
 

“There Is One Thing You Lack” 
(Mark 10:17-31) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  If there is one thing that is more troubling to more people in this world than 
anything else, it is that everything living, at one time or another, dies.  It is that life in this 
world is only temporary.  There is no one or no thing which has the ability to go on living 
forever.  It is true that there are some creatures which live longer than others.  Certain trees 
can live several hundreds, if not thousands of years.  I believe that it has been conjectured 
that the some of the olive trees which are presently in the Garden of Gethsemane, may have 
been standing when our Lord prayed earnestly that night before His crucifixion.  I have heard 
that certain tortoises which live in the Galapagos islands can live for more than five hundred 
years.  Certainly the antediluvians, those who lived prior to the Flood, lived to be almost a 
thousand years of age.  But even as long lived as these things were, all of them eventually 
died, even as everyone and everything living someday must die.  This is a very frightening 
thing.  For some it is terrifying.  For this reason science has long been searching for the 
proverbial fountain of youth.  They think that old age, perhaps, is due to some kind of genetic 
mutation that can be corrected.  Perhaps its something that is caused by the radiation from the 
sun or the cosmic radiation from outer space.  Perhaps if it can be discovered, it can be 
halted, or better yet, reversed.  But alas, there is nothing forthcoming.  The fountain of youth 
remains only a myth that men pursue.  All men still must die.   
 As long as man has been on the earth, there has been this concern, especially since the 
Fall of man.  Man, as he was created, would not have died.  But even he was faced with 
death in the garden.  God told him, as a part of the original Covenant of Works, that the day 
in which he ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, he would surely die.  But 
especially since the Fall, now in a fallen condition with the sentence of physical death upon 
him, man is acutely aware of his mortality, and he fears it.   
 But the good news is that after the Fall, and ever since, there has also been the promise 
of everlasting life from the mouth of God.  In the curse pronounced upon the serpent, there 
was the hope given of a coming Redeemer who would reverse what the serpent had done and 
bring everlasting life back to man, now not based upon what he would do, but upon what the 
seed of the woman would do.  And those who have been aware of this promise and have seen 
the value of it have aspired to attain it throughout the ages.  This is what interested the young 
man in Mark’s account.  This is what he came seeking Christ for.  And this is what we 
should seek to know from the mouth of Christ as well, if we have realized the terror of 
everlasting death and are convinced of the preciousness of the life which He offers.  What 
our Lord tells us about attaining this life this morning is,  
 
 If you would be an heir of eternal life, you must give up all that you possess and 
follow Christ.   
 
I.  Notice the Earnestness of this Man Who Came to Jesus and What It Was that He 

Was Seeking from Him.  Mark Writes, “And as He was setting out on a journey, a 
man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and began asking Him, ‘Good Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”   
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A.  As I said, the thing that interested this man was the hope which he had heard of 
through the Scriptures of the Old Covenant, namely eternal life.   
1.  “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
2.  Which is the same as “What must I do to be saved?”  He was not the first, nor the 

last to ask this question.  And it is a question, we must all ask if ever we are to find 
the answer.   

 
B.  But look at the intensity with which he pursued it.   

1.  There are very few who have such zeal as this man for anything good these days.   
2.  Notice that he did not casually stroll up to Jesus.  He came running.   
3.  When he arrived where Jesus was, he didn’t just stand before Him as an equal, but 

knelt down before Him, and humbled himself.   
4.  And then he cut right to the point:  “I know that you know the answer to what I am 

about to ask, and I am hungry to know.  What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”   
5.  How many of us have this kind of zeal for anything worthwhile in life?  How many 

of us are this zealous to know about that which is infinitely more important to us 
than anything else, namely, the salvation of our souls?   

6.  But Jesus tells us that we must have this kind of intensity, if we are ever to enter the 
kingdom of God.  Jesus told the multitudes who followed Him, “From the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men 
take it by force” (Matt. 11:12).   

7.  If you are ever to enter that kingdom, you must be like a violent man trying to 
conquer a city, you must take it, as it were, by force.  You may not casually stroll 
through life, forsaking nothing, denying nothing, paying no price, and expect at last 
to enter God’s kingdom.  It will require all of the effort that you can muster.  This 
man had started to seek, and he did so with great zeal.   

 
C.  What made this man even more unique was the fact that he was also a ruler of the 

people.   
1.  At first, it appeared as though none of the rulers of Israel would believe in Jesus 

(John 7:48).  But later, John tells us that the reason they were silent was because 
they were afraid that the Pharisees would exert their influence to have them cast out 
of the synagogue.   

2.  With this kind of unfavorable pressure exerted on them by the religious leaders, this 
man becomes even more remarkable.   

3.  He did not fear what the Pharisees thought.  In public, in front of everyone, he ran 
up to Jesus, knelt down before Him, and asked Him the question which those who 
were schooled in the Law were supposed to be the experts in.   

