
 

“You Are All Members of One Body” 
(1 Corinthians 12:25-27) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  How many churches do you think are there in the world?  You might say that 
there are many.  There is the Greek Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the 
Protestant Churches, which, if we were to list them out, we would spend all day naming the 
various denominations, not to mention the many more independent churches.  But how many 
churches does the Lord Jesus Christ have?  Remember what we profess in the Nicene Creed, 
“And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.”  The fathers did not recognize 
many churches, but only one.  This church is holy, it is separate from the world and unto Christ.  
It is catholic, which means it is universal; it extends throughout the whole world.  And it is 
apostolic; it is built upon the foundations laid by Christ and His apostles, upon their doctrine.  
But there is only one such church.  Now you might say, “Yes, but in their day there was only 
one church.”  That is true.  But they did not arrive at this conclusion because of the way things 
were, for that is not the right way to determine truth, but from the way things ought to be, as it 
was revealed in the holy Scriptures.  They recognized that the Bible only recognizes one church, 
that church for which our Lord Jesus Christ laid down His life to redeem.  This does not mean 
that they were unaware of the fact that many individual churches existed in Judea, Asia Minor, 
Africa, Greece and Rome, but that they knew in spite of the diversity of individual churches, 
there was yet only one body of Christ, the church of the redeemed.   
 Our text this morning recognizes this fact, and it is one that we need to bear constantly in 
mind.  If you are a true saint, then you are a part of this church, this body of Christ.  And all 
who are around you, who are also true saints, are also a part of that same body.  The same is true 
for those who are in other denominations.  If they are also true saints, they are also a part of the 
body.  We may be in different denominations, we may meet in different buildings, we may have 
creeds which differ, but we all have something in common, we are all connected in organic and 
living union with the head of the true church, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 This connection is significant, for it means that we are members of one body.  And since 
we are members of one body, we are also members one of another.  Even as your hands are 
related to one another, or your feet, or your arms and legs in an organic living union and all 
derive their life from the same source, so you are related to one another as members of Christ’s 
body.  This means that no matter where you go in this world apart, no matter which church 
building you worship in, you still have a relationship with each other that will never end.   
 There are actually several implications of this membership in the body of Christ, and that 
is what I want us to consider this morning from our text.  And what it tells us is that,  
 
 We are the members of one body, and therefore we should have care and concern for 
one another.   
 
I.  First, let us consider the fact that we are all united together in one body.  Paul writes in 

verse 27, “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.”   
A.  Now why did Paul need to tell them this in the first place?   

1.  It is clear from the first chapter that they were facing the problem of divisions among 
them.   
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a.  Paul writes, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.  For I have been informed concerning you, 
my brethren, by Chloe's people, that there are quarrels among you.  Now I mean 
this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of Apollos," and "I of 
Cephas," and "I of Christ."  Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified for 
you, was he?  Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”  (1 Cor. 1:10-13).   

b.  A party spirit was developing in the church.  Each one was claiming someone 
different for their spiritual father.  But notice that Paul asks the pertinent questions, 
“Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified for you, was he?  Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul?”   

 
2.  But a party spirit was not the only problem.  There also seemed to be the problem of 

jealousy over one anothers gifts and places of prominence in the church at Corinth.   
a.  Notice again the context of our passage.   
b.  If the foot should say, because I am not a hand, is it therefore not a part of the body?   
c.  If the ear should say, because I am not an eye, I am therefore not a part of the body?  

Are the less prominent parts of the body not a part of the body because they are less 
prominent?  Of course not!   

d.  Now this is set in the context of spiritual gifts, which gifts passed away with the 
completion of God’s perfect revelation in His Word.  But it is no less relevant for us 
today.  There are still differing gifts.  They are the ordinary gifts of God’s grace, 
which, as Edwards pointed out, are far more precious than the extraordinary gifts, for 
one might possess those supernatural gifts and yet be unconverted, but you cannot 
possess these ordinary gifts and be lost.  But the differences of their gifts again 
made them to be jealous of one another, and was creating division.   

e.  Although this can be discouraging to us, sometimes it is encouraging to see that the 
problems which we face today are not new problems, as though we are the only ones 
who have ever had to face them.   

f.  Contrary to what we might think, there has never been a perfect church.   
(i)  We might be tempted to think that everything was going the way it should in the 

early church since they had the benefit of infallible, inspired information from the 
mouths of the apostles.   

(ii)  But even though the apostles had the truth, there was still the problem of sin.  
This is seen even at the very beginning of the church in the dispute over the 
neglect of the Hellenistic widows.  They were being overlooked in the daily 
administration of food, and this gave rise to a disagreement.   

(iii)  But we might say that they were still better off because they had those whom 
they could look to for infallible direction.    

(iv)  This is true.  But it wasn’t long before the number of churches was greater 
than the number of apostles.  And the apostles of course were still trying to make 
headway in the preaching of the Gospel to which the Lord had called them.   

(v)  And so we see them addressing letters, such as this one to the Corinthians, to 
deal with these situations.   

