
“They Shall Never Perish” 
(Matt. 6:10; John 10:25-29) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking at the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  “Your kingdom 
come.”   
a.  We’ve seen in it that we ask that Christ’s kingdom advance.   
b.  As it advances, that it would destroy the kingdom of Satan.   
c.  That the Lord would gather in His elect.   
d.  And that He would cause us to persevere towards Christ-likeness and productivity in 

the kingdom.   
 
2.  Last week, we considered the need for more workers and for a better understanding of 

evangelism.   
a.  If the kingdom is to move forward, there is work to do.   
b.  Work means that we need more workers – those willing to labor in the Gospel.   
c.  We’re not all called to labor as “full time” workers, such as missionaries or 

ministers; but we all have our contribution to make.   
(i)  We are all full-time servants.   
(ii)  We all have gifts.   
(iii)  And we are to use those gifts to help others.   
(iv)  By doing this, we advance the kingdom.   

 
d.  We also need to pray for God’s Spirit to be poured out:   

(i)  To awaken those asleep.   
(ii)  To convert the unconverted.   
 

e.  And we need to be ready:   
(i)  To know how to counsel those awakened.   
(ii)  And to help disciple the converted.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This week, I want to back up and look behind the scenes again at the confidence we 
have that we, and all the elect, will be kept by God’s grace until we reach the finish line.   
a.  When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” we’re not only asking that the elect be 

brought in, but that they be kept in God’s kingdom.   
b.  We’ve already seen that this means the elect (that’s us, if we’re trusting Jesus, we) 

need to agonize forward as those:   
(i)  Boxing to defeat our opponent (1 Cor. 9:26).   
(ii)  Running a race with the intent of winning (v. 24).   
(iii)  Striving to enter into the narrow gate (Luke 13:24).   
(iv)  That we don’t miss that gate and end up on the outside.   
 

c.  We’ve seen that Jesus has gone before us and prays for us that we might finish the 
race.   

d.  But I want us to consider the promise of God that none of the elect will fail to reach 
the finish line and will persevere to the end.   
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2.  This evening, I want us to see that God has promised to preserve us:   

a.  The Scripture says that we must persevere to enter into heaven.   
b.  But it also tells us that it is God’s work of preserving us that makes us persevere.   
c.  I want us to consider:   

(i)  The evidences that a person is one of Christ’s sheep, at least from our passage.  
Please remember that these are not works that one does to inherit eternal life, but 
what is true of those who believe, who have the Spirit of God in their hearts.   

(ii)  And what God promises to those who meet the qualifications/whose lives are 
described by these things.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  What are the evidences Christ points to here that a person is one of His sheep?   
1.  The first two are by way of negation:  First, they believe the Word of Christ:  “Jesus 

answered them, ‘I told you, and you do not believe” (v. 25).   
a.  They asked Jesus if He was the Christ.   
b.  He said He was, but they didn’t believe.   

(i)  Obviously, a sure sign of spiritual deadness.   
(ii)  Jesus tells them plainly that they didn’t believe because they were not of His 

sheep (v. 26).   
(a)  Notice, He doesn’t say they weren’t of His sheep because they didn’t believe.   
(b)  In this case, they didn’t believe because they were not of His sheep.   
(c)  Christ’s sheep are those chosen by the Father.   
(d)  He’s saying that if they had been the elect, they would have believed.   
(e)  This appears to be a terrible judgment pronounced against those particular 

leaders:  they were not of Christ’s sheep – they were not of God’s elect.   
 
c.  Christ’s sheep, however, by inference, believe His testimony.   

(i)  They listen to His witness concerning Himself.   
(ii)  They accept it and embrace Him.   

 
2.  Second, they believe the works of Christ:  “Jesus answered them, ‘I told you, and you 

do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these bear witness of Me” (v. 
25).   
a.  The second thing that was true of these Jews was that they rejected Christ’s works as 

well.   
(i)  He was doing things that only God could do:  miracles – the way God sets His 

messengers apart, that He shows His presence.   
(ii)  He was doing things that were prophesied the Messiah would do.   
(iii)  But in spite of the evidence, they didn’t believe, again, because they were not of 

His sheep (v. 26).   
 

b.  But the sheep believed when they saw.   
(i)  Earlier in John, we read, “Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, 

‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!’  Nathanael said to Him, ‘How 
do You know me?’  Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.’  Nathanael answered Him, ‘Rabbi, 
You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.’  Jesus answered and said to 
him, ‘Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe?  You 
shall see greater things than these’” (John 1:47-50).   
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(ii)  The wickedness of their hearts that would have forced them to reject the 
evidence is overcome by the Spirit of God.   

