
“To Be with Christ Is Better” 

(Philippians 1:23) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we were reminded of the importance of a sincere or genuine heart.   

a.  Of being in reality what we appear to others.   

b.  Of honestly trying to serve and please God wherever we are and in whatever 

we’re doing.   

c.  Of living transparently before God, opening our hearts and confessing our 

sins.   

 

2.  We must be sincere,  

a.  If we are truly born again:  this is what God’s grace produces.   

b.  If we are to be set apart in God’s eyes as His people – as was Noah, Abraham 

and Nathanael.   

c.  If God is to accept what we do for Him – if it’s not done from the heart, it’s 

worthless in His eyes (1 Cor. 13:3).   

d.  If we are to have the comfort and safety that comes from knowing that our 

sins are forgiven.   

e.  And if we are to be useful to Him – Jesus saw the work of His Father in 

Nathanael’s heart – that he was an Israelite indeed without deceit – which 

was one of the reasons He called him to be one of His apostles.   

f.  There is nothing Satan attacks more than the sincerity of Christians – this 

alone should show us how important it is.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s prepare to be challenged by another godly attribute that will 

make us more useful to the Lord:  our hearts must be fixed on heaven.   

a.  Heaven must be in our hearts, before we can serve Him well on earth and 

enter at last into heaven.   

b.  We must be holy.  This is one of the things it means to be holy:   

(i)  It not only means to separate ourselves to God, but to separate our hearts 

from this world and to fix them on heaven.   

(ii)  We must be like those living in a foreign land, desiring to be home, as 

Paul, who would much rather depart from this world and be with Christ, 

since that that was very much better (Phil. 1:23).   

(iii)  Is this the desire of your heart this evening?   

 

2.  Let’s find out by considering two things:   

a.  How we can know that our hearts are in heaven.   

b.  Why we should want to be in heaven.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, how can we know that our hearts are in heaven?   

1.  We can know first of all, by the choices we make.   

a.  When we have a choice between the things of this world and the things of 

heaven, which do we choose?   

b.  Moses was faced with this choice, and he chose heaven, “By faith Moses, 

when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 

choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy 

the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches 

than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward” (Heb. 11:24-

26).   

c.  When the psalmist weighed God’s service against what the world had to 

offer, he concluded, “A day in Your courts is better than a thousand outside.  

I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents of wickedness” (84:10).   

d.  When you are faced with serving the Lord or serving yourself, which do you 

choose?  What do your choices tell you about your heart?   

 

2.  Second, what does your heart tell you?   

a.  Do you love the Lord more than anything else?  Do you love Him most of 

all?  Can you say with the psalmist, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And 

besides You, I desire nothing on earth” (Ps. 73:25)?   

b.  While you are on earth, you are absent from the Lord (2 Cor. 5:6).  Can you 

say with Paul that you would rather be absent from the body and present with 

the Lord (v. 8)?   

c.  Watson writes, the godly man, “looks upon the world as but a beautiful 

prison and he cannot be much in love with his fetters, though they are made 

of gold.”   

(i)  There are many who think they prefer heaven when they come to die 

because they can’t stay on the earth.   

(ii)  But can you honestly say that if you could have either now, you would 

choose heaven?   

(iii)  Would you choose it even though you must first pass through death?  

Richard Baxter writes, “There is a great deal of difference between the 

desires of heaven in a sanctified man and an unsanctified.  The believer 

prizes it above earth, and had rather be with God than here (though death 

that stands in the way, may possibly have harder thoughts from him).  But 

to the ungodly, there is nothing seems more desirable than this world; and 

therefore he only chooses heaven before hell, but not before earth; and 

therefore shall not have it upon such a choice.”   

(iv)  Do you want to be with God and Christ?   

 

3.  Third, what do the things you talk about say about your heart?   

a.  Which do you enjoy talking about more – the things of the Lord or the things 

of the world?   
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b.  What about on the Lord’s Day, when we’re told not to seek our own pleasure 

or to speak our own word (Isa. 58:13)?  Do you delight to obey this 

commandment?   

c.  Jesus tells us, “The mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart” (Matt. 

12:34).  What do your words tell you about your heart?   

 

4.  Do your actions show that you’re really seeking heaven?   

a.  Are you striving to enter it, as Jesus tells you that you should, “From the days 

of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 

violent men take it by force” (Matt. 11:12).   

b.  Are you, as Paul exhorts, running in such a way that you may win the prize 

(1 Cor. 9:24)?   

c.  Again Watson writes, “A godly man . . . puts forth all his strength, as they did 

in the Greek Olympics, so that he may obtain the garland made of the flowers 

of paradise.  He prays, fasts, watches, and takes heaven by storm.”   

d.  Is this what you’re doing?   

 

5.  Finally, what do you hope for most in life?   

a.  Is your goal to make a lot of money, become very popular, make a name for 

yourself, be immortalized in the history books?   

b.  Or are you hoping to give as much glory as you can to Jesus Christ in this 

world, to be with Him in glory, to enjoy the rewards of godliness?   

c.  What do you really want?  Where do you really want to be?   

d.  These questions should show us where our hearts are.   