4.  Eternal life was far too precious to lose out on merely to keep up external 
appearances in the face of the public.   

5.  And what valuable lessons are here for us as well.  How many of us fear what 
others think of us?  How many of us will not publicly associate ourselves with Jesus 
for fear of man?  How many of us would rather be secret Christians, than to own 
Jesus openly?   

6.  What does Jesus think of this?  He said, “Everyone therefore who shall confess Me 
before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  But 
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whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33).  You cannot be a Christian and keep it a secret!  You 
must own Jesus publicly.   

7.  This man was not afraid to be seen with Jesus.  We should not be afraid to identify 
ourselves with Him either.   

 
D.  There was still yet one further thing which made this man unique, and that was the fact 

that he was a young man.   
1.  Matthew tells us that this was the case.  He calls him “the young man” (Matt. 

19:22).   
2.  He was in the prime of life.  He wasn’t even to an age where death and dying 

usually begin to have a more profound effect upon a man.   
3.  There are many in the world today who never even give thought to death until it 

begins to slowly creep upon them with age.  They see their health and strength begin 
to fail them.  They begin to realize that they aren’t immortal after all.  By this time 
it is usually too late for most to do anything about their spiritual condition, for they 
have spent their lives in sin, and now they are so hardened by it as to be completely 
uninterested in the things of Christ.   

4.  But don’t let this happen to you.  If you are a youth or in the prime of your life, 
seek the Lord with more earnestness.  Use the time He has given you wisely.  
Invest it in God’s kingdom.  Don’t resist the Lord and harden your heart against 
Him now.  If you do, you may never turn to Him.  While your conscience is still 
tender seek the Lord.  Those who do and who find Him at an early age usually have 
a life which is more full and blessed by the Lord, than those who come to Christ at a 
late age.   

 
II.  Having Seen the Man and His Request, Let Us Now Look at What It Was that the 

Savior Said to Him.   
A.  First, Jesus questions him to see if he really understood what it was that he was saying.  

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God 
alone.”   
1.  Was Jesus here denying that He was good?  After all, we believe that the Bible 

teaches that Jesus is God in human flesh.  Was Christ denying that?   
2.  No.  Rather, I believe that Christ was probing the man to see what it was that he 

thought of Him.  “Do you believe that I am good?  Do you believe that I am God?”  
You must believe this, or you cannot be saved.   

3.  What do you think of Christ?  Is He a man?  Can a man save you?  Can a man, 
even if he is perfect, atone for your sins and the sins of a multitude which no man 
can number?   

4.  No.  Christ is no mere man.  He is the God-man.  He is God in human flesh.  And 
you must believe in the Christ who is God, or you believe in a false Christ, one who 
cannot save you.   

 
B.  Secondly, Christ points him to the commandments to show him what God requires if 

he is to enter into eternal life.  He says, “You know the commandments, 'DO NOT 
MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR 
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FALSE WITNESS, do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’”   
1.  Take notice of what Jesus does not say.  He does not say, “You want eternal life?  

No problem!  Here, pray this prayer.  You may say it now, or you may go home 
and in the privacy of your own bedroom, you can pray to accept Me into your heart.  
Oh, and then you must let someone know that you have prayed that prayer.  You 
should also join a church and attend regularly.”  That is the answer of the modern 
church, but that is not what Jesus says.   

2.  He says that if you want to dwell with the righteous God, you must be righteous 
yourself.  God will not, He cannot, allow sin in His presence.  You must be one 
who keeps the commandments.  You must love your neighbor as yourself.  These 
six commandments, which Jesus makes reference to here, are those which regulate 
that relationship.  Jesus wanted the Law to have its work in his heart, so that he 
could see his need of the Savior.  The Law here comes before grace.  This is not 
always the case, but it frequently is.   

3.  Apparently, the young ruler did not get the message.  “He said to Him, ‘Teacher, I 
have kept all these things from my youth up.’”  “I have fulfilled this requirement.”  
Maybe he was looking at things in too outward of a fashion, like the Pharisees who 
thought that they must only follow the letter of the Law rather than the spirit of it.  
He thought he had lived up to its standard of perfection.   

4.  And yet, there must still have been within him the sense that he had somehow failed 
to keep the righteousness of the Law, for he came to Jesus seeking for that life which 
he knew deep down inside he didn’t possess.   

 
C.  But even though he did not know his failure, Christ could immediately put His finger 

on it.  Mark records, “And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, 
‘One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’”   
1.  It is doubtful that the man only lacked one thing.  After all the Law requires 

perfection.  Was this man perfect except in this one thing?  I don’t think do.  
Rather, I believe that this was the one thing in this man’s life which kept him from 
coming to the One who was life itself.   

2.  But upon hearing this, the man may have thought, “There is one thing I am lacking?  
What is it?  Tell me, and I will do it.”   

3.  Jesus said, “Go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  It is simple.  Give up all you possess 
and follow Jesus.  But is it so simple?   

4.  Mark records, “But at these words his face fell, and he went away grieved, for he 
was one who owned much property” (v. 22).   