(vi)  And we need to be thankful to God for these letters, for He Providentially 
provided the very occasions at the time of the writing of Scripture so that we 
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might have inspired counsel on how to deal with these same issues.   
(vii)  We actually have the full counsel of God in our hands.  It is perfect, and it is 

complete, and it is all that we need to have to live for the glory and praise of God 
in every situation.  This is the reason why the gifts passed away.  They were 
necessary for the church in her infancy, but now that the church has the full and 
mature revelation of God, they have passed away.   

 
B.  But because of the problem of these divisions, Paul stresses the unity of the body of 

Christ.   
1.  Notice in verses 12-14, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and 

all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For 
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body is not one 
member, but many.”   
a.  Yes, there are many persons who make up the body of Christ, and each of them does 

not have the same role and the same function to perform.  But that does not make 
them any less a part of the same body.   

b.  There is only one God and one Christ.  And it is by one spirit that all who are 
included in that body have been united with it.   

 
2.  This, by the way, is the biblical definition of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   

a.  It is that act, at the time of conversion, when the Spirit unites us to the Head of the 
body, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is that union, which is made by the Spirit that causes 
the life of Christ to flow into us, and which gives us the ability and inclination to 
believe.  It is that union by which we are saved.  And it is by virtue of the fact that 
this union is unbreakable, because God has so willed it, that you or I or anyone else 
who has truly embraced the Lord Jesus Christ in faith and repentance shall never be 
lost.  In this you ought to greatly rejoice, for you have forever been saved from the 
fiery hell.   

b.  But the implied warning here for unbelievers is, of course, if you are not baptized by 
the Spirit into the body of Christ, you are not united with Head, and therefore do not 
have His life within you.  Paul says in Romans 8:9, “But if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”  What then must you do?   

c.  You must realize that this baptism comes sovereignly from above.  It is not 
something which you can cause to happen.  Its results are known only from the 
effects it causes.  You can know you have it if you possess an obedient faith.  If you 
don’t possess it, you must come to the only One who has the power to bestow it.  
And God invites you to come.  He is graciously inclined and there is good hope for 
you that He will bestow it.  But you must seek it!   

d.  But the point here is that if you do have it, you are a part of the body of Christ.  
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit” (v. 13), as Paul 
also writes in Romans 12:5, “So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another.”   

e.  This, by the way, is also the point of our communing together at the Lord’s Table.  
Again, Paul writes, “Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we 
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all partake of the one bread” (1 Cor. 10:17).   
 
II.  Let’s look secondly, then, at what this union should produce among the members of 

the body.   
A.  First, Paul says “there should be no division in the body.”   

1.  The Greek word for “division” reveals more powerfully what Paul is here referring to.   
a.  The word is sci,sma, from which we get the English word “schism.”   
b.  It basically means a split, a rift, or a division.  It can be used to describe the tearing 

or rending of a garment (Mt. 9:16), or of doctrinal differences or divided loyalties 
within a group which tear it apart (Jn. 7:43; 1 Cor. 12:25).   

 
2.  The idea of organic union, which we all have with one another in the body of Christ, is 

meant to show us that we are all a part of one another, that we are all vitally connected, 
and for our well-being, we should remain that way.   
a.  We are not literally one body, as though we all share the same physical body, but we 

are all put together like one physical body.   
b.  Our bodies are a unified whole.  They are made to work together as a whole.  So is 

the body of Christ.   
c.  Just as the tearing or cutting off of a limb or an organ of our bodies causes it to work 

less efficiently, so it is in the body of Christ.   
d.  Where there are party spirits, where there are substantive doctrinal differences -- 

whether or not they really are or are only perceived as though they are --, there will 
be a corresponding decrease in the ability of the body to produce any useful labor or 
fruit for God’s glory.  Divisions are bad.  They hinder our progress in doing the 
work which Christ has called us to do.   

e.  You can see the truth of the prophet Amos’ statement, “Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).  The answer is no, they can’t.  They will 
constantly be fighting and hindering one another.   

f.  Now this agreement does not need to be perfect, for no two individuals perfectly 
agree on anything.  Even husbands and wives don’t agree on everything.  But your 
agreement does have to be substantial.   

g.  This is the reason for the many denominations which are in existence today.  There 
are substantial disagreements in key areas which, although they don’t disqualify us 
from being Christians, yet they make it necessary for us to serve the Lord in different 
communions.  Is this good?  No, it isn’t.  Why do divisions exist?  It is because of 
sin.  And as long as this sin is in our members and affects our minds and hearts as it 
does, there will always be these kinds of divisions.   

h.  Tonight, I would like for us to consider what divisions are serious enough to 
actually exclude a person or a group of people from the body and what the ways are 
in which we can recognize a true and legitimate communion within the body of 
Christ.   

i.  But again, God’s will is that there be no divisions.  Paul says in 1:10, “Now I exhort 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be 
no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.”   

