
“Worship God Alone” 

(Deuteronomy 6:13) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  (Review).   

1.  Last week, we considered how we are to worship.   

a.  We saw that all churches don’t agree:   

(i)  They might agree that we are to worship according to God’s will.   

(ii)  But they don’t agree on how to determine that will.   

(a)  Rome claims to have additional revelation.   

(b)  So does Orthodoxy, though they differ with Rome.   

(c)  Lutherans hold to the Bible alone, but differ on what’s allowed.   

(d)  Evangelicals pretty much do the same.   

 

b.  Our view is that God must tell us.   

(i)  He knows what He wants.   

(ii)  He’s told us what He wants in His Word.   

(iii)  Our only task is to search out what He wants and do it.   

(iv)  That’s what it means to worship/serve the Lord:  He speaks and we 

listen and do.   

(v)  To do anything else amounts to rebellion:  remember the golden calf (Ex. 

32, remember Korah (Num. 16:31-35), remember Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 

10:1-2).   

 

2.  We did this as a necessary step towards dealing with our Reformation topic:   

a.  In general, the topic of the continuing Reformation:  the church reformed and 

always to be reforming according to the Word of God.   

b.  More specifically, whether the Word of God commands us to sing hymns.   

(i)  We saw the answer is yes, for reasons we’ll review this evening.   

(ii)  If it was no, our direction would have to change.   

 

B.  Preview.  (Hook).   

1.  This morning, we’re looking at an even more important topic:  whom are we to 

worship?   

a.  The answer may seem simple – we are to worship God – but in the history of 

the church, it’s been complicated.   

b.  Who is God?  What is He like?  How do we know we’re worshiping the true 

God and not an idol of our own making?   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  What God reveals about Himself through His names.   

b.  What He reveals about Himself through three particular names:  Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.    
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II.  Sermon.  (Argue).   

A.  First, let’s consider who this God we worship is through a few of His names.   

1.  Our text points us to two of these names:  “You shall fear only the LORD your 

God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name” (Deu. 6:13).   

a.  Notice there are three acts of worship mentioned:   

(i)  Fear:  reverential awe, fear Him, do what He says, turn from evil.   

(ii)  Worship/service:  to serve Him as He commands is worship.   

(iii)  Swearing:  taking an oath or making a vow is an act of worship.   

 

b.  But note there is only One object of these acts:  “The Lord your God.”   

(i)  We must worship Him alone.   

(ii)  He is a jealous God who will not share His glory with another.   

 

2.  Who is this Lord?   

a.  This is a rather large subject.   

(i)  We can know through what He tells us.   

(ii)  We see Him through His works.   

(iii)  But we can also see what He is through His names.   

 

b.  Let’s consider some of these names.   

(i)  God (Elohim):  

(a)  The plural form of El, showing plurality.   

(b)  The name of the One who created:  “In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).   

 

(ii)  God Almighty (El Shaddai):   

(a)  “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 

Abram and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be 

blameless.  I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I 

will multiply you exceedingly’” (Gen. 17:1-2).   

(b)  The One with whom nothing is too difficult.   

 

(iii)  Lord (Yahweh):  The eternal, self-existent One.   

(a)  “Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, 

and I will say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.”  

Now they may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall I say to 

them?’  God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus 

you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you”’” (Ex. 

3:13-14).   

(b)  The One who always is, who has been and always will be (Eternality).   

(c)  The One who depends on nothing else for His existence (Independent, 

self-existent).   

(d)  The One who never changes (immutable).  Not the Mormon god.   

 

(iv)  The Lord our Provider (Jehovah Jireh):   
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(a)  “Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it 

is said to this day, ‘In the mount of the LORD it will be provided’” 

(Gen. 24:14).   

(b)  The One who provides all our needs, all our godly desires, who opens 

His hands to give every good thing (Ps. 104), especially salvation.   

 

(v)  The Lord our Righteousness (Jehovah Tsidkenu):   

(a)  “‘Behold, the days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘When I will 

raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king and act 

wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.  In His days Judah 

will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely; and this is His name by 

which He will be called, “The LORD our righteousness”’” (Jer. 23:5-

6).   

(b)  He is the One who reigns and leads us in righteousness.   