5.  Was it that the man did not really love his neighbor as he should have?  Would he 
have needed to give all his possessions to them if he really loved them?  If that is 
true, then shouldn’t you as well?   

6.  But I don’t think that was the problem.  I think in this statement, Jesus was pointing 
out to the man that he had a larger problem in his life:  he had something that he 
loved more than God.  After all, all he had to do was to let go of those riches, give 
them to the poor, and follow Christ.  Christ promised him if he did, eternal life.  He 
even told the man that he would have treasure in heaven.  He couldn’t have had 
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riches in heaven without being an heir of it as well.  The problem was that instead of 
the man having possession of that wealth, that wealth had possession of him.   

 
D.  But Jesus goes on to explain.  “And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, 

‘How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!’”   
1.  It is not an easy thing to enter into God’s kingdom.  Jesus here tells them it is not!  

It is hard.  It is hard even for the wealthy, those who have the time and the money to 
be rich in good works, to be rich in benevolences to the poor and infirmed.  As a 
matter of fact, it is especially hard for them.   

2.  The disciples apparently did not realize this for Mark records, “And the disciples 
were amazed at His words.”  The word means that they were shocked, they were 
astonished.  After all, they were following Jesus with the hopes of getting into His 
kingdom.  To gain entrance meant to be forever safe from the destroying wrath of 
God.  To be left outside meant certain doom.  If it is hard for the rich, now much 
more for them!?   

3.  But Jesus didn’t leave it there.  He “answered again and said to them, ‘Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’”  As if what He 
said before didn’t make things difficult enough, now Christ is saying that it is easier 
to do the impossible feat of making such a very large animal as a camel, go through 
such a very small hole, the end of a sewing needle.   

4.  Mark says that “they were even more astonished and said to Him, ‘Then who can be 
saved?’”  That Jesus was not speaking of a gate through which camels would enter 
Jerusalem with great difficulty is clear by what the disciples say here.  They were 
astonished beyond measure.  You can almost hear the anguish in their voices.  “If 
this is the case, then what hope is there for us?  Then who can be saved?  All are 
lost.”   

5.  But Jesus did not leave them in despair.  He had brought them where they needed 
to be, to the place where they were now open to hear the truth.  They were not 
wrong.  If it was up to man, surely all would perish.  All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.  Their only hope lay with God.  “Looking upon them, Jesus 
said, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with 
God.’”   

6.  God is able to take away your love for material goods and give you a love for Him.  
He is able to set you free from the world and to give you a heart for heaven.   

7.  If Christ commanded you to sell all you possess and to give it to the poor, would 
you?  You might say that you would be willing if He were to ask you.  But as a 
matter of fact, Christ does tell each and every one of you here this morning that if 
you are to be His disciple, you must give up all you own.  Christ said, “So therefore, 
no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” 
(Luke 14:33).   

8.  What this means is that there cannot be anything in your life which has possession 
of you.  You have given it all up to God and count it as His.  You are merely the 
steward of it.  If there is so much as a nickel that you claim to be yours, you are not 
His disciple.   

9.  Do you have possession of your wealth, or does it have possession of you?  If you 
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have not given everything up to God, do so now.  Do not be like the man who went 
away sad, excluded from eternal life, because he was not willing to let go of the 
worthless things of this life.  But give up yourself and everything you have to 
Christ, and follow Him.  This is the only way to obtain that which all men long 
after:  everlasting life.   

 
E.  That man was not willing to pay the price, but the disciples were.   

1.  And so Peter most naturally asks, “Behold, we have left everything and followed 
You.”  What then will there be for us?   

2.  “Jesus said, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, 
but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and 
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; 
and in the age to come, eternal life.’”   

3.  For those of you who have given up your lives in this world, there is great reward.  
For those of you who have left houses, or wives, or husbands, or children, if need be, 
because to have held onto them would have meant that you would have denied 
Christ, for those of you who have denied yourselves, who have died to yourselves 
and your own goals to follow Christ, for you there shall be a hundred times as much 
in the present age, and in the age to come, eternal life!   

4.  You have not lost your family now only to be an orphan, you have been adopted 
into the family of God.  Your family has been greatly enlarged.  You have not 
given up your houses and lands now to be destitute, but you have now gained the 
support of the many who have dedicated their possessions to further God’s kingdom.  
You have not lost your life only to be forever deprived of the joy of living, but you 
have gained that quality of life which is far superior and which can never be taken 
away from you.   

5.  Yes, there will be persecutions, as we have already seen, but the blessings will 
infinitely outweigh the all cost you will ever have to pay.   

6.  But even though you have received this blessing of reward, Jesus says, do not be 
haughty, but humble.  He reminds them, “But many who are first, will be last; and 
the last, first.”  Humility is always that quality which adorns best those worms that 
have been saved by the grace of Christ.  I would encourage you therefore to come 
this evening, as we take up this very important theme in the book of 1 Peter.  Amen.   


