
 

“Whoever Trusts in the Lord Shall Be Safe” 
(Proverbs 29:25) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The Scripture over and over again exhorts us to fear the Lord and not to fear man.  
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, for it puts all things into their proper 
perspective.  If we truly fear the Lord, we do not need to fear anyone or anything else, for the 
fear of the Lord is life and the guarantee of protection to those who possess it.  But in order for 
this to be a true fear of the Lord, we must fear Him alone.  The fear of the Lord cannot exist 
with the fear of anything else.  That is, a man cannot fear God the way He commands, and fear 
others too.  It is not that if we fear the Lord, we will not have any fear of man, but if we fear the 
Lord more, if we fear Him as we should, above all others, it will cause us to do what He tells us 
even if in doing it we must face the wrath of man.  To fear man so that we turn away from doing 
what we know is right, and do what is wrong, this is the snare which Solomon warns us of.  To 
turn away from God’s will for fear of man puts your feet on the broad road of destruction.  If 
you cannot fear God and put His will first, if you continue to disobey Him because you fear the 
wrath of man, rather than God’s wrath, then you will have to face God’s wrath in the end.   
 This is what the first part of this verse tells us.  But this is not what I want us to focus on 
this morning, but rather the second part.  “The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in 
the Lord will be safe.”  Literally, Solomon says, “The one who has confident trust in the Lord 
shall be set securely on high,” that is, out of all danger.  I want us to consider this especially in 
the light of the amazing amount of adversity and trials which many of are faced with here this 
morning.  By considering these things, I am hoping that all of us will be able to derive the 
comfort and hope which the Lord intends for us.   
 Solomon exhorts us to a true and real trust in the Lord.  We must remember that for the 
true saints of God, the Lord is the highest and greatest good that they could ever have.  The 
saints love God because of who and what He is.  He is not only the One whom  we are to love 
more than anything else, He is also the only One whom we can entrust ourselves for our ultimate 
protection.  The Scripture calls Him our Father, our guide, our friend, our Savior, our Redeemer, 
our light, our life, our inheritance, our shield, our strong tower and our hiding place.   
 But we must remember that He is these things only to those who put their trust in Him.  
He gives these wonderful promises to those who will trust in Him and in Him alone.  The 
Scripture tells us that God calls upon all men everywhere to repent and believe.  He also 
promises to receive them if they do.  But it is only those who actually put their trust in the Lord 
that are kept safe by Him.  He is a refuge to those who run to Him for shelter.  He is a strong 
tower, a rock, a wall of fire around those who fear Him.  What Solomon teaches us this morning 
is,  
 
 Those who trust in the Lord are kept safe by Him from all danger.   
 
I.  First of All, Since This Promise only Applies to Those Who Trust in the Lord, We Must 

First Understand What It Means to Trust in the Lord.   
A.  Of course it always makes it harder to understand anything if you have never experienced 

that thing for yourself.  Those who really trust in the Lord know what it is.  But even if 
you never have, it is still possible for you to get enough of an understanding, so that you 
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might at least know whether or not you are trusting Him.  And remembering that this 
promise only applies to those who will, this becomes a very important question for us.   

B.  First of all then, let’s consider what this trust is not.   
1.  Trusting in the Lord does not mean that you merely want God to deliver you from all 

danger and to keep you safe.   
a.  There are those who want God to keep them safe from hell, and to make them happy 

people while on earth and even afterwards, but yet they will never entrust themselves 
to God.   

b.  They feel that they must always have something else to fall back on in case God 
doesn’t come through.   

c.  They don’t feel comfortable leaving themselves entirely in His hands.   
d.  The same thing can be seen in the children of Judah, who, when they were 

threatened by the Chaldeans, although they hoped that God would deliver them, yet 
they also hired the king of Egypt to fight for them, in case God failed to come 
through.   

e.  A real and sincere trust in the Lord is more than merely the desire that God will 
keep you safe. 

 
2.  Nor can one who truly trusts in the Lord merely hope that God will bestow a blessing 

and salvation.   
a.  There is, after all, a hope in God which is false.  There are many who hope that at 

the end of their lives that God will receive them into heaven, who will be terrified in 
the end to find that they will be cast away from Him.   

b.  Just about everyone who lives a wicked life in the sight of God, who has any belief 
in heaven, has this kind of hope.  They seem to think that they are doing good works 
in God’s eyes, and that these good works will outweigh their bad in the end.   

c.  But this cannot be what Solomon is referring to, for this kind of hope is everywhere 
in the Scripture spoken against, and those who have it will not be kept safe from 
danger, but will surely perish.   