j.  Jesus prayed in His high priestly prayer, “I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but 
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for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even 
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world 
may believe that Thou didst send Me.  And the glory which Thou hast given Me I 
have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one;  I in them, and Thou 
in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst 
send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me” (John 17:20-23).   

k.  This exhorts us both to be “diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4:3), and to make sure that we do nothing to unnecessarily disturb the 
peace of the body.   

l.  Jesus said, “"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” 
(Matt. 5:9).  It is not those who try and get their own way, or who promote their 
own agenda in the church who are the sons of God, but those who seek for the peace 
of the church.  And, of course, this can only be sought through the ways of Christ.   

m.  We would all have to admit that we have seen those in the church who say and do 
things to divide it without ever giving it a serious thought.  All that they are 
concerned about is their own welfare.  They don’t seem to care about the welfare of 
others.   

n.  But brethren, this is sin.  We must seek, as the song says, to quench the coals of 
growing strife, not to stir them up.  We must seek to be peacemakers, not 
division-makers.   

o.  If you are guilty of this, you must repent and call upon the Lord for His grace which 
He promises you through His Son to overcome it.  What you do affects not only 
yourselves, but the whole body.  It cripples it and makes it less fit to do the work of 
Christ.  And seeing that there is so little time, so few laborers and so much work to 
do, to lose any time and opportunity is a terrible waste.   

p.  “There should be no division in the body.”   
 

B.  Secondly, Paul says, “the members should have the same care for one another.”   
1.  This is the antidote to division.  Paul writes in his letter to Philippi, “Do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one 
another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others” (2:3-4).   

2.  But how are we to do this?   
a.  Paul tells us two general ways in verse 26, “And if one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.”   
b.  If one member of the body of Christ, in the church in general, or in this church in 

particular, suffers, we are all to suffer with it.   
(i)  Think of the missionaries who were abducted in South America, and the number 

of years in which they have been separated from their families, precious time 
which can never be recaptured or regained.  Does your heart ache for them?  Do 
you feel their sorrow and loss?  You should, for they are a part of the same body 
as you.   

(ii)  Think of the Christians who are persecuted in Africa and Turkey and other parts 
of the world.  Are you concerned about them?  Does their welfare interest you?  
The author to the Hebrews writes, “Remember the prisoners, as though in prison 
with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves are also in the 
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body” (Heb. 13:3).   
(iii)  Think about those in our own church who are suffering from sickness, from the 

loss of loved ones, from injury and the lack of their daily bread, does their plight 
concern you?  Are you doing what you can to relieve their  misery?   

(iv)  Our brother and sister Jeff and Marilyn Enas are about to move away to the 
Midwest, does their removal from here cause you to feel a sense of loss?  It 
should, for we are all part of one body.   

(v)  Think of those around you who are struggling with sin, or have fallen into sin.  
What have you done to reclaim them?  Paul writes, “Who is weak without my 
being weak?  Who is led into sin without my intense concern?” (2 Cor. 11:29).   

(vi)  We should all have the same love and concern for one another as we would 
have for ourselves.  Jesus goes even further where He says, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).  Your neighbors include, not only your 
brethren, but all who are near you:  your friends, your family members, those you 
work with, and your enemies.   

(vii)  We should be especially careful for those outside the church.  We need to 
love them as well and make sure that we don’t become the cause of their turning 
away from Christ.  We don’t want to be one of the means to their damnation, but 
rather to their salvation.  We should be concerned about the suffering that they 
are about to undergo and make what sacrifices are necessary to reach out to them 
with the Gospel.   

 
c.  Likewise, he tells us if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.   

(i)  Being part of one body means that we don’t have to be jealous of one another.   
(ii)  If the Lord uses one of His members to do some great thing for Himself, we can 

all rejoice, for we shall all benefit from it, because we are all part of one body.   
(iii)  And since the very goal of our own life, which is to seek Christ’s honor and 

glory and not our own, is also accomplished, in this we also rejoice.   
(iv)  It is a real sign of true humility when we can watch someone else bring honor 

to Christ, and not be angry because we ourselves did not do it.  As far as Paul 
was concerned, if Christ is proclaimed, even if it was through false pretenses, in 
this he would still rejoice (Phil. 2:18).   

(v)  Peter writes, “To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, 
kindhearted, and humble in spirit” (1 Pet. 3:8).   

 
d.  Brethren, our passage this morning reminds us that we are a part of something more 

intimate than a mere society or community, we are a part of the same body.  This 
means in the same way the members of our own bodies care for and mutually nurture 
one another, we should also care for one another.  Examine yourselves therefore 
according to this principle.  If you are guilty of sowing division, repent and make 
amends.  If your heart has been cold toward your brethren, repent and ask Christ to 
renew His love in your heart for them.  If you have by your words or actions turned 
anyone away from the church, seek to be reconciled with them that they may 
continue to seek after Christ and hopefully find Him.   

e.  Christ does not ask us to do anything which He will not also give us the ability to 
perform.  Draw upon His strength then to be what He calls you to be and to do what 
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He calls you to do.  May God grant us His blessing to this end.   Amen.   


