
“What Shall I Give to the Lord?” 
(Psalm 116:12-14) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw what Christ gave.   
a.  He was rich.   
b.  He became poor.   
c.  That we might become rich.   

 
2.  We also saw how we come to possess these riches:   

a.  By turning from our sins.   
b.  By looking to Him in faith.   
 

3.  This evening, let’s consider what God wants us to give in return.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This is a psalm of thanksgiving.   

a.  The psalmist was in trouble, “The cords of death encompassed me, and the 
terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow” (v. 3).   

b.  In his distress, he called out to the Lord, “Then I called upon the name of the 
Lord: ‘O Lord, I beseech Thee, save my life’” (v. 4)!   

c.  The Lord heard and answered, “Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes, our God 
is compassionate.  The Lord preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He 
saved me.  Return to your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has dealt bountifully with 
you.  For You hast rescued my soul from death, my eyes from tears, My feet 
from stumbling.  I shall walk before the Lord in the land of the living” (vv. 5-9).   

d.  And so now the psalmist wants to do what is right in return.   
 
2.  We also were in trouble.   

a.  We were born in sin, on our way to hell.   
b.  Our sins everyday were increasing our judgment.   
c.  We had no hope; we didn’t even want the salvation that God offers.   
d.  But God gave us grace to see our trouble, to see His Savior, to call upon Him.   
e.  He rescued us; today we walk in the land of the living, with a glorious future, 

because of what Christ has done.   
f.  What should we do in return?   
g.  Though salvation is the greatest gift, it is not the only gift:  “What reward shall 

we give unto the Lord, for all the benefits he hath bestowed?  From the cheerless 
gloom of nonexistence he waked us into being; he ennobled us with 
understanding; he taught us arts to promote the means of life; he commanded the 
prolific earth to yield its nurture; he bade the animals to own us as their lords.  
For us the rains descend; for us the sun sheddeth abroad its creative beams; the 
mountains rise, the valleys bloom, affording us grateful habitation and a 
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sheltering retreat.  For us the rivers flow; for us the fountains murmur; the sea 
opens its bosom to admit our commerce; the earth exhausts its stores; each new 
object presents a new enjoyment; all nature pouring her treasures at our feet, 
through the bounteous grace of him who wills that all be ours” (Basil, 326-379).   

h.  The Lord would have us give an appropriate response:  “Rendering to the true 
God, in a true and right manner, is the sum of true religion.  This notion is 
consonant to the scriptures:  thus:  ‘Render unto God the things that are God’s’ 
(Matthew 22:21).  As true loyalty is a giving to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, so true piety is the giving to God the things that are God's.  And so, in 
that parable of the vineyard let out to husbandmen, all we owe to God is 
expressed by the rendering the fruit of the vineyard (Matthew 21:41).  Particular 
acts of religion are so expressed in the Scriptures (Psalms 56:12; Hosea 14:2; 2 
Chronicles 34:31).  Let this, then, be the import of David's, . . .  ‘What shall I 
render unto the Lord?’  ‘In what things, and by what means, shall I promote 
religion in the exercise thereof?  How shall I show myself duly religious towards 
him who hath been constantly and abundantly munificent in his benefits towards 
me?’” (Henry Hurst).   

i.  He would have us show true gratitude for every blessing:  “As partial obedience 
is not good, so partial thanks is worthless:  not that any saint is able to keep all 
the commands, or reckon up all the mercies of God, much less return particular 
acknowledgment for every single mercy; but as he ‘hath respect unto all the 
commandments’ (Psalms 119:6), so he desires to value highly every mercy, and 
to his utmost power give God the praise of all.  An honest soul would not conceal 
any debt he owes to God, but calls upon itself to give an account for all his 
benefits.  The skipping over one note in a lesson may spoil the grace of the 
music; unthankfulness for one mercy disparages our thanks for the rest” (William 
Gurnall).   

