
“Why There Is Safety in Obeying” 

“Why You Should Avoid the Double-Minded” 

(Psalm 119:113-120) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw the need to reach more people with the Gospel.   

 

We also saw one of the main things that gets in the way:  fear.   

 

One way to overcome this is with love –  

 

Love pushes through every barrier  

 

To save those we care about.   

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Another way to overcome fear is with promise:   

 

The Lord’s promise to protect those who obey Him.   

 

If out of love for your lost neighbor,  

 

You’re going to reach out to them with the Gospel,  

 

And expose yourself to their hatred,  

 

It’s good to know that the Lord will be with you.   

 

The psalmist tells us He will be – if you obey Him.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Now if the Lord promises to protect you if you obey Him,  

 

If you are to experience this blessing,  

 

You need to avoid anything that would weaken your obedience –  

 

Or to put it another way,  

 

Anything that would weaken your love and commitment to His Law.   
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What weakens it?   

 

One thing that will do this more than just about anything  

 

Is to develop close relationships  

 

With those who don’t love God’s Law,  

 

Who don’t take it seriously.   

 

That’s why the psalmist writes, “I hate those who are double-minded, but I love 

Your law” (v. 113).   

 

 

To be double-minded is to be half-hearted –  

 

To have a divided heart,  

 

Not sure whether you want to commit yourself to do something or not;  

 

It means to be hesitant, undecided, fickle.   

 

 

What do you experience when you’re around someone  

 

Who is passionate about something?   

 

Their passion encourages you to pursue that same thing.   

 

That’s good when their passion is for something good,  

 

But it can be bad, when they want something bad.   

 

 

What about when you’re around someone  

 

Who is divided or undecided or indifferent about something?   

 

How does that affect you?   

 

It can tempt you to be half-hearted about it as well.   

 

 

Now what if you surround yourself with those  
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Who are half-hearted about seeking God and obeying Him?   

 

You will find your own commitment growing weaker  

 

And yourself obeying less.   

 

 

It shouldn’t surprise us then,  

 

When we read about how much the psalmist loved God  

 

And wanted to obey Him,  

 

How he felt about those who were half-hearted,   

 

“I hate those who are double-minded.”   

 

There’s a sense in which God hates them too.   

 

James writes, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your 

hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:8).   

 

Jesus said to the church at Laodicea, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 

nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and 

neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).   

 

 

If you love the Lord and really want to serve Him,  

 

You need to avoid people like this –  

 

At least as far as having them as friends –  

 

They’re going to drag you down spiritually  

 

And tempt you to be half-hearted/lukewarm.   

 

You need to spend time with those who are godly –  

 

With those who will strengthen your commitment to the Lord.   

 

 

Instead of having them as your friends,  

 

You should evangelize the double-minded.   
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They are your neighbors –  

 

You need to love them by bringing the Gospel to them  

 

As we saw this morning.   

 

 

B.  Why is it important that your love for God’s Law become stronger?   

 

Because when it is strong, you are safe.   

 

Love for the Law brings obedience, and obedience, God’s blessings.   

 

The psalmist writes, “You are my hiding place and my shield; I wait for Your 

word” (v. 114).   

 

The Lord is a hiding place – One to whom you can run and hide yourself from 

trouble/danger.   

 

He will be a shield to you, if you take hold of Him.   

 

And if He is your Protector,  

 

You don’t need to be afraid of anything,  

 

Because nothing can ultimately harm you.   

 

 

He will only be this to you,  

 

If you wait for His Word –  

 

If you put your hope in it –  

 

If you read it, listen to it, obey it, and trust the Lord will fulfill it.   

 

 

To put it another way,  

 

You must listen to Him  

 

Before He will listen to you.   

 

Solomon personifies God’s Law as a wise woman  

 

Whom you need to listen to, if you would receive her blessings.   
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He writes, “Because I called and you refused, I stretched out my hand and no one 

paid attention; and you neglected all my counsel and did not want my reproof; I 

will also laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, when your 

dread comes like a storm and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when 

distress and anguish come upon you.  Then they will call on me, but I will not 

answer; they will seek me diligently but they will not find me, because they 

hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD.  They would not 

accept my counsel, they spurned all my reproof.  So they shall eat of the fruit of 

their own way and be satiated with their own devices.  For the waywardness of 

the naive will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them.  But he 

who listens to me shall live securely and will be at ease from the dread of evil” 

(Prov. 1:24-33).    

 

If you don’t listen to God,  

 

If you don’t obey Him,  

 

You do so at your own peril.   

 

But if you will listen and obey,  

 

He will protect you.   

 

 

C.  But again, how can you listen more closely to her?   

 

You need to separate yourself from the half-hearted, the lukewarm, the hesitant,  

 

So they don’t drag you down.   

 

The psalmist writes, “Depart from me, evildoers, that I may observe the 

commandments of my God” (v. 115).   

