
“Like the Holy One Who Called You, Be Holy” 
(1 Peter 1:14-19) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  What is the duty we owe God?  Obedience to His revealed will.   
2.  This is the Law Adam was supposed to obey.   

a.  God didn’t give him that Law in words.   
b.  But it was implied in his obedience:  in breaking the one command he had, he broke 

the whole Law.   
c.  The Lord gave us a handy summary of the Law in the Ten Commandments.   
 

3.  It is the greatest rule or standard ever given and demands our obedience because it is 
good and right.   
a.  What it really requires is that we love:  God and man.   
b.  This is still God’s revealed will for us.   

(i)  It isn’t all He wants us to do.   
(ii)  He also commands us to believe in Christ, since we can’t be saved through our 

works since Adam.   
(iii)  But He still wills that we repent – which means to turn from doing wrong things 

and begin doing the right, moral, loving things, as God defines love.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The next question and answer in the catechism brings us back to our motive for 
obedience.  Why should we obey God?   

2.  The catechism gives us three answers:   
a.  We should obey Him because He is the Lord:  He is sovereign and must be obeyed.   
b.  We should obey Him because He is our God:  He is in covenant with us.   
c.  And we should obey Him because He is our Redeemer:  He has saved us.   
 

3.  This evening, I want us to reflect again on how much we owe God, so that we would be 
encouraged and motivated to obey Him from our hearts.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we should obey Him because He is the Lord.   
1.  He is the sovereign King over all of Creation.   

a.  He made everything.   
b.  He has the right to do with it what He wants.   

 
2.  He therefore has the right to command us and to be obeyed by us.   

a.  Our creation, our existence, obligates us.   
b.  For this reason alone, we should listen to what He says and do it.   

 
B.  Second, we should obey Him because He is our God.   

1.  He can command us as the King of Creation, but more particularly as our God.   
a.  To be His creature is one thing; to receive the blessings of His covenant, another.   
b.  He first gave His Law – His Ten Commandments – to Israel at Sinai.   
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(i)  But it was after He redeemed them from Egypt, after He had taken them to be His 
people.   

(ii)  Remember the preface to the Ten Commandments, “I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” (Ex. 20:2).   

(iii)  They were already bound by the fact that He made them.   
(iv)  But His saving them out of Egypt and making them His people obligated them 

even more.   
 
2.  Because we are in covenant with Him, He has the right to command us and to expect 

our obedience.   
a.  He has taken us out of the world and taken us to be His people.   
b.  His put His mark of ownership on us:  baptism.   
c.  That baptism calls us to obey Him, out of love and thankfulness for the mercies He 

has given to us.   
(i)  Paul tells us what the blessings of being in covenant with God are:  “For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs 
the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law 
and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from whom is 
the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever.  Amen” 
(Rom. 9:3-5).   

(ii)  The adoption as sons.   
(iii)  The glory/presence of the Lord.   
(iv)  The Abrahamic, Davidic and New covenants.   
(v)  The giving of the Law:  yes, this is a blessing.   
(vi)  The promises of the covenant.   
(vii)  The men of faith as fathers:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, etc.   
(viii)  The fulfillment of all the sacrifices of the temple in Christ.   
(ix)  All of these mercies obligate us to obey Him.   
 

C.  But thirdly, and most importantly, we should obey Him because He is our Redeemer.   
1.  It is a blessing to be His creature, to be made in His image; it is a greater blessing to be 

in covenant with Him, separated from the world and children of the covenant; but it is 
the greatest blessing to be redeemed by Him and adopted into His family:  to be 
children of God.   
a.  Clearly, God is the Father of all men.   
b.  He is also the Father and God of His covenant people.   
c.  But He is the Father of His redeemed children in a much closer relationship.   

(i)  There is a covenantal adoption:  I will be your God and you will be My people 
(Ex. 6:7).   

(ii)  But there is also adoption into the family of God.   
(iii)  The two are different.   

(a)  Covenantal adoption can be lost:  a person may become a covenant breaker.   
(b)  Covenantal adoption doesn’t save:  a person can have it and be lost.   
(c)  But adoption into God’s family through Christ can’t be lost.   
(d)  If you have it, you will never fall away forever, and therefore you will never 

be lost.   
(e)  We need to make sure that we don’t confuse the two adoptions.   
(f)  They often go together, but not always.   
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2.  This second adoption obligates us to obey Him more than the other two motives.   

a.  Consider our text:  “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts 
which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I 
am holy.’  And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to 
each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of 
a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:14-19).   

b.  This adoption is what covenantal adoption points to:  adoption into the eternal family 
of God.  It is one thing to have the promises; it’s another to have what is promised:  
salvation through faith in Christ.   

c.  Salvation obligates us:   
(i)  First, to separate ourselves from our former lusts, desires we had while ignorant 

of God’s laws (v. 14).   
(ii)  Second, it calls us to be holy as God is holy:  this is more than separation from 

sin, it is also putting on loving obedience (v. 15-16).   
(iii)  Third, we are to walk in fear realizing that God paid a great price to redeem us.  

We should not take sin lightly.   
 
III.  Application.   

A.  First, if you are simply God’s creature here this evening, not in covenant with Him, not in 
His family, you are obligated to obey God.   
1.  He made you and owns you.  Therefore, He has the right to command you.   
2.  And you should obey Him, especially in His command to you to repent and believe.   

 
B.  Second, if you are counted in God’s covenant people, you must obey Him.   

1.  You come in either by way of profession and baptism, or children by baptism.   
2.  You have a greater obligation to obey Him – separate yourselves from the world to 

Him.   
3.  But you must especially obey His command to repent and believe.   

a.  What the Lord promises can only be received by grace through faith.   
b.  There have been many people who have lived and died in the church who have not 

believed.   
c.  Your baptism calls you to trust in Jesus:  this is true of all of us.   

 
C.  But lastly, if you are the recipient of His redemptive blessings in Christ and are members 

of His household, you are obligated most of all.   
1.  You also have the Spirit and true love in your hearts to God:  this is the strongest 

obligation, the obligation of the heart.     
2.  The Lord calls you to separate yourselves from the world and be holy.   

a.  Put away your sinful desires.   
b.  Sanctify your hearts for the service of God.  
c.  Realize that the Lord has bought you with the blood of His Son and you belong to 

Him.   
d.  Love Him with all your heart, mind, soul and strength (Mark 12:30).   
e.  Serve Him now with all your time, talents, and energy.   
f.  Be holy, for the Lord is holy.  Amen.   