 
3.  God had a specific purpose in saving us and in giving us all these good things.   

a.  He wanted us to be the trophies of His grace:   
(i)  The angels long to look into the salvation of God because it magnified His 

grace (1 Pet. 1:12); they marvel at His mercy.   
(ii)  He wanted to demonstrate the glory of His grace through us.   
 

b.  He wanted us to be the means of getting the good news of the Gospel out to 
others (e.g., the Great Commission).   

c.  He wanted us to be His true worshipers (John 4:23).   
d.  And He wanted us to be a people who would do His work.   

(i)  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

(ii)  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
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for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 
2:11-15).   

 
4.  The psalmist asks:  “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me” 

(v. 12)?  He answers that:   
a.  He would lift up the cup of salvation.     
b.  He would call upon the name of the Lord.   
c.  He would pay his vows to the Lord.   
d.  These are what the Lord would have us to give Him as well.   
e.  Let’s consider what they mean.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are to lift up the cup of salvation.   
1.  The word “lift up” can mean that or “take up.”   

a.  It doesn’t make much sense to say that He would have psalmist take up the cup 
of His salvation to drink it, when this passage assumes that he already has.   

b.  To take it up or lift it up means to glorify God before men for His deliverance 
and His many blessings.   

c.  And it means to point them to God for the same.   
 

2.  How do we translate that to what we are to do today?   
a.  We are to glorify God for His salvation and many mercies today before others.   

(i)  We are to openly confess what God has done for us to those outside the 
church by telling them, by openly attending God’s worship.   

(ii)  We are to confess that to each other as we meet.   
(iii)  One way we will do that in a few minutes is by lifting up the cup of Christ’s 

salvation.   
(iv)  When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we proclaim His death by which the 

cup of salvation was filled.   
 
b.  And we are to point others to that cup of salvation, to that source of all blessings.   

(i)  We did this through our caroling and passing out tracts.   
(ii)  We can do this everyday as the Lord gives us opportunity.   

 
B.  Second, we are to call upon the name of the Lord.   

1.  To call upon His name is an act of worship.   
a.  The psalmist writes, “I love the Lord, because He hears My voice and my 

supplications.  Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I shall call upon 
Him as long as I live” (vv. 1-2).   

b.  “To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon the name of the 
Lord” (v. 17).   

c.  The righteous response to all of God’s benefits is worship.   
d.  David writes, “Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and sustain me with a 

willing spirit.  Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will be 
converted to You.  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, God of my 
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salvation; then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness” (Psalm 
51:12-14).   

 
2.  This is what we are doing now; what we should do everyday.   

a.  Why do we worship the Lord?   
(i)  For His blessings, His mercies, His salvation.   
(ii)  He made us, takes care of us, saved us, made us rich in Christ.   
 

b.  So then when should we worship Him?   
(i)  Everyday:  in our closets, in our family worship.   
(ii)  Especially on His holy day.   
(iii)  Actually, all of life is to be worship to Him.   
(iv)  “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will 
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:1-2).   

 
C.  Finally, we are to fulfill our vows to the Lord.   

1.  Generally, when one of God’s people was in trouble, he would call on the Lord, 
vowing to bring Him a sacrifice of praise or to walk more closely with Him, if He 
would deliver him.   
a.  When God heard and answered that prayer, payment was expected.   
b.  Again, the psalmist writes, “I love the Lord, because He hears my voice and my 

supplications.  Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I shall call upon 
Him as long as I live” (vv. 1-2).   

c.  He writes, “To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon the 
name of the Lord.  I shall pay my vows to the Lord, oh may it be in the presence 
of all His people, in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem.  Praise the Lord” (vv. 17-19).   

 
2.  The Lord would have us pay what we have promised.   

a.  “For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 
Cor. 6:20).   

b.  “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, 
therefore all died; and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14-
15).   

c.  The applications are too numerous to list.   
d.  The Lord would have us worship Him and render obedience to the whole of His 

commandments, especially those we have bound ourselves to walk more closely 
in.   

e.  As we consider what Christ has done to make us rich, let us consider what He 
calls us to do in return:  lift up the cup of His salvation, call on His name, pay our 
vows.   

f.  Let us prepare to do all three as we come to His table.  Amen.   


