
“Unbelievers Are Void of the Spirit” 
(1 Corinthians 13)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We began breaking ground on Edwards’ view of saving grace by looking at his 
Treatise on Grace.   
a.  In it, he begins by arguing that there must be a difference between common and 

saving grace, a difference “not only in degree, but in nature and kind” (153).   
b.  The reason he can say this is that unbelievers have nothing of saving grace, 

while believers do possess it.   
c.  If the difference between them was only of degree – one having more than the 

other – then the Scripture wouldn’t represent an unbeliever as being void of 
saving grace (or of the Spirit) - he would have at least some, and having that, 
would have something of what is necessary to be saved.   

d.  It is important then for Edwards to show from the Scripture that an unbeliever 
does in fact have nothing of the Spirit, and that is exactly what he does.   
(i)  Realize that if Edwards is correct, and fallen man has nothing of the Spirit in 

him and consequently nothing of saving grace, then he is completely unable 
to do anything God requires towards conversion:  he cannot believe apart 
from God’s grace, and God is the only One who can grant it to him.   

(ii)  If we are not born again – if we are not changed by the regenerating power 
of the Spirit of God – we will not be able to do anything beyond what our 
flesh is capable of, and it is not capable of trusting in Christ.   

(iii)  This is why Jesus said, “It is the Spirit who gives life, the flesh profits 
nothing” (John 6:63).   

 
2.  Last week, Edwards gave us four biblical arguments to show the truth of his 

assertion.   
a.  First from the words of Jesus to Nicodemus:  “That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).  Those who have 
only the first birth have only the flesh and nothing of the Spirit; only those who 
have the new birth have the Spirit as well.   

b.  Second, from Paul’s words to the Romans that those who don’t have the Spirit 
don’t belong to Christ, “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Him” (Rom. 8:9).  Only those who do belong to 
Him do, “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 
who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge” (2 Cor. 1:21-
22).  Unbeliever – those who don’t belong to Christ – do not have the Spirit (or 
saving grace).   

c.  Third, from the words of Peter in 2 Peter 1:4:  that only true believers are 
partakers of the divine nature (155-156):  “For by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers 
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of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”  
Peter addressed his letter to true believers to tell them that because they are 
believers they have the divine nature (the Holy Spirit/saving grace).  
Unbelievers have only worldly lust.   

d.  And fourth, from the fact that unbeliever have “have no degree of that relish and 
sense of spiritual things or things of the Spirit, of their divine truth and 
excellency, which a true saint has (156):  “But a natural man does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” (1 Cor. 2:14).  He 
cannot discern them because he has nothing of the Spirit.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, we’ll consider four additional arguments to show that unbelievers have 
nothing of God’s Spirit within them.   

2.  As we begin, let me restate Edwards’ thesis:  “That special or saving grace in this 
sense is not only different from common grace in degree, but entirely diverse in 
nature and kind, and that natural men not only have not a sufficient degree of virtue 
to be saints, but that they have no degree of that grace that is in godly men, is what 
I have now to shew.”   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Edwards’ fifth argument to show that unbelievers have nothing of God’s Spirit in 
them is this, that Paul tells us in the first few verses of 1 Corinthians 13 that those who 
merely appear to be religious, but are not true saints, do not have the love of God in 
their hearts (157).   
1.  “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 

become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And if I give all my possessions to 
feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing” (vv. 1-3).  They have nothing of that supernatural love of the 
Spirit.   

2.  Jesus in John 5:42 reproved the Pharisees who claimed to be very spiritual for not 
having the love of God in them:  “You search the Scriptures because you think that 
in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are 
unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.  I do not receive glory from 
men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves” (vv. 39-
42).   

3.  Edwards will show us that this love is the very essence of saving faith.  If we don’t 
have love, we are nothing, none of His.   

 
B.  Edwards’ sixth argument that unbelievers have no saving grace is the fact that they 

have no communion with Christ (158).   
1.  If they really did partake of the Holy Spirit, they would also have His holy 

inclinations, affections, and gracious fruits, and consequently, communion with 
Christ.   
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a.  Having communion with Jesus has largely to do with partaking of His grace 
(John 1:16):  “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace;” 
referring, of course, to the Holy Spirit who was not given by measure to Him 
(John 3:34).   

b.  Edwards writes, “Partaking of Christ’s holiness and grace, his nature, 
inclinations, tendencies, love, and desires, comforts and delights, must be to 
have communion with Christ. Yea, a believer’s communion with the Father, and 
the Son does mainly consist in his partaking of the Holy Ghost, as appears by 2 
Cor. 13:14. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost,” be with you all.   

 
2.  Unbelievers do not have this communion with Christ, because they are not united 

to Christ, they are not in Christ.   
a.  Scripture tells us that only those who are in Christ, who are united with Him, are 

actually in a state of salvation:  they are justified, sanctified, and accepted by 
Christ, and shall be saved:  in other words, being united with Him, they have 
communion in His gifts and graces.   
(i)  “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value 

of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 
God on the basis of faith” (Phil. 3:8-9).   

(ii)  “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:17).   

