
“There Is One Lawgiver and Judge” 
(James 4:12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered another misuse of the tongue:  using it to tear one 
another down, rather than build one another up.   
a.  James tells us we are not to speak against our brothers and sisters in Christ or 

to judge them.   
b.  This doesn’t mean we can’t confront them regarding their sins or admonish 

them or evaluate whether or not they are doing or believing is wrong.   
c.  But it does mean that we are not to slander, revile, criticize or condemn them.   

 
2.  James has now addressed the sins of the tongue from several angles:   

a.  Those who can’t control them are not suited to be teachers (3:1).   
b.  This shows the impurity they have yet to deal with in their hearts:  sin that 

needs to be subdued (vv. 10-12).   
c.  It shows that to some degree they have left God and embraced the world (4:1-

4), committing spiritual adultery.   
d.  And as we saw this morning, it reveals an arrogant attitude towards God’s 

Law:  speaking against even this and exalting themselves as judges over it.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This sin becomes is seen to be even more serious when you consider who gave 

the Law and ultimately will Judge all men:  God.   
a.  When we speak against God’s Law, against whom are we speaking?  Against 

God.   
b.  And when we set ourselves up as judges of the Law, deciding what we will 

and won’t do, what are we really doing?  We’re judging God.   
c.  We commit the same sin Lucifer did:  trying to make ourselves greater than 

the Almighty.   
d.  It is the same rebellion of Adam and Eve, the very thing God sent His Son 

into the world to save us from.   
 
2.  This evening, let’s consider:  God makes the rules and holds men accountable to 

them, not us.   
a.  There is only One who has the authority to make Laws and enforce them.   
b.  He is the One who also has the power of life and death in His hands.   
c.  This should humble us and make us submit, as well as encourage us.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, there is only One Lawgiver and Judge.   
1.  God alone has the right to make laws/tell us what to do.  Why?   

a.  First, He created us.   
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(i)  There would be no world, but for Him.   
(ii)  We would not exist, but for His good pleasure.   
(iii)  We owe our being to Him.   
(iv)  We should submit purely out of thankfulness.   
 

b.  Second, He provides for us.   
(i)  We owe Him obedience by virtue of His taking care of us.   
(ii)  He is our custodian, and as such has the right to command us.   
(iii)  And we should again submit, out of thankfulness.   

 
c.  Thirdly, He has the right to command us.   

(i)  This is another aspect of His Creatorship/ownership of us:  He has 
sovereign right over His creatures.   

(ii)  He may do what He will with what is His.   
(iii)  And we should submit to Him, because He owns us.   
 

d.  Fourth, He alone is holy and therefore can set the standard of what is right.   
(i)  Right or good, by definition is what is morally upright.   
(ii)  Only God is upright/good:  “No one is good except God alone” (Mark 

10:18).  He is the only One who could tell us what is right.   
(iii)  Since He has, we must submit to it, because it’s right.   
(iv)  The Law is not arbitrary, but a part of His character/nature.   
(v)  It is right because it reflects God’s knowledge of perfect morality for us.   
(vi)  There is no better way; there is no other right way.   
(vii)  We should submit because it’s right.   

 
e.  What about the fact that God has given men the right to make laws?   

(i)  Human judges/magistrates have this authority delegated to them by God, 
who alone can give them this authority.   

(ii)  All human laws must reflect God’s morality or be consistent with it for it 
to be right.   

(iii)  If not, they reflect nothing but further rebellion against God.   
(iv)  No one has the right to make laws contrary to God’s.   
(v)  Only God can give, remove, or modify His Law.   
(vi)  They may only make their laws in agreement with His, otherwise they 

are in sin.   
(vii)  What does this tell us about our current system?   

 
2.  God alone also has the right to judge anyone.   

a.  He is the authority and has the right to examine us on the basis of that 
authority.  Again, His authority is based on His creating and being sovereign 
over all things.   

b.  He alone can do this because He alone knows all the facts, and is perfectly 
holy, righteous, and impartial.   

c.  Again, human judges judge, but their judgment must match God’s or it is 
unjust and condemned by Him.   
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(i)  Again, this authority is delegated to men by God.   
(ii)  But they must use it justly, according to God’s Law, or they will be 

judged by Him.   
(iii)  What does this tell us about our current system?   
(iv)  There is only one Lawgiver and Judge.   

 
B.  Second, He alone has the power of life and death in His hands.   

1.  He can save.   
a.  He alone has the power ultimately to acquit of guilt.   

(i)  Since He has made the laws and examines and judges perfectly according 
to these laws, only He can truly acquit of any breaking of these laws.   

