
“Why God Gives Grace” 
(Ephesians 2:10)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Edwards has been telling us – as well as proving to us – that if we have holy 

love in our hearts by the Spirit of God in His work of regeneration, we will find 

three things will be true about our Christian experience:   

a.  We will obey the whole law.   

b.  We will do so zealously.   

c.  And we will do so perseveringly.   

 

2.  This is the sanctification the Bible tells us follows justification:  “For just as the 

body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (James 

2:26).   

a.  We are justified by the righteousness of Christ alone.   

b.  But if we are justified, our lives will produce the fruit of works.   

c.  But it is love that produces these works.   

d.  Love is the common root of both faith and good works:   

(i)  If we love Christ, we will trust Him.   

(ii)  If we love Christ, we will obey Him.   

(iii)  This is how grace transforms our lives.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Before we leave this point – that saving grace or holy love will produce good 

works – Edwards wants to nail it down even tighter so that no one will have an 

excuse to reject this truth, since it is so vital to a sound assurance of a sound 

salvation.   

2.  He will do it by making three further points, which will be the three points of 

our message:   

a.  First, everything about grace has the tendency to produce good works.   

b.  Second, the Lord’s purpose in giving us grace in the first place was to 

produce good works.   

c.  Finally, without grace, it is impossible to obey God universally, zealously 

and perseveringly.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, everything about these gracious affections has the tendency to produce good 

works – to move us towards universal, zealous and perpetual obedience.  Why?   

1.  First, because they come from a spiritual source:  from the Holy Spirit.   

a.  He is our participation in the divine nature, the One who unites Himself to 

our souls and acts there as a living principle, exerting His own nature in our 

hearts.   
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b.  This alone shows us why saving grace should powerfully change us – it 

comes from an omnipotent source of life.   

c.  “Christ is not in the heart of a saint as in a sepulchre, as a dead saviour that 

does nothing; but as in his temple, one that is alive from the dead.  For in the 

heart where Christ savingly is, there he lives, and exerts himself after the 

power of that endless life, that he received at his resurrection.  Thus every 

saint who is the subject of the benefit of Christ’s sufferings, is made to know 

and experience the power, of his resurrection.”  

d.  The Spirit of Christ is life, power and action, “For our gospel did not come to 

you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you 

for your sake” (1 Thes. 1:5).   

e.  It causes us to will so strongly what is right that it has the practical effect of 

helping us to overcome our lusts and corruption so that we may walk in 

holiness, no matter what temptation, difficulty, or opposition we will face.   

 

2.  Second, gracious love will move us to obedience because of the surpassing 

glory of the object of that love.   

a.  We will see God to be so great and so glorious that we will want to please 

Him in everything.   

b.  Partial obedience always points to self love – we do only those things that 

suit us.   

c.  But full obedience always points to love for God – we will do everything we 

can, and at all times, to please Him.   

 

3.  Third, grace moves us to obedience because it gives us love for holiness.   

a.  Edwards writes, “That which men love, they desire to have, to be united to, 

and possessed of.  That beauty which men delight in, they desire to be 

adorned with.  Those acts which men delight in, they necessarily incline to 

do.”   

b.  If we love holiness that is what we will want to be:  holy.   

 

4.  Fourth, grace moves us to obey because this is the direction the Spirit leads:  

The Spirit in His divine teaching and leading gives us a taste for everything that 

is holy, and a disgust for everything unholy.   

5.  Fifth, it moves us to obedience because it gives us a strong conviction that the 

invisible things of the Lord are real:   

a.  If you’re not fully convinced the things the Bible speaks of are true, you’re 

not going to put out much effort to do what He calls you to do.   

b.  But if you are convinced of how important they are, they will influence the 

way you live.   

 

6.  Sixth, grace produces obedience because it changes our nature:   

a.  Cleaning the outside of a pig doesn’t change his nature:  when you leave him 

alone, he will return to wallowing in the mire, because that is his nature.   

b.  When the nature is changed, the direction of life is as well.   
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(i)  If we lack grace, it’s like swimming upstream to obey.   

(ii)  But if we have a new nature infused in us by the Spirit and our old nature 

mortified, we will walk in the path of godliness for the rest of our lives.   

 

7.  Seventh, grace produces obedience because it humbles us:  Pride tends to make 

us rebel against the Lord, but humility is the soil in which submission grows.   

8.  Eighth, grace tends to obedience because it produces tenderness of spirit:  If we 

have tender hearts, our sin will trouble us, and only holiness will satisfy us.   

