
“You Are Blessed, If You Are Persecuted” 

(Matthew 5:10-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Our Lord tells us  

 

There are certain characteristics He values,  

 

Certain qualities that He loves –  

 

They are the same virtues  

 

We find in His Son, Jesus Christ,  

 

Which is why He said of Him at His baptism:   

 

“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”   

 

These are the virtues  

 

We’ve been looking at in the Beatitudes.   

 

 

What does the Father value?   

 

 

He values a humble heart –  

 

The willingness to take the lowest place,  

 

To serve others –  

 

 

A heart that is grieved  

 

By the evil of sin,  

 

And turns from it –  

 

 

A kind and gentle heart –  
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That radiates love for a neighbor  

 

And desires their eternal wellbeing –  

 

 

A heart that desires what He wants –  

 

Not the honors and things of this world,  

 

But what is good and right;  

 

A heart that is hot for Him,  

 

Not cold or lukewarm –  

 

 

A heart that delights in mercy, rather than justice –  

 

The willingness to forgive, rather than revenge;  

 

That reaches out in compassion –  

 

Even to an enemy –  

 

Rather than passing by on the other side –  

 

 

He particularly delights  

 

In a heart committed to holiness –  

 

That longs to be purified  

 

Of all the evil that remains –  

 

 

We saw this morning,  

 

That He values that heart  

 

That seeks to do for others  

 

What He has done for us  

 

Through His Son:   
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That loves peace;  

 

That seeks to be at peace with others;  

 

To preserve peace and unity among His people;  

 

That is willing to become a mediator for peace  

 

Where there is division;  

 

And particularly,  

 

That is willing to work to bring peace  

 

Between God and man  

 

By leading others  

 

To the only Mediator who can bring reconciliation:   

 

The Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 

He loves His Son  

 

Because this is the kind of heart He has –  

 

 

He also sent His Son,  

 

To give us His Spirit,  

 

That we might have  

 

This kind of heart as well.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening, let’s consider  

 

That these virtues come with a price:   

 

If we become like Jesus,  

 

We will be treated like Him –  
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Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:10).   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  He’s saying we are blessed –  

 

That we have the blessing of salvation,  

 

That we are the heirs of the kingdom –  

 

When the world begins to persecute us,  

 

As it did Him.   

 

 

1.  What does it mean to be persecuted?   

 

The word means to be singled-out, harassed, bullied, discriminated against, 

mistreated, hounded, pursued, or hunted.   

 

Jesus says in Matthew 5:11, “Blessed are you when people insult you and 

persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.”   

 

He says in Luke 6:22, “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, 

and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.”   

 

 

It can include physical abuse:   

 

After Peter and John were arrested  

 

And ordered not to speak in the name of Jesus,  

 

They went out and continued to do so.   

 

When the Jewish leaders  

 

Arrested all the apostles and examined them,  

 

They wanted to kill them  

 

Until Gamaliel spoke up.   
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We read in Acts 5:40, “They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, 

they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and 

then released them.”   

 

 

It can also include execution:   

 

Stephen was the first martyr –  

 

He was stoned to death  

 

For witnessing to the Council  

 

About the fulfillment of God’s promises  

 

Through His Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

After he told them  

 

He saw the heavens opened  

 

And the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God,  

 

“They cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with 

one impulse.  When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning 

him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named 

Saul.  They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit!’  Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud 

voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’  Having said this, he fell 

asleep” (Acts 7:57-60).   

 

 

Church History teaches us  

 

That Jesus’ followers were persecuted;  

 

Today, things haven’t changed.   

 

 

2.  Why will the world treat us this way?   

 

Jesus gives us two reasons in our text:   

 

 

First, because of righteousness:   
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He says in verse 10, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:10).   

 

They will hate us for doing what’s right –  

 

Because it exposes their wrongs/sins.   

 

 

Second, because we are following Him:   

 

He says in verse 11, “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.”   

 

 

Both of these really amount to the same thing:   

 

They will hate us because we’re becoming like Jesus –  

 

Paul writes to Timothy, “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, 

faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as 

happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I 

endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!  Indeed, all who desire to 

live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:10-12).   

 

When we serve others;  

 

When we turn away  

 

From the sinful things they’re doing;  

 

When we are kind and gentle;  

 

When we insist on doing the right things;  

 

When we forgive our enemies  

 

And try to help them;  

 

When we try to overcome the sinful things we do;  

 

When we try to reconcile those at odds;  

 

Especially, when we try to reconcile others to God;  

 

The people of this world will hate us,  
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Because this is what Jesus is like,  

 

And they hated Him.   

 

Jesus said to His disciples in John 15:18-20, “If the world hates you, you know 

that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 

of the world, because of this the world hates you.  Remember the word that I 

said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, 

they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 

also.”   

