
“Timothy, the Disciple” 
(Acts 16:1-5)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw a sad event in the history of the church:  a disagreement among very 
close brothers.   
a.  The Lord had blessed the church to that point with a wonderful degree of unity.   

(i)  They were of one mind and heart:  to further God’s kingdom.   
(ii)  They were of one faith:  the Judaizing heresy had been neutralized.   
(iii)  They were one people:  both Jews and Gentiles worked together.   
 

b.  But a disagreement broke out between two key men:  Paul and Barnabas.   
(i)  When Paul wanted to go back and see how the converts were doing in the cities 

they evangelized, Barnabas wanted to take John Mark along.   
(ii)  Paul didn’t agree, believing it would be foolish to take someone along who had 

not too long ago abandoned the work.   
(iii)  John Mark needed more time to mature, to grow in his faith, but Barnabas 

didn’t agree.   
 

2.  When their disagreement couldn’t be settled, they decided to part ways.   
a.  Barnabas took Mark and left for Cyprus.   
b.  While Paul chose Silas and traveled through Syria and Cilicia strengthening the 

churches there:  The church appeared to believe that Paul was in the right, since they 
committed him and Silas to the grace of God as they left.   

c.  But even though this division disrupted to some extent the blessing of the church’s 
unity and compelled two brothers to part company, it was not irreparable.   
(i)  Paul still considered Barnabas a brother in Christ and spoke highly of him in his 

letters.   
(ii)  The Lord also used this event further to strengthen His church.   
(iii)  We don’t want to use this event as an excuse to separate from brethren.   
(iv)  Rather, we should use it to show us that brothers and sisters still ought to love 

one another even when they disagree.   
(v)  May the Lord give us the love necessary to heal all of our breaches.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But thankfully, though John Mark wasn’t ready for the trip, there was someone who 
was.   
a.  As Paul and Silas made their way through the cities of Derbe and Lystra, they found 

that one of Paul’s converts had grown up in the faith and was now ready for the 
Lord’s work:  Timothy.   

b.  This was not just Paul’s assessment, but it was the general opinion held by those 
who knew him.   

c.  Paul wanted Timothy to go with him, and so he took him and had him circumcised, 
because of his Jewish heritage and the Jews who lived in those parts, and they left.   

d.  And as they did, they continued to read the decrees decided on at Jerusalem, 
resulting in the church’s being further established and built up in the faith.   
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2.  This morning, we’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, that to be useful to the Lord, we must continually press on toward maturity:  
we see this in the example of Timothy.   

b.  Second, that though the Lord is sovereign with regard to salvation, what we do still 
makes a difference in how an unbeliever will respond to it (what we do is a part of 
His sovereignty):  we see this in the circumcision of Timothy.   

c.  Finally, when it comes to false doctrine that is serious enough to keep someone from 
entering God’s kingdom, we must continue to fight strongly against it:  we see this is 
their perseverance in reading the decree decided on by the Jerusalem Council.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see in the example of Timothy that to be useful to the Lord, we must press on 
toward maturity.  “Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra.  And a disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, and 
he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  Paul wanted this 
man to go with him” (Acts 16:1-3).   
1.  Derbe and Lystra are where Paul preached the Gospel on his first missionary journey 

(Acts 14).   
a.  It was in Lystra that Paul, by God’s grace, healed the man lame from birth.   
b.  It was here the people tried to sacrifice to them, thinking they were gods.   
c.  But it was also here that the Jews from Antioch and Iconium came, stirred up the 

crowds and convinced them to stone Paul, who shortly after he was dragged out of 
the city and left for dead, was revived and entered again into the city.   

 
2.  It appears that while Paul was there, he was the instrument Christ used to bring Timothy 

to Himself.   
 a.  Who was Timothy?   

(i)  We are told he was half Jewish – his mother was a Jew and became a believer – 
and half Greek – his father was Greek.   

(ii)  His father doesn’t appear to have been converted.  He may have been one of 
those Greeks worshiping the false gods on Mount Olympus, but who was 
unmoved by the preaching of the Gospel.   

 
b.  Timothy, however, was converted through Paul’s ministry:   

(i)  Through his preaching, perhaps also his “resurrection” and courage.   
(ii)  This appears to be the case by the way Paul often referred to Timothy:  He calls 

him “my true child in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:2), “my son” (1:18; 2 Tim. 2:1), “my 
beloved and faithful child in the Lord” (1 Cor. 4:17), and “my beloved son” (2 
Tim. 1:2).   

(iii)  It seems when Paul preached, both Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and mother, 
Eunice, were converted and Timothy shortly after.   
(a)  Paul tells us as much in 2 Timothy, “For I am mindful of the sincere faith 

within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well” (1:5).   

(b)  Even though they weren’t converted until Paul brought the Gospel, Lois and 
Eunice were very devout Jews who had taught Timothy the Scriptures from his 
childhood, which were able to give him the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith in Christ (2 Tim. 3:15).   
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(c)  Being raised with the Scriptures does have its advantages.  The Lord can 
convert from an absolute pagan background, but He seems more often to 
convert those He has prepared through religious training – not all, but more.   

