
”When the Perfect Comes” 
(1 Corinthians 13:8-10) 

Introduction: Last week we were looking at the fact that love 
never fails, that is, when all of the gifts of the Spirit are done 
away with, love is that gift of the Spirit that will endure, not 
only to the end of this life on earth, but also forever in eternal 
glory. This morning, we want to look further at that world which 
is to come which is exemplified by love. 

Paul says that ”WHEN THE PERFECT COMES, THE PARTIAL WILL BE 
DONE AWAY.” I believe that we must see this in a two-fold sense. 
First of all, when the church was in her infancy, she was imperfect 
in the sense that she was not yet fully founded, and had not yet 
received the perfect rule of faith and life. Once the church was 
founded and had her completed revelation, those gifts which were 
necessary for her founding, that is, the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit, were put to an end by God. But the church in another sense 
continues to be in a relatively imperfect state as the church 
militant, that is, as she wages war on this earth, this side of the 
consummation of all things. God has also given to His church the 
ordinary gifts to build up the church into the fullness of the 
stature which belongs to Christ. Once this stage has been reached 
by the church, then these ordinary gifts will be done away with. 
And though I believe that this passage has reference to both stages 
of the church, I believe that it has primary reference to that 
fullness of glory that will only be obtained in heaven. And so 
that is why the text says, ”WHEN THE PERFECT COMES, THE PARTIAL 
WILL BE DONE AWAY,” and in verse 12, ”FOR NOW WE SEE IN A MIRROR 
DIMLY, BUT THEN FACE TO FACE; NOW I KNOW IN PART, BUT THEN I SHALL 
KNOW FULLY JUST AS I ALSO HAVE BEEN FULLY KNOWN.” 

Paul has had to say to us about the love of God is, 
And so what I want you to see in this text, as we finish what 

When the church shall have reached its goal in glory, it 
will experience the love of God in all its perfections forever. 
(We experience the love of God only very imperfectly here on 
earth. But when we shall have been glorified with the saints 
forever in the heavens, then we shall experience the love of 
God in all its consummate perfection for the rest of time.) 

First, I want you to see why heaven is a world of love, and 
secondly, I want you to see what it will be like to experience 
this love in heaven. 

I. Heaven Is a World of Love, Because the Original Source of Love 
Is There, and Because There Everything Is Perfected in Love. 
A .  The Creator of this Love and Its Continual Source Is in 

Heaven. 
1.  Heaven is the dwelling place of God. 

a. God fills both heaven and earth, yet He reveals 
Himself in some places more than others. 
ti) He especially dwelt in and revealed Himself in 

Israel. 
tii) More particularly, He dwelt in the city of 
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Jerusalem. 

the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Temple, He dwelt in the Holy of Holies. 
tv) And even there, His presence was particularly 

manifested above the mercy seat, where He said 
that He would appear and converse with Moses. 

tiii) And, even more specifically, God dwelt in 

tiv) And yet, even among all of the rooms of the 

b. But heaven is His dwelling place above all others 
in the universe. 
ti) All of His other dwelling places were but 

types of this dwelling of God. 
tii) Heaven is a part of the creation that He built 

specifically to be the place of His glorious 
presence, where He would reveal Himself in all 
His perfection forever. 

2. And so this makes heaven a world of love, because the 
fountain of all love resides there. 
a. God’s presence fills heaven with love, as the sun 

fills the world with light. 
b. And this love which He pours forth will never 

cease. 
ti) John the apostle tells us that God is love, 

that is, it is His nature to love. 

must also be without limit. He is an 
inexhaustible fountain of love. 

outpouring of His love will never change. 

tii) And since there are no limits to God, His love 

tiii) And because He is eternal and unchanging, the 

3. God the Father, who eternally loved us, God the Son, 
who poured out His life to redeem us, and God the Holy 
Spirit. who sheds this love abroad in our hearts, 
dwells in heaven, and there there is nothing to hinder 
our coming to Him. 

B. The Saints and Angels in all Their Perfection Are Also in 
Heaven. 
1.  There is only that which is lovely in heaven. 

a. Nothing unholy shall ever enter there, ”AND 
NOTHING UNCLEAN m n  NO ONE WHO PRACTICES 
ABOMINATION m n  LYING, SHALL EVER COME INTO IT, BUT 
ONLY THOSE WHOSE NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB’S 
BOOK OF LIFE” (Rev. 21:27). 

b. Only those things which are perfect in holiness are 
in heaven. 
ti) All of the saints are there, and all of the 

tii) None of wicked shall be there, nor any of the 
holy angels. 

fallen angels. They are kept at a distance in 
the lake of fire. 

no hypocrites or false professors, no one who 
pretends to be a saint, and is not, no one who 

tiii) Among all those who occupy heaven, there are 
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hates or does evil of any kind. There is 
nothing there but that which shall forever 
draw love forth from us. 