(ii)  Certainly there is nothing man can do to free himself:  he is sinful.   
(iii)  And God can’t simply declare someone to be not guilty because He 

wants to.   
(iv)  He must have just grounds.   

(a)  And only He could provide them.   
(b)  And He has through Christ’s obedience and death.   
 

(v)  And so only God can save us:  and He will if we turn to Him in Christ.   
 
b.  Human judges can deliver:   

(i)  They can only do so for those who are truly innocent.   
(a)  This is relatively speaking, for no one is truly innocent, except Christ.   
(b)  A man may not be guilty enough to be punished by law, but God’s 

Law condemns all men, for they have all broken it.   
 
(ii)  Human judges sometimes acquit those who are guilty.   

(a)  If they do this ignorantly, they are still guilty, though there are 
mitigating circumstances.   

(b)  If willingly, they must face God.   
(c)  Again, they must judge righteously and according to their 

understanding of the facts.  But where they judge unrighteously, they 
will be condemned, if they do not repent.   

 
(iii)  But remember, God alone can ultimately acquit:  only He can save 

through Christ.   
 

2.  But He can also destroy.   
a.  God also has the power to condemn.   

(i)  Is it unjust of God to punish a man for his crimes?   
(ii)  If we say yes, we destroy justice.   
(iii)  God can and He must condemn the guilty:  not to do so would be to 

deny Himself, His own nature.   
(a)  Let’s not forget that He requires justice of all the guilty, even His 

elect.   
(b)  But their punishment was born by Christ.   
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(c)  But Christ didn’t bear everyone’s punishment.   
(d)  Those He didn’t will be condemned.   

 
b.  Again, human judges may condemn as well, but only according to God’s 

standards.   
(i)  If he uses his own, contrary to God’s, he is in sin.   
(ii)  He is doing what James already warned us about:  The one who speaks 

against God’s Law makes himself the judge of that Law (v. 11).   
(ii)  This is an area in which no man has any right to intrude.   
(iii)  If a judge sets aside God’s Law and sets us his own standard, God will 

require it from his hands.   
(iv)  Psalm 2 sums it up:  “Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take 

warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the LORD with reverence and 
rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, 
and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How 
blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” (vv. 10-12).   

(v)  Everyone will be held accountable to God’s Laws and will stand before 
Him as Judge, no matter what they might think.   

 
C.  Finally, if we understand these things properly, James says it should show us we 

have no right to condemn our neighbor.  “There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, 
the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your 
neighbor?”   
1.  Only God has that right; we don’t.   

a.  His Word/Law is the standard.   
b.  His rule of justice is the measuring line.   

 
2.  And so what must we do?   

a.  We need to stop speaking against the Law.   
b.  We need to stop judging its merits and whether or not we’ll submit to it.   
c.  We must submit to it.   
d.  This is the only right thing to do.   
 

3.  And what’s wrong with that?   
a.  Nothing, God’s Law is perfect.   
b.  It shows us the good and right way.   
c.  It shows us the safe way to walk.   
d.  It’s a path that leads to long life, to riches, to eternal life.   
e.  Solomon writes, “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man 

who gains understanding.  For her profit is better than the profit of silver and 
her gain better than fine gold.  She is more precious than jewels; and nothing 
you desire compares with her.  Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand 
are riches and honor.  Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are peace.  
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold 
her fast” (Prov. 3:13-18).   
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f.  God simply commands us not to walk on the path of death:  who wants to 
argue with Him?   

g.  God’s ways are right, pleasant and the path of blessing:  they end in eternal 
life.   

h.  He is commanding us to do what is good for our eternal wellbeing.   
i.  It is the only way to be truly happy.   
 

4.  Therefore, let’s think carefully before we speak against our neighbor or judge 
him.   
a.  God has told us not to; He tells us to love our neighbor, even our enemies 

(Matt. 5:44).   
b.  He has also told us many other things that we must do and not do.   
c.  We can’t set any of these aside without harm to ourselves and others.   
d.  And so let’s look to God for the strength to do what is good in His eyes.   
e.  And let’s leave judgment in the hands of the Lord.   

(i)  If our neighbor has done things worthy of judgment, God will require it if 
he doesn’t repent.   

(ii)  On our part, let’s be ready not to criticize and condemn them, but love 
them.   

(iii)  Perhaps the Lord will be merciful and bring them to repentance.   
(iv)  God will set all things right one day.   
(v)  Let’s make sure we are doing what is right in His eyes.  Amen.    


