
“Why We Believe Salvation Is Entirely by Grace” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  This morning,  

1.  We’re looking at  

a.  One of most important teachings Scripture –  

b.  One that separates Christians from non-Christians:   

c.  That salvation –  

(i)  In this case, more narrowly, justification –  

(ii)  Is by grace alone –  

(iii)  It is entirely the work of God,  

(iv)  And freely given by Him  

(v)  To whomever will receive it.   

(vi)  We contribute nothing.   

(vii)  That if you try to add works to it  

(viii)  You actually destroy it.   

 

d.  Grace by definition  

(i)  Is something freely given –  

(ii)  You can’t buy it,  

(iii)  You can’t work for it,  

(iv)  It can’t be deserved,  

(v)  It must be free.   

 

2.  Sadly,  

a.  There are so many in the history of church  

(i)  Who don’t understand or accept this –  

(ii)  Who believe there’s something we must do  

(iii)  To contribute to our salvation.   

 

b.  Some believe it has everything to do with you –  

(i)  That on the Day of Judgment,  

(ii)  God will weigh your good and bad works,  

(iii)  And deal with you accordingly.   

 

c.  Some believe you need faith, but also the sacraments –  

(i)  That you must receive God’s grace  

(ii)  Through the sacraments,  

(iii)  Ministered by a duly ordained priest.    

 

d.  Some believe you can’t be saved without baptism.   

e.  While other say  

(i)  You must keep up  
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(ii)  X amount of good works  

(iii)  To stay “saved.”   

 

f.  There are even those who turn faith itself  

(i)  Into a work that is able to save you –  

(ii)  Something the Lord will credit to you  

(iii)  As the righteousness you need to enter heaven.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  What we’ll see this morning  

a.  Is that salvation is entirely of grace,  

b.  It’s not something you can add to.   

c.  You can only receive it.   

 

2.  We’ll look at four things:   

a.  That salvation/justification is purely by grace.   

b.  That for it to be by grace, it must be received by faith alone.   

c.  That the reason the Lord has done it this way is because He must.   

d.  And that because this is true, you can’t take any of the credit – it all goes to 

Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that salvation is purely by grace.  Paul writes, “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

not as a result of works.”   

1.  Notice the key words,  

a.  By grace,  

(i)  Not of yourselves,  

(ii)  Gift of God,  

(iii)  Not as a result of works.   

 

b.  Grace, as I’ve already said  

(i)  Is unmerited favor –  

(ii)  Something freely given  

(iii)  To those who don’t deserve it –  

(iv)  Most often to those who deserve the opposite.   

 

2.  What do your works really deserve?   

a.  Some think they deserve heaven,  

(i)  That they’ve done more good than bad,  

(ii)  And so God should let them in.   

 

b.  The problem is, they’re wrong:   

(i)  You haven’t done more good than bad:  you’ve done only bad.   

(a)  The Lord says we all were conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:1),  

(1)  That there is none good, not even one (Rom. 3:10),  
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(2)  That because of Adam’s sin,  

(3)  We were all condemned (Rom. 5:18) and deserve hell.   

 

(b)  He says that our good works  

(1)  Are like filthy rags in His eyes (Isa. 64:6),  

(2)  Because they’re not done  

(3)  Out of love for Him,  

(4)  Or a desire for His glory,  

(5)  Even when we do what’s right.   

 

(c)  He says that even one sin would be too many,  

(1)  That you must be perfect to enter heaven,  

(2)  And yet our entire lives  

(3)  Have been only sinful.   

 

(d)  Your works don’t deserve heaven,  

(e)  They deserve only judgment and hell.   

 

(ii)  And so if God gives you salvation  

(a)  It is purely by His grace.   

(b)  That’s what Paul means  

(c)  When he says it’s not of yourselves,  

(d)  It is the gift of God,  

(e)  Not as a result of works.   

 

B.  Second, for this salvation/justification to be by grace, it must be received by faith 

alone.   

1.  Since you can’t work for it, this is the only other way:   

a.  It must be received by faith.   

(i)  Paul says as much,  

(ii)  “For by grace you have been saved through faith.”   

