
“Why We Believe We Should Worship God as He Commands” 

(Exodus 20:4-6) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  God’s love calls us  

a.  To devote ourselves completely to Him.   

b.  We saw as much in the first commandment:   

(i)  You shall have no other gods before Me.   

(ii)  You must not love anything more than God.   

(iii)  Nothing must even be a close second –  

(iv)  Not even those closest to you.   

 

2.  Remember that He doesn’t require this of you for nothing.   

a.  What more could He have done to command your love?   

(i)  He gave you being.   

(ii)  He’s sustained you with every good thing.   

(iii)  When you rebelled against Him  

(a)  And were headed for an eternity of hell,  

(b)  He gave His most precious Son to save you.   

 

b.  You owe Him this much,  

c.  And far more than you could ever give Him.   

 

3.  Tonight we’re going to consider  

a.  That when the Lord tells us  

(i)  To love Him most of all,  

(ii)  He doesn’t mean in any way you please.   

(iii)  He means in the way He wants you to love Him.   

 

b.  Those who do marriage counseling  

(i)  Know how important it is  

(a)  That a husband and wife be able  

(b)  To communicate their love to each other.   

 

(ii)  Most couples go into the marriage  

(a)  Thinking that if they just do in a way  

(b)  That makes sense to them,  

(c)  That their spouse will understand it in that way.   

(d)  That’s certainly true  

(1)  When it comes to the basics of affection –  

(2)  To those things that only mean love.   

(3)  But it isn’t true in other areas.   
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(iii)  Sometimes a husband or wife  

(a)  Might work hard at showing their spouse they love them,  

(b)  Only to find that their spouse  

(c)  Is looking to see whether they love them at all.   

 

(iv)  The point is, your spouse needs to tell you  

(a)  What he or she understands and receives as love.   

(b)  If you want to show them you love them,  

(c)  That’s what you need to do.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Not surprisingly, the same holds true for God,  

a.  Since He too is a Person.   

b.  If we are to love Him,  

c.  We must do it in the way He accepts.   

(i)  That’s true more narrowly  

(ii)  As we meet together to show Him our love in worship,  

(iii)  And more broadly,  

(iv)  As we seek to show Him love in a life that is pleasing to Him.   

 

2.  This is what the second commandment is about:   

a.  That we worship Him –  

(i)  Or show Him love and honor –  

(ii)  In the way He desires,  

(iii)  In the way He will accept.   

 

b.  Tonight, let’s look at two things:   

(i)  First, how we are to worship/love God.   

(ii)  And second, why we should worship/love Him the way He commands.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider how to worship/love Him.   

1.  I’m using the words worship and love  

a.  As essentially synonymous.   

b.  The only worship God will accept  

(i)  Is that which comes from the heart.   

(ii)  If you are to love Him,  

(iii)  You must give Him the worship He requires.   

 

c.  Why can’t we just worship Him anyway we want to?   

(i)  It’s because God –  

(ii)  Being a holy and righteous God,  

(iii)  And having the authority to command  

(iv)  What He wants –  

(v)  Wants to be worshipped in a particular way.   

(vi)  That’s what He tells us in the second commandment.   
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2.  The second commandment addresses worship more narrowly:   

a.  How we are to show Him the honor/glory that is His.   

(i)  But here, instead of telling us positively,  

(ii)  He does so negatively.   

 

b.  He likely does so for two reasons:   

(i)  Because He knows the tendencies of our hearts.   

(a)  We’re more likely to do what we shouldn’t do  

(b)  Because of the sin in our souls.   

(c)  Most of the commandments  

(d)  Are expressed negatively:   

(1)  You shall have no other gods before Me.   

(2)  You shall not make for yourself an idol.   

(3)  You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.   

(4)  You shall not commit murder.   

(5)  You shall not commit adultery.   

(6)  You shall not steal.   

(7)  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   

(8)  You shall not covet.   

 

(e)  Only two are positive:   

(1)  Honor your father and mother.   

(2)  And remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.   

(A)  There’s still a negative element in this last one:   

(B)  On it, you shall do no work.   

 

(f)  Perhaps we’re so apt to go the wrong way  

(g)  He expresses it in terms we’ll more readily see.   

 

(ii)  A second reason the Lord gave it negatively to His people then  

(a)  Was because they were just coming out of an idolatrous nation,  

(b)  And were about to enter a land of idolatry.   

(1)  He gave it the first time as they came out of Egypt (Ex. 20),  

(2)  And a second time before they entered Canaan (Deu. 5).   

 

(c)  He wanted them to be sure  

(1)  Not to worship Him  

(2)  The way the people of those nations  

(3)  Worshipped their false gods.   