(iii)  They willingly accept it and rejoice in it.   
 
3.  Third, they hear the voice of Christ:  “My sheep hear My voice” (v. 27).   

a.  The unbeliever doesn’t hear.   
(i)  The idea here would be that they don’t listen or heed His voice.   
(ii)  The unconverted is a rebel, his heart is set against God.   
 

b.  The believer, on the other hand, listens and heeds, as we also saw this morning.   
(i)  Christ’s Word is his Law.   
(ii)  It is his delight – if his heart is spiritually right.   
(iii)  There are certainly situations where he struggles and falls.   
(iv)  But the bent of his life is an open ear to the Savior and an obedient spirit.   

 
4.  Fourth, they know Christ and are known of Him.  “And I know them” (v. 27).   

a.  The unbeliever is a stranger to Christ.   
(i)  He will say to them on that Day, “I never knew you; depart from Me” (Matt. 

7:23).   
(ii)  This doesn’t mean that He didn’t know about them.   
(iii)  It means He didn’t know them in an intimate/saving relationship.   
 

b.  The believer, on the other hand, knows Christ and is known of Him.   
(i)  “This is eternal life,” Jesus said, “that they may know You, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   
(ii)  Christ knows His sheep and lays down His life for them.   
(iii)  The sheep, by His grace, know Him and are willing to lay down their lives for 

Him (Matt. 16:24-25).   
 

5.  Fifth and finally, they follow Him.  “And they follow Me” (v. 27).   
a.  The unbeliever doesn’t want anything to do with Christ or His commands.   
b.  The believer listens and is willing to follow Him even to death.   
 

6.  The marks or signs of conversion here are:  1) believe Christ’s testimony about 
Himself, 2) believe God’s testimony about Christ in His works, 3) listen to His voice, 4) 
know Christ in a loving relationship, 5) and follow Him wherever He leads.   

 
B.  Second, what are the promises to those who have the “marks” of conversion?  “And I give 

eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My 
hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (vv. 28-29)   
1.  Christ has given them eternal life.   

a.  It is a duration of life:  eternal.   
b.  It is a quality of life:  blessed forever in the presence of God.   

 
2.  They will never perish.   

a.  This can be inferred from eternal life:  you can’t have it and perish.   
b.  They have been forever delivered from God’s wrath/hell.   

 
3.  No one can take them away from Him.   
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a.  No one in heaven, earth, or in hell can take them away.   
b.  Omnipotent power holds them.   
c.  Christ died for them.   
d.  The Father will make sure that each person is preserved and finally arrives in 

heaven.   
e.  He will make sure that each of Christ’s sheep is given to Him as His reward.   

 
4.  Nor will they be able to run away from Him.   

a.  They will never fall away from Christ, because they will never want to fall away 
from Him.   

b.  And that is because the Lord will never entirely withdraw His Spirit from them.   
 

5.  What Paul says in Romans 8:29-30 is true:   
a.  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 

His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified.”   

b.  Everyone who is foreknown/elect will be glorified.   
c.  Paul writes, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vv. 38-39).   

d.  These are infinite blessings.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  Examine your life.   

1.  Are the marks there?   
a.  Do you believe what Jesus says about Himself?  That He is God’s Messiah, the only 

way of salvation?   
b.  Do you believe the works He did?  Do they confirm what you already know in your 

heart is the case?   
c.  Do you listen to the voice of Christ?  Do you pay close attention to what He says and 

do it to the best of your ability?   
d.  Do you know Him?  Do you love Him?  Is this what motivates you in your 

obedience?   
e.  Are you following Him?  Are you willing to follow Him even if it means you must 

give up your life?   
f.  Then you are His – His child.   
 

2.  If they aren’t, then you need to repent and believe in Christ.   
a.  If you find you can’t, then you need to ask for His grace.   
b.  You must ask until He grants it.   

 
B.  But if the marks are there, in whatever measure, take comfort:  you are His.   

1.  He has given you eternal life.   
2.  You will never perish.   
3.  No one can take you away from Him.   
4.  And you will never fall fully or finally away.   


