
 

“Worship Christ, the Newborn King!” 
(Matthew 2:1-12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The apostle Matthew, who was a close and intimate friend of the Lord 
Jesus, wrote this account of the things which Jesus said and did, this Gospel, called the 
book of Matthew.  He wrote this, first of all, because God wanted him to write it.  God 
wanted there to be a record of the things Jesus did, so that we, who would live many 
years later, might know Him, that we might believe in Him.  Why is it important to know 
Christ, not just to know about Him, but to know Him and believe in Him?  It is because 
to know Him in this intimate sense is to have eternal life, and to not know Him is to be 
forever lost, to be destroyed forever, because of our sins.  God has preserved this account, 
so that we might be reconciled to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ, that our sins might 
be forgiven.  But, as we’ve already seen, Matthew had another goal in writing this 
Gospel.  He wrote it because he wanted to show his brothers, the Jews, that Jesus is the 
Christ, the promised Messiah of God, the One whom they had been waiting for for so 
many centuries.  This is one of things which gives this book such a strong Jewish flavor, 
for Matthew is constantly quoting from the Old Testament Scriptures to show that Jesus 
is that promised Messiah and that his people, the Jews, ought to receive Him as such.  
This news was too good to keep to himself.  He wanted to tell the Jews, and the whole 
world about Jesus.  He loved His Savior too much not to try and fulfill what Christ had 
commanded him, namely, to go into all the world and to tell every living creature what 
God has done for their salvation.   
  And so, as we’ve already seen, Matthew began his book by showing us that Jesus is 
the fulfillment of the promises which God made to Abraham and to David.  God had 
promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, and that through his seed 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  He made that promise to him when he and 
Sarah were both old and beyond the normal time of bearing children.  Yet Abraham did 
not waver in faith, but believed God, and he saw the fulfillment of that promise in Isaac.  
God had also made a promise to David that He would seat one of his offspring on his 
throne and that He would establish his throne forever.  David believed God, and he saw 
the fulfillment of that promise in his son Solomon.  But yet, as Matthew showed us, God 
had an even greater fulfillment in mind for both of these promises.  Through these things, 
He was really pointing to His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the One who was supernaturally 
conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary, by the Holy Spirit.  He was born in the line of 
Abraham, and in the line of David.  He is the true fulfillment of the promises.  He is the 
One through whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  He is the One who will 
reign on David’s throne forever.  And in our passage this morning, Matthew shows us 
how God began to fulfill these promises in this visit of the wise men.  What he tells us is 
that,  
 
  Jesus is the newborn King of the Jews.  (?)   
 
I.  I would first of all suggest to you that this account we have here is the earliest 

fulfillment of the promise to Abraham that through his seed all the nations would 
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be blessed.  Here we already see men, who were not even Jews, but Gentiles, who 
were seeking for Jesus, even before the Jews knew what was going on.  
Remember that God said to Abraham that not only the chosen nation of the Jews 
would be blessed through the promised Messiah, but also that all the nations 
would be blessed, that the reign of the Messiah would be over all the kingdoms of 
the earth and that all, therefore, would benefit from it.  And here we clearly see 
the beginning of the fulfillment of this prophecy where men from outside the 
nation of Israel come to find this One whose birth was announced by the star.   
A.  Now we might first ask ourselves who these men were and where they came from.  

Matthew says that they were called magi.  But what are magi?   
1.  Some believe that they were kings who lived in the east, because of what some 

of the Old Testament prophecies say.   
a.  Solomon, the Son of king David, wrote in one of the Psalms, in which he 

clearly predicted the coming reign of the Messianic King, “May he also rule 
from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.  Let the nomads 
of the desert bow before him; and his enemies lick the dust.  Let the kings of 
Tarshish and of the islands bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba offer 
gifts.  And let all kings bow down before him, all nations serve him” (72:8-
11).   

b.  Isaiah also wrote these words, which were penned as though the Messiah 
Himself was speaking them, “And now says the Lord, who formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel 
might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and My 
God is My strength), He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My 
Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of 
Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.’  Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, 
and its Holy One, to the despised One, to the One abhorred by the nation, to 
the Servant of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and arise, princes shall also bow down; 
because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen 
You’” (49:5-7).  Now both Solomon and Isaiah were clearly talking about 
Jesus.  But there are some who take these references to these kings bowing 
down as being fulfilled by the wise men when they visited Christ after His 
birth.  And that is possible, because Christ is the King of kings, and the Lord 
of lords.   

c.  It’s really for this reason that one wrote that very familiar Christmas carol, 
“We Three Kings.”   

