
“What Ignorant Men Think of the Gospel” 
(Acts 25:13-22)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.  Last week, we saw something of the background for this week’s text.   

1.  Two years had passed since the Roman Commander had brought Paul to Caesarea and 
the Jews had sought his death.   
a.  But after two years, the Jews still wanted to kill him.  Why?   

(i)  Because Paul preached the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
(ii)  The Jews hated that doctrine:   

(a)  Not only was it the irrefutable evidence that Jesus was the Messiah, it was an 
indictment against them and a reminder that they had killed Him.   

(b)  Since they wouldn’t accept either, they denied both; and they were prepared 
to kill anyone who continued to promote it.   

 
b.  When Festus arrived in Jerusalem, three days after he took office in Caesarea, the 

Jews met with him and asked him to bring Paul to Jerusalem to stand trial.   
(i)  Festus told them they needed to bring their charges to Caesarea, which they 

reluctantly did.   
(ii)  But when Paul continued to maintain his innocence, Festus asked Paul if he 

would be willing to stand trial in Jerusalem.   
(iii)  Realizing that he would receive the death penalty there, Paul appealed to Caesar 

for protection.   
(iv)  Though it was a corrupt government, he was more likely to receive justice from 

Rome than from God’s covenant people who had forsaken Him.   
(v)  Let’s not forget as well, that this was part of the fulfillment of Jesus’ word to 

Paul that he would bear witness of Him in Rome.  Certainly, it must have been in 
Paul’s mind that this was one very plausible way in which the Lord might fulfill 
this prophecy.   

 
2.  We were reminded of two things from this:   

a.  First, that the world hates the message of the resurrection and will hate us for 
bringing it to them.   
(i)  They won’t hate it or us as long as they don’t understand it, as we’ll see this 

morning.   
(ii)  But once they do understand it, that it isn’t just a theoretical or abstract belief 

having no connection with reality, but one that has very much to do with them and 
one that will spell judgment for them unless they repent, they will hate it and us 
for pressing it on them.   

 
b.  But second, that when the world hates us for proclaiming the message of the 

resurrection, God has an ordained means of protection:  the government.   
(i)  If Paul could appeal to godless Rome, we can certainly do the same with our own 

government.   
(ii)  Though it is terribly corrupted by sin, God still maintains a level of justice in its 

system that may prove to be very helpful.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, Luke now sets the stage for Paul’s meeting with King Agrippa.   
a.  Agrippa and Bernice arrive to greet Festus in his new office.   
b.  While they’re there, Festus tells the king about Paul’s case, hoping for some helpful 

counsel.   
c.  This leads to Paul’s testimony before Agrippa, which we’ll look at next time.   
 

2.  What we’ll consider from this text are two things:   
a.  First, Agrippa’s arrival.   
b.  And second, Paul’s case opened to the king.   
c.  What will be the most helpful for us to see is Festus’ reaction to the Gospel, which is 

typical of those who don’t understand and appreciate the importance of the 
resurrection, because it’s the same reaction we’ll get from those we speak with, but 
for the grace of God:  confusion and indifference.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see Agrippa’s arrival (v. 13).   
1.  We now begin to move towards another hearing of the Gospel.   

a.  This time it will be before Agrippa, not that he might pass judgment on Paul, but to 
give Festus advise and because of his own curiosity.   

b.  Jesus told His disciples that they would speak before governors and kings (Matt. 
10:17-18):  Paul had already spoken to the chief priests and elders of the people, to 
Felix and Festus – both of whom were governors – now he was about to speak to a 
king, named Agrippa.   

 
2.  Luke tells us that Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea (v. 13).   

a.  They came to pay their respects to Festus.   
(i)  It was unusual for a king to come personally and not send his greeting through an 

ambassador.   
(ii)  He most likely did it this way because Agrippa and Festus were friends.   
 

b.  One point of interest is this king’s family tree.   
(i)  We’ve already met several members of his family in the Gospels and the book of 

Acts.   
(ii)  This was Herod Agrippa II – the son of the Herod Agrippa I who had James put 

to death with the sword (Acts 12:1-2) and who was subsequently eaten by worms 
in God’s judgment (v. 23); and the great grandson of Herod the Great, who was 
the king who tried to kill Christ after He was born (Matt. 2).  Herod Antipas, who 
had John the Baptist beheaded, was his great uncle.  Drusilla, the wife of Felix, 
was one of his sisters.   