9.  Finally, grace will cause us to obey because it will move us to deny ourselves 

and follow the Lord:   

a.  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 

must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes 

to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” 

(Matt. 16:24-25).   

b.  If we are willing to deny ourselves to follow Christ, then we will deny 

everything contrary to His will and follow His will:  we will actually obey; 

and if there is any competition between what might benefit us or Christ, we 

will put ourselves aside and do what we must to glorify Him, no matter what 

difficulties we might have to face.   

 

B.  Second, the Lord’s purpose in giving us grace in the first place was to make us 

obedient servants:    

1.  This is clearly taught in Scripture:   

a.  Christ came and did the work He did so that we might be zealous for good 

works:  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 

righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave 

Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 

2:11-14).   

b.  He came that we might live for Him:  “For the love of Christ controls us, 

having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died 

for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him 

who died and rose again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).   

c.  That we might turn from dead works to serve God:  “For if the blood of goats 

and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled 

sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

(Heb. 9:13-14).   

d.  That we might be delivered from the kingdom of darkness and from our 

bondage to sin:  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and 

accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the house of David His servant – as He spoke by the mouth 

of His holy prophets from of old – salvation from our enemies, and from the 
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hand of all who hate us; to show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember 

His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to grant 

us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him 

without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days” (Luke 

1:68-75).   

e.  This is why the Lord chose you in the first place:   

(i)  “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you 

would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that 

whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you” (John 

15:16).   

(ii)  He chose us that we might be holy:  “Just as He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 

Him” (Eph. 1:4).   

 

2.  This grace, this holy love He gives us in regeneration, in the new birth, is how 

He effects this change.   

a.  Grace is the most active principle in heaven and earth; it is life itself, spiritual 

and divine life – it will change us; it will bear fruit in our lives.   

b.  Just as natural life can be seen by its effects on the body, so spiritual life will 

have its effects in the way we live.   

c.  God infuses grace in our hearts with this goal:  that we would do good works 

– “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

d.  “To profess to know much is easy; but to bring your affections into 

subjection, to wrestle with lusts, to cross your wills and yourselves, upon 

every occasion, this is hard.  The Lord looketh that in our lives we should be 

serviceable to him, and useful to men.  That which is within, the Lord and our 

brethren are never the better for it:  but the outward obedience, flowing 

thence, glorifieth God, and does good to men.  The Lord will have this done.  

What else is the end of our planting and watering, but that the trees may be 

filled with sap?  And what is the end of that sap, but that the trees may bring 

forth fruit?  What careth the husbandman for leaves and barren trees?” 

(Preston, Carriage).   

e.  Everything that God does in our lives is calculated to produce this result:  

good works.  “. . . as all graces do join together, but to frame and fashion the 

soul to obedience; then so much obedience as is in your lives, so much grace 

in your hearts, and no more.  Therefore ask your hearts, how subject you are 

to the Lord in your lives?  It was the counsel that Francis Spira gave to them 

about him, saith he, ‘Learn all of me to take heed of severing faith and 

obedience:  I taught justification by faith, but neglected obedience; and 

therefore is this befallen me.  I have known some godly men, whose comfort 

on their death-beds hath been not from the inward acts of their minds, which 

apart considered, might be subject to misapprehensions, but from the course 

of obedience in their lives, issuing thence.’  Let Christians look to it, that in 

all their conversation, as they stand in every relation, as scholars, tradesmen, 
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husbands, wives, look to this, that when they come to die, they have been 

subject in all things.  This will yield comfort” (Preston).   

 

C.  Finally, without grace, it is impossible to obey God universally, zealously and 

perseveringly.   

1.  Those without grace can only sin.   

a.  As Jesus said, unbelievers are of their father the devil, and will do the desires 

of their father (John 8:44).   

b.  No unbeliever will begin and finish the Christian life, will endure the trials, 

will be faithful to Christ, and follow Him wherever He goes; they will turn 

aside to sin, even though they may appear very zealous for a while.   

c.  They will live in some sin because they are still in bondage to sin, because 

their old master still has them in chains, because their lusts still reign in their 

hearts.   

d.  “No unregenerate man, though he go never so far, let him do never so much, 

but he lives in some one sin or other, secret or open, little or great:  Judas 

went far, but he was covetous:  Herod went far, but he loved his Herodias.  