 
2.  But others disagree and see them not as kings, but as wise men.   

a.  The magi were a special class of priests within the ancient culture of the 
Medes and Persians.   

b.  The word was also used to describe the wise men and astrologers, at the time 
of Daniel the prophet.  They were those who interpreted dreams and visions 
(Dan. 1:20; 2:27; 5:15), as well as being learned in the various branches of 
science, such as astronomy.   

c.  This is most likely who they were.  They were the wise men, or scholars, of 
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an ancient eastern culture, perhaps from Arabia, or Persia or Mesopotamia, 
who had discerned from their study that a new king had been born.   

d.  Notice one other thing about them which is interesting.  There is no mention 
of how many of them there were.  It simply says that magi arrived in 
Jerusalem.  Some have thought that there were three, because they offered to 
Jesus three gifts.  But all it really says is that they offered Him gifts.  All we 
can really know is that there was more than two.   

 
B.  But another question we might ask is, How did they know that this new King had 

been born and that they would find Him in Israel?  The only thing we can know 
about it is what Matthew writes.  When they arrived in Jerusalem, they asked, 
“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw His star in the 
east, and have come to worship Him.”   
1.  How did they know?  They saw His star in the east.   

a.  Now this could not have been an ordinary star, because they knew somehow 
that it was connected with the Messiah.   

b.  We also know that this was a new star.  It was not one that they had seen 
their whole lives.  As a matter of fact, we learn by comparing verses 7 and 16 
of this chapter, that the star could not have been there for more than two 
years.   

c.  This is why Herod would later send his troops to Bethlehem to destroy all the 
male children, who were two years old and younger.    

d.  Also, an ordinary star would not remain in the same position in the sky over 
one particular area for very long, as this star seems to have done.  For it was 
able to lead the wise men right to where Jesus was.   

 
2.  But the question remains as to why they would think that this star was connected 

with the birth of a king?   
a.  It could be that God revealed it to them even in their pagan astrology and 

astronomy, as a testimony to them of the birth of His Son.   
b.  Or, perhaps even more likely, these wise men had access to some of the 

writings of the prophets, perhaps some things were recorded in their own 
records.   

c.  For instance, Balaam prophesied while in Moab, which is east of Israel, and 
this prophecy could have been preserved in their records.  He said, “I see 
him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star shall come forth from 
Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through the 
forehead of Moab, and tear down all the sons of Sheth” (Num. 24:17).   

d.  But there was also a prophet of Israel, who has been taken into captivity, into 
that very area, by the name of Daniel.  God revealed to Daniel the time frame 
in which the Messiah would come.  The angel Gabriel came to him and said, 
“So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore 
and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there will be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks” (Dan. 9:26).   

e.  We really can’t know for sure how they knew.  But somehow, God had 
revealed it to them.  God had placed a witness in the heavens that would 
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announce to the discerning eye that He had sent His Son into the world, the 
One who would rule over all the nations.  The Roman historians, Suetonius 
and Tacitus, both wrote that there was an expectation which prevailed in the 
East, that out of Judea one would arise who would be a sovereign of the 
world.   

f.  But now listen to this prophecy of Isaiah, written so many years earlier, which 
seems to describe these very events which are fulfilled in the coming of the 
wise men.  He writes, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of 
the LORD has risen upon you.  For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and 
deep darkness the peoples; but the LORD will rise upon you, and His glory 
will appear upon you.  And nations will come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising.  Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all 
gather together, they come to you.  Your sons will come from afar, and your 
daughters will be carried in the arms.  Then you will see and be radiant, and 
your heart will thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea will be 
turned to you, the wealth of the nations will come to you.  A multitude of 
camels will cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba will come; they will bring gold and frankincense, and will bear good 
news of the praises of the LORD” (60:1-6).  The wise men may very well 
have been the earliest fulfillment of this prophecy.   

