
“We Must Listen to God” 
(Acts 4:13-22)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we considered the rising opposition against the work of Jesus Christ 
through His disciples:   
a.  The healed lame man, the crowd and Peter’s sermon attracted the attention of 

Christ’s enemies.   
b.  The priests, the captain of the guard and the Sadducees came and arrested both 

Peter and John.  The reason:  they were teaching and preaching in the name of 
Jesus.   

c.  They hauled them off to prison to hold them for examination for the next day.   
d.  And on the following day, the primary antagonists, the very men who had handed 

Jesus over to the Romans for execution, were their judges.   
 
2.  But we also considered how the Lord was not going to allow His work to fail:   

a.  In the face of Christ’s enemies, God granted Peter the fullness of His Spirit.   
b.  He pointed out how contradictory it was that they were being examined – not for 

committing some crime – but for making a man whole.   
c.  He then boldly gave all the credit for this miracle to Jesus:   

(i)  The One they had envied.   
(ii)  The One who was their Messiah, the corner stone of God’s spiritual Temple, 

the One they should have received as their God and King, but rejected.   
(iii)  The One they had put on trial, sentenced to death, and handed over to the 

Romans for execution.   
(iv)  But the One God had raised from the dead.   
(v)  He was the only way of salvation, and the only One through whom they 

themselves could be saved.   
(vi)  Note again not only the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promise to be 

with them when they would stand before kings, but also the amazing difference 
the Spirit of God makes in the lives of His people:   
(a)  No wonder the gift of the Spirit was considered to be a blessed promise.   
(b)  No wonder Jesus wanted them to wait in Jerusalem until they were clothed 

with this power.   
(c)  No wonder the Lord expects great things from His church:  since He gives 

them such great resources.   
(d)  May the Lord again encourage us through these accounts that the Lord has 

made provision for us so that we might complete His work.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But now, what are the leaders of Israel going to do in the face of these accusations?   
a.  They know what Peter said is true, but would they receive it?   



2 

b.  Or would they secretly stone them?  Hand them over to the Romans?  Put them in 
prison and shut them away for a very long time?   

c.  No.  They didn’t try such a bold move for several reasons:  all of which are in the 
Lord’s hands.   

d.  Instead they threatened them and then released them.   
e.  This evening, we’re going to consider why.   
 

2.  What I want us to see are four things:   
a.  Two things that the Lord used to subdue the wickedness of the Council.   
b.  The Council’s ungodly response to Peter’s admonition.   
c.  Peter and John’s godly response to the Council’s command.   
d.  And finally, two more intimidation factors the Lord used to protect His 

messengers.   
e.  Overall, our theme is that when we are faithful to listen to God, God will be 

faithful to us.  (Of course, we cannot be faithful but by the faithfulness of God, so 
it all boils down to His faithfulness).   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider two things the Lord used to subdue the wickedness of the Council:  
confidence and miracle.   
1.  The first is the confidence of Peter and John.  “Now as they observed the confidence 

of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 
were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus” (v. 13).   
a.  They knew Peter and John hadn’t been formally trained:   

(i)  They didn’t have rabbinic training:  if they had, they would have known about 
it.   

(ii)  Basically, they were laymen.   
 

b.  And yet they spoke with such confidence:  the confidence of those who had been 
educated.   
(i)  They were astonished.  How could it be?   
(ii)  Now before we jump to the conclusion that formal training isn’t necessary, 

and that all we need is the equipping of the Holy Spirit, we do need to take into 
account that these men actually had been trained.   

 
c.  As they thought about this, they began to recognize that they had been with Jesus.   

(i)  They were His disciples; they had been trained by Him.   
(ii)  Far from having no training, they had the best training possible:  three and a 

half years with Jesus!  No seminary could ever produce the results Jesus could.   
(iii)  Of course, this would make Peter and John even more hateful in their eyes:  

this wouldn’t be a plus to them, but a minus.   
(iv)  Plus, they were filled with the Spirit:  both of these gave them a confidence, 

a confidence that restrained and subdued the Council.   
(v)  You know as well as I that people are affected by those who speak boldly, 

who seem to know what they are talking about.   
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(a)  That’s the reason so many were willing to follow Hitler, Stalin, Joseph 
Smith, and Charles Taze Russell.   

(b)  What they say doesn’t have to be true as long as they seem fiercely to 
believe that it is.   

(c)  This should be a warning to us not to believe everything we hear just 
because someone we know believes it with a passion.   

(d)  On the other hand, it reminds us that if we speak the things we believe as 
though we don’t believe them, they will have little effect.   

(e)  We must speak the truth, but we must speak it confidently.   
(f)  That confidence can only come from the working of the Holy Spirit in our 

souls:  we need more of His power in us.   
 

2.  The second restraining factor was the man who had been healed:  “And seeing the 
man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply” (v. 
14).   
a.  It’s hard to deny the reality of something when the evidence is right in front of 

you.   
b.  God provided this miracle – and a miracle of this kind – not only to draw 

attention to the message, but also to protect the messenger.   
c.  The Lord is faithful:  He cannot deny Himself (2 Tim. 2:13).   

 
B.  Second, let’s consider the Council’s ungodly response to Peter’s admonition.   

1.  The two factors we just considered left them speechless for the moment, but not for 
good.   
a.  They decided they needed to caucus:  “But when they had ordered them to leave 

the Council, they began to confer with one another, saying, ‘What shall we do 
with these men?’” (vv. 15-16).   
(i)  Notice, their response was not of faith:  the miracle didn’t lead them to Christ.   
(ii)  It had the opposite effect:  it provoked them to greater evil.   