 
C.  So then, what is this trust that Solomon refers to?   

1.  First, we must really sense our need for Him and realize that there is nothing else in the 
world which is worthy of our trust.   
a.  If we don’t see how really helpless we are, and how much we are in danger of 

perishing forever apart from Christ, we will never come to God to save us, because 
we will think that we can be safe without Him.   

b.  And unless we see that it is God alone who can save us, we will always be tempted 
to find other avenues of help and not come to Him.   

c.  This is exactly what happens to those who do not have the grace of God.  Because 
they hate God by nature, they will always take a detour from Him whenever they 
believe that there actually is one.   

 
2.  Secondly, we must not only see our need of Him, but we must also believe that He is 

able to save us.   
a.  After we come to the conviction that we really are poor and blind and naked and can 

do nothing to save ourselves, we must also come to the conviction that He is able to 
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save us.   
b.  If we do not believe that He can help us, we certainly won’t come to Him for help.   
 

3.  Thirdly, we must also believe that God is merciful and that He is willing to help us.   
a.  We must trust that God is what He says He is:  kind and merciful.   
b.  If our view of God is that He is so terrible and wrathful that no sinner can approach 

Him without being consumed, we will certainly stay far from Him so that we are not 
destroyed before judgment day.   

c.  There are those who believe that they have committed so much sin, that God could 
never forgive them.    

d.  But we must realize that God has called all men to come to Him, no matter how 
badly they have sinned against Him, and those who come through Jesus Christ will 
find forgiveness.   

e.  If we believe that God is gracious and merciful, we will come to Him.   
 

4.  But this, of course, means that you believe what God’s Word says concerning God, 
that He is gracious and merciful.   
a.  This is the only way that we can know.  It is the only revelation of His mercy that 

He has given.   
b.  Unless you believe His promises which are contained in the Scriptures, you will 

never commit your whole self, both soul and body to Him forever.   
 

5.  But in order to do this, there is yet one more thing needed.  You must also love Him.   
a.  How can you trust in the Lord if you are still His enemy?  How can you entrust 

your soul to Him as long as you hate Him?   
b.  The Scripture says that everyone coming into the world hate God.  All enter the 

world running from the hands of the One who made them.   
c.  And this you would continue to do, unless God, in His mercy, revealed His 

loveliness to you, unless He changed your heart and caused you to love Him.   
d.  It isn’t until He does this by His grace and mercy that you will ever be able to  trust 

in Him.   
 

6.  But finally, with all of these things in place, you may really and truly trust in the Lord.   
a.  The realization of your danger outside of Christ makes you fearful.  You know that 

total and eternal destruction for you could be just a moment away.   
b.  You realize that you cannot trust yourself, and there is nothing else in the world that 

is able to deliver you from your danger.   
c.  But then you come to a knowledge of God through the Scripture.  You see that He 

is able to save you.  You see that He stands ready to save you.  He has even give 
you His promise that if you come to Him through Jesus Christ, He will save you.   

d.  And then if God opens your eyes to His beauty and loveliness, and takes away your 
natural hatred of Him, so that you are drawn by your own heart to Him, it is then and 
only then that you can finally hope in God, and depend entirely upon Him, and be 
finally and fully freed from the terror of those dangers which have threatened you 
before.   

e.  Now you have this rest in God, this satisfaction from believing in Him, loving Him 
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and hoping in Him.  This is the trust which Solomon refers to in our text this 
morning.  It is this trust in Him which you must have before you can take hold of 
this promise of safety from all danger.   

f.  As long as you are not trusting in the Lord, you are in danger every moment of 
falling eternally into a pool of liquid fire from which you will never be able to 
escape.  Everything around you presents you with potential danger.  Natural 
disasters, so-called accidents, disease and sickness, other people, hunger, exposure, 
all these things can potentially end your life and cast you into this lake of terror.  
You are not safe.  Any sense you have of well-being is only false.  Your eternal 
soul is in imminent danger and you will surely perish apart from God.   

g.  And so this passage first exhorts you who are outside of Christ to repent and turn to 
Him.  Outside of Him there is no safety, but in Christ there is no danger.   

h.  You can only be delivered if you put your trust in Him.  If you see your danger and 
have become convinced that God is the only One who can help you, if you realize 
that He is gracious and merciful and that He stands ready to receive you, if you see 
His loveliness and you really desire to have this communion with Him, then come to 
Him now.  Receive Him now.  He will not turn you away, but will receive all who 
come to Him in faith.   

i.  If, on the other hand, you see these things, but still hate Him in your heart and won’t 
come to Him, you need to realize that only God can change your heart.  You need to 
humbly beg Him to change your stony heart and give you a heart of flesh, or you will 
remain in constant danger and in the end will surely perish forever.   

 
II.  But Now Let’s Quickly Move on to the Main Thrust of This Passage, and That Is that 

All Who Will Trust in the Lord Are Safe.   
A.   What is it that you are safe from?   