(iii)  “The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 
word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that 
we are in Him:  the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in 
the same manner as He walked” (1 John 2:4-6).   

 
b.  Those who are not in Christ, who are not united to Him, have no communion 

with Him in His life, by His Spirit, because there is no communion without 
union.   
(i)  No one can have communion with the Head or participate in His life if they 

are not a part of the body of Christ.   
(a)  The branch must be in union with the vine or it will receive nothing of its 

life-giving sap.   
(b)  Only true saints have this union with Christ by the Spirit.  Unbelievers do 

not.   
 

(ii)  Remember, it is the Holy Spirit who unites us with Christ by uniting 
Himself with our souls.   
(a)  He places us in Christ and gives us all the benefits of His work.   
(b)  Without the Spirit, there is no union, and without union there is no 

spiritual life, no communion with Christ.   
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C.  Seventh, that unbelievers have no saving grace Edwards argues by showing that if 

they did, they wouldn’t be evil.  “The Scripture speaks of the actual being of a truly 
holy and gracious principle in the heart, as inconsistent with a man’s being a sinner 
or a wicked man” (159).   
1.  He points us to 1 John 3:9, “ No one who is born of God practices sin, because His 

seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”   
a.  Edwards tells us there are two possible interpretations of “seed” here.   

(i)  It can refer to the principle of true virtue in the soul of the Christian – saving 
grace or the Spirit.   

(ii)  Of it can refer to the Word of God the Lord uses to bring about that 
principle of virtue (the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation, or what the 
Spirit works through to bring spiritual life).   

 
b.  It doesn’t really matter, because both amount to the same thing.   

(i)  If it refers to the holy principle itself, he’s made his point.   
(ii)  If it refers to Word of God the Spirit uses to bring this holy principle, the 

same point is made.   
 

2.  This holy seed only abides in the heart of those who are regenerate.   
a.  Though it is small, it is very powerful.   
b.  If you have it, it will not allow you to practice sin:  “But yet it is inconsistent 

with wickedness. The smallest degrees and first principles of a divine and holy 
nature and disposition are inconsistent with a state of sin; whence it is said ‘he 
cannot sin.’ There is no need here of a critical inquiry into the import of that 
expression; for doubtless so much at least is implied through this, ‘his seed 
being in him,’ as is inconsistent with his being a sinner or a wicked man. So that 
this heavenly plant of true holiness cannot be in the heart of a sinner, no, not so 
much as in its first principle.”   

c.  If the Spirit of God abides in you, you cannot practice sin.   
d.  If you practice sin, the Spirit of God does not abide in you.   

 
D.  Edwards’ final argument is that all of this is confirmed by the fact that conversion in 

Scripture is represented as a work of creation.  In creating, God does not simply 
perfect what was there before, “but makes wholly and immediately something entirely 
new, either out of nothing, or out of that which was perfectly void of any such nature, 
as when he made man of the dust of the earth.”   
1.  “Saving grace in man is said to be the new man or a new creature, and corrupt 

nature the old man.”   
a.  If this nature that is in the heart of a Christian is not different from what he had 

at first, then how is it new?   
b.  How can he be considered a new man or a new creature at all?   
 

2.  We see this further in the other ways conversion is represented in Scripture.   
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a.  It is compared to a resurrection:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming 
and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who 
hear will live” (John 5:25).   
(i)  A wicked man is dead, completely void of life, so that when he is raised, the 

life he has is entirely new.   
(i)  There is nothing between death and life.  If a man had the slightest degree of 

life, he would be alive.   
(ii)  But the wicked have no life; they are spiritually dead.   
 

b.  It is compared to a new birth (John 3:3) – “a begetting something new.”   
(i)  When something is begotten that’s when it first receives its nature and life.   
(ii) It is not the continuance of something that it already has.   
 

c.  Conversion is likened to the opening of the eyes of the blind (Isa. 35:5).   
(i)  When someone is blind they are in complete darkness and see no light at all.   
(ii)  But when their eyes are opened, they begin to see light.   
 

d.  It is compared to the raising up of children to Abraham from stones (Matt. 3:9; 
Luke 3:8).   
(i)  Stones are not alive, children are.   
(ii)  Again it refers to bringing life where before there was no life.   
 

e.  And it refers to the turning of a heart of stone to a heart of flesh (Ezek. 11:19; 
36:26).   
(i)  A heart made of stone cannot move:  it is lifeless, insensible and immovable.   
(ii)  But a heart of flesh has life, is sensible, and moves with affection for the 

Lord (159-160).   
 

f.  Conversion is the work of a new creation, something that wasn’t there before.  
That something is the Holy Spirit – the principle of grace.   

 
3.  Let’s apply this in connection with what we saw this morning with regard to our 

need to reach out to others:   
a.  It’s true that this is the condition of those we seek to minister the Gospel to.  

They could never respond to the Gospel on their own.   
b.  If this was all we had to work with, it would make the work of evangelism futile 

at best.   
c.  But we need to remember that the Spirit can and does work through the message 

preached to breath new life into hearts of stone to make them hearts of flesh.  
Jesus said regarding salvation, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26).  All we need to do is to be faithful to tell 
others the truth.   

d.  May the Lord give us the courage to do so, and may He work through our 
efforts to bring His elect to saving faith.  Amen.   


