
“Through Love Serve One Another” 
(Galatians 5:13-15) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Paul turned the mirror on the Galatians to give them a good look at 
themselves:   
a.  You were running the Christian race.  You were doing so well.  What happened?   
b.  Who hindered you?  Who got in your way that you have turned off the path of truth?   
c.  Wasn’t it those who had been lying about me?  Who said that I was preaching a false 

message, the same message as they?   
d.  This message did not come from God, but from the enemy of your souls:  the evil 

one.  And so what will you do?   
e.  Even a small deviation from the truth – especially at the foundational level – will 

corrupt all the truth you hold.   
f.  Even a small number among you affected with this dangerous leaven can affect the 

whole congregation.  And so you must turn from it to Christ.   
g.  False doctrine is like cancer or leprosy:  the smallest infection can be enough to kill 

you.   
h.  That is why we must keep on our guard against it.   

 
2.  But Paul also expressed an optimism about them:   

a.  He had confidence that in the end they wouldn’t listen to these Judaizers.   
(i)  It is true that Christians may be deceived for a time, but the Lord will not allow 

them to get off the path for very long.   
(ii)  If they had truly begun well and had been running well, they would also make it 

to the finish line.   
(iii)  This can be our hope during times when we get off the path.   
(iv)  It’s better for our assurance to be on the path of righteousness, but during those 

times we do step off, the fact that we once walked it with joy, because we wanted 
to, because we loved it, can go a long ways in keeping us from sinking in despair.   

 
b.  Paul also had confidence that the Lord would take care of those who were disturbing 

them.   
a.  That God would judge them.   
b.  That they would eventually be cut off.   
c.  Paul even prays that they would be cut off, which is warranted against those who 

are spreading doctrines that can destroy the souls of others.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Having said these things, Paul now turns to deal with some of the more practical aspects 

of his teaching.   
a.  He says we have been called into the freedom that is in Christ:  that is, freedom from 

the Law to be justified or condemned by it, freedom from the ceremonial Law, 
freedom from the power of sin.   
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b.  But having that freedom, we must use it well:   
(i)  Just because a man is set free from alcohol or drugs doesn’t mean he won’t be 

tempted or even choose to return to it.   
(ii)  In the same way, just because we have been set free from sin doesn’t mean we 

won’t make the choice to sin again.   
(iii)  We must not use our freedom for sin, but for righteousness, for love, especially 

love for the brethren.   
 

2.  This morning, we’ll want to look at two things:   
a.  Our new found freedom in Christ is not to be used to set our sin free.   
b.  Rather, it is to be cultivated in Christ’s service:  primarily, in loving one another.    

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we are not to use our freedom in Christ as an excuse to sin.  “For you were called to 
freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh” (v. 13).   
1.  Realizing we are saved by grace and not by our works, does this mean we may sin as 

we please?  God forbid.   
a.  One possible temptation we face in the Covenant of Grace as opposed to the 

Covenant of Works, is to become more lax in our pursuit of godliness.   
(i)  If Christ has done it all, if I can’t lose my salvation, then why can’t I live as I 

please and still make it to heaven?   
(ii)  The reason is that Christ set us free, not only from the Law for justification, but 

also from sin.  Sin is no longer is our master.   
(iii)  If we still choose to live in sin, aren’t we still bound by it?   

(a)  Christ’s grace is not a license to sin, it frees us from sin.   
(b)  If we practice righteousness, then we show that we are truly free from sin.  

But if we practice sin, we are still under its power.   
(c)  John tells us in his first letter:  “Little children, make sure no one deceives 

you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 
the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of 
the devil” (1 John 3:7-8).   

 
b.  Christ has freed us from the curse of the Law, but that is all.   

(i)  We are no longer justified or condemned by it, which we would be if we were 
under it as a covenant of works.   

(ii)  But far from freeing us from our obligation to obey it, He has strengthened that 
obligation:   
(a)  This is the whole intent of the Law is love:  that we love God above all, and 

our neighbor as ourselves, we’ll see in a moment.   
(b)  Jesus has given us every reason to pursue this even more fervently:   

(1)  He showed us the Father’s love by coming and saving us.   
(2)  He showed us how to love God and man by His example.   
(3)  He showed us His own love by laying down His life.   
(4)  He has commanded us to love one another.   
(5)  And so can we now say that we are no longer obligated to love either God 

or man?   
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(6)  We can all see how foolish and sinful such a conclusion would be.   
 