Every dog hath his kennel; every swine hath his swill; and every wicked man 

his lust” (Shepard, Sincere Convert, 96).  

e.  “No man that is married to the law, but his fig-leaves cover some nakedness.  

All his duties ever brood some lust.  There is some one sin or other the man 

lives in; which either the Lord discovers, and he will not part with, as the 

young man; or else is so spiritual, he cannot see all his life-time.  Read 

through the strictest of all, and see this, Matt xxiii. Painted sepulchres. Paul 

that was blameless, yet (Eph. ii. 3. Tit. iii. 3.) served divers lusts and 

pleasures. And the reason is, the law is not the ministration of the Spirit, 2 

Cor. iii. 8. 9. which breaks off from every sin.  There is no law that can give 

life. Gal. iii. 21. and hence many men have strong resolutions, and break all 

again.  Hence men sin and sorrow, and pray again, and then go with more 

ease in their sin.  Examine thyself; is there any living lust with thy 

righteousness?  It is sure, it is a righteousness thou art married to, and never 

wert yet matched to Christ” (Shepard, Parable, 1:19-20).   

 

2.  Those without grace will not be willing to endure trials.   

a.  “Methinks it is with the best hypocrites, as it is with divers old merchants:  

they prize and desire the gain of merchandise; but to be at the trouble to 

prepare the ship, to put themselves upon the hazard and dangers of the ship, 

to go and fetch the treasure that they prize, this they will never do.  So many 

prize and desire earnestly the treasures of heaven; but to be at the trouble of a 

heaven-voyage to fetch this treasure, to pass through the valley of Baca, tears, 

temptations, the powers of darkness, the breaches, opposition, and 

contradictions of a sinful unbelieving heart, good and evil report, to pass 

from one depth and wave to another, this the best hypocrite fails in; and 

hence loses all at last.  And this I conceive to be one of the great differences 

between the strong desires and esteems of hypocrites and saints.— Look, as it 

is with men that have two trades, or two shops; one is as much as ever they 
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can follow or tend:  they are forced at last to put off one, and they must 

neglect one; so here.  That spirit of sloth and slumber, which the Lord ever 

leaves the best hypocrite to, so mightily oppresseth all their senses, that they 

cannot use effectually all means to accomplish their ends.  And hence a man 

desires the end, but has it not; Prov. xiii. 4” (Parable, 1:150-151).   

b.  “A carnal man may hit upon some good duty that God commands, and 

refrain from some sin that God forbids; but to go through, he cannot:  to take 

up reproach and disgrace, to lose his credit, to forsake his friends, to lose 

honour, and riches, and pleasures; this he will not do, until he be humbled” 

(Preston, Paul’s Conversion).   

c.  Unbelievers might appear to be humbled and to do God’s will when they are 

afraid of God’s wrath, as Pharaoh was when the Lord poured His plagues out 

on Egypt, but once the Lord lifts His hand, they return to what they were 

before.   

 

3.  Finally, without grace, they will never be able to love Him and so endure.   

a.  They may see the good the Lord can do for them – His mercy and grace for 

sinners – and desire that, but they will find in the end that they desire their 

sins even more.  They will never love Him for who and what He is.   

b.  “Some men may apprehend Christ, neither out of fear of misery nor only to 

preserve some sin; but God lets in light and heat of the blessed beams of the 

glorious gospel of the Son of God:  and therefore there is mercy, rich, free, 

sweet, for damned, great, vile sinners:  Good Lord, saith the soul, what a 

sweet ministry, word, God, and gospel is this! and there rests.  This was the 

frame of the stony-ground; which heard the word, and received it with joy, 

and for a time believed.  And this is the case of thousands, that are much 

affected with the promise and mercy of Christ, and hang upon free grace for a 

time:  but as it is with sweet smells in a room, they continue not long:  or as 

flowers, they grow old and withered, and then fall.  In time of temptation, 

lust, and world, and sloth, is more sweet than Christ, and all his gospel is” 

(Parable, 2:168).   

 

4.  A godly life is the best evidence of grace.   

a.  Without grace/holy love, we will not forsake our sins or endure trials for the 

Lord, because we do not love Him.   

b.  But with it, we will be willing to forsake everything we must to obey Him 

completely, earnestly and persistently.   

c.  Is this what is in your heart?  Is this your nature?  When you fail and step off 

the path of righteousness, does your heart drive you back onto the path of 

life?  Then you are a believer.   

d.  If not, then you need Christ as your Savior.  Trust in Him now and be saved.  

Amen.   