(a)  There are some who think that if their loved ones who are unbelievers 
could just see a miracle, they would believe:  But that just isn’t true.   

(b)  Here are men who saw a miracle:  They couldn’t deny it, they knew it 
happened; they believed it took place.  “For the fact that a noteworthy 
miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in 
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it” (v. 16).   

(c)  But it didn’t change their hearts.  For this, they needed another miracle – 
the miracle of regeneration.   

(d)  This is just to remind us what the heart of the unbeliever is really like:  the 
darkness hates the light and won’t come to it, because they don’t want their 
evil deeds exposed (John 3:20), even when they know that the Gospel is 
true.   

 
b.  They decided to stop them from teaching any further:  “But so that it will not 

spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any 
man in this name” (v. 17).   
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(i)  Instead of rejoicing in this miracle and telling others about it, they believed the 
only thing they could do was bury it and the message that accompanied it.   

(ii)  Why would they want to do this?   
(a)  It’s because their evil deeds were beginning to come back on them.   
(b)  A noteworthy miracle had taken place, apparent to all in Jerusalem.   
(c)  It had been done in the name of Jesus, the One they disowned and handed 

over to crucifixion.   
(d)  If the people began to think He was alive, it might result in two things:   

(1)  The belief that Jesus was innocent:  that He really was God’s Son.   
(2)  And they were guilty of having disowned their Messiah.   
(3)  If this happened, they would lose their power with the people and 

therefore their position with the Roman government.   
 

(e)  Unbelief not only covers over the light of natural revelation, but also 
special:  they do not want the Word to have success.   

 
2.  And so to silence them, they tried to pull rank, to use their authority to stop them 

from preaching Christ.  “And when they had summoned them, they commanded 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus” (v. 18).   
a.  They might not object if what Peter and John did strengthened the position of the 

Council.  But they could not teach or preach at all in the name of Jesus.   
b.  This would require of them a full scale denial of the calling Christ had placed on 

their lives.   
 
C.  Thirdly, let’s consider Peter and John’s godly response to the Council’s command.   

1.  They didn’t agree, even on the surface:   
a.  Sometimes we use silence to respond to things we don’t agree with.   
b.  Or at other times, we appear to be agreeing while disagreeing.   
c.  But Peter and John didn’t leave them in the dark as to what they thought about 

such a command.   
 

2.  They immediately pointed out the fallacy in their thinking and of their resolve to 
continue doing what Christ had called them to do:  “But Peter and John answered 
and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather 
than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen 
and heard’” (vv. 19-20).   
a.  They did it by putting the question to them:   

(i)  What do you think?  Should we obey you or God?   
(ii)  Judge for yourselves which is right.   
 

b.  Peter and John had already decided:  We must listen to God.   
(i)  They settled that question when they decided to follow Christ.   
(ii)  Man has no right to contradict God’s Law.   

(a)  We’ve all asked the question at some point in our Christian experience:  
What if another authority gives me an order to do something contrary to 
God’s authority?  Which should I obey?   
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(b)  The answer is obvious:  We must obey God rather than men.   
(c)  No one has the right to command us to do something God has forbidden.   
(d)  And no one has the right to command us to stop doing something God has 

commanded.   
(e)  If we can just grab hold of this concept, it will give us the answer to a 

number of questions.   
 

(iii)  There were other factors that undoubtedly influenced their resolve:   
(a)  The Spirit’s compulsion (Jer. 20:9).   
(b)  Love for Christ (2 Cor. 5:14).   
(c)  Love for their neighbor/fellow man.   
(d)  But God’s authority, His command, Christ’s calling on their lives, was 

certainly one of the primary factors.   
 
D.  Finally, let’s close by looking at two more intimidation factors the Lord brought to bear 

on the situation to protect His messengers.   
1.  First, the Council could find no grounds to punish them:  “When they had threatened 

them further, they let them go (finding no basis on which to punish them)” (v. 21).   
a.  Peter and John had not violated the law.   
b.  The Council wanted to punish them, to put them in jail, even to put them to death, 

but they couldn’t.   
c.  With Jesus, they found false witnesses and brought trumped up charges, but at 

this point, they weren’t willing to do this, probably because of the second factor:   
 

2.  The people were glorifying God for what had happened:  “When they had threatened 
them further, they let them go . . .  on account of the people, because they were all 
glorifying God for what had happened; for the man was more than forty years old on 
whom this miracle of healing had been performed” (vv. 21-22).   
a.  A man who hadn’t walked for more than forty years could now walk.   
b.  The people were glorifying God – they recognized that this was His work.   
c.  If they did anything to Peter or John now, they would lose the respect of the 

people.   
d.  And so they threatened them further and then let them go.   
 

3.  God not only empowers, but protects those who do His work.   
a.  Next week, we’ll see the disciples return thanks for the Lord’s mercy, because if it 

wasn’t for His protection, they could have died, especially taking such a bold 
stand against these who killed Jesus.   

b.  But let this be a reminder to us this week, that although the Lord calls us to do 
difficult and dangerous things, He also promises to protect us:  there may be those 
who will threaten us and even injure us, but nothing in heaven or earth can take 
our lives out of His hands.   

c.  May the Lord encourage us with this truth.  Amen.   