1.  First, you are safe from all temporal evils, that is, the evils of this life.  
a.  Your faith is able to lift you above all the clouds and storms in this world.  You 

might receive affliction here, but you are safe from the evil that is in them.   
b.  You will have difficulties, you will suffer loss, you will have trouble, but they can 

never really hurt you.   
c.  Those Christians who, in the past, were burned at the stake for their faith were never 

really in danger, unless you want to say that they were in danger of receiving the 
crown of glory.  Those Roman emperors, such as Nero and Diocletian, did not really 
harm the Christians, whom they ordered to be burned.  Some of the Christians even 
thanked the emperors, knowing that to die the death of a martyr was an honor in the 
sight of God.   

d.  As Peter writes, in 1 Peter 3:13, “And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous 
for what is good?”  God is on your side, who can be against you?   

e.  No matter what comes into your life, sickness or health, poverty or riches, honor or 
dishonor, war, famine, disease or sickness, or anything else, you who trust in the 
Lord are safe.   

 
2.  Secondly, you are safe from death.   

a.  You who are in Christ are as safe from death as those who are already with the Lord 
in glory.   
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b.  Death cannot hurt you.  God has turned death into a blessing for you.  When you 
die, you are graciously and mercifully received by God into the happiness and 
blessedness of heaven.  God stands next to you while you are dying; and while you 
are suffering physical pain, He ministers strength to your soul.  The angels stand 
beside you and guard you, as they wait to receive your departing spirit to take you to 
heaven.   

c.  Death is only the transition from this world into the next.  You were not made to 
live here forever anyway.  All of us must one day die.  But trusting in the Lord 
takes all the danger that death presents and gives to us a glorious hope.   

 
3.  Thirdly, you are safe from the devil.   

a.  The devil is full of hatred and malice.  He wants to destroy you.  As we shall see 
this evening, “Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).   

b.  But he cannot hurt you, when you are safe in Christ.  The devil knows that this is 
true, and this is why he works so diligently, trying to keep men and women from 
ever putting their trust in Him.  He knows that once you trust in God, he can never 
touch you, and he and all of his demons can never harm you, and it won’t be long 
before God gives you the victory over them.   

 
4.  And fourthly, you are safe from hell.   

a.  Hell is that which we should dread above all other things.  And we would dread it 
more if we believed all that the Lord has said about it.   

b.  There is nothing else that we can be in danger of that even compares.  Being 
roasted alive tied to a stake of wood cannot even compare to being roasted alive for 
all eternity in a fire which is infinitely hotter.   

c.  We should want to escape this more than anything else in the whole world.   
d.  But if you have put your trust in God this morning, you are safe from this 

damnation.  No one and nothing will ever be able to pull you out of the safety of the 
Father’s hands.  You are delivered in Christ.   

 
B.  And why are you safe?   

1.  First, because there is no one who is strong enough to fight against God.   
a.  God is the One who is protecting you, and He is infinitely greater than the devil and 

his angels, and the whole world, put together.   
b.  God loves His children, and He has pledged to protect them forever.   
 

2.  Secondly, you are safe because Christ has overcome all of your enemies.   
a.  He has overcome the world.  John writes, “In the world you have tribulation, but 

take courage; I have overcome the world” (16:33).  When Christ was faced with all 
of the tempting things the world had to offer, he rejected them and overcame them, 
not only for Himself, but for those who would trust in Him.   

b.  He has overcome the devil.  He bruised his head on the cross and delivered a fatal 
blow him and to his kingdom.  Paul writes, “When He had disarmed the rulers and 
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through 
Him” (Col. 2:15).   



6 

 

c.  He has also overcome us.  We were our own worst enemy.  It was only because of 
wickedness of our own hearts that we refused to come to Christ.  Yet He has 
subdued our natural hatred of Him by changing our hearts and making us to love 
Him.  He as our King has defeated us, we are now at peace with Him and He with 
us.   

 
3.  Lastly, knowing what you are safe from, and knowing why you are safe, you need to 

work at being assured that these blessings are actually yours.   
a.  Knowing that these things are true won’t do you any good unless you can believe 

that they are actually yours.   
b.  You must seek the Lord for this assurance.  Once you are, then you can say with 

Job, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him” (13:15).   
c.  No matter what He brings into my life, I know that I am His child, He means it for 

my good, and I will trust Him.  I am safe!   
d.  Those who trust in the Lord have never been disappointed.  The psalmist writes, 

“[The righteous] will not fear evil tidings; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the 
LORD” (Psalm 112:7).   

e.  “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has 
He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” 
(Num. 23:19).  “Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the 
morning” (Ps. 30:5).  Trust in the Lord, and you are safe!    


