
“Why We Believe Love Is Important” 

(1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we looked at  

a.  Why we believe all of God’s truth is important,  

b.  Particularly, the fundamental truths of the Gospel:   

(i)  If you misunderstand them,  

(ii)  Or understanding them, you don’t believe them,  

(iii)  You will not be saved.   

(a)  You must believe Jesus lived  

(1)  And died, and rose again the third day,  

(2)  And that He appeared to many witnesses (1 Cor. 15:1-6).   

 

(b)  You must believe that the Bible that tells us  

(1)  About these things are true,  

(2)  And what it says about God, about Jesus,  

(3)  About you and the way of salvation is true.   

 

(c)  These are what define the Gospel.   

(1)  These are the truths God uses to save.   

(2)  Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).   

 

2.  The rest of God’s truth is also important  

a.  Whenever we believe anything that isn’t true  

b.  We hurt ourselves,  

c.  We hurt others who listen or follow us  

d.  And we dishonor God in some degree.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But having said that  

a.  I wanted to follow up on one point  

(i)  I only mentioned in passing before,  

(ii)  Because there are so many  

(iii)  Who make these more minor points, essential points,   

(iv)  And cause divisions in the body of Christ.   

 

b.  Solomon tells us division is something God hates.   

(i)  He writes, “There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, seven which 

are an abomination to Him:  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that 

shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run 
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rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife 

among brothers” (Prov. 6:16-19).   

(ii)  That we disagree on some things  

(a)  Or even on many, is inevitable  

(b)  Because we are still far from perfect  

(c)  In our understanding of Scripture.   

 

(iii)  We need to be careful with how we deal  

(a)  With those disagreements:   

(1)  That we don’t damage the unity of love  

(2)  That the Spirit creates  

(3)  Between the different members of Christ’s body.   

 

(b)  We may disagree with other Christians  

(1)  On a number of issues,  

(2)  But the fact that they trust the same Savior,  

(3)  And have been made part of the same body,  

(4)  Means we are a part of one another  

(5)  And that we’re going to spending  

(6)  Eternity with them in heaven,  

(7)  And in the New Heavens and Earth.   

 

(c)  We may be divided on what the Bible teaches  

(d)  But our hearts should not be divided.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider three things:  Love is important  

a.  Because we can’t be saved without it.   

b.  Because without it nothing we do will be acceptable to God.   

c.  Because it is the cement that holds the body of Christ together.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Love is important because we can’t be saved without it.   

1.  We need the truth/Gospel  

a.  To come to Christ;  

b.  But the evidence that we are Christ’s  

c.  Is love.   

 

2.  Our meditation reminds us  

a.  That faith – saving faith – works by love (Gal. 5:6).   

(i)  This is what gives rise to faith;  

(ii)  It’s the reason we trust in Jesus Christ.   

 

b.  The Holy Spirit is the love of God,  

(i)  The fruit He creates in our hearts is love,  

(ii)  He is the One who writes the Law of God on our hearts  

(iii)  Which is summarized by love.   
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c.  If we don’t love God,  

(i)  Or our brothers and sisters in Christ  

(ii)  John tells us we don’t know God (1 John 3).   

 

d.  Love is absolutely essential  

(i)  To our being Christians.   

(ii)  It’s the evidence of conversion  

(iii)  From which all the other evidences flow.   

 

e.  We are not saved by love –  

(i)  At least not our love,  

(ii)  Though we are saved by God’s love –  

(iii)  But we can’t be saved without it.   

(iv)  As we saw this morning  

(v)  This is the evidence  

(vi)  The Lord will look for on the Day of His judgment.   

 

B.  Love is important, second, because nothing we do will be acceptable to God 

without it.  Paul tells us as much in our passage.   

1.  We can have the greatest gifts:   

a.  The ability to speak the most difficult languages in the world  

Even that of angels (v. 1);  

b.  The gift of prophecy –  

(i)  Either to foretell the future  

(ii)  Or to proclaim God’s truth –  

 

c.  The ability to know the things hidden by God  

d.  Or to understand clearly what He’s revealed –  

e.  Even the gift of faith  

(i)  So that we can command mountains  

(ii)  And have them obey us –  

 

f.  But if we don’t have this love of the Spirit,  

(i)  What we do with these gifts  

(ii)  Is meaningless to God –  

(iii)  Worse than meaningless:   

(iv)  It’s actually offensive to Him –  

(v)  We are a noise in His ears,  

(vi)  And less than nothing in His sight.   

 

g.  Was it even possible to have these gifts and not be converted?   

