
“Why We Believe the Bible Is Complete” 

(Revelation 22:18-19) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Seen Bible is God’s Word, because:   

1.  Says it is.   

2.  Reveals future.   

3.  Authors agree perfectly.   

4.  Doesn’t contain absurdities.   

5.  Miracles.   

6.  Ability to transform the heart.   

7.  Only book that reveals God see in nature.   

8.  Spirit confirms.   
 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, want to see why believe complete.   

a.  Are churches believe in continuing revelation.   

b.  We believe God gave special revelation  

(i)  Until Bible complete,  

(ii)  But once complete  

(iii)  He no longer speaks in this way.   

 

2.  See seven reasons:   

We believe Bible complete,  

And so gifts have ceased because of,  

a.  Purpose of gifts.   

b.  Indications that gifts would cease.   

c.  Indications that gifts waning.   

d.  Historically gifts ceased.   

e.  OT enough by itself.   

f.  Pattern of revelation.   

g.  Canonical curse.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.   First, because purpose of gifts.   

1.  Are those who believe  

a.  Gifts norm for church,  

b.  But need to realize they  

c.  Only given when Lord  

d.  Was revealing His Word.   

 

2.  There never a time  

a.  When every believer  

b.  Had these gifts.   
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(i)  Every believer has a gift,  

(ii)  But continuing service gifts,  

(iii)  The special revelatory gifts –  

(iv)  What we call charismatic gifts –  

(v)  Ceased when revelation ceased.   

 

c.  In OT, Lord spoke through prophets.   

(i)  Sometimes He spoke through kings – David, Solomon –  

(ii)  Or priests.   

(iii)  But never everyone.   

 

d.  Same true in NT.   

(i)  As much as some might like to believe otherwise,  

(ii)  Not everyone possessed these gifts.   

(ii)  Relatively few did.   

(iv)  As Paul writes, “All are not apostles, are they?  All are not prophets, are 

they?  All are not teachers, are they?  All are not workers of miracles, are 

they?  All do not have gifts of healings, do they?  All do not speak with 

tongues, do they?  All do not interpret, do they?” (1 Cor. 12:29-30).   

 

(v)  Was far more important  

(a)  To have indwelling Spirit  

(b)  As evidenced by love,  

(c)  Than gifts that even unbelievers could have  

(d)  And still be lost.   

(1)  Saul was among the prophets (1 Sam. 10:11-12).   

(2)  And Judas among those the Lord sent out  

(3)  To proclaim His Gospel (Luke 9).   

(4)  That’s why Paul writes, “If I speak with the tongues of men and of 

angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 

mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And if I give all my 

possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be 

burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (1 Cor. 13:1-3).   

 

e.  The gifts were never given for all to exercise.   

(i)  But to communicate and confirm God’s Word.   

(ii)  Prophets declared God’s will.   

(a)  Foretold what He would do.   

(b)  Wrote inspired history of God’s dealing with His people.   

 

(iii)  Jesus and apostles laid foundation through Gospels and letters.   

(iv)  Lord allowed them to perform miracles  

(v)  To confirm that message came from Him.   
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f.  Were other gifts  

(i)  Before Scripture complete  

(ii)  Lord used to guide church,  

(iii)  But once complete,  

(iv)  The church was to rely on Scripture.   

 

g.  Gifts were also given as sign to Israel  

(i)  To prove Jesus Messiah.   

(ii)  Paul, “In the Law it is written, ‘BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES 

AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS 

PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME,’ says the 

Lord.  So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to 

unbelievers” (1 Cor. 14:21-22).   

(iii)  This why apostles spoke in tongues  

(iv)  On Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).   

 

h.  Once Jews had opportunity  

(i)  To hear Gospel,  

(ii)  And once rejected,  

(iii)  Lord brought judgment.   

 

i.  It’s interesting,  

(i)  But not surprising  

(ii)  That judgment fell on Israel,  

(iii)  Just after NT canon closed.   

(iv)  The last books,  

(a)  Hebrews and Revelation  

(b)  Were written just prior to 70 AD.   

 

B.  Indications that gifts would cease.   

1.  Paul speaks of the gifts ceasing:  “Love never fails; but if there are gifts of 

prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there 

is knowledge, it will be done away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.  When I was a 

child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I 

became a man, I did away with childish things.  For now we see in a mirror 

dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just 

as I also have been fully known” (1 Cor. 13:8-12).   

2.  No one questions that this would happen.   

a.  Only question when.   

(i)  One possibility is at consummation.   

(a)  When Lord comes again.   

