
“We Are Turning to the Gentiles” 
(Acts 13:42-52)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.  This morning, we were reminded of the importance of two things:   

1.  First, the importance of perseverance in the work of God’s kingdom:   
a.  John Mark abandoned the work and returned to Jerusalem.   
b.  But Paul and Barnabas persevered.   

(i)  If anyone was on the front lines, these men were.   
(ii)  And yet they didn’t become discouraged or afraid and give up the fight.   
(iii)  As soon as they came to Pisidian Antioch, they entered the synagogue 

on the Sabbath and offered their services to bring the Word to God’s 
covenant people.   

(iv)  Far from persecuting them, the synagogue official invited them to 
preach.   

(v)  I think we would be very surprised what the Lord would do through us if 
we simply persevered in doing His work.   

(vi)  Very often we don’t see the fruit we want because we become 
discouraged and give up or quit.   

(vii)  We must keep pressing forward – in doing God’s work, in subduing our 
sins, in becoming more like Christ.   

(viii)  There will be persecution, but there will also be fruit.   
 

2.  Second, we were reminded of the importance of accommodating the message to 
the background of the audience.   
a.  When Paul preaches to the Gentiles, he will approach the subject somewhat 

differently than he does here with the Jews, as we’ll see in chapters 14 and 
17.   

b.  That’s because of his audience’s background:  Paul makes use of what they 
know, corrects their understanding, builds on it, to explain why Jesus is the 
Christ they were looking for.   
(i)  He is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham – the promised Seed.   
(ii)  He is the Lord’s Messiah who was crucified and raised never to see 

corruption.   
(iii)  He is the One through whom we can have forgiveness of sins – 

something the Law could never give – if we only believe.   
(iv)  Paul reviews what they know of God’s promises, connects it with the 

fulfillment of those promises in Christ, and then offers Christ to them.   
(v)  Again, everyone has something in their background that can prove 

useful, if we are only aware of it and can use it skillfully.   
 
c.  Finally, we saw with the invitation, a warning:   

(i)  There is blessing if we trust Christ.   
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(ii)  But there is curse, if we turn away from what we’ve heard:  everlasting 
destruction, even more so for having heard the Gospel.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’ll see how Paul’s message affected his audience.   
a.  When he was finished speaking, the people wanted more.   
b.  They urged them to return the next Sabbath and teach them more about Jesus.   
c.  They even followed Paul and Barnabas after the meeting broke up, who kept 

urging them to continue to press forward to Christ.   
d.  The Lord so powerfully moved on them that they invited everyone they could 

to hear the message, so that the next Sabbath the majority of the city turned 
out to hear them.   

e.  But this again brought opposition from the Jews because they were jealous, to 
the point where, with the help of the secular authorities, they drove them out 
of that region.   

f.  But again, the Lord overruled this situation – as He does every situation the 
church faces – to His own glory.   

 
2.  Tonight, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, the two effects the Gospel has:  it softens and hardens.   
b.  Second, how the Lord continues to give the Gospel success in spite of the 

opposition of those hardened.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see again that there are two effects the Gospel has on people:  it softens 

and hardens; it draws and it repels.   
1.  First, the positive, softening results:   

a.  “As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that these 
things might be spoken to them the next Sabbath” (v. 42).   
(i)  This is the situation we would all like to see:  people so hungry for the 

Gospel that they are begging us to tell them.   
(ii)  This doesn’t happen very often, and not at all without effort on our part:   

(a)  Don’t forget there are means to this end:  prayer, witness, testimony, 
evangelizing.   

(b)  God will do what He wills with regard to creating thirst in souls, but 
He works through means – we must use the ways He has appointed.   

(c)  If we don’t use them, we shouldn’t be surprised if we don’t see any 
results.   

 
(iii)  These Jews and God-fearing Gentiles couldn’t wait until the next 

Sabbath when they might hear these things again – but if Paul and 
Barnabas hadn’t been faithful to bring them the Word in the first place, the 
Lord wouldn’t have created this hunger.   

 
b.  We see there were some couldn’t even wait until the next Sabbath (v. 43).   

(i)  They followed Paul and Barnabas as the meeting broke up to learn more.   
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(ii)  And Paul and Barnabas were ready – they continued to speak to them as 
long as they would listen, encouraging them to trust in Christ and to 
continue in God’s grace given through Him.   

(iii)  We should always be ready to help those in which the Lord has created a 
spiritual thirst.   

 
c.  Finally, we see that there were those who were so excited by what they heard, 

they spent the week telling others so that “the next Sabbath nearly the whole 
city assembled to hear the word of the Lord” (v. 44).   
(i)  Now we need to realize they weren’t all there for the same reason.   
(ii)  For some, it was a passing fancy, a novelty that would wear off as soon 

as its newness did.   
(iii)  But for others there was a real soul-thirst for Christ, to hear Christ, and 

to have others hear Him.   
(iv)  Where the Spirit of God is, there is not only the personal desire to learn 

more about Jesus, but there is also the desire that others come and hear 
and glorify God.   

(v)  We know this is true, because we desire it:  we just need more of God’s 
Spirit so that we can desire it more strongly.   