2. But these who inhabit heaven are not only lovely, they 
are perfectly lovely. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

There are things in this world which are lovely, 
but there is nothing that is absolutely free from 
every blemish. 
Even the most virtuous man in this world has some 
sinful faults. 
But that will not be the case in heaven. In heaven 
there will be no imperfection; nothing but pure and 
perfect loveliness and holiness. 
God will be there in all His perfection and beauty, 
and the whole church shall be there, adorned as a 
bride and clothed in fine linen, and wherever you 
might look, there is nothing but beauty and glory. 
The city of the New Jerusalem is pictured as having 
precious stones for its foundations, pearls for 
gates, pure gold for its streets, and yet all of 
these are but faint images of what heaven is really 
1 ike. 
In heaven, all those things which the saints on 
earth had set their eyes and their hopes on, those 
things they longed for and prayed for, those things 
which were their delight below and which they 
dreamed of having, the things that they would 
gladly have given their lives for on earth, will be 
there. 
Friends and loved ones we miss dearly, who also 
trusted in Christ, will be there. 
And so every desire of the Christian’s heart will 
be fulfilled in heaven, for everything that is pure 
and holy and lovely is there. 

11. And the Saints Will Experience This Love in all of Its 
Fullness Forever. 

A .  The Love of God Will Have Reached its Perfection in the 
Hearts of the Saints. 
1.  God is the source of the Christian’s love, and in 

heaven it will flow out toward all who are in heaven. 
a. It not only flows out in its fullness to His 

only-begotten Son, but to all the residents of 
heaven, both to saints and to angels. 

b. It flows to Christ, and through Him to all who are 
in Christ, who is the head of His church. 

c. Remember that the saints were loved in Christ 
before the foundation of the world, and for His 
sake alone. And so that love continues to be given 
to the saints, through Christ Jesus. 

2. This love is also expressed in Christ’s loving us, and 
in the love that is shared between saints and angels. 

3. This love is a holy and divine love. 
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a. Our love in this world is for the most part 

b. But the love in heaven is not carnal, but 
unholy and imperfect. 

spiritual. It does not come from a heart full of 
sin, or even from one that has much remaining 
corruption, but it is a pure love and it is 
directed solely to the glory of God. 

THE PERFECT COMES, THE PARTIAL WILL BE DONE AWAY.” 
ti) That little spark of divine love in our hearts 

here on earth, will become a full flame. 
(ii) There will no longer be any sin in our hearts, 

nor any of its fruits. 
(iii) There will be no envy in heaven over those who 

have received a greater reward then we, nor 
over the angels who are superior to us in 
power. 

(iv) We will rejoice in each other’s happiness when 
we see one another exalted in heaven, for in 
heaven there is no pride. 

c. And i t is a perfect love, as our text says, ”WHEN 

B. And This Love of God Will Be Given and Received by all the 
Saints in Heaven. 
1.  This love will always be shared and returned. 

a. In this world, there is always the possibility that 

b. But in heaven, all will love and be loved in 
our love will be rejected. 

return. 
ti) The saints will love God and be loved by Him. 

(ii) The saints will also love the Lord Jesus, who 
will receive their love, and make known to 
them His love which brought Him to the cross. 

account of the great love which God has first 
loved us with. 

(iii) And the saints will love one another on 

c. It is also interesting to note that there are 
degrees of love in heaven, even as there are 
degrees of reward. 
ti) On earth it is apparent that God did not love 

all His saints equally. He called Daniel a 
man ”GREATLY LOVED” (Dan. 9 : 23 1 . 

loved above the rest, and so he is frequently 
referred to as the ”DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED” 
(John 2 0 : 2 ) .  
Those who have been the most outstanding for 
their faithfulness and holiness will be the 
most beloved by God and will be nearest to Him 
in glory. 

one seated at Christ’s right hand and one at 
His left, according to what God has prepared 
in His providence (Matt. 20:23). 

jealousy or hatred for those below in rank and 

(ii) Jesus had one disciple in particular that He 

(iii) 

(iv) We are told in Scripture that there will be 

(v) But again, this will not be a cause of 
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affection, for there is no pride in heaven. 

heaven will be more greatly loved by the 
saints who are below them. 

tvi) Rather, those who are the more honored in 

2. In heaven, no one will doubt the motive behind 
another’s loving them; there will be no hypocrisy. 
a. It will not be as it is in this world, where 

very few persons are what they seem to be. 
b. In heaven, everyone will be perfectly sincere in 

everything that they do and say, and they will mean 
it from the very bottom of their hearts. 

3. In heaven, all sin will be removed so that nothing will 
hinder the full expression of divine love. 
a. In this world, when we would like to express our 

love for God, and tell Christ how thankful we are 
and how much we love Him for what He has done, we 
are hindered by the corruption in our hearts which 
seems to give us a love/hate relationship with Him. 
We are both inclined toward Him and disinclined at 
the same time. 

down. The saints in heaven will have no difficulty 
in expressing their love to God. They will be like 
a fire which is freely burning without restraint in 
their ardent love towards God. 

b. But in heaven there will be no sin to weigh us 

4. In heaven, there will be perfect tranquility and joy. 
a. Love is that which brings a quietness and 

peacefulness to the soul. It tends to put away 
every disturbing thing and calms the spirit. 

b. And while there are many things upon this earth 
that can bring strife and confusion, in that place 
of God’s perfect presence, nothing can disturb the 
soul’s peace, for nothing is there which could, nor 
will God ever cease to pour out His love which 
produces that quietness of heart. 