(4)  He did not want them to make an image of Him,  

(5)  And then worship Him through it.   

 

3.  Were they ever tempted to do this?   

a.  Yes, when they came out of Egypt,  

(i)  When Moses went up on Mount Sinai  
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(a)  To receive the Ten Commandments,  

(b)  And was there for forty days and nights,  

 

(ii)  The first thing they did  

(a)  Was make a golden calf,  

(b)  To represent the God who brought them out of Egypt –  

(c)  This is your God, O Israel,  

(d)  That brought you out of the land of Egypt –  

(e)  And they proclaimed a feast to the Lord (Yahweh).   

 

(iii)  What did God think about this?   

(a)  He had Moses grind the calf into powder  

(b)  And made the Israelites drink it,  

(c)  And had the Levites  

(d)  Who hadn’t abandoned the Lord,  

(e)  Go through the camp and kill several thousand  

(f)  Of those who had.   

 

(iv)  God wants to be worshipped in a particular way.   

 

b.  Do we have any other examples  

(i)  Of those who tried to worship God  

(ii)  In a way He had not commanded?   

(a)  When Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On –  

(1)  Who were Levites –  

(2)  Thought it unfair  

(3)  That God only wanted the sons of Aaron to be priests,  

(4)  They decided to push their way in.   

(5)  To settle the matter,  

(6)  The Lord had them appear before the tent of meeting  

(7)  With their incense sensors burning,  

(8)  To show them what He thought of that.   

(9)  Fire came out of the tent,  

(10)  And burned them up,  

(11)  And an earthquake opened the ground in the camp  

(12)  And swallowed their families and possessions.   

 

(b)  One day Nadab and Abihu –  

(1)  The two sons of Aaron –  

(2)  Offered a mixture of incense  

(3)  On the altar of incense  

(4)  That the Lord hadn’t commanded.   

(5)  Fire came out from the presence of the Lord  

(6)  And they were consumed (Lev. 10:1-2).   

 

c.  Why did the Lord do these things?   
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(i)  We read in verse 3, “Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘It is what the LORD 

spoke, saying, “By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, and 

before all the people I will be honored.”’  So Aaron, therefore, kept 

silent.”   

(a)  The Lord is not our peer –  

(b)  He’s not our buddy –  

(c)  He is our God.   

(d)  He is holy, infinitely holy.   

(e)  And He will be treated as holy.   

(f)  He will also be honored before all men –  

 

(ii)  When He tells us to do something,  

(a)  We must do it.   

(b)  That’s what He wants.   

(c)  That’s what He will accept.   

(d)  That, if we love Him,  

(e)  Is what we will strive to give Him.   

 

d.  And so when it comes to the worship of God,  

(i)  What we do when we gather together  

(a)  To praise, honor and glorify Him,  

(b)  To show our love and devotion to Him,  

(c)  Will be what He wants us to do.   

 

(ii)  We will love Him the way He wants to be loved.   

(a)  We will hear His Word read, explained and applied.   

(b)  We will sing praises to Him –  

(c)  Songs, hymns and spiritual songs –  

(d)  We will pray to Him,  

(e)  And we will receive His sacraments.   

 

(iii)  When the situation requires it  

(a)  We will fast and seek Him even more earnestly,  

(b)  And thank Him when He answers us.   

(c)  We will do this  

(d)  Because we love Him.   

 

4.  How will we worship the Lord more broadly?   

a.  We will show Him our love through our lives.   

b.  Again, we will do it as He commands.   

c.  That’s one of the reasons He gave us the commandments.   

(i)  A minister once wrote,  

(a)  The commandments point us to Christ to be justified,  

(b)  And Christ points us back to the Law to be sanctified.   

 

(ii)  God shows us our sins  
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(a)  And need of the salvation He offers  

(b)  Through the Law.   

(c)  But having come to Christ,  

(1)  And having been saved by His grace,  

(2)  He points us back to the Law  

(3)  To instruct us in holy living –  

(4)  Or how to live a life  

(5)  That is pleasing to God,  

(6)  That shows Him we love Him.   

 

(iii)  If you would show the Lord  

(a)  That you love Him,  

(b)  If you would worship Him in an acceptable way,  

(c)  You must do so according to the commandments,  

(d)  All of which define what love is –  

(e)  Both towards God and our neighbor.   

 

(iv)  It doesn’t matter if you think you love God,  

(a)  Or that you’re loving God.   

(b)  If you’re not loving Him according to the commandments,  

(c)  You’re not loving Him.   

(d)  You must do it His way.   

(e)  Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 

14:15).   

 

B.  Let’s move now to the second point:  Why should you love Him the way He 

commands?   