(iii)  He was accompanied by Bernice, the daughter of Herod Agrippa I; she was 
another of his sisters.   
(a)  After the death of Bernice’s first husband, she married her uncle, Herod, king 

of Chalcis.   
(b)  After his death, she returned to her brother and lived in an incestuous 

relationship with him.   
 



3 

c.  These are the ones who came to congratulate Festus, again because they were friends 
and also to insure that their governments of Galilee and Judea would be mutually 
beneficial to each other.   
(i)  Far better to have one another as allies than as enemies.   
(ii)  For our purposes, however, this tells us something of what both men were like:  

you can tell a great deal about a man by the company he keeps.   
(iii)  It was into the hands of these men Paul has committed himself.   
(iv)  And yet it really wasn’t into their hands, but God’s, since He holds the hearts of 

all kings and turns them whatever direction He pleases.   
 

B.  Second, we see that Festus took advantage of this visit to bring Paul’s case before the king 
(vv. 14-22).   
1.  He undoubtedly thought this would be a good opportunity to get some help (v. 14).   

a.  Agrippa was Jewish, so this would be of interest to him, especially if he was at all 
aware of his grandfather and father’s role in this unfolding drama.   

b.  But he also had more experience in these matters than Festus, since Festus has just 
become governor.   

 
2.  And so he laid Paul’s case open before Agrippa.   

a.  First, he explained that Paul had been left in custody by Felix (v. 14).   
(i)  He was a part of Felix’s unfinished business:  Paul was in bonds when Festus 

took over the governorship.  Felix had kept him in custody hoping to do the Jews 
a favor, since he had offended them in so many ways.   

(ii)  Festus wouldn’t be able to tell Agrippa the whole story from the beginning, 
because he didn’t know it.   

(iii)  He didn’t even know why Paul was imprisoned.   
(iv)  It’s best not to pass judgment until you have heard the evidence.   
 

b.  Second, he explained that while he was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders of 
the Jews came to him, asking that Paul be handed over to them, desiring that he be 
condemned to death (v. 15).   
(i)  Being a Jew and having governed them for some time, Agrippa knew them better 

than Festus.   
(ii)  Who better to help him understand why the Jews were so outraged with Paul?   
(iii)  When you don’t have the necessary knowledge, it’s best to seek counsel.   
 

c.  Third, he related to Agrippa why he hadn’t handed Paul over to the Jews (v. 16):   
(i)  He couldn’t hand any man over before he had an opportunity to face his accusers 

and make a defense.   
(ii)  They would need to come and bring charges against him at Caesarea.   
(iii)  That was Roman justice, which Agrippa knew very well.   
(iv)  And again, it was Providentially provided by the Lord as a part of His common 

grace to provide some measure of justice in this nation and for His people.   
 

d.  Fourth, he told Agrippa how the Jews came, and how he quickly brought Paul to trial 
(v. 17).   
(i)  On the very next day after he arrived in Caesarea, Paul was arraigned before his 

tribunal.   
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(ii)  The Jews could not accuse him of prolonging justice in the matter.   
(iii)  The Lord tells us that justice should be swift; if it’s slow, it encourages 

wickedness.   
 

e.  Finally, the accusers brought charges that he wasn’t expecting (v. 18).   
(i)  He thought by their behavior that they would charge Paul with a crime against 

the Jews or Romans that would warrant the death penalty.   
(ii)  Instead he found that they merely had some points of disagreement with him 

about their own religion (notice at this time it still appears that Festus sees 
Christianity and Judaism as the same; v. 19).   

(iii)  They also had a dispute regarding a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted was 
alive (v. 19).   