 

(vi)  The Lord our Sanctifier (Jehovah M’Kaddesh):   

(a)  “You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the 

LORD your God.  You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am 

the LORD who sanctifies you” (Lev. 20:7-8).   

(b)  He is the One who call us to be and makes us holy.   

 

(vii)  The Lord our salvation (Jehovah-Shua/Joshua/Jesus):   

(a)  “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).   

(b)  He is our Savior – the One who saves us from our sins.   

 

c.  This is enough to narrow down the One we are to worship.  But there is more.   

(i)  All these designations apply to Yahweh, the One in whom is plurality 

(Elohim).   

(ii)  But there are names that specify each person.   

 

B.  What does God reveal about Himself through the names Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit?  That He is triune.   

1.  This sets the true religion apart from all others.   

a.  All others are either atheistic, polytheistic or unitarian.   

(i)  God either doesn’t exist or He does.   

(ii)  There are either many gods or only one.   

(iii)  If there is one, He is either uni-personal or multi-personal.   

 

b.  The God of Christianity, the God of the Bible is:   

(i)  Not only existent, but eternally existent:  eliminating atheism.   

(ii)  He is not many, but One:  monotheistic as opposed to polytheistic.   

(iii)  He is not uni-personal but tri-personal:  eliminating Unitarianism.   

 

2.  Since knowing the true God is essential to our salvation, let’s consider again 

why we believe God is triune:   
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a.  Usually, there’s no debate that the Father is God.   

(i)  He is plainly called God.   

(a)  “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father” (Col. 3:17).   

(b)  “Jesus said to her, ‘Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to 

the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, “I ascend to My 

Father and your Father, and My God and your God”’” (John 20:17).   

 

(ii)  Those involved in the Jesus only movement don’t deny the Father is 

God, but believe that Jesus is the Father – they are unitarian.   

 

b.  If any of the persons are questioned, it’s the Son and the Spirit.   

(i)  Why do we believe the Son is God?   

(a)  He is called God:   

(1)  Thomas called Him God:  “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach here 

with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and 

put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.’  

Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” (John 

20:28).   

(2)  Paul called Him God:  “For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and 

worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the 

present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself 

for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” 

(Titus 2:11-14).   

(3)  John called Him God, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . .  And the Word 

became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as 

of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 

1:1, 14).   

 

(b)  He does the works of God:  “For by Him all things were created, both 

in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities -- all things have been created 

through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16).   

(c)  He is worshiped as God:  “When they got into the boat, the wind 

stopped.  And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You 

are certainly God’s Son!’” (Matt. 14:32-33).   

 

(ii)  Why do we believe the Spirit is God?   

(a)  He is called God:  “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your 

heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the 

land?  While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after 

it was sold, was it not under your control?  Why is it that you have 
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conceived this deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men but to 

God’” (Acts 5:3-4).   

(b)  He does the works of God:  “You send forth Your Spirit, they are 

created; and You renew the face of the ground” (Psalm 104:30).   

(c)  He is personal:  “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in My name, He (masculine pronoun) will teach you all things, 

and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” (John 14:26).   

(d)  His name is paralleled with the Father and Son in such a way that He 

must be God:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).   

(e)  Now it’s true that we don’t see much attention drawn to the Spirit or 

His worship in the Bible:   

(1)  But that’s because He is the author of Scripture and His task is to 

draw attention to Christ.   

(2)  In the economy of salvation, He took a subordinate role under the 

Father and Son.   

(3)  But He is no less God and no less worthy to be worshiped.   

 

3.  This is the God we worship.   

a.  Yahweh alone; the God of the Bible; the One who is tri-personal; Father Son 

and Holy Spirit.   

(i)  We are to fear this God alone.   

(ii)  We are to serve this God alone.   

(iii)  We are to swear by this God alone.   

 

b.  If this isn’t the god we worship, we are giving our worship to a false god and 

are guilty of idolatry.   

c.  With this as background, we’ll be better equipped to consider our topic this 

evening.   

d.  Sadly, though Watts was orthodox for most of his life, towards the end he 

began to question Trinitarianism.   

e.  This is one of the things we’ll look at this evening, as well as what we are to 

make of it.   

f.  But for now, let’s think about the true God and set our hearts to worship Him.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


