
“What God Has Promised, He Can Perform”
(Romans 4:17-25)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Paul has been reviewing the life of Abraham as an argument against those who would want to work their way to
heaven.  
a.  Abraham was justified by faith.  
b.  He believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  
c.  He was counted righteous before he was circumcised.  
d.  And that righteousness didn’t come through the Law:  

(i)  The Law can only bring wrath.  
(ii)  Not because there’s anything wrong with it, but with us.  
(iii)  It can only condemn, because it is a standard of perfect righteousness, and we are not righteous.  

e.  Even David spoke of forgiveness of sins apart from works.  

2.  Justification – being acquitted by God of all guilt and being counted righteous – must be by faith, if it is to be by
grace.  
a.  Grace and works are opposites.  

(i)  When something is freely given and received, that’s grace.  
(ii)  When something is labored for and earned, that’s works.  
(iii)  The two are as different as they can be.  

b.  Now if justification is to be by grace, it must be by faith.  
(i)  It must be freely received apart from works; therefore it can only be by faith.  
(ii)  Faith is looking to Christ, receiving His righteousness as a free gift.  
(iii)  The Lord has made salvation come this way:  

(a)  That man may not boast.  
(b)  That He may make sure all of Abraham’s descendents – the elect – receive it, from both the Jews and

Gentiles.  
(c)  If it was based on their works, they would all fall short.  

B.  This morning, Paul shows us something of the character of Abraham’s faith.  
1.  We need to remember that faith is more than believing the facts.  
2.  Faith is also trusting in the One those facts tell us about.  
3.  This morning, we will see that the faith that justifies is the faith that trusts God and lays hold of His promise in Christ.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  What was the character of Abraham’s faith?  Its most prominent feature here is that it trusted God even when his senses

told him – humanly speaking – that what God had promised him was impossible.  
1.  Abraham considered the outward circumstances:  

a.  He was about 100 years old.  
(i)  His body was as good as dead.  
(ii)  How could he father a child in his old age?  

b.  Sarah was 90.  
(i)  She had never bore him a child in her youth.  



(ii)  How could she now at 90?  

c.  It’s true that aging was different back then.  
(i)  Abraham lived to be 175 (Gen. 25:7).  
(ii)  Sarah lived to be 127 (Gen. 23:1).  
(iii)  But even so, in his estimation, both he and his wife were well beyond childbearing years.  
(iv)  Humanly speaking, looking on his own condition and own abilities, a child was impossible.  

2.  But this is where faith comes in:  Abraham trusted God – if God promised, He could and would do it.  
a.  He believed in the One who gives life to the dead:  if God can raise up a dead person, why could He not make

Abraham able to father a son?  
b.  He believed in the One who calls into being that which does not exist – perhaps a reference to the creation of the

world – if God can make all things of nothing, He can certainly do something infinitely more easy – He can create
life in a barren womb.  

c.  He did not grow weak in his faith; he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God.  
d.  He was fully assured that what He had promised, He was able to perform.  
e.  In verse 18, we read, “In hope against hope he believed,” which probably means with everything that was against

his hoping, yet he believed in God.  
f.  His faith, his trust, was strong enough to overcome the outward circumstances, strong enough to believe against

what his senses told him.  
g.  And in believing, he received the promise.  

B.  This was the character of Abraham’s faith.  Now what did he receive by this faith?  
1.  Verse 22 tells us again that he received the righteousness of faith.  

a.  “Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  
b.  Remember, this doesn’t mean that God counted his act of believing as something that deserved eternal life.  
c.  But Abraham looked to God, and His promise to send the seed.  
d.  He looked to Christ and was saved.  

2.  Secondly, he received the promise:  to be the father of many nations.  
a.  Abraham became the father of many nations, according to the flesh.  

(i)  We saw this in the book of Genesis.  
(ii)  He not only fathered the Jews, he also fathered the Ishmaelites, the Midianites, and several other nations (Gen.

25:1-4).  

b.  But more importantly, he became the father of many nations according to the Spirit.  
(i)  He is the father of all who believe, not only of Jews, but also of Gentiles.  
(ii)  Everyone who believes is a son of Abraham.  
(iii)  This is really what the promise was pointing to:  the many nations according to the flesh were just a picture of

this.  

3.  Paul tells us that righteousness was reckoned to Abraham, not only for his sake – that he might receive comfort and
assurance – but also for those who were yet to be justified by faith (v. 23).  
a.  Abraham was not the first, but the first one of whom God said this.  
b.  He is the father of all believers, by way of example.  Those who follow him are his children, because they have the

same faith.  
c.  And remember what this faith is:  it is in the God who gave His Son Jesus and who raised Him from the dead.  

(i)  The Father delivered Jesus to die in our place for our transgressions.  
(ii)  And He raised Jesus to show that Jesus was justified in what He said and did, and therefore that we – the

ones for whom He died – are justified.  
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III.  Application.  
A.  This passage teaches us that if we are to be saved, we must trust in God.  

1.  Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  
2.  If we are to be saved, we must also believe.  

a.  We must do more than believe that the Gospel is true.  
b.  We must trust in the true God, who gave His Son.  
c.  We must turn from our own works and trust in the true Christ who gave Himself for us:  

(i)  In His atonement for our transgressions.  
(ii)  In His resurrection for our justification.  

B.  But we must also trust in God’s promise to save those who come to Him in Christ, if we are to have assurance.  
1.  Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  
2.  But this was written not only for his sake, but for ours.  

a.  The Lord wanted Abraham to know that he was righteous through faith.  
b.  He also wanted us to know that we are counted righteous in Christ.  
c.  How can we know that our sins are forgiven?  That we are just in God’s eyes?  

(i)  It all has to do with trust.  
(ii)  Do we believe His promise?  
(iii)  Do we believe that despite what we see in ourselves, with regard to our weakness, our sin, our shortcomings,

that we are counted righteous in Christ, if we are turning from those sins and trusting in Him?  
(iv)  Do we believe that God is able to save to the uttermost those who lay hold of Him in Christ (Heb. 7:25)?  
(v)  If we don’t, we’ll never have any assurance.  
(vi)  If that is your struggle this morning, I would encourage you to take hold of God’s promise.  
(vii)  Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  
(viii)  If you turn from your sins and trust in Christ, that righteousness will be reckoned to you as well.  
(ix)  But you have to believe God, or it won’t bring you any comfort.  
(x)  Believe Him today.  He is trustworthy.  He will do what He said.  He will save you and bring you safely to

heaven, if you trust Him.  Amen.   
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