
“They Began to Speak the Word Boldly” 
(Acts 4:23-31)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  After the Lord enabled Peter and John to heal the lame man, He also enabled Peter to 
preach a powerful sermon:   
a.  It was so powerful and so blessed by the Lord, it resulted in the conversion of 

about 5000 more men:  5000 more than the 3000 on the day of Pentecost and the 
others the Lord had been adding to the church on a daily basis.   

b.  The Lord had brought revival to Israel:   
(i)  He had poured out His Spirit.   
(ii)  He was gathering His people in.   
(iii)  And this work would continue and extend to everywhere the Jews were 

dispersed, until the coming of AD 70.   
(iv)  As Peter said to the Jews, “For you first, God raised up His Servant, and sent 

Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways” (3:26).   
(a)  This was the fulfillment of God’s promises to them:  through Abraham, 

Moses, David and the prophets.   
(b)  Jesus came only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   
(c)  They had the first opportunity, while the Gentiles around them were still 

perishing for lack of knowledge.   
(d)  Those who received Him were blessed.   

 
(v)  But for those who wouldn’t listen, he said, “And it shall be that every soul 

that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people” (v. 23).   
(a)  With great privilege comes great responsibility.   
(b)  They had the greater light, so they would have the greater punishment.   

 
2.  We saw last week that there were those who wouldn’t listen:   

a.  While Peter and John were speaking to the people in the Temple, the priests, the 
captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came and arrested them, holding 
them for trial the next day.   

b.  Annas and Caiaphas, the very men who had rejected and turned Jesus over to the 
Romans for execution were there as their judges.   

c.  They still remained unmoved and unconverted as Peter preached a very 
convicting sermon:   
(i)  One that indicted them for their execution of Jesus.   
(ii)  But declared that He had been raised from the dead.   
(iii)  With the evidence of the truthfulness of that declaration standing before 

them:  the man who had been lame.   
 

d.  They ordered Peter and John to remain silent – something they refused to do.   
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e.  The only thing that kept them from harming Peter and John further was the fact 
that they hadn’t broken any law, and that the people who had seen this miracle 
were glorifying God for it.   

f.  And so after threatening them further, they let them go.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we pick up the narrative at the time of their release.  And what do we 
see?   
a.  Did they run to their houses, pack up their belongings and rush out of town before 

these rulers changed their minds?  Did they cower in their closets, behind closed 
doors, wondering if they would live or die?   

b.  No, they went back to their companions, told them what happened, prayed and 
asked God for greater boldness, and went on with their work.   

c.  They resolved in the face of their enemies to continue what God had called them 
to do.   

 
2.  Let’s consider three things from our passage:   

a.  Their report to the church.   
b.  The resulting prayer of the church.   
c.  And God’s answer to the prayers of His church.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First of all, we see the report of Peter and John to the church.  “When they had been 
released, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them” (v. 23).   
1.  After their release, they went back to their own.   

a.  Again, they didn’t become afraid or try to run away.   
b.  They went to their own, their own family, the body of Christ.   

(i)  There is no one in this world closer than family, especially the family of God.   
(ii)  It’s good to know that we have one another to share the burden of the work 

with.   
 

2.  The reason they went to their own was to report to them what had happened.   
a.  What the leaders of Israel had said.   

(i)  That they were warned not to preach or teach in the name of Jesus.   
(ii)  That they were threatened when they said they wouldn’t stop.   
(iii)  They wanted the others to know what they were up against; what kind of 

reception they could expect for the Gospel.   
(iv)  That the hearts of the rulers of Israel were unmoved:  they were still the 

enemies of Christ.   
 

b.  At the same time, they probably also humbly reported what the Lord enabled 
them to say to them.   
(i)  Peter’s indictment of them.   
(ii)  His defense of the resurrection.   
(iii)  His bold declaration that salvation was only possible in the name of Christ.   
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(iv)  This would have the effect of encouraging the believers that though their 
enemies were still resolved to stop the Gospel, God was working through them 
to make sure the kingdom advanced.   

 
c.  We need to understand these things about our situation today:   

(i)  Things haven’t changed:  the kingdom still exists in enemy territory.   
(ii)  We are light in the middle of darkness; salt introduced into a world of decay.   
(iii)  We are to spread the truth of Christ (light) that will act as a preservative 

(salt) to the world’s corruption.   
(iv)  But the world won’t like this:  they will persecute us.  But God will be with 

us.   
(v)  This encourages us that rather than hiding our light under a bushel, and 

becoming tasteless salt, we should be turning up the wattage, not fearing the 
world, but God.   

(vi)  This is what we’ll see next in our second point:   
 
B.  The prayer that the church offers to God:  Another reason Peter and John returned to 

share their experiences with the church was that they might pray.   
1.  And that’s what they did:  they all prayed, “And when they heard this, they lifted 

their voices to God with one accord” (v. 24).   
a.  They probably didn’t all pray at the same time, but they all prayed openly before 

the Lord, with one vocalizing his petition and others agreeing with him.   
b.  Luke says they all lifted their voices to God with one accord:  they were of one 

heart and soul – their main goal:  that Christ’s kingdom advance.   
c.  Though the situation they were facing is different than our everyday experience, 

the principle here of sharing our burdens with one another and praying for them 
isn’t.   

d.  We ought to share what the Lord is doing in our lives and in the lives of others 
that we might pray for one another, that in the middle of our particular situations, 
we might glorify God.   