2.  Paul especially warns them against using their freedom as an excuse to sin against and 
hate their neighbor.  “But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another” (v. 15).   
a.  One further temptation grace may bring would be to say that since I’m forgiven, it 

doesn’t matter how I treat my brother or sister:   
(i)  It doesn’t matter whether I am committed to them.   
(ii)  Whether I love or forgive them.   
(iii)  Whether I take care of their needs.   
(iv)  We tend to think it doesn’t matter what I do as long as I have Christ.   
 

b.  It is true that there are no sins that can condemn us as Christians, but it’s also true 
that we have a supernatural love in us that won’t allow us to sit easy while in any sin.   
(i)  If we can easily dismiss our obligation to love each other and continue to hate 

and condemn one another, we may not have the Spirit of God in us at all.   
(ii)  This is especially true when we consider that we are to use our new found 

freedom to love one another and not to bite and devour each other.   
 
B.  Paul goes on to say that far from using this freedom as an occasion to let our flesh out of 

its cage, we are to use it to cultivate the love Christ has put in our hearts for one another.  
“For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For the whole Law is 
fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (vv. 13-
14).   
1.  Notice that Paul says we are not to serve ourselves.   

a.  When we join the church, what are we looking for?   
(i)  Are we looking for others to minister to us?   
(ii)  Are we looking to them to meet our needs?   
(iii)  Do we expect them to go out of their way to come to us and ask about our 

wellbeing?   
 

b.  When we come to worship, are we coming to give or to receive?   
(i)  We often think of church as the place where our souls are fed, and they should 

be.   
(ii)  But is this all we’re here for?   
(iii)  Do you come only to receive from God or to give to Him as well?   
(iv)  Do you come only to receive from your brothers and sisters, or to minister to 

their needs?   
 
2.  Paul says we are to serve one another in love.   

a.  Our Lord told us that it is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35) 
b.  If we come to this gathering, ready to give to God, we will be more greatly blessed 

that if we come only intending to receive.   
c.  If we come to this assembly ready to give to others, we will receive more than if we 

come only to take from others.   
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d.  Our needs will be met, but only if we all give away what the Lord has given us to 
share with others out of love.   

e.  Very often, our own needs are forgotten as we seek to love our brethren.   
 
3.  Our Lord tells us we are to love one another as we love ourselves.   

a.  We are to fervently love one another from the heart.   
b.  The best defense against ungodliness is an offensive/fervent holiness/love.   
c.  Though we are to stand fast in our liberty, yet we are not to insist on it to the point of 

injuring Christian love, or as an occasion to contend and divide with our brethren 
who may think differently than us on different issues.   

d.  We should always be seeking to engender an environment of love and service.  It 
isn’t easy to do, especially when you feel as though you’re the only one trying to do 
so:  but it must be done.   

e.  This is the fulfillment of the Law:  to love our neighbor:   
(i)  Not only if they see things the way we see them.   
(ii)  Not only if they do things the way we do them.   
(iii)  Not only if they are committed to our views or traditions.   
(iv)  We are to love them as ourselves anyway.   

 
4.  If we do, we will fulfill the Law.  The whole Law is fulfilled in one command (at least 

the law that has to do with our neighbor):  You shall love your neighbor as yourself.   
a.  This is not only a command, but an evidence of the reality and truthfulness of our 

conversion.   
b.  It is not only evidence, but also a way of rooting out dissentions, divisions and 

bitterness between us.   
c.  It is not only evidence to us, but to others, since it will create that witness/evidence 

to the world that we are truly disciples of Christ.   
(i)  Sadly, there is as much or more division among Christians as among those in the 

world.   
(ii)  Why would anyone want to enter the church if the same strife is here?   
(iii)  Consider the behavior of the Galatians:  they were in danger of biting and 

devouring one another.  They weren’t even acting like men, but like animals.   
(iv)  When the warfare is fought on both ends, it will most likely lead both to ruin.   
 

d.  But love will break down the dividing wall, bring peace and reconciliation, bring a 
Christ-like character, confidence that we are the Lord’s and a witness to the world 
that Jesus Christ is real.   

e.  Brethren, though we are free from the Law for our justification, this doesn’t mean we 
don’t have to strive after holiness/love.  We must.  It is how we will glorify God, 
prove to ourselves that we Christians, and provide a powerful witness to the world of 
the truth of Christianity.   

f.  May God give us the grace to put on Christ and put off our flesh.   
g.  And may He especially do so as we come to His Table this morning to commune 

with Him in love as members of His body.  Amen.   


