
 

“There Is Joy in Heaven Over One Who Repents” 
Luke 15:1-7 

 
 
 

Introduction:  How do you think God responds when a sinner is converted?  How do you think 
He and the inhabitants of heaven responded, when you came to Christ?  God gives to us here a 
picture of the joy and happiness that attends this important event.  Now, this picture is an 
accommodation to our weakness to be sure; it is not an exact representation of what is going on 
up there.  But it does convey to us important truths.  God wants us to know that He is 
concerned about the salvation of the lost and that He rejoices when His lost people are brought 
home to Christ.  As a matter of fact, this parable tells us that He takes greater pleasure in the 
conversion of one sinner