 

 

He said to the twelve, before He sent them out  

 

To teach and preach in the towns and villages,  

 

“It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like 

his master.  If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign the members of his household!” (Matt. 10:25).   

 

 

Jesus was hated, slandered,  

 

Harassed, abused;  

 

Once the Jews wanted to throw Him off a cliff (Luke 4:28-29),  

 

They picked up stones to stone Him (John 10:31),  

 

They accused Him of being in league with the devil (Matt. 12:24),  

 

The Jews in Jerusalem continually looked for an opportunity  

 

To kill Him secretly, if He should come to that city (John 11:56-57),  

 

 

They finally arrested Him,  

 

Put Him on trial,  

 

Condemned Him on trumped up charges,  

 

Handed Him over to the Romans,  

 

And He was executed.   
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And for what?   

 

He had done nothing wrong,  

 

And everything right.   

 

He was absolutely perfect.   

 

The only thing He was guilty of  

 

Was loving His Father with His whole heart,  

 

And reaching out to the Jews in love  

 

With the good news of the Gospel –  

 

That the promises God had made  

 

Were now being fulfilled in Him.   

 

 

The problem wasn’t His –  

 

And it won’t be ours  

 

When we live as He calls us and are hated –  

 

The problem is the world’s.   

 

Jesus explained earlier in His ministry,  

 

“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the 

darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who 

does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his 

deeds will be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so 

that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God” (John 

3:19-21).   

 

 

If we become like Jesus –  

 

If we begin to shine the light of His truth,  

 

Both by how we live  
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And by what we say –  

 

We will be treated as He was treated.   

 

 

We won’t have this effect on everyone –  

 

There will be those He will draw to Himself  

 

Through our personal witness –  

 

Who will see our good works  

 

And glorify our Father in heaven –  

 

But we will be hated by most  

 

In varying degrees.   

 

 

B.  But when we are treated this way,  

 

Jesus says we are blessed.   

 

 

1.  We’re blessed first of all  

 

Because this confirms that we belong to Him  

 

And so are the heirs of His kingdom:   

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:10).   

 

 

We’re blessed secondly,  

 

Because Jesus promises to reward us  

 

For everything we’ve had to suffer for Him.   

 

He says in verse 12, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”   

 

There are degrees of reward in heaven.   
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The more we do for Him,  

 

The more we suffer for Him,  

 

The greater our reward –  

 

Remember, when we die  

 

We’ll have to leave everything behind –  

 

Except for what we’ve done for Him.   

 

 

We’ll be rewarded as the prophets –  

 

When you read in the Bible  

 

About how they were treated,  

 

You might be tempted  

 

To want to go another direction –  

 

But if you could see them now –  

 

If you could see how happy they are,  

 

How greatly God has blessed them –  

 

You would choose the same path.   

 

Paul writes, “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things 

which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which 

are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 

Cor. 4:17-18).   

 

 

But there are other reasons we’re blessed:   

 

 

We’re blessed because  

 

We’re considered worthy to suffer shame for His name -  
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Even as the apostles (Acts 5:41).   

 

 

We’re blessed because  

 

We were able to take abuse  

 

That is meant for Him,  

 

In the same way He stood  

 

And took the abuse that was meant for us  

 

When He hung on the cross.   

 

Paul writes to the church at Colossae, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 

your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is 

the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (Col. 1:24).   

 

 

We’re blessed because the Lord will give us  

 

Many times more in this life  

 

Anything we might be called to give up for Him:   

 

He says, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the 

gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the 

present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 

farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life” (Matt. 

10:29-30).   

 

 

And we’re blessed because we know  

 

That whatever happens to us in this life,  

 

Nothing can take from us His love and kingdom:   

 

Paul writes in Romans 8:35-39:  Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword?  Just as it is written, ‘FOR YOUR SAKE 

WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 

CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.’  But in all these 

things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  For I am 



12 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

 

 

2.  When we see persecution in this light,  

 

We should be glad when it happens  

 

Instead of grieve over it:   

 

 

When Paul and Silas were arrested,  

 

Beaten and imprisoned,  

 

They rejoiced.   

 

We read in Acts 16:25, “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”   

 

 

After the apostles were arrested,  

 

And then flogged and threatened,  

 

“They went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they 

had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41).   

 

 

Let’s be encouraged then  

 

Not to be afraid of the persecution  

 

Jesus tells us we’ll have to face  

 

For serving Him,  

 

But even look forward to it.   

 

Peter writes, “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, 

which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing 

were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 

Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you 

may rejoice with exultation.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 
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are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you” (1 Pet. 

4:12-14).  Amen.   

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