 

B.  Let’s consider, second, four reasons why we should want to be in heaven, rather 

than on earth.   

1.  First, we should because the Lord commands us to have our hearts in heaven.   

a.  There are only two places we can be:  earth or heaven.   

b.  We should be content to be here, as long as the Lord wills, and serve Him as 

well as we can, as Paul, “But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean 

fruitful labor for me” (Phil. 1:22).   

c.  But while we’re here, we should long for heaven:   

(i)  Paul writes, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep 

seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  

Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  For 

you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, 

who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 

glory” (Col. 3:1-4).    

(ii)  The Lord has arranged things to make this easier for us, which is why we 

have troubles, pains, danger; why there are hurricanes, earthquakes, and 

tsunamis; why there is death, sickness and disease.   

(iii)  This is a constant reminder:  this isn’t heaven; we’re not supposed to 

want to stay here.   

(iv)  Enoch didn’t complain when his life was cut short at 365 – his son 

Methuselah lived to be 969 – because he was with God (Gen. 5:21-27).   
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2.  Second, because the world is worthless compared to heaven.   

a.  Sometimes we’re surprised how children can value worthless things – a toy, a 

box, a piece of paper, a stick.   

b.  But how often do we do the same by wanting to hold onto this world?   

(i)  Satan offered to give Christ all the kingdoms of the earth, if He would 

bow down and worship him, but Christ refused.   

(ii)  What does this tell us about the value of the earth compared to heaven – 

he offered him a dirt clod in place of eternal riches and glory.   

(iii)  We need some of the world’s goods to provide for ourselves and our 

families while we’re here.   

(iv)  But all the riches of this world won’t do us any good when we come to 

die?  The only good will be if we used it for His glory while we’re here.  

We must leave everything else behind for someone else to have.   

(v)  The world is passing away; if we hold onto it, we will pass away with it.   

(vi)  But if we hold onto heaven in our hearts, we will gain it forever.   

 

3.  Third, consider what we would gain.  Heaven is a better place, a better country 

(Heb. 11:16).   

a.  There is more joy and happiness in heaven.   

(i)  The greatest happiness we can experience on earth is nothing compared 

even to the foretaste we have of heaven through the Holy Spirit.   

(ii)  How much happier will we be in heaven?   

(a)  In heaven, we will have spiritual bodies, perfectly suited to be filled 

with the Spirit, who is the love and happiness of God.   

(b)  We’ll be so filled with joy our hearts will be ready to burst at all 

times.  

 

 b.  Heaven is a place that will never grow old, and we’ll never have to leave.   

(i)  Here, we have only a temporary home.   

(a)  Our bodies are temporary:  they grow old and die.   

(b)  Our homes are temporary:  we need constantly to keep them up, and 

one day they will be torn down.   

(c)  This world is temporary:  one day it will pass away with a roar and be 

burned with fire.   

 

(ii)  But the home we’re going to is eternal:  “For we know that if the earthly 

tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).   

 

c.  We’ll never lack anything in heaven.   

(i)  How many times have we been afraid that we wouldn’t have enough – 

enough money, food, shelter, or that our health might fail?   

(ii)  In heaven, all our needs will be met without fail, forever.   

(iii)  The Lord used Canaan to represent heaven to His people, a land flowing 

with milk and honey:  in heaven there is no such thing as not enough.   
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(iv)  We will have all we need and more.   

 

d.  There is better company in heaven.   

(i)  The Father is there, revealing all His love.   

(ii)  Our Lord Jesus is there, welcoming us into the heavenly home He has 

prepared for those who love Him.   

(iii)  The Spirit is there filling our hearts with everlasting love, joy and peace.   

(iv)  The angels are rejoicing we’re there – those holy beings that so long 

served and protected us that we might finally arrive there.   

(v)  And the spirits of righteous men are there, whom we will join, waiting 

until our bodies are raised at the last day.   

(vi)  On earth, our souls are oppressed by the wicked; and we and other 

believers are so imperfect.   

(vii)  But there, we will be perfect, perfectly united with God, the angels and 

the saints in love.   

 

e.  And there, we’ll have better things to do:   

(i)  We’ll no longer be complaining, afraid, lacking, or grieving over our sins.   

(ii)  We’ll be sharing our love with one another and praising God for His 

infinite mercy.   

(iii)  If we really believe this, what more needs to be said?  Why wouldn’t we 

want to be there?   

 

4.  Finally, if our hearts are in heaven, we’ll be more useful here.   

a.  We’ll be less attached to this world and our lives.   

b.  We’ll be better able to make the sacrifices the Lord calls us to make.   

c.  We’ll no longer be afraid of death.   

(i)  Death is frightening, but to know heaven is on the other side and is ours, 

how can we be afraid of death?   

(ii)  Once we’re able to let go of the things of the world, once we’re no longer 

afraid of death, then nothing can stand in the way of our serving the Lord.   

(iii)  To be useful to Him, we must have our hearts in heaven.   

(iv)  Is this where your heart is?  If not, call on Christ to turn your heart that 

way.   

(v)  If it is, then prepare to come to the table to receive another foretaste of 

heaven through the Spirit.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