 
II.  But now let us look at something else which would seem completely unexpected.  

Notice that when the wise men arrived in Jerusalem, they found that no one else 
was even aware of the fulfillment of this birth.  They were the very first ones to 
announce it.   
A.  Why was this?   

1.  The Jews, after all, had the Scriptures, which foretold of these very things.   
2.  But yet they didn’t seem to be aware of the time of the fulfillment of the 

prophecy.  The Lord has hidden them from their eyes.   
a.  Jesus, when He approached the city of Jerusalem for the last time before His 

crucifixion, wept over it, as He prophesied its destruction.  He said, “If you 
had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace!  But now 
they have been hidden from your eyes.  For the days shall come upon you 
when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and 
hem you in on every side, and will level you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because 
you did not recognize the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:41-44).   

b.  The Jews were blinded to these things.  Jesus said that they had eyes but they 
could not see, and ears but they could not hear.  And this came about because 
of the judgment of the Lord upon their sins.  Not all were blind, but many of 
them were.   

 
B.  But the announcement of this birth also did not have the results that they would 

have expected to see.   
1.  The first thing which happened was that king Herod heard it and was troubled.  

And most likely, because he was troubled, all Jerusalem was also troubled.   



5 

 

2.  Herod didn’t like the idea that a new king had been born.  Herod was so jealous 
for his kingdom, that he even killed his wife and three sons to prevent the 
possibility of their trying to take over his kingdom before he died.   

3.  And so Herod wanted to find out more about this King.  Therefore, he called 
together all the chief priests and scribes, to find out where He was to be born.   

4.  And so they told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the 
prophet, ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
leaders of Judah; for out of you shall come forth a Ruler, who will shepherd my 
people Israel’” (Matt. 2:5-6).  It was predicted several hundred years earlier by 
the prophet Micah that the Messiah would come forth from the small town of 
Bethlehem, which is called the city of David.  This One was to be the shepherd 
Israel, which is a Jewish way of saying that He would be King.  And isn’t it 
interesting how the Lord so sovereignly arranged things so that this admission 
would come from the very rulers of the Jewish people who would later provoke 
the people to cry out for Christ’s crucifixion?   

5.  Now that the place has been found, all that was left was to find out the time.   
a.  And so Matthew writes, “Then Herod secretly called the magi, and 

ascertained from them the time the star appeared” (v. 7).   
b.  Herod called them secretly, perhaps so the leaders would not be alerted to 

what he was planning.  They may at this point still have been under the 
mistaken idea that the Messiah was to be the King of a political kingdom 
which would free them from the tyranny of Rome.   

c.  Herod believed that the time that the star appeared was probably when the 
child was born.  And since it had not been long, there was a good chance that 
the child was still there.   

 
6.  And now, why waste time looking for someone yourself, when there are others 

who are willing to do the work for you?  And also if you might be suspected of 
foul play?  And so, Herod “sent them to Bethlehem, and said, ‘Go and make 
careful search for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, that I 
too may come and worship Him” (v. 8).  This, Herod said, not because he 
wanted to honor Him, but because, as a pawn of the devil, he wanted to destroy 
this One who could threaten his throne.  The devil, of course, hated Christ, 
because he hates God.   

7.  And why didn’t the religious leaders of the people pursue the matter any 
further?  It was because of their sin.  And even here we see God overruling all 
things for His glory, for the more public the man who sought after Christ, the 
more public would Christ’s presence have been.  God was keeping His Son safe, 
lest the madman Herod destroy Him.   

