
“One Heart and Soul” 
(Acts 4:32-37)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw what happened when the apostles were released:   
a.  They went back to their brethren:   

(i)  They didn’t run away and hide, or get out of town.   
(ii)  They went back to their comrades in arms:  to those they were closest to.   
 

b.  They told them what the chief priests and elders had said:   
(i)  How they had ordered them not to teach or preach in Jesus’ name.  
(ii)  How they threatened them further when they said they wouldn’t stop.   
 

c.  They also must have told them how the Lord had strengthened them to bear 
witness to the resurrection of Christ:   
(i)  Through their bold preaching.   
(ii)  And through the healing of the lame man.   
 

d.  This would confirm both the opposition that they would face, but also the 
help the Lord would provide.   

 
2.  We also saw their response to the threats of these leaders.   

a.  They sought the Lord in prayer.   
b.  They began by extolling Him for His sovereign power:   

(i)  He made the heavens, the earth, all things.   
(ii)  The hearts of all men were in His hands.   
(iii)  He was in sovereign control.   
(iv)  No one could stand in His way.   
 

c.  They continued to exalt Him by pointing to that psalm that spoke directly 
about what had just happened:   
(i)  The Gentiles, rulers, and Jewish people would resist Christ, just as God 

had planned.   
(ii)  But the Lord would only glorify His name further by overruling them.   
 

d.  From the standpoint of faith, they petitioned the Lord.   
(i)  Not to remove the threat, necessarily.   
(ii)  But to strengthen them to continue the work.   
(iii)  To continue to work with them by confirming His Word, through signs 

and wonders.   
 

3.  Finally, we saw the Lord’s answer to their prayers:   
a.  He again poured out His Spirit, as at Pentecost.   
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b.  The place they had gathered was shaken.   
c.  And they began to speak the Word of God with boldness.     

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we see some of the continuing results of the Lord’s blessings:   
a.  The congregation was of one heart and soul, experiencing the unity that the 

church has desired now for many centuries.   
b.  The apostles were experiencing power in their ministry, such as ministers 

have longed to see.   
c.  And the believers were sharing their goods willingly, meeting needs as they 

arose and as they were able to meet them.   
 

2.  These are the three things we’ll want to consider now – things that we should 
desire to see in the Lord’s church today:   
a.  God’s blessing of unity among the people.   
b.  God’s blessing on the preaching of the apostles.   
c.  God’s blessing of love among His people.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the blessing the Lord gave them of unity.  “And the congregation of 
those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that 
anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to 
them” (v. 32).   
1.  Here we have the New Covenant church in her infancy.   

a.  There’s a great deal of excitement for the Lord’s cause:  Other concerns 
aren’t important next to the one goal of serving Christ and furthering His 
interests in this world.   

b.  When we first believe, when we first become Christians, we’re just happy to 
be Christians and to be with other Christians:  as we get older and learn more 
things and develop convictions, we tend to disagree and divide from one 
another.  But we don’t see that here:   
(i)  We read in Psalm 133, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 

brothers to dwell together in unity!” (v. 1).   
(ii)  The Spirit of God was actually bringing that about in these days.    
(iii)  The disciples loved one another dearly.   
(iv)  There was no discord or division:  and that among so many.   

(a)  There were 5,000 who just believed, along with the 3,000 converted at 
Pentecost, as well as those who had been added to the church daily.   

(b)  Today, it’s difficult to find two who agree.   
(c)  It’s increasingly rare to find even small churches that have significant 

unity.   
(d)  That’s why many have avoided preaching their doctrine more 

explicitly, sticking to surface issues and avoiding the deeper matters.   
 

(v)  This unity is even more remarkable when you consider:   
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(a)  They were different ages, different dispositions, and from different 
walks of life.   

(b)  Many of them had been strangers to one another, but now they were 
intimately involved as though they had known each other for years.   

(c)  You’ve probably had the experience of meeting another Christian for 
the first time and feeling as though they were family:  that was the 
Spirit’s work.   

(d)  Others may have known each other, had been at odds with one 
another, but now no longer:  again, the work of the Spirit.   

(e)  They were joined together in holy love:  the bond the Spirit of God 
creates in His people.   

 
2.  Jesus said this would be His witness to the world:  that they would be one; that 

they would love one another (John 13:35).   
a.  When they worshipped, they probably divided into several congregations and 

met in homes, but this didn’t disrupt their unity.   
b.  This is what the Spirit does to a community when He is poured out by the 

Lord in revival:  He creates this kind of unity.   
(i)  It’s only our sin that drives us apart.   
(ii)  If it pleases the Lord, He may pour His Spirit out again someday.   
(iii)  This is certainly something we should be praying for.   

 
B.  Second, we see the Lord blessing the labors of His ministers.  “And with great 

power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus” (v. 
33).   
1.  They continued their work of preaching and teaching.   

a.  This is what the Lord called them to do:  to be His witnesses.   
b.  What this means, of course, is that they continued to preach the Gospel.   

(i)  The examples we have of their preaching bear this out.   
(ii)  But also the connection of the resurrection to everything else:   

(a)  Who was raised?  Jesus, the Son of God.   
(b)  Why was He killed?  To bear the sins of many.   
(c)  Why was He raised?  As His vindication from the Father and for our 

justification.   
 

2.  And they did this with great power.   
a.  This means either that they did this with great courage and conviction:   

(i)  God blessed their preaching with effectiveness, power, authority.   
(ii)  They weren’t just delivering nice devotionals with uplifting thoughts, but 

preaching with the demonstration of the Spirit of power:  the kind of 
preaching every faithful minister strives for.   

 
b.  Or it means that God was bearing witness to their preaching with miracles to 

confirm their doctrine.   
(i)  Very likely, it means both.   
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(ii)  The Lord doesn’t need to verify His Word with miracles today, because 
He already did so then.   