1.  We’ve already seen some very good reasons:   

a.  You’re not loving Him, if you don’t love Him this way.   

b.  There are also some very serious consequences  

(i)  When you try to show God love  

(ii)  In a way that He hasn’t commanded you to do –  

(iii)  Especially when it comes to worship  

(iv)  More narrowly considered.   

 

c.  You should do it because this is what He commands.   

 

2.  But there is one more reason  

a.  Given in the commandment itself –  

(i)  You should worship Him  

(a)  The way He wants to be worshipped  

(b)  Because of the consequences to your household.   

(c)  The Lord says, “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any 

likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

water under the earth.  You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
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fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those 

who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who 

love Me and keep My commandments.”   

 

(ii)  There can be negative consequences:   

(a)  God will visit our sins  

(b)  On the third and fourth generations  

(c)  Of those who hate Him.   

 

(iii)  But there can be positive consequences:   

(a)  He will show lovingkindness to thousands (of generations),  

(b)  To those who love Him  

(c)  And keep His commandments.   

 

b.  If you know what God wants from you –  

(i)  How He wants you to love and worship Him –  

(a)  But you purposely set that aside  

(b)  To do what you want to do –  

(c)  Not ignorantly, but willingly –  

(d)  Then far from loving Him,  

(e)  You’re actually hating Him –  

(f)  You’re His enemy.   

 

(ii)  If you hate the Lord,  

(a)  It will have consequences on your children –  

(1)  You sins will be visited on them.   

(2)  Does this mean the Lord will punish your children  

(3)  Because of what you do?   

 

(b)  Doesn’t the Lord tell us  

(1)  That everyone will be punished for their own sins?   

(2)  Yes, He does.   

(3)  How then can He punish them for our sins?   

(4)  He can’t,  

(5)  But that doesn’t mean He can’t punish them  

(6)  For their own sins.   

 

(c)  I believe what the Lord has in mind here  

(1)  Is His withholding of mercies  

(2)  He might otherwise have given  

(3)  If the children had had godly parents.   

(4)  In withholding that mercy,  

(5)  He brings on the children  

(6)  The results of their own sins,  

(7)  To the third and fourth generation.   

(8)  What we do –  
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(9)  What everyone does –  

(10)  Has an impact on their children.   

 

c.  On the other hand,  

(i)  If you will worship Him as He commands –  

(a)  If you will truly love Him –  

(b)  Then He will visit His lovingkindness  

(c)  On your children,  

(d)  To the thousandth generation!   

 

(ii)  Does this mean the next thousand generations  

(a)  In your family tree will be saved?   

(1)  No!   

(2)  No one is saved apart from trusting in Jesus Christ  

(3)  And turning from their sins.   

 

(b)  But it does mean that the Lord  

(1)  Will have some regard for your children,  

(2)  And deal with them in His mercies –  

(3)  Perhaps caring for them,  

(4)  Or more importantly, making sure His Gospel comes to them.   

 

(c)  And I don’t think it would be too far-fetched to say  

(1)  That more of them will be saved  

(2)  Than in the family of those who hate Him  

(3)  Because of His covenant mercies – His lovingkindness.   

 

d.  And so why should you worship/love the Lord  

(i)  As He commands, and not just any way you please?   

(a)  Because He has the right to tell you how He would be worshipped.   

(b)  Because that’s the only way He’ll receive it.   

(c)  Because not to do so can have serious consequences –  

(1)  Not just on you,  

(2)  But also on your children –  

 

(d)  But also because to do so as He commands  

(e)  Can bring blessings on a thousand generations.   

 

(ii)  I don’t see anything in Scripture  

(a)  That indicates this command or its promise  

(b)  Are no longer valid.   

(c)  And so let’s be encouraged to take this to heart!   

 

e.  One final word:   

(i)  If you’ve never turned from your sins  

(a)  And trusted Jesus to save you,  
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(b)  Then nothing you do is pleasing to God  

(c)  Because you don’t love Him –  

(d)  If you did, you would believe in His Son  

(e)  And obey Him.   

 

(ii)  The only promise the Lord gives to you  

(a)  Is to judge you for your sins  

(b)  If you don’t repent,  

(c)  And that of passing over  

(d)  The next three or four generations of your children  

(e)  In His mercy.   

 

(iii)  If you want these blessings,  

(a)  If you want the salvation of your soul  

(b)  And for the Lord to deal graciously with your children,  

(c)  You need to begin here:   

(1)  Turn from your sins,  

(2)  Trust the Lord Jesus,  

(3)  And begin to worship Him as He commands  

(4)  From the heart.  Amen.   
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