(i)  Yes.  Judas went out with the twelve;  

(ii)  He preached the Gospel,  

(iii)  Healed the sick and raised the dead.   

(iv)  And did everything the twelve did (Matt. 10:1-8),  
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(v)  But he is in hell today (Matt. 26:24)!   

 

2.  We can even make the greatest sacrifices for God –  

a.  Be willing to give all we own  

(i)  To feed the poor,  

(ii)  Even die the death of a martyr –  

(iii)  But if we don’t have this Spirit created love –  

(iv)  This gracious regard to God in these things  

(v)  So that we do them for His glory  

(vi)  Because we love Him –  

(vii)  Then we gain nothing.   

 

b.  This morning, we saw the importance  

(i)  Of ministering to Jesus.   

(ii)  This reminds us  

(a)  That if we are going to minister to Him/to His body,  

(b)  We need to do so out of love  

(c)  Because we want to honor Him,  

(d)  And not because we love ourselves  

(e)  Or other people only.   

(f)  If this love isn’t there  

(g)  What you do isn’t acceptable to God.   

 

C.  Finally, love is important because it is the cement that holds the body together.   

1.  Sometimes in the name of love for God  

a.  We actually attack those who are God’s.   

(i)  Jesus warned His disciples  

(ii)  That this was going to happen to them.   

(iii)  “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from 

stumbling.  They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour 

is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to 

God” (John 16:1-2).   

 

b.  The Lord says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).   

(i)  But these were actually going  

(ii)  To kill in the name of God.   

(iii)  Why would they do this?   

(a)  Jesus says, “These things they will do because they have not known 

the Father or Me” (v. 3).   

(b)  You know the word “known” here  

(c)  Doesn’t mean that they didn’t know about Him,  

(d)  But that they didn’t know Him –  

(e)  They didn’t have that personal relationship with Him.   

(f)  They didn’t love Him.   

 

2.  Now maybe we wouldn’t go so far  
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a.  As to kill someone who disagrees with us  

b.  But we do need to remember  

(i)  That the Bible says to hate your brother  

(ii)  Is to murder him in your heart,  

(iii)  “Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:15).   

 

c.  The Lord does not give us the option,  

(i)  To hate our brothers and sisters in Christ –  

(ii)  Or anyone for that matter;  

(iii)  Even our enemies (Matt. 5:44).   

 

d.  If we are at odds with a brother or sister,  

(i)  We need to go and be reconciled to them  

(ii)  Before we would come and worship the Lord (5:23).   

(iii)  We at least need to try.   

(a)  If we can’t reconcile with them  

(b)  The problem needs to be on their end  

(c)  And not on ours.   

(d)  And we need to keep praying  

(e)  That the Lord would grant reconciliation.   

 

e.  The reason I bring this up  

(i)  Is because I have seen so much division,  

(ii)  So much bitterness and hatred,  

(iii)  So much separating and dividing,  

(iv)  So much slander and backbiting  

(v)  Within the church of Christ.   

(a)  I’ve seen more of it in the church  

(b)  Than I’ve seen in the world.   

(c)  The world at least loves its own (John 15:19).   

(d)  Many times the church doesn’t.   

 

f.  Our Lord tells us there is no excuse for this.   

(i)  Even for telling the truth about our brethren  

(ii)  In a way that turns others against them.   

(iii)  God hates this!   

 

g.  The reason the church is so divided  

(i)  Isn’t so much our differences in what we believe  

(ii)  As much as how we handle those differences:   

(a)  We just don’t love each other as we should.   

(b)  In the name of truth, we turn against one another.   

(c)  The Lord wants us to love one another  

(d)  And work with each other  

(e)  Until we all agree on these things  
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(f)  That we might better serve Him.   

 

(iii)  A lack of love is also the reason  

(a)  We also can’t seem to overcome  

(b)  Even the slightest offenses others commit against us.   

(c)  The Lord wants us to be filled  

(d)  With His Spirit and His love  

(e)  That we might be able  

(f)  Not only to overcome these slight offenses  

(g)  But not to give them in return.   

 

h.  Again, how important is this love?   

(i)  Without it, you won’t see heaven.   

(ii)  John writes, “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are 

obvious:  anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor 

the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10).   

(iii)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 

the brethren. He who does not love abides in death” (v. 14).   

 

i.  How can you get this love?   

(i)  Only by trusting in Jesus Christ  

(ii)  And turning from your sins.   

 

j.  How can you strengthen this love?   

(i)  Only by feeding your soul on the means of grace  

(ii)  And by turning from your sins and the world.   

(iii)  May the Lord help each one of us  

(iv)  To be filled with His love.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


