
“Our Confidence in God” 
(Psalm 20:6-9) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the prayer David taught his people to pray for him.   
a.  David knew that as king he needed the prayers of his people, so he wisely 

taught them how best to pray for him.   
b.  He asked specifically, that they pray:   

(i)  That the Lord would answer his prayers, as he prayed along with them for 
the good of God’s people,  

(ii)  That the Lord would protect his life, and that he would not trust in any 
man or army for his safety,  

(iii)  That the Lord would give him the necessary strength of soul and help 
more directly to fight against God’s enemies and win,  

(iv)  That the Lord would show him that He accepted the sacrifices and 
offerings that he gave along with his prayers through either physical or 
spiritual victories,  

(v)  That the Lord would grant him his heart’s desire, since his heart was for 
the Lord,  

(vi)  And finally, that the Lord would bless him with victory and the 
confidence that He would give him that victory.   

 
c.  We considered that these are the things we should be praying for our own 

leaders:  both in the state and in the church.   
(i)  We realize that we’re not in exactly the same situation Israel was in:   

(a)  Our government leaders, for the most part, are not part of God’s 
covenant people.   

(b)  This nation is not the church, as Israel, as a nation, was.   
 

(ii)  But there are principles we must recognize and apply:   
(a)  God has ordained government for our good:  it is His institution (Rom. 

13).   
(b)  Those who are ruling – whether they realize it or not – rule by God’s 

authority and because He has appointed them to this office, no matter 
how they got there.   

(c)  And God is going to hold them accountable for how they rule – they 
must rule righteously, according to His standard, and not by their own.   

(d)  It’s true that this nation is not the church, but the church is in this 
nation.   

(e)  It’s also true that this nation is not by itself a Theocracy, but the whole 
world is, of which this nation is a part.   

 
(iii)  And so we should pray for our leaders:   
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(a)  That the Lord would save them, give them a spirit of prayer, and that 
their prayers would be heard,  

(b)  That the Lord would turn their hearts to put their trust in Him, and not 
in any army or military force for the safety of this nation,  

(c)  That the Lord would give them the help of His Spirit and help from 
heaven to keep this nation free from her enemies,  

(d)  That the Lord would give them a heart to worship Him, to lead this 
nation in the ways of the Lord, to put an end to unrighteousness here, 
and to grant us the signs of His blessings in causing the hearts of the 
people to turn again to Him,  

(e)  Our government leaders may not be Christians, and may never be 
Christians, but the Lord can still use them by His Spirit to be a blessing 
to us and not a curse.   

(f)  But we must pray for them.   
 

d.  We also considered that we should pray for our leaders in the church, as well 
as for one another, as these are things we all need.   

 
2.  But finally, we saw how these blessing were made possible to David, and were 

made available as answers to our prayers for both our leaders and ourselves:  
through God’s fulfilling them to our King:  the Lord Jesus Christ.   
a.  God heard His Son’s prayers and helped Him in the day of His suffering.   
b.  He lifted His Son up, away from all opposition and set Him on the seat of all 

authority and power in heaven.   
c.  He blessed His fight to free us from the kingdom of darkness, and allowed 

Him to make an atonement to God’s justice, bringing us eternal life.   
d.  He showed the world that He accepted His Son’s sacrifice by raising Him 

from the dead and by changing the hearts of men.   
e.  He gave Him His heart’s desire by giving Him the souls for whom He laid 

His life as a reward.   
f.  And we have been singing the praises of His victory ever since and will sing 

them forever.   
g.  It’s because these blessings were fulfilled to Christ that we can even ask for 

them:  He is the basis of all our blessings.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Having taught them now how to pray for the king, David moves on to express 
his own faith and trust in the Lord:   
a.  That he knows the Lord will save His anointed,  
b.  That He will answer his prayers from heaven with the deliverance he seeks.   
c.  And that this deliverance, though it may come through God’s creatures, 

won’t be because of them, but because of God’s mercy.   
d.  All who trust in the Lord will be saved.   
 

2.  This evening, let’s consider two further things we may learn from this psalm:   
a.  That God hears and answers the prayers of His people.   
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b.  And because He does, we should trust only in Him and not man.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider the confidence that David had that God would hear his prayer:  

“Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His 
holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand” (v. 6).   
1.  David says, “I know . . .”   

a.  Obviously, this is an expression of confidence.   
(i)  He doesn’t just hope God will hear him.   
(ii)  He knows He will.   
 

b.  And because he knows He will hear him, he knows that he and all Israel will 
also be saved from their enemies.   
(i)  Though God is in heaven, He will hear his prayer.   

(a)  God is a God who is far off:  transcendent and infinitely exalted above 
all His creation.   

(b)  But He is also a God who is near:  immanent, He is at work in His 
creation and near to all who call on Him.   

 
(ii)  David knew He would hear and answer him with the saving strength of 

His right hand.   
(a)  His right hand is the hand of blessing.   
(b)  And it is a powerful hand:  infinitely powerful.   
(c)  Nebuchadnezzar, when the Lord restored his reason, confessed, “All 

the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does 
according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have 
You done?’” (Dan. 4:35).   