5. And all in heaven will know that all these perfect 
expressions of love will continue throughout all time. 
There will be no end to this happiness or any lessening 
of it through time without end. 

III. Uses. 
A. This is a source of true happiness and joy for those who 

know that they have an interest in heaven through Christ. 
1.  John writes in Revelation 22:14-15, ”BLESSED ARE THOSE 

WHO WASH THEIR ROBES, THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
THE TREE OF LIFE, AND MAY ENTER BY THE GATES INTO THE 
CITY. OUTSIDE ARE THE DOGS AND THE SORCERERS AND THE 
IMMORAL PERSONS AND THE MURDERERS AND THE IDOLATERS, 
AND EVERYONE WHO LOVES AND PRACTICES LYING.” 

2. The Bible tells us who these people are who have this 
inheritance. 
a. They are those who have had the seed of this 

heavenly love planted within their hearts. 



6 

ti) They have been born again from above and have 
experienced the regenerating influence of the 
Spirit of God. 

flows out to God and to those who are made in 
the image of God. 

your heart, by comparing your love to that in 
chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians. 

tii) From that time, the love which He implants 

tiii) You may judge whether or not this love is in 

b. They have chosen to find their happiness in God and 
in the things of God above all their chief delights 
on earth. 
ti) They have a changed disposition, a changed 

inclination towards God. 

finding them to be a burden, they delight in 
them. 

tiii) They do not hide from the light of the Word as 
it is shed on their hearts, but they welcome 
it to find out all of their sin and wickedness 
that they might be cleansed by God. 

with all their might to put it to death, that 
the true love of God might reign in their 
hearts and lives. 

tii) Instead of hating the things of God and 

tiv) And where that sin is discovered, they seek 

c. And they are those who out of love for God are 
seeking to live a life of holiness and faithfulness 
to the commandments of God. 
ti) Love for God makes us long for the things that 

are pleasing to Him. 
And as He has told us what His good pleasure 
is in the revelation of His moral nature, the 
ten commandments, those who love Him will seek 
to live according to them. 

heaven is a place that is void of sin and full 
of God’s love, he seeks in this life to put to 
death his sin and to perfect that love in 
preparation for that glorious day. 

among the most blessed individuals on earth, 
for words would fail in describing what awaits 
you in glory. 

tii) 

tiii) And, as the true saint of God realizes that 

tiv) And, if this love is in your heart, you are 

B .  Secondly, this should serve as a warning to awaken you who 
refuse to repent of your sins and turn to Christ. 
1.  If you are outside of Christ, you have no claim on 

heaven, and will receive none of the privileges that 
have been mentioned. 

2. Rather, you are in danger of hell, which is not a world 
of love, but of hatred. 
a. There are only three worlds: this world, which is a 

mixture of love and hatred; heaven, which is a 
world of love, with no hatred; and hell, which is a 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

world of hatred with no love, where also all those 
in a Christless state will be sent. 
In hell, God expresses His displeasure and wrath, 
even as He expresses His love in heaven. 
Everything there is detestable and hated, there is 
nothing lovely, nothing pure, but everything is 
abominable in His sight. All of the filth of the 
universe, as it were, is dumped here. There is 
nothing there but devils and damned souls. 
There is no love, there is no mercy, there is only 
the horrible wrath of God poured out without 
mixture. There, God reveals His hatred of sin and 
sinners. And there the damned reciprocate and hate 
God with a perfect hatred. 
If this is your condition here this morning, then 
flee for refuge into the ark of salvation, run unto 
Christ, and cry for mercy; ask Him to save you. 

C. And lastly, stir yourselves up to seek after this heavenly 
country and do whatever you need to to enter it. 
1.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7.  

God desires to give it to you, but you must also desire 
it and diligently seek it. 
Doesn’t heaven sound like a place that you would like 
to spend forever? 
You must seek then that world of peace and love where 
there is blessed rest for the people of God. 
Do not let your heart run after the things of this 
world, but set your mind on the things above, and have 
holy longings for that place. 
Be content through all of the difficulties that you 
will encounter on the way there. That glorious city is 
on a high hill, and there is no way up to it but by 
difficult steps. 
Let your eyes be fixed upon Jesus who has gone before 
you as forerunner into the holiest place of all. 
And lastly, live a life of love to God and man. If you 
are hoping to live forever in a world of love, you must 
cherish the spirit of love on this earth. By loving in 
the present, you have a foretaste of that eternal place 
which is a world of love, and a sound assurance of the 
grace of God in your heart to bring you there. 