(iii)  But He does still own the Word of His messengers by giving them the 
conviction and power they need to preach it.   

(iv)  Again, we should continue to pray that the Lord would bless the ministry 
of His Word here, and throughout the world, by pouring out His Spirit.   

 
C.  Finally, we see the grace the Lord poured out on His people evidenced by their 

willingness to share their material possessions with one another.  “And abundant 
grace was upon them all.  For there was not a needy person among them, for all 
who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as 
any had need” (vv. 33-35).   
1.  Again, God was moving the hearts of His people by His Spirit.   

a.  It showed itself in what they did:  It wasn’t something that was hidden – it 
worked itself out in their character, in their words, in their actions.   

b.  Those outside the church saw it – it influenced them:  These Christians had 
favor with the people.   

 
2.  The most powerful way it revealed itself was through their sharing their 

possessions with one another:  they sold their land and houses and gave the 
money to the apostles to distribute.   
a.  They didn’t hold onto their investments while others in the family of God 

were in need.   
(i)  This is quite the opposite of the world:   

(a)  They want to hold onto their money.   
(b)  They want what others have.   
(c)  How many wars have been fought over lands, money, possessions?   
 

(ii)  But these gave freely:  Remember there was very likely still a number 
present from those converted at Pentecost – their needs would have been 
great.   

(iii)  But there were others as well.   
 

b.  The disciples were not like Laban and Nabal, who were concerned only for 
their own worldly interests.   
(i)  Their eyes were fixed on the heavenly inheritance.   
(ii)  They realized that what they had belonged to Christ:  they had given up 

all their possessions when they took up the cross to follow Him.   
(iii)  He had the right to tell them how them as He pleased.   

(a)  We need to remember that nothing really belongs to us.   
(b)  We are stewards of God’s goods.   
(c)  We are to use what we have in this world for God’s glory, not for 

ours.   
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(d)  This doesn’t mean that we can’t own anything or that we are to give 
away everything we have until we become poor and dependent on 
others.   

(e)  But it does mean that we are to use our surplus to minister to those 
who are in need, as the Lord brings opportunity.   

 
c.  Their love was so great, and their desire to give so strong, they virtually had 

all things in common (v. 32).   
(i)  Some had more than others who were able to give their surplus to meet 

these needs.   
(ii)  As Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 8:13-15, “For this is not for the ease of 

others and for your affliction, but by way of equality – at this present time 
your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also 
may become a supply for your need, that there may be equality; as it is 
written, ‘He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who 
gathered little had no lack.’”   

 
d.  They sold their real estate:  Lightfoot believed that this was the year of 

Jubilee, which means that the land would be worth more, since it would be 
another fifty years before it would revert back to its original owner.   

e.  And they laid the money at the apostles’ feet.   
(i)  It probably served to support them as well as those in need.   
(ii)  But they were responsible to distribute it to the brethren.   

(a)  This is before they had deacons.   
(b)  Later, it will be too much for them:  so they will need to appoint 

deacons.   
 

(iii)  Notice again where the money went:  to the brethren who were in need.   
(a)  Not to those capable of supporting themselves, but who didn’t.   
(b)  But to those who had needs they couldn’t meet themselves.   
(c)  Everyone was helped according to his or her need, without respect of 

persons.   
 

3. Finally, Luke singles out one person as an example:  Barnabas – the one who 
would later accompany Paul on his first missionary journey.  “Now Joseph, a 
Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which 
translated means Son of Encouragement), and who owned a tract of land, sold it 
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet” (vv. 36-37).   
a.  He is singled out for his generosity, probably because of his later work in the 

church.   
b.  He was of the tribe of Levi:   

(i)  Levites worked in the Temple.   
(ii)  Barnabas probably worked in the synagogue, rather than the Temple, 

since he was born in Cyprus, a long way from Jerusalem.   
(iii)  He was probably also a teacher, since that was one of the duties of the 

Levite.   
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c.  Notice, the apostles changed his name from Joseph to Barnabas (again, 

meaning Son of Encouragement), probably because of his gift of being able 
to encourage/help others in the Lord’s work, not only through giving, but also 
through speaking.   
(i)  Each person has different gifts.   
(ii)  Some are able to help us search the wounds sin gives us.   
(iii)  Others are able to come alongside and bind up those wounds.   
(iv)  Barnabas had this gift.   
(v)  We must not look down on anyone’s gifts, but benefit from each of them.   
 

d.  Barnabas sold his land and brought the proceeds:   
(i)  Here was one Levite who understood what his true inheritance was:  the 

Lord.  Wealth was not a snare or a stumbling block to him.   
(ii)  He would do the Lord’s work and receive the Lord as his reward.   
(iii)  This is the kind of attitude we should have in our giving:   

(a)  It may require that we give up some of our comforts in this life.   
(b)  But we will gain so much more in the coming life.   
(c)  Like Moses, we need to keep our eye on the reward (Heb. 11:26).   
 

e.  May the Lord help us to desire and continually pray for these three things – 
unity, the power of God’s Spirit on the ministry of the Word, and the love of 
the Spirit in our hearts that would move us to use what the Lord gives us to 
help His brethren.   

f.  Perhaps one day, by His grace, we’ll see the church come together again as it 
did in those days.   

g.  If we don’t see it in our day, we certainly will when Christ returns.  Amen.   