(b)  Since church perfect,  

(c)  No longer need imperfect knowledge.   

 

(ii)  But historically,  
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(a)  Church understood differently.   

(b)  Believe Paul speaking  

(c)  Of the perfect foundation of church:   

(d)  The teaching of Jesus and apostles.   

(e)  What Paul speaks of where writes, “So then you are no longer 

strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are 

of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the 

whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 

the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 

God in the Spirit” (2:19-22).   

 

b.  They laid that foundation  

(i)  Through work, preaching, teaching.   

(ii)  Once foundation laid,  

(a)  Revelation ceased,  

(b)  And so did gifts.   

 

C.  Again, as revelation drawing to close, see indication that gifts were waning.   

1.  Author to Hebrews writes, “For if the word spoken through angels proved 

unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 

how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?  After it was at the first 

spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also 

testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by 

gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will” (Heb. 2:2-4).   

2.  The Lord first spoke.   

a.  Was confirmed by those who heard – the apostles.   

b.  He confirmed that this His Word  

c.  By signs, wonders, miracles and gifts,  

d.  As He testified through them.   

(i)  Notice past tense.   

(ii)  Gifts confirmed.   

(iii)  Then were moving off scene.   

 

D.  Historically gifts ceased.   

1.  Church recognized that Scripture complete and canon closed.   

a.  Spoke of apostles’ writing as Scripture.   

b.  Did not look at own writings as on par.   

c.  Also recognized that gifts ceased after apostolic age.   

d.  There were those who claimed to have gifts.   

e.  But these were from schismatic and heretical groups.   

 

2.  Charismatics and Pentecostals  

a.  Believe gifts were given again  

b.  And are for today,  
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c.  Based on Acts 2:  after the outpouring of Spirit and speaking in tongues, 

Peter interprets, “For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 

the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet 

Joel:  ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, ‘THAT I 

WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR 

SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR 

YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL 

DREAM DREAMS; EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND 

WOMEN, I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT and 

they shall prophesy’” (vv. 15-18).   

d.  I don’t know how many times  

(i)  I heard this verse quoted  

(ii)  When in Charismatic circles  

(iii)  To prove that gifts were for today.   

 

e.  But notice,  

(i)  Peter quotes Joel  

(a)  To show what going on then:   

(b)  “This is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel. . .”   

(c)  What’s this?   

(d)  What was going on then,  

(e)  On the Day of Pentecost.   

 

(ii)  They believe “the last days,”  

(a)  Refers to these days.   

(b)  But the last days  

(c)  Were the days just before the Lord  

(d)  Brought judgment on Israel.   

(e)  John writes, very close to that judgment,  

(f)  “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know 

that it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18).   

(1)  It was the last hour then,  

(2)  These aren’t the last days –  

(3)  Those were.   

 

E.   OT enough by itself.   

1.  We don’t really need more revelation –  

a.  He has already given us enough.   

b.  In the OT.   

(i)  Paul writes, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of 

God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

(ii)  Paul was speaking here primarily of OT.   

 

2.  If that’s all we had  
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a.  Would be enough to equip  

b.  For every good work.   

 

3.  Why the NT then?   

 

F.  Because of the pattern of Revelation.   

1.  It’s been God’s pattern  

a.  To reveal what will happen,  

b.  To record what happens,  

c.  Explain what happens,  

d.  To reveal what will happen next,  

e.  Then to stop revealing.   

 

2.  Applying this to Bible,  

a.  Man fell,  

(i)  God promised a redeemer,  

(ii)  He revealed that Savior  

(iii)  Through promises, prophecies, types and shadows  

(iv)  That all pointed forward.   

(v)  Once He finished,  

(vi)  There was silence –  

(vii)  About 400 years  

(viii)  Between closing of OT  

(ix)  And the breaking of that silence  

 

b.  When Gabriel revealed to Zechariah  

(i)  That Elizabeth would give birth to John (Luke 1).   

(ii)  For 400 years the Lord was silent,  

(iii)  Until time  

(iv)  For Messiah to come.   

 

c.  In NT,  

(i)  See fulfillment of those promises in Jesus in the Gospels.   

(ii)  The promise extended to Israel and rejected.   

(iii)  The turning to the Gentiles in Acts.   

(iv)  An explanation of Messiah’s work.   

(v)  And of the kingdom of God in the epistles.   

(vi)  The warning of judgment on Israel.   

(vii)  Then prophecies of the Second Coming of Messiah.   

 

d.  After this, there’s again silence –  

(i)  A silence that won’t be broken  

(ii)  Until Second Coming.   