(d)  Who can stand before the Lord?   
 

c.  And I think it’s clear that David rejoices in the fact that this is true.   
(i)  He had this confidence:  that the Lord had pledged His help to him.   
(ii)  All David had to do was ask for it:  and he would receive it.   
 

2.  This promise of God’s help was not just for David, it’s also for God’s people of 
all ages.   
a.  The Lord heard and continues to hear the prayer of His anointed One – Christ 

– who interceded for us on earth – John 17 – and who intercedes for us in 
heaven.   

b.  And because He hears our Mediator as He prays for us, He will hear our 
prayers as they come through Christ.   
(i)  God’s help is just a prayer away for any one of us here who trust in Christ 

this evening.   
(ii)  I know it seems as though He sometimes holds back His answer:  but it’s 

only because He waits for the perfect time – to bring glory to Himself and 
relief to us when it will do us the most good.   
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B.  Second, let’s consider that because the Lord does answer David’s prayers, that 

David would only place his trust in God for his deliverance and encouraged God’s 
people to do the same.  “Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will 
boast in the name of the LORD, our God” (v. 7).   
1.  David’s enemies – which were also the Lord’s enemies – never really caught 

onto where success came from.   
a.  They thought chariots gave them the advantage.   
b.  They thought horses made them strong.   
c.  It’s somewhat like our confidence in guns, or tanks, or jets, or even atomic 

weapons, or diplomacy.   
 

2.  But this isn’t what David trusted in:  He trusted in God.   
a.  David went out against Goliath armed with nothing but a slingshot.   

(i)  Goliath had a sword and a spear.   
(ii)  In today’s terms, it might be like going out with a pea shooter against 

someone with a machine gun.  We generally wouldn’t care for these.   
(iii)  But David realized the odds were in his favor.  He prevailed over 

Goliath, even though he was smaller, weaker, and had inferior weapons.   
(iv)  Why?  Because he trusted that God would more than even the playing 

field, and He did, because God is faithful.   
 

b.  Horses and chariots, humanly speaking, do give men an edge.  But God’s 
help gives us an even greater edge:  because His power is irresistible.   
(i)  One of the reasons God told the kings of Israel not to amass horses and 

chariots to themselves was that they would be tempted to trust in them.   
(ii)  He didn’t want them to trust in these things, but in Him.   

(a)  God often works through things like this – through secondary 
causality.   

(b)  But they are not what win the battle for us:  God does.   
(c)  That’s why we need to look beyond the outward means by which wars 

are waged.   
(d)  We need to look beyond the enemy and his power and might.   
(e)  We need to look beyond our own weakness and inadequacy.   
(f)  We need to look to the Lord and His strength for our deliverance and 

trust in Him:  He is the first cause who gives second causes either the 
power to prevail or not.   

(g)  This is how Israel escaped her enemies on several occasions and how 
we will escape ours.   

(h)  Make God your confidence, and not things:  boast in Him.   
 

3.  This is what David did; this is why he and God’s people continued to stand 
when others fell:  “They have bowed down and fallen, but we have risen and 
stood upright” (v. 8).   
a.  The Lord said that those who put their trust in idols will become like them 

(Psalm 115:7-8).   
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b.  The same thing is true of those who put their trust in man or things made by 
man:  they will fall.   

c.  But those who trust in the Lord will be safe:   
(i)  Our family has recently read the book of Esther in our devotions.   
(ii)  It’s a great example of how by trusting the Lord we can overcome the 

greatest opposition.   
(a)  Haman hated Mordecai and wanted to kill him and his people, because 

he wouldn’t show him the honor of his rank in the king’s gate.   
(b)  And so Haman went to king Ahasuerus and paid him to make a law 

that allowed the enemies of the Jews to kill them and take all their 
possessions.   

(c)  But Haman didn’t realize that the Lord had already prepared the way 
to his destruction:   
(1)  The man he hated enough to want to hang had saved the king’s life.   
(2)  The woman the king had married was a Jewess.   
(3)  When Modecai and Esther prayed, the Lord heard them and had 

Haman hanged on his own gallows and had Mordecai take his place 
of honor.   

 
(d)  God is a God of deliverances; He is a God of reversals.   
(e)  Solomon wrote, “The righteous is delivered from trouble, but the 

wicked takes his place” (Prov. 11:8).   
(f)  Who can stand before the Lord?   
(g)  If we trust in Him, we will be safe.   

 
4.  This is why David concludes his prayer with the petition:  “Save, O LORD; may 

the King answer us in the day we call” (v. 9).   
a.  The Lord is the One who saves, and so we must call on Him.   
b.  We know this is true – everything hinges on whether or not He will hear and 

answer us – and so David lastly asks that the Lord would answer his and his 
people’s prayer on the day they call.   

c.  But this is exactly what Jesus guarantees to us through His work:  that when 
we pray according to His will, in His name, God will hear and answer our 
prayers.   

d.  Let’s be encouraged then to take God at His word:   
(i)  To pray for our leaders that they would make God their trust.   
(ii)  To pray for one another that we would make God our trust.   
(iii)  Jesus has promised that in Him, God will answer.  Amen.   