 

You need to separate yourself from close friendships with unbelievers.   

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts 

good morals.’”   

 

And he writes in 2 Corinthians 6:17, “Come out from their midst and be separate.”   

 

This was why the Lord commanded His people when they were entering Canaan  

 

To destroy the wicked of the land  

 

So they wouldn’t be tempted to imitate them,  
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And be destroyed with them,  

 

“When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, you shall not learn 

to imitate the detestable things of those nations.  There shall not be found among 

you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who 

uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a 

sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls 

up the dead.  For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD; and 

because of these detestable things the LORD your God will drive them out 

before you.  You shall be blameless before the LORD your God” (Deu. 18:9-

13).   

 

The closer you are to them,  

 

The worse it will be for you.   

 

 

D.  If you do separate yourself from their influence,  

 

And seek to obey Him,  

 

It will give you the spiritual strength you need  

 

To take hold of His promises.   

 

“Sustain me according to Your word, that I may live; and do not let me be ashamed 

of my hope” (v. 116).   

 

Thomas Shepard once wrote  

 

That if you are to take hold of God’s promises,  

 

You must be willing to embrace all of His Word.   

 

If you want His blessings,  

 

You must tremble when He threatens,  

 

And you must obey when He commands.   

 

If you do, you’re qualified  

 

To ask the Lord for His blessings  

 

Knowing He will give them to you,  
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Because He has bound Himself to do so.   

 

 

You might say this is what validates Faith’s Checkbook.   

 

How can you know when you take God’s promises  

 

To the bank of heaven that He will cash them?   

 

Because you fear and obey Him.   

 

 

If you do this, He won’t disappoint you –  

 

He won’t let you be put to shame.   

 

 

In the Reformation Series, we saw four men  

 

Who were hated by the world for their commitment to Christ:   

 

Two of them lived out their natural lives,  

 

And two were burned at the stake;  

 

But none of them were put to shame.   

 

The world might have been ashamed of them,  

 

But God wasn’t.   

 

When He had done what He intended with their lives here,  

 

He brought them all to heaven to honor them for the rest of time.   

 

All who put their hope in Him will never be put to shame,  

 

Including you.   

 

 

E.  One final thing that can strengthen your commitment  

 

To separate from the half-hearted and obey God,  

 

Is to consider what God does to those who are fickle.   
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After the psalmist prays one more time  

 

For the strength to obey and that he would be safe, “Uphold me that I may be safe, 

that I may have regard for Your statutes continually” (v. 117);  

 

He then explains what this will keep him safe from: “You have rejected all those 

who wander from Your statutes, for their deceitfulness is useless” (v. 118).   

 

God will reject those who do not obey Him –  

 

Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  

Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 

miracles?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART 

FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS’” (Matt. 7:22-23).   

 

It doesn’t matter whether or not you think you’re obeying –  

 

“Their deceitfulness is useless”   

 

You must actually obey Him, if you are to see heaven.   

 

 

The Lord constantly removes the wicked from the earth  

 

Like dross is removed when gold is refined.   

 

“You have removed all the wicked of the earth like dross” (v. 119).   

 

Every evil person who has ever died  

 

Has done so by God’s will.   

 

They die that God may cleanse the earth from them.   

 

Of course, the righteous also die,  

 

But when they do it’s that God may take them to heaven.   

 

 

This can help you love God’s Law more:   

 

The thought of this made the psalmist do so  
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Because it showed him how to avoid judgment and walk in safety,  

 

“You have removed all the wicked of the earth like dross; therefore, I love Your 

testimonies” (v. 119).   

 

 

It can also make you fear God more,  

 

As it did the psalmist, “My flesh trembles for fear of You, and I am afraid of Your 

judgments” (v. 120).   

 

A healthy fear of God’s justice  

 

Can go a long ways in helping you to obey,  

 

So that His judgments don’t fall on you.   

 

As Solomon writes, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 

9:10).   

 

Love and fear both work together to help you to obey.   

 

 

Do you want God’s protection/blessings?  Obey.   

 

Do you want to obey more?   

 

Separate yourself from the kind of company  

 

That will weaken your love and commitment to God and His Law  

 

And seek that company that will strengthen them.   

 

As far as it’s applicable, seek to have the heart of David.   

 

He writes, “I will give heed to the blameless way. . . I will set no worthless thing 

before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its 

grip on me.  A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will know no evil.  

Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; no one who has a 

haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure.  My eyes shall be upon the 

faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in a blameless 

way is the one who will minister to me.  He who practices deceit shall not dwell 

within my house; he who speaks falsehood shall not maintain his position before 

me.  Every morning I will destroy all the wicked of the land, So as to cut off 

from the city of the LORD all those who do iniquity” (Ps. 101:2-8).   
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And remembering what God does to those who are lukewarm,  

 

Don’t forget to pray and reach out to them with the Gospel  

 

That they might escape His judgment and be saved.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 

 