8.  And when they left, “the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before 
them, until it came and stood over where the Child was” (v. 9).  The star, 
apparently had disappeared, but now was back to lead them to their desired goal.   

 
III.  And now pay closest attention to the response of these men to Jesus.  They saw 

in Him a treasure beyond compare.   
A.  First, “when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy” (vv. 9-
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10).  
1.  Very strong language is used here to express the fulfillment of their 

expectations.  They rejoiced greatly with great joy!   
2.  They had found that which they were seeking for, the Christ child, the desire of 

the ages.  Were these men converted?  Possibly.  The light of the star had 
brought them to the spiritual light, the light of the world.  When you recognize 
that you are lost in the darkness, the light is a very welcome sight.   

 
B.  Secondly, “They came into the house, and saw the Child with Mary His mother; 

and they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented 
to Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh” (v. 11).   
1.  Now that the crowd from the census was gone, Joseph and Mary had no trouble 

finding a house in which to stay.   
2.  And when the wise men entered into that house and saw Jesus, they fell down 

and worshiped Him.   
a.  Did these wise men from the east come so far and go through such difficulty 

merely to show honor to some petty Jewish king?  Probably not.  They 
understood that this was no ordinary child, and no ordinary king.   

b.  The words here refer to religious worship, which was not uncommon to give 
kings in those days, since kings were often looked upon as gods.  But it is 
quite possible that they recognized this One as being far greater, for God had 
marked His arrival with a heavenly light.   

c.  And they also offered to this newborn king their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.  If you ever came into the presence of a king, you would always 
bring a gift to honor him.  And the greater the person, the greater the gift.  
This is why the queen of Sheba brought so much wealth to Solomon, when 
she came to honor him and to learn from his wisdom.   

d.  The word used here of presenting these gifts has to do with a religious 
offering.  This is what it means everywhere it is used in the New Testament.  
They were offering this gift as an act of worship to Christ!   

e.  What was the significance of these gifts?  Some believe that it was a 
recognition on the part of the wise men that Christ was to be a king, a prophet 
and a priest.  Certainly, He was.  I don’t know if that is the real reason.  But 
whatever the reason was, certainly we can say that these were precious gifts, 
and that they would have given Joseph and Mary the money they needed to 
live in Egypt, for it was there that they were about to go.   

f.  But one last thing is told us.  God did not allow the wise men to return to 
Herod to tell him where the baby was.  He may have fooled the wise men, but 
he couldn’t fool God.  And so the Lord warned the wise men not to return to 
Herod, but to go back to their country by another way.   

g.  We have seen this morning the singular care which the God took to protect 
His Son, as well as the value of this babe as seen in the lives of the wise men.  
The only question left to ask this morning is what do you think of the Christ?  
There are only two possible responses:  that of the Herod and the Jews, who 
hated Him and sought to put Him to death, or that of the wise men, who 
sought Him out, that they might worship and serve Him.  Which category do 
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you fall into?   
h.  God tells us in His Word that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.  He tells us that wages of sin is death, eternal death in a lake of fire 
which never ends.  But the good news is that this Jesus grew up, kept His 
Father’s commandments perfectly, and then died on the cross to remove the 
sins of His people.  He did this that He might save all those who would come 
to Him and trust in Him for salvation.  Are you trusting in Christ for your 
salvation this morning?  Does your life show that you are through your dying 
to yourself in order to follow Christ?  If not, I would invite you to come to 
Him this morning.  God says that if you will confess with your mouth Jesus 
as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
shall be saved.  The ability to do this only comes from above, from God.  If 
He has opened your heart to respond to His Son this morning, take hold of 
Him now and believe on Him unto everlasting life.  If He has not, then you 
should fear, and you should pray that He would do so, so that you will not 
perish forever.   

i.  But let this be a reminder for those of us who have come to Christ, of all that 
God has done for our salvation.  God has given to us something more 
precious than silver or gold which perishes.  He has given to us everlasting 
life in His Son.  May this serve to stir up our hearts to love and thankfulness, 
that we may give ourselves to Him even more in the days ahead.  Amen.   


