
“When to Withhold Truth” 

(Mark 11:27-33) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time,  

a.  Jesus went to Temple.   

b.  Saw merchandising.   

c.  Jealous for Father’s honor.   

d.  Cleansed temple.   

e.  Result:  leaders wanted to destroy Him.   

 

2.  Saw,  

a.  Need to be zealous for God’s glory.   

b.  Need to correct error when see in church.   

c.  Need to correct in unbelievers.   

d.  Need to be willing to accept consequences/pay price.   

e.  Or will never do.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Jesus returns to Jerusalem.   

a.  Goes again to the Temple.   

(i)  Lord of Temple watching over it.   

(ii)  Make sure Father treated as holy.   

(iii)  No mention of a scuffle like day before,  

(iv)  Perhaps learned lesson for now.   

 

b.  But leaders angry.   

(i)  This source of income gone.   

(ii)  Jesus has taken control of Temple.   

(iii)  So come to try and discredit Him.   

 

2.  Thought up clever question,  

a.  That would put Him on horns of dilemma.   

b.  This first in a series of attempts to discredit.   

c.  Ask, By what authority do these things?   

(i)  What gives right to throw legitimate businessmen out of Temple?   

(ii)  By what authority teach?   

(iii)  Who gave you authority?   

(iv)  Only two possibilities:   

(a)  God.   

(b)  Or men.   

 

d.  Jesus said would answer them,  
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(i)  If answered Him first:   

(ii)  The baptism of John,  

(a)  Was it from heaven/God  

(b)  Or men?   

 

e.  They withdrew to consider.   

(i)  If said, from God,  

(a)  He’d say, Why didn’t you believe?   

(b)  Why weren’t you baptized?   

(c)  Why didn’t you receive One he pointed to?   

(d)  Couldn’t admit to that!   

 

(ii)  But if they said of men,  

(a)  The people would stone them,  

(b)  Because they held him to be a prophet.    

(c)  Couldn’t say that!   

 

(iii)  Only way out to say, Didn’t know.   

 

f.  He replied, neither will I tell you.   

 

3.  What’s going on here?   

a.  Why didn’t Jesus just tell what wanted to know?   

b.  Because of what they would do with truth.   

(i)  Wanted to trap Jesus.   

(ii)  If He said from God,  

(a)  Would challenge Him.   

(b)  Try to discredit as enthusiast,  

(c)  Or in league with Satan,  

(d)  As been doing all along.   

 

(iii)  If from men –  

(a)  They had authority over Temple  

(b)  To allow business,  

(c)  To allow teaching.   

(d)  They didn’t give Him authority.   

(e)  And so was doing illegally.   

 

(iv)  And so instead of answering question  

(a)  He turned the tables –  

(b)  By asking them same question  

(c)  He knew they wouldn’t answer.   

 

(v)  Sometimes the right answer is no answer.   

(vi)  Are those who don’t deserve to know truth.   

 



3 

c.  Jesus warned disciples about casting pearls before swine.   

(i)  If audience is insincere,  

(ii)  If looking for reason to reject or discredit,  

(a)  May take truth you give,  

(b)  Trample under feet,  

(c)  And turn and attack you.   

 

(iii)  This is what tried do to Jesus,  

(iv)  And so Jesus refused to answer.   

 

4.  What is Lord teaching us here?  Two things:   

a.  First, you need to respond according to your audience.   

b.  Second, sometimes the right thing to do is not to tell them the truth.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you need to shape/formulate what you say according to your audience.   

1.  You have commission to communicate Gospel.   

a.  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).   

b.  Don’t have to do all, but do some.   

(i)  When Jesus told disciples to wait for promise,  

(a)  Said would receive power.   

(b)  To be His witnesses (Acts 1:8).   

 

(ii)  Has called you to witness as well:   

(a)  Of what He has done to save:  Gospel.   

(b)  Of what Lord done for you:  testimony.   

(c)  This is what you are to communicate.   

 

2.  But what say depends on situation:   

a.  If someone comes sincerely seeking truth, need tell them.   

(i)  A scribe will ask Jesus about greatest commandment (12:28).   

(ii)  Jesus will see important to him and tell.   

(iii)  Be ready to share – not just some times, but all.   

 

b.  If not sincere, tell them as well.   

(i)  Peter writes, “But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, 

you are blessed.  AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND 

DO NOT BE TROUBLED, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 

always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 

account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and 

keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, 
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those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame” (1 

Pet. 3:14-16).   

(ii)  Be always ready to give an answer.   

 

c.  If they don’t ask,  

(i)  Learn to turn conversation to spiritual things:   

(ii)  Jesus’ conversation with woman of Samaria (John 4).   

(a)  Began with request for water (v. 7),  

(b)  But He soon had woman asking Him for water of life (v. 15).   

