the way you live.   

(e)  Not the least of which,  

(f)  Driving you to Christ.   

 

2.  Why were the Sadducees so far off?   

a.  Didn’t they have enough evidence?   

(i)  Yes.   

(ii)  We’ll see tonight and next week.   

 

b.  What was their problem?   

(i)  Jesus tells us in verse 24, “Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that 

you do not understand the Scriptures or the power of God?”   

(a)  It wasn’t that they didn’t believe in God, they did.   

(b)  Their problem was –  
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(1)  Didn’t understand Scriptures  

(2)  Or power of God.   

 

(c)  It wasn’t that  

(1)  They couldn’t understand what it said.   

(2)  Or how powerful God was.   

(3)  Their problem was deeper:   

(A)  They were willfully ignorant of these things  

(B)  Because of their wicked, unbelieving hearts.   

(C)  They knew what Scripture said.   

(D)  They knew what God was capable of.   

 

(d)  They needed to repent of their unbelief:   

(1)  Of refusing to believe what Scripture said,  

(2)  Of refusing to submit to God’s truth  

(3)  They especially needed to repent  

(4)  Of their rebellion against God  

(5)  And immediately receive His Son Jesus  

(6)  As their Lord and Savior.   

 

(ii)  If this is your problem,  

(a)  If you believe God exists,  

(b)  And know what His Word says,  

(c)  But refuse to believe and submit to it,  

(d)  Or that He will do what said He will,  

(e)  You need to repent and believe as they did.   

(1)  What the Bible says is true:   

(2)  There is life after death.   

(3)  There will be a final judgment.   

(4)  Heaven and hell are real.   

 

(d)  You need to trust Jesus –  

(1)  Or you will spend eternity  

(2)  In the hell you don’t believe in.   

(3)  Trust Him and be safe.   

 

3.  It also follows from this  

a.  That anywhere you’re mistaken  

(i)  Regarding what Scripture says  

(ii)  Or of what God is able or willing to do,  

(iv)  That this will hurt you in some way.   

 

b.  There is only one standard of truth – the Bible.   

(i)  Whatever doesn’t agree with it is wrong.   

(ii)  Error of any kind will take you down a wrong path.   

(iii)  And so you need to be careful.   
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c.  Of course, some errors are worse than others.   

(i)  Any that undermine the Gospel, will destroy your soul:   

(a)  Denial that God exists,  

(b)  That He is Triune.   

(c)  That the Bible is His Word,  

(d)  That Jesus is the Son of God,  

(e)  And the Son of Man,  

(f)  That He is the only way of salvation,  

(g)  That you are saved by trusting Him only,  

(h)  And that trust is evidenced,  

(i)  By turning from your sins,  

(j)  And following Him from the heart.   

 

(ii)  There are other errors  

(a)  That won’t destroy you,  

(b)  But will hurt you.   

(c)  And that is anywhere else  

(d)  You misunderstand the Bible,  

(e)  Or what God is able and willing to do  

(f)  According to His Word.   

 

d.  All of us have beliefs.   

(i)  All of them will affect your life for good or ill.   

(ii)  Make sure what believe is God’s truth.   

(iii)  Don’t take anyone’s word for it.   

(iv)  Study it for yourself (one advantage of RBT).   

(a)  The Bereans were commended by Luke,  

(b)  Because they compared what Paul said to Scripture (Acts 17:11).   

(c)  Make sure you do the same.   

 

f.  Make sure as well  

(i)  That you don’t doubt His power  

(ii)  To do all He promised.   

(iii)  The One who spoke the world into existence  

(iv)  Has the power to do all His holy will.   

 

g.  Tonight,  

(i)  We’re beginning a series  

(ii)  On why we believe what we believe.   

(a)  It will be a mixture of apologetics and polemics:   

(b)  Of why we believe the Christian faith to be true,  

(c)  And why we believe the Bible teaches what it does  

(d)  As over against those who believe otherwise.   

 

(iii)  Why?   
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(a)  Because we don’t want to be mistaken,  

(b)  Especially not greatly mistaken,  

(c)  About what the Bible teaches,  

(d)  Or about the power of God.   

(e)  Especially not knowing  

(f)  That there is life after death,  

(g)  That there is a Day of Judgment coming.   

(h)  I hope you’ll seriously consider  

(i)  Being a part of this study.   

(j)  Tonight, we’ll begin with  

(k)  Why we believe God exists.   

(l)  Let’s close with prayer.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