(iv)  We’ll return to this in a moment.   
 

f.  Festus confessed he didn’t know how to judge this dispute and thought it would best 
be handled by the Jewish court, so he had asked whether Paul was willing to go to 
Jerusalem to stand trial there (v. 20):  There does appear to be a question as to 
whether this was because of his inability to deal with the problem, or because he 
wanted to do the Jews a favor (v. 9).   

g.  But when he had asked, Paul appealed to Caesar, and Festus had no choice but to 
leave him in custody until he could be sent to Rome (v. 21).   
(i)  Paul did this, of course, to save his own life.   
(ii)  Even if he didn’t know that the Jews had laid an ambush for him, he suspected 

there would be some plot against his life.   
(iii)  When we are faced with situation that threaten our lives, we are to appeal to the 

higher authorities that are ordained by God for our protection.   
 

3.  What did Agrippa think about this?   
a.  He became intrigued – as you might suspect from his own background and family 

history – and wanted to hear Paul for himself.   
b.  Festus was more than willing to comply and so he set the date, “Tomorrow . . . you 

shall hear him” (v. 22).   
c.  The stage is now set for Paul’s testimony before Agrippa.   

(i)  His grandfather tried to kill Jesus.   
(ii)  His father killed James and was judged directly by God for his wickedness.   
(iii)  His great uncle killed John the Baptist.   
(iv)  Would this Herod fare any better?  He would have, if he listened to the message 

of the resurrection and responded in a righteous way.   
(iv)  We’ll consider his response next time.   
 

4.  In closing, let’s turn back to one earlier point:  Festus’ understanding of the dispute 
between Paul and Jews.   
a.  In his estimation, it amounted to some points of disagreement over their religion and 

a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted to be alive.   
b.  This is how an ignorant, unconverted individual views the Gospel.   

(i)  To Festus it didn’t make any sense.  Why all the hatred?  Why the desire to kill 
Paul?  Just because he happens to disagree with them on some point of religion?  
Just because he believes that a man the Romans executed was still alive?   
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(ii)  Christianity seems like a strange faith to someone standing on the outside with 
no background on the subject.  It might not make any sense at all.  To many, it 
seems like a superstition, a myth, a fairytale.  This is the way it will be viewed by 
those who are unaffected by it.  This is often the response we’ll get when we tell 
others.   

 
c.  Things change, however, when they begin to understand it, when the Spirit of God 

begins to open their eyes.   
(i)  When the weight of the Gospel begins to bear down on the heart and mind, 

impressed there by the power of the Spirit, then it can do a few different things, 
according to God’s will.   
(a)  It can convict a person as it exposes their sin, making them feel guilty and 

vulnerable, causing them to lash out at the message or the messenger.   
(b)  It can awaken them to their danger, so that they become afraid and cry out to 

the Lord for mercy.   
(c)  Or it can bring a person to repentance and faith, by the grace of God.   
 

(ii)  Festus was at the very beginning of the evangelistic process:  he was just 
becoming aware of Christ; he needed to know more, he needed to know the 
implications of the Gospel for his life.   
(a)  How far he would actually go in his understanding and what the outcome 

would be was all in God’s hands.   
(b)  These things are good to know as we minister the Gospel to others.  It helps 

us know how to help them.   
(c)  We also need to know these things for ourselves, so that we can make sense 

out of our own experience with the Gospel.   
 

d.  Where are you in this process this morning?   
(i)  Are you where Festus was?  Are you just learning about the Gospel?  Does it not 

make any sense to you?  Then learn more, learn all you can, and pray that God 
will reveal the glory of Christ to you.   

(ii)  Have you learned enough to see how it exposes your sin?  Have you become 
angry at the Gospel?  Don’t harden your heart.  Listen to God’s warning, run from 
His judgment, and pray that He will give you the grace to repent of your sins and 
trust in Christ.   

(iii)  Has the Spirit awakened you to your danger and shown you your need of 
Christ?  Then continue to pray, ask Him for the grace to change your heart:  that 
you might love Him and trust in His Son to save you.   

(iv)  Or are you a genuine believer, already trusting in Jesus and turning from your 
sins?  Then continue pressing forward to Christ-likeness and holiness, press 
forward in your obedience, serve the Lord with all that is in you.  That is why He 
made you and saved you from your sins.  Keep your heart in heaven, where Christ 
is, and that will keep you moving forward.  Amen.   