 

b.  Am I back peddling on what I said earlier?   

(i)  Is faith the one thing you must do  

(ii)  To gain salvation?   

(iii)  Is salvation by works after all – by one act of believing?   

(iv)  No – at least not if you understand what faith is.   

 

c.  If you see faith as something you do,  

(i)  As an act that is so pleasing to God  

(ii)  That He credits it to you as your righteousness,  

(iii)  Then faith is a work.   

(iv)  But that’s not what faith is.   

 

d.  Faith, by definition, looks away from itself to another.   

(i)  Faith is trusting another to do what you can’t.   
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(ii)  In this case, it is looking to Christ.   

(iii)  You are not saved by the act of looking to Christ.   

(iv)  You are saved by Christ.   

(v)  Faith is merely the way you receive what He’s done.   

(a)  It’s the looking away from your works,  

(b)  Even from your faith,  

(c)  To the merits and works of another:   

(d)  To those of Jesus Christ.   

 

e.  Jesus alone has done what is needed to save you.   

(i)  He alone pleased God with His whole life.   

(ii)  He alone offered the only sacrifice  

(iii)  That can take away your sins.   

 

f.  He is the One who offers Himself to you in the Gospel.   

(i)  And if you are willing  

(ii)  To look to Him  

(iii)  And trust Him to save you,  

(iv)  He will do it – freely.   

 

g.  The only way salvation can truly be by grace –  

(i)  The only way it can be a gift  

(ii)  Freely given by God –  

(iii)  Is if it is received by faith –  

(iv)  By looking to Jesus Christ alone to save –  

(v)  Anything else adds works to the equation  

(vi)  And works destroy grace.   

 

2.  There is one more thing  

a.  You need to understand about faith  

(i)  That proves it isn’t a work  

(ii)  You can do to save yourself:   

(iii)  Faith itself is a gift from God.   

 

b.  You weren’t born with the ability to believe.   

(i)  Jesus tells us, “It is the Spirit who gives life;  

 The flesh profits nothing” (John 6:63).   

(ii)  You were born dead in your trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1).   

(iii)  You were born flesh.   

(a)  Those who are in the flesh hate God (Rom. 8:7),  

(b)  And won’t come to Him (John 3:20)  

(c)  No matter how many times Jesus is offered to them.   

 

c.  God must give you faith  

(i)  Or you will never believe.   

(ii)  That’s what Paul means  
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(iii)  When he says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.”   

(a)  Even the faith  

(b)  Necessary to receive the grace  

(c)  Is not from you.   

(d)  It too is a gift from God.   

 

(iv)  Jesus said to Nicodemus,  

(a)  Truly, truly I say to you  

(1)  Unless one is born again,  

(2)  He cannot see the kingdom of heaven (John 3:3).   

 

(b)  Unless one is born of the water and the Spirit  

  He cannot enter the kingdom of heaven (v. 5).   

 

(v)  You can’t change your heart any more than the leopard his spots (Jer. 

13:23).   

(a)  God’s Spirit must first change your heart  

(b)  Before you can see the kingdom, 

(c)  And enter the kingdom through Christ by faith.   

 

d.  Faith is not a work that saves you – it’s looking to Christ to save you.   

e.  Faith is not something you can exercise on your own – it’s the gift of God.   

f.  Salvation/justification is all of grace and received by faith.   

 

C.  Third, the reason the Lord has done it this way is that He had to.   

1.  He had to take care of the sin problem.   

a.  God is just.   

(i)  He can’t just overlook sin.   

(ii)  The only way He can justly allow  

(a)  Anyone to enter into heaven  

(b)  Is if they deserve it.   

 

b.  We would have had to do everything right  

(i)  And nothing wrong.   

(ii)  But we have all failed.   

(iii)  There’s no way we could have entered on our own.   

 

c.  The only way we could  

(i)  Was by God sending His Son,  

(ii)  To stand in our place  

(a)  Both by obeying – to earn a perfect righteousness –  

(b)  And by dying – to pay for our sins.   

(c)  That was the only way.   