(c)  Learn skillfully to adapt subject to spiritual need.   

 

d.  If someone wants to argue or trick, be ready to answer wisely.   

(i)  Pharisees and Herodians will question regarding taxes (Mark 12:13-17).   

(ii)  Sadducees will try to trick Jesus regarding marriage (vv. 18-27),  

(a)  But in each case will answer to refute them and promote God’s truth.   

(b)  Learn Word well enough to do so.   

 

e.  Pray that Lord will help you adapt to audience.   

(i)  He promised He would, “But when they hand you over, do not worry 

about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in that hour 

what you are to say.  For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of 

your Father who speaks in you” (Matt. 10:19-20).   

(ii)  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But he must 

ask in faith without any doubting” (James 1:5-6).   

(a)  Not talking inspiration – that ceased.   

(b)  But illumination.   

(1)  Will bring Scripture to mind,  

(2)  Help you understand and apply it.   

 

B.  Pray also for wisdom when not to speak  

 Because, second, sometimes the right thing to do is to withhold the truth.   

1.  That what Jesus did on occasion.   

a.  Often kept fact was Messiah secret – so wouldn’t kill Him.   

b.  Often spoke parables –  

(i)  To conceal truth from enemies.   

(ii)  Though would explain to disciples.   

(iii)  “And the disciples came and said to Him, ‘Why do You speak to them in 

parables?’  [NB:  Wasn’t to teach in concrete way.]  Jesus answered them, 

‘To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 

heaven, but to them it has not been granted.  For whoever has, to him more 

shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, 

even what he has shall be taken away from him.  Therefore I speak to 

them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing 

they do not hear, nor do they understand” (Matt. 13:10-13).   
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c.  He withheld truth in our text,  

(i)  Presumably because question was trap.   

(ii)  Would also reveal who He was:  Messiah.   

 

d.  Jesus would remain silent before Council when on trial (Matt. 26:63),  

(i)  Until adjured in name of God,  

(ii)  Then revealed was Christ.   

 

e.  Was silent before Herod (Luke 23:8-9).   

(i)  Herod had wanted to see Him long time,  

(a)  Had been hearing about Him  

(b)  Wanted to see a sign.   

(c)  But Jesus said and did nothing.   

 

(ii)  Why?   

(a)  This the Herod that had John beheaded.   

(b)  Had earlier tried to have Jesus killed –  

(c)  Thought was John risen from dead.   

(d)  Jesus called him fox/wicked person (Luke 13:32).   

(e)  Truth is not for everyone.   

 

2.  It’s true none righteous.   

a.  All have sinned and fall short (Rom. 3:23).   

(i)  None seek for God on their own (vv. 10-12).   

(ii)  And yet we are to give them truth.   

 

b.  But comes a time when not to give.   

(i)  Sometime is matter of casting pearls.   

(ii)  Jesus warned disciples not to do so.   

(a)  “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before 

swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you 

to pieces” (Matt. 7:6).   

(b)  Not to give holy things to dogs.   

(c)  Not to give truth to those who want for sinister reason.   

(d)  John Gill writes, “Here the phrase is used in a metaphorical sense; and 

is generally understood of not delivering or communicating the holy 

word of God, and the truths of the Gospel, comparable to pearls, or the 

ordinances of it, to persons notoriously vile and sinful:  to men, who 

being violent and furious persecutors, and impudent blasphemers, are 

compared to ‘dogs’; or to such, who are scandalously vile, impure in 

their lives and conversations, and are therefore compared to swine.”   

 

(iii)  When it appears that the truth  

(a)  Has little hope of success,  

(b)  And that will only abuse you,  

(c)  That is time to withhold that truth.   
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(iv)  You are to tell those who have hope of receiving.   

(v)  But withdraw from those who don’t.   

 

d.  In closing, this stands as warning to you who haven’t received Gospel.   

(i)  These didn’t start in this condition.   

(a)  They got there little by little.   

(1)  Ever look at someone and wonder how they got that bad?   

(2)  Wasn’t overnight.   

(3)  Won’t be for you either!   

(4)  It happens a little at a time.   

(5)  By rejecting God’s truth.   

 

(b)  Every time hear Gospel  

(1)  And not respond  

(2)  Or argue against,  

(3)  Get a little harder.   

(4)  Eventually may go past hope.   

 

(ii)  Don’t let that happen to you!   

(a)  Repent and receive Jesus now.   

(b)  Call on His name.   

(c)  Ask for grace to change heart – soften it.   

(d)  Trust Him to save you.   

(e)  And you will be safe.   

(f)  Don’t turn away again this morning  

(g)  And draw a little closer to point of no return.   

(h)  Trust Him now!   

(i)  May the Lord grant grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 


