
“We Can Rejoice in God through Christ”
(Romans 5:6-11)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  When we believe, when we trust in Jesus, His righteousness is given to us and our sins are removed.  
2.  Standing before God in this condition, we are declared just.  
3.  This ends our warfare with God and brings peace.  
4.  This peace also brings several blessings.  

a.  The first is we can look forward to being glorified with Christ.  
b.  The second is we can have the confidence that God will work our trials together for good and use them to

strengthen our assurance.  

B.  The last blessing Paul mentions is that we can be even more certain that God will save us in Christ.  His argument goes
like this:  
1.  If God’s love was so great He would send Jesus to die for us when we were still sinners, how much more will He

save us now that we are reconciled in Christ?  
2.  The answer is, much more, which is why we may now rejoice in God through Jesus Christ, because having trusted in

Jesus, He will never allow us to perish.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  First, we need to see the love and mercy of the Father and the Son to us in our helpless condition:  God’s love was such

that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.  
1.  First, Paul says while we were helpless, Christ died for the ungodly.  

a.  There was a time when we were helpless with regard to salvation.  
(i)  We could do nothing.  
(ii)  We were in the flesh, we could not submit to God or please Him (Rom. 8:6-8).  
(iii)  Through Adam we had fallen into sin, become corrupt, were guilty.  
(iv)  We had no power to save ourselves, no goodness in us, no love or desire for God.  
(v)  There was nothing we could do to please God.  Jesus said to His disciples, “The flesh profits nothing” (John

6:63).  
(vi)  Paul has told us, we hated and were at war with God.  

b.  But it was while we were in this state that Christ died for us.  
(i)  Now remember, this was addressed to the called, the saints in Rome (1:7).  
(ii)  It was addressed to those who believe in Him, not to the world.  
(iii)  It tells us while we were His enemies, God sent His Son to die for us.  

(a)  To take our sins on Himself.  
(b)  To become guilty of our sins in God’s eyes.  
(c)  To suffer and die in our place.  
(d)  To pay/satisfy God’s justice.  

2.  This shows God’s great love for His elect people.  
a.  How hard would it be to lay down your life for a righteous man, a man who keeps God’s Law, who is just?  

(i)  Paul says it would be very difficult.  There’s hardly anyone around who would do so.  
(ii)  It’s not easy to die for anyone, even one who is worthy.  

b.  It would be even more difficult to die for a good man.  



(i)  He perhaps means someone not as just as the righteous man, but still a good man.  
(ii)  This would be harder, but some would do so.  

c.  But how many of us would lay down our lives for a godless sinner?  
(i)  The implication is not many.  We wouldn’t consider it worth it.  
(ii)  I think many of us would find it easier to lay down our life for someone like Martin Luther, or John Calvin, or

Jonathan Edwards, or someone that we admire and respect as being a godly person, who would be a great
blessing to God’s church if they had more time, than we would for someone who hates God.  

(iii)  It would be easier to die for someone who loves us, than it would be for someone who hates us.  
(iv)  But God sent His Son to die for those who hated Him.  

(a)  While we were sinners, God sent His Son to die for us.  
(b)  While we were His enemies, Christ died for us.  
(c)  His love is far greater than anything we have ever known.  
(d)  And having a foretaste of it by His Spirit, it’s still often far greater than we are willing to give.  

B.  But second, we need to understand the implications of the greatness of this love with respect to our assurance.  
1.  Paul argues from the greater to the lesser.  
2.  If God was willing to give His Son to die for us to reconcile us while enemies, how much more will He keep us now

that we have been reconciled?  
a.  We were dead in Adam, corrupt and ungodly, and God saved us (the greater).  
b.  Now we are cleansed, renewed, reconciled in Christ; He intercedes for us.  
c.  Will God now keep us, or cast us away?  He will keep us (the lesser).  
d.  Paul writes, “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved be saved from the wrath

of God through Him” (v. 9).  
e.  If He was more than willing to do the greater, He will certainly do the lesser.  
f.  He will keep us; we will not be lost.  

C.  And this brings the third blessing of peace with God:  We may rejoice in God through Jesus, for He is the One through
whom we have received this peace.  
1.  When we were His enemies, we couldn’t rejoice:  We were under God’s wrath; He was our enemy and we His.  
2.  But now that He has done all these things for us, we may rejoice in God through the One who brought us these

blessings:  through Jesus Christ.  

III.  Application.  
A.  First, realize the Father sent Jesus to die for the ungodly.  

1.  You don’t have to be perfect to come to Christ.  
2.  You can’t/never will be perfect.  
3.  Jesus died to save sinners, not saints:  It is the sick, not the healthy who need the physician (Matt. 9:12-13).  
4.  If you see your need of Him this morning, trust in Him now as He offers Himself to you through the Gospel.  

B.  Second, if the Father loved you enough to send His Son to save you while a sinner, how could it be possible that He
would ever lose you now?  
1.  He won’t.  If He wouldn’t let you go when an enemy, you can be sure He won’t now that you are a child.  
2.  This should strengthen your hope and confidence that He will never let you fall entirely away from Him, if you have

trusted in Him.  
a.  There will be trials, as we’ve seen.  
b.  There will be times when it seems as though you are falling and will fall entirely away.  
c.  But He won’t let you.  Paul writes, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you

will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).  
d.  He writes in Romans 8:29-30, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image
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of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also
called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”  

e.  There is no loss, no slippage from one category to the next.  
f.  And he writes, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present,

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).  

g.  If you have believed in Christ, if you love Him, He will never let you go.  

C.  Lastly, this should give you more than enough reason to rejoice in God.  
1.  The Lord wants you to glorify and enjoy Him.  
2.  How can you do less knowing that His love for you is this strong?  
3.  Let this stir you up to love and rejoice in Him this morning.  
4.  Whenever you’re tempted to become discouraged, think about this.  And let it be an encouragement to you to serve

Him with all your strength.  Amen.  
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