(vi)  These were the positive effects.   
 

2.  But there were also negative effects:  “But when the Jews saw the crowds, they 
were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and 
were blaspheming” (v. 45).   
a.  There are two kingdoms, two opposing principles, at work in everyone:  the 

kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness; the principle of grace and that 
of sin, the work of the Spirit and the work of Satan.   

b.  Because of this, there will always be two responses to the Word of God:  it 
will soften some, but harden others.   
(i)  There were positive effects, as we’ve seen – and these are always 

exciting.   
(ii)  But we need to remember that there will always be the opposition of 

Satan’s kingdom to contend with.   
(a)  The Jews were jealous that so many were following Paul and 

Barnabas.   
(b)  They wanted the people to look to them, to follow them – they wanted 

to be the spiritual fathers – remember, the same things happened in 
Jesus’ ministry where Pilate knew it was for jealousy that they handed 
Him over to them (Matt. 27:18).   

(c)  And so they began to contradict, refute, oppose, argue against the 
things Paul said.   

(d)  They even began to blaspheme God by speaking against His Son as 
revealed in the Gospel, or perhaps they began speaking against the 
Spirit by which Paul and Barnabas had preached.   

(e)  Their jealousy and persecution escalated to the point where they 
convinced the secular leaders to expel them from the region.   
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B.  But second, and finally, we see the Lord continued to give the Gospel success 

despite the opposition.   
1.  When the Jews rejected the Gospel, the Lord continued to advance His work 

among the Gentiles.  “Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, ‘It was 
necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and 
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 
Gentiles” (v. 46).   
a.  There are consequences for rejecting the Lord:   

(i)  It is a great blessing to have the ministry of the Gospel.   
(ii)  But if we reject it, the Lord will take it away.   
(iii)  This is one of the reasons that some of the most spiritually dark places in 

the world today are those places that once had great light.   
 

b.  Paul and Barnabas, again by the Spirit of God, spoke God’s judgment against 
them:   
(i)  The Word had to be preached to them first – they were the children of the 

covenant, those to whom the promises were made.   
(ii)  But since they rejected it – since they didn’t consider themselves worthy 

of eternal life – Paul told them that they are turning to the Gentiles.   
(iii)  “For so the Lord has commanded us, ‘I have placed you as a light for the 

Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth’” (v. 47).   
(iv)  Again this is what Scripture said would be the case:  that the Gospel 

would be brought to the Gentiles, because the sons of the covenant would 
reject it.   

(v)  This stands as a warning to us not to take God’s promises to us for 
granted, but to embrace them with all our heart.   

 
c.  But again, this rejection by the Jews meant the riches of the Gospel would go 

to the Gentiles instead (v. 48):  far from stopping the work, the Jews only 
succeeding in redirecting it.   
(i)  What the Jews considered worse than worthless, the Gentiles gloried in.   
(ii)  “And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”   

(a)  We should pause here for a moment.   
(b)  Notice, not as many as believed were appointed to eternal life.   
(c)  But as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.   
(d)  God has made a sovereign choice in eternity:  and the only reason you 

or I or anyone else savingly believe in Jesus Christ, while others refuse 
Him and perish, is that we were appointed to believe by God’s grace 
from all eternity.   

(e)  Salvation is from first to last of the Lord.   
 

2.  Luke tells us that from here the Word continued to spread throughout the whole 
region (v. 49).   
a.  It seemed that the more the Jews resisted and persecuted, the more the Word 

gained momentum.   
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b.  Now not only Paul and Barnabas, but converted Jews and Gentiles were 
spreading the Gospel.   
(i)  Persecution is often good for the church:   
(ii)  The more the enemy fights against the kingdom, the more it advances.   
(iii)  It’s like pouring gasoline on fire.   
 

c.  The enemy tried to stop them again, but again all they succeeded in doing 
was redirecting the path the Gospel would take – again a path predetermined 
by God.   
(i)  “But the Jews incited the devout women of prominence and the leading 

men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, 
and drove them out of their district” (v. 50).   

(ii)  “But they shook off the dust of their feet in protest against them and 
went to Iconium” (v. 51).   
(a)  They can resist the kingdom, but they can’t stop it.   
(b)  But again, because of their resistance, the Lord took His Gospel away.   
(c)  Jesus told His disciples, “Any place that does not receive you or listen 

to you, as you go out from there, shake the dust off the soles of your 
feet for a testimony against them” (Mark 6:11).   

(d)  It is a sad situation when the Lord departs.   
 

3.  And what about the disciples reaction to this persecution:  even in the middle of 
it, the Lord gave them joy:  “And the disciples were continually filled with joy 
and with the Holy Spirit” (v. 52).   
a.  We will have to endure difficult times in our service to the Lord:  Paul wrote 

to Timothy:  “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened 
to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and 
out of them all the Lord rescued me!  Indeed, all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:10-12).   

b.  But the Lord can and does give joy in our sufferings to sustain us.   
c.  And so far from avoiding these things, we should be faithful to the Lord and 

not fear.  The rewards will far outweigh the price we must pay.  Amen.   