(d)  How much then should we teach our children the Bible?   
 

3.  In addition, Timothy had matured from the time of his conversion to the present.   
a.  The first missionary journey took place from about 44-46 AD, the second from about 

49-50 AD, leaving him about 4-5 years to grow in Christ.   
b.  By the time Paul reached him, he had grown and gained a good reputation among the 

brethren in Lystra and Iconium.   
(i)  This meant that he had become grounded in his knowledge of the Lord – he 

understood more about the Lord, the plan of salvation and God’s will – and in the 
grace of the Lord Jesus – that is, his obedience to His will, as well as in his love 
and devotion to Christ.   

(ii)  Paul noticed this about him as well and wanted to take him with him, which says 
a great deal in itself.   
(a)  He wasn’t wrong about him either.  Later he writes to the Philippians, “But I 

hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be 
encouraged when I learn of your condition.  For I have no one else of kindred 
spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.  For they all seek after 
their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.  But you know of his proven 
worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child 
serving his father” (2:19-22).   

(b)  If we are to be useful to the Lord, we must not only be converted, we must 
grow, we must mature.   

(c)  John Mark had not reached the point where his service would help, but hinder 
the work Paul was doing.   

(d)  This doesn’t mean that he couldn’t do anything – he just couldn’t do that level 
of missionary work.   

(e)  If we want to give greater glory to God, we need to grow as much as we 
possibly can in the faith, and strive with all our strength to do so.   

 
B.  Second, we see in the circumcision of Timothy that though the Lord is sovereign with 

regard to salvation, what we do still makes a difference in how an unbeliever will respond 
to it:  “And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, 
for they all knew that his father was a Greek” (v. 3).   
1.  Remember, Paul was not rejecting what the Jerusalem Council had decided.  Nor is he 

contradicting what he would later write in his letter to the Galatians (5:1-4).  He did not 
circumcise Timothy for his justification.   

2.  Paul had Timothy circumcised for the same reason the Jerusalem Council 
recommended the observance of some of the ceremonial laws (i.e., to abstain from 
things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, from fornication – all 
uncleanness, especially sexual uncleanness):  so that Timothy would not be an offense 
to the Jews in those parts.   
a.  The Jews would not allow anyone to preach in their synagogues, who was not 

circumcised (Robertson’s Word Pictures).   
(i)  The apostles (who were circumcised Jews) were welcomed in many synagogues 

to preach the Gospel, at least they were the first time.   
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(ii)  If the Jews accepted Jesus as their Messiah, as Lois and Eunice and many others 
did, they would be welcomed back.   

(iii)  If not, that synagogue would become the center of persecution against them.   
(iv)  Why put another stumbling block in front of the Jews when it came to the 

Gospel?   
 

b.  It’s possible that Paul had this done as well for the sake of the believing Jews who 
were still working through the transition from the Old Covenant to the New.   

c.  Again, if we are able to do something to make the Gospel less offensive without 
sinning in the process or in any way demeaning or lessening its convicting power, 
then we may.   
(i)  But if reaching a particular group means compromise on our part, we must avoid 

it at all costs.   
(ii)  This is the problem with the modern church growth movement:  they often 

sacrifice doctrinal purity for the sake of getting more people into the church.   
 

C.  Finally, we see in their perseverance in reading the decrees decided on by the Jerusalem 
Council that when it comes to false doctrine that is serious enough to keep someone from 
entering God’s kingdom, we must continue to fight against it strongly:  “Now while they 
were passing through the cities, they were delivering the decrees which had been decided 
upon by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem, for them to observe.  So the 
churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were increasing in number daily” (vv. 4-
5).   
1.  They continued on their journey, reading the decision of the Jerusalem Council.   

a.  This was the Council’s decision, grounded in God’s Word and sent forth with the 
authority of the apostles and elders.   

b.  Even though they knew there might be some who sided with the Judaizers, Paul and 
Silas were determined to root it out once and for all.   

c.  When it comes to teachings that are a matter of salvation or damnation, we can’t 
afford to step lightly.  We must attack it head on and strongly or souls may be lost – 
humanly speaking.   

d.  There is no salvation apart from the truth of the Gospel.  In this case, there was no 
doubt the Judaizers’ teaching was such a heresy.   

 
2.  The net result again – as will always be the case with the right preaching of the Gospel 

– “the churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were increasing in number 
daily” (v. 5).   
a.  This is the desired result of the Gospel – people saved from hell and brought to 

maturity in Christ.   
b.  This should be our goal this morning.   

(i)  This is why we exist as the church militant on earth, and why we’re not now a 
part of the church triumphant in heaven:  there are still souls to be brought into the 
kingdom and built up to maturity in Christ.   

(ii)  This is why the Lord expects each one of us to grow and mature in Christ:  that 
we might do the work He has gifted and called us to.   

(iii)  That’s why we’re here, and why He has given us the Lord’s Table.   
(iv)  Let’s prepare to come to it then that we might be strengthened and further 

equipped to serve Him.  Amen.   