 

2.  God not only had to do it, He had to do it by Himself.   



6 

a.  Since you couldn’t have saved yourself,  

(i)  Or contributed anything to your salvation,  

(ii)  If the Lord was going to save you  

(iii)  He had to do it all.   

(iv)  There was no other way.   

 

b.  He had to plan it.  

(i)  He had to send His Son.   

(ii)  He had to send His Spirit to change your heart.   

 

c.  Salvation is by grace – it’s a free gift.   

(i)  It must be received by faith – that’s the only way it can be by grace.   

(ii)  It had to be this way – there’s nothing we could have done.   

 

D.  Finally, this is why you can’t take any credit for your salvation.  Paul tells us 

plainly, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”   

1.  You know how irritating it is  

a.  When someone takes credit  

b.  For something you’ve done,  

c.  Though, we understand  

d.  We’re to give all the glory to God.   

 

2.  That’s what we do to God  

a.  When we claim any of the credit  

(i)  For our salvation,  

(ii)  When it is entirely His work.   

 

b.  If salvation comes through the sacraments,  

(i)  Then the priest might be able to boast,  

(ii)  Because he’s the one administering it,  

(iii)  Or the recipient,  

(iv)  Because he’s the one who’s receiving it.  

 

c.  If salvation comes through baptism,  

(i)  Then the one baptizing,  

(ii)  Or the one submitting to baptism might boast,  

(iii)  Because they did or received a work that secured a man’s salvation.   

 

d.  If the Lord saves us,  

(i)  But then we have to keep up  

(ii)  A certain amount of works to keep it,  

(iii)  Then we could boast  

(iv)  That salvation depends partly on us.   

 

e.  If faith was a work  
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(i)  That God counted as righteousness  

(ii)  Then that would take all the glory from Jesus  

(iii)  And give it to the one who believed.   

 

f.  Certainly, that would be the case  

(i)  If salvation were by works alone,  

(ii)  Which some have actually held  

(iii)  In Christian history:  e.g., Pelagius.   

 

3.  But if salvation  

a.  Is something entirely planned out by God,  

(i)  And accomplished by One who is both God and man,  

(ii)  And applied and preserved by One who is God the Spirit,  

(iii)  Then God gets all the glory  

(iv)  And we get none.   

 

b.  That’s exactly how it is.   

(i)  Salvation is entirely by grace,  

(ii)  Received by faith alone,  

(iii)  And God gets all the glory alone.   

 

4.  Application:   

a.  What does this say to you who have never received Jesus Christ?   

(i)  It says if you are to be saved,  

(a)  You must look to Him alone –  

(b)  He is the only way.   

 

(ii)  Jesus offers Himself to you this morning.   

(a)  All you need to do is receive Him:   

(b)  Look to Him,  

(c)  Trust Him to save you,  

(d)  And you will be saved.   

 

(iii)  He will save you not only from the guilt,  

(a)  But also from the power of your sin.   

(b)  You will turn from your sins,  

(c)  And follow Him,  

(d)  Because that’s what you’ll want to do.   

 

b.  What does this say to you  

(i)  Who believe you need to add something to His work to complete it?   

(ii)  It says you need to repent and trust Jesus Christ alone.   

(a)  The Galatian Christians were taught by the Judiazers  

(1)  That they needed to be circumcised  

(2)  And keep the Law of Moses,  

(3)  Before they could be saved (Acts 15).   
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(4)  Jesus wasn’t enough.   

 

(b)  Paul says, if you believe that, you’ve fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4).   

(1)  You need to stop adding, and begin trusting.   

(2)  You can’t add anything.   

(3)  Jesus has done it all.   

(4)  Just turn from your sins,  

(5)  And trust Him alone.   

(6)  And He will save you.   

(7)  This is the only way He will.   

 

(iii)  Finally, it tells you to stop worrying and begin to trust.   

(a)  The One who began the good work in you,  

(b)  Will complete it to the day of Jesus Christ.   

(c)  Don’t keep anxiously wondering what more you have to do.   

(d)  Place your trust completely on the Lord alone  

(e)  And you will be safe.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