 

G.  Finally, we have the canonical curse.   

1.  Why do we believe  
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a.  Bible complete  

b.  And that no one should add anything  

c.  By way of revelatory gifts?   

d.  Because of what we’ve seen  

e.  And because of canonical curse.   

 

2.  The canonical curse  

a.  Is God’s warning  

b.  Not to add or take away from His word.   

(i)  The last verses  

(a)  Of last book written of NT,  

(b)  Are warning not to alter anything written.   

(c)  “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 

book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which 

are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of 

life and from the holy city, which are written in this book” (Rev. 22:18-

19).   

(d)  Technically, this refers to that book.   

(e)  But it reflects what true of whole Bible.   

 

(ii)  Lord continually warned His people  

(a)  Not to add or take away from His Word:   

(b)  This applied to His commandments, “You shall not add to the word 

which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep 

the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you” 

(Deu. 4:2).   

(c)  To every word He spoke, “Every word of God is tested; He is a shield 

to those who take refuge in Him.   Do not add to His words or He will 

reprove you, and you will be proved a liar” (Prov. 30:5-6).   

(d)  Jesus applied it to the misinterpretation and misapplication of 

Pharisees, “By this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of 

your tradition.  You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you:  

‘'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR 

HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  BUT IN VAIN DO THEY 

WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF 

MEN’” (Matt. 15:6-9).   

(e)  If false prophet prophesied in the name of Lord,  

(1)  And what said wasn’t true,  

(2)  Then that prophet fell under the curse:   

(3)  He was to be put to death.   

(4)  The Lord said through Moses, “I will raise up a prophet from 

among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his 

mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  It shall 

come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall 

speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.  But the prophet 
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who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not 

commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other 

gods, that prophet shall die” (Deu. 18:18-20).   

 

(iii)  Seeking to continue exercise of charismatic gifts  

(a)  When they’ve ceased,  

(b)  Presumptuously adds to God’s Word,  

(c)  Whether those who do so  

(d)  Believe they are or not  

(e)  And they would fall under curse,  

(f)  But for God’s grace.   

(1)  If really converted,  

(2)  Lord will show mercy.   

 

3.  To summarize:   

a.  God gave the charismatic gifts  

(i)  To communicate and confirm His Word,  

(ii)  And to be a witness to Israel.   

 

b.  Now that Word complete, gifts have ceased.   

c.  Their cessation was predicted in Scripture.   

d.  Their waning can be seen in Scripture.   

e.  Historically, the church saw them cease.   

f.  And we should not expect to see them start up again.   

g.  The next thing should look for  

(i)  Is fulfillment of prophecies regarding kingdom  

(ii)  And the Second Coming.   

 

h.  In meantime,  

(i)  Have a complete rule of faith and practice,  

(ii)  That should never presume to add to or take away from,  

(iii)  Under threat of curse.   

 

H.  In closing, three applications.  What difference does it make?   

1.  First, if gifts ceased, don’t seek them.   

a.  So many today believe gifts  

(i)  What Christianity all about.   

(ii)  They’re not, so will be led astray if seek God this way.   

 

b.  Should seek fullness of Spirit,  

(i)  To love Lord and neighbor instead –  

(ii)  That’s what remains now that gifts ceased.   

(iii)  That’s what gifts meant to establish – means to gain this love.   

(iv)  Paul says it’s far more important  

(v)  Because it’s evidence of changed nature by Spirit.   
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2.  Second, don’t seek God’s will from someone claiming to have prophetic gifts.   

a.  So many chase charismatic prophets  

(i)  And hang on their every word.   

(ii)  But if what they’re saying  

(iii)  Doesn’t agree with Bible,  

(iv)  They’re false prophets,  

(v)  Likely under God’s curse.   

(vi)  Don’t listen to them.   

 

b.  This also applies to those  

(i)  Whose teaching and preaching  

(ii)  Doesn’t agree with Bible.   

 

3.  Finally, listen only to God’s Word.   

a.  This is the touchstone of truth.   

(i)  The only safe way to live is to live by what it says.   

(ii)  Particularly the Gospel:  If you would be safe,   

(a)  Believe on the Lord,  

(b)  Turn from your sins.   

(c)  Then do all He commands.   

 

b.  Build your life on this foundation.  Jesus says, “Therefore everyone who 

hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man 

who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 

the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it 

had been founded on the rock.  Everyone who hears these words of Mine and 

does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 

sand.  The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 

against that house; and it fell – and great was its fall” (Matt. 7:24-27).  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