 
2.  And look at the content of their prayer:  it was calculated in every way to bolster 

their confidence in God and to advance His glory – not a prayer that they might find 
their way out of the uncomfortable situation they found themselves in.   
a.  First, they address God as the Almighty God:   

(i)  As the One who created all things:  “O Lord, it is You who made the heaven 
and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them” (v. 24).   

(ii)  He is the true God, and not a false God among the nations.   
(iii)  He is also the One who made all men and who has sovereign control over 

every one.   
 

b.  They confess that what they were then experiencing was a part of His plan, a plan 
He had revealed through David:  “Who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of 
our father David Your servant, said, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples 
devise futile things?   The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ’” (vv. 25-26).   
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(i)  The fact that they saw it being fulfilled gave them greater confidence:  “For 
truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, 
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles 
and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
predestined to occur” (vv. 27-28).   

(ii)  Herod, Pontius Pilate and the Romans were all Gentiles opposing Jesus.   
(iii)  The people referred to in the psalm were the Jewish people.   
(iv)  And of course, Herod, Pilate, and the rulers of Israel were among the kings 

of the earth.   
(v)  These already stood against the Lord – even though they didn’t agree with 

each other, a common enemy caused them to close ranks – but they did not 
prevail.   

(vi)  It was the plan of the author of all things that they would from all eternity.   
(vii)  But in spite of their opposition, God installed His King on Mount Zion.   
(viii)  Having done this, He could not fail to establish Messiah’s reign over all the 

earth, no matter what His enemies might do.   
(ix)  God is sovereign:  His purpose will be accomplished.   
(x)  And the fact that God predestined it doesn’t excuse them:  they did it 

maliciously.  God makes the blood of the martyrs the seed of the church, but 
this doesn’t excuse their executioners.   

(xi)  This would also help them understand why they were facing the present 
situation – why the resistance from the leaders of Israel – to reconcile their 
experience with God’s Word.   

(xii)  It helps us to remind ourselves what God’s Word says regarding our own 
experiences with the world that we might see that this is no strange thing 
happening to us (1 Pet. 4:12-13).   

(xiii)  But it also reminds us that God will overrule all of the opposition and 
accomplish His will.   

 
c.  Knowing that God is in control, they call on Him to bear witness to the reaction of 

the Jews:  “And now, Lord, take note of their threats” (v. 29).   
(i)  If they treated Christ in this way, how much more the members of His 

household? (Matt. 10:25).   
(ii)  They call on God to see, as He says in the psalm that He sees.   
(iii)  And to come to their aid, now to act on their behalf.   
 

d.  And far from backing down from these leaders, they prayed for the courage to 
stand up to them:  “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your 
bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence” (v. 29).   
(i)  Again, they don’t ask Him to take away the danger:  David said this would 

happen in psalm 2.   
(ii)  Rather, they ask God to give them the confidence to continue the fight armed 

with the Word and not be afraid.   
(iii)  We should be willing to share the whole council of God, even if it is an 

offense to others.   
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(iv)  And when our enemies attack, it should encourage us to seek the Lord and 
fight, not to fear and fall off.   

 
e.  They also asked that God would continue to validate His Word through healing, 

signs, wonders in the name of Jesus.  “While You extend Your hand to heal, and 
signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus” (v. 
30).   
(i)  These things would be warnings to their enemies that God was with them, as 

well as encouragements to the elect to listen to them.   
(ii)  And by doing these things in the name of Jesus, it would show who was 

responsible for these miracles and glorify Him.   
(iii)  This would be a sign to them that Jesus was with them:  when they see the 

tokens of His presence done in His name.   
(iv)  The Lord no longer validates His Word in this way, but He still validates it:  

through the power of its presentation and its effects on the hearers.   
 

C.  Finally, we see that when their prayer was finished, God answered them.   
1.  The place they were gathered shook:  “And when they had prayed, the place where 

they had gathered together was shaken” (v. 31).   
a.  This was another manifestation of His presence, as at Pentecost.   
b.  Perhaps it was meant to instill fear in them, for to fear Him more would be to fear 

men less.   
c.  Henry writes that the place was shaken that their faith might not be shaken.   
 

2.  And the Lord answered their prayer:  “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak the word of God with boldness” (v. 31).   
a.  Notice the need for further fillings of the Spirit:  one is not enough – His influence 

rises and falls.   
b.  Therefore, we need to seek His help every day:  this makes us have to do so.   
c.  If we want the Spirit’s help, we must ask, we must pray:  Jesus told His disciples, 

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” 
(Luke 11:13).   

d.  And notice that having the Spirit, they used the strength He supplied to serve Him 
in their calling.   

e.  The Lord will only grant us His Spirit if we’re serious about doing His work:  He 
doesn’t give Him to those who have no intention of so doing.   

f.  One final thing to note was the encouragement they took from the psalm:  the fact 
that God said He would establish the reign of Messiah, gave them the hope they 
needed to proceed.   

g.  I hope we understand that the Lord will bring His kingdom:  He cannot fail to 
accomplish all that He purposes.   

h.  We can have this same confidence then, even as we have the same power through 
the Holy Spirit:  But we must ask, desiring to be used, and we must believe that 
God will do this work.   

i.  May God give us the grace to do so, especially as we come to His Table.  Amen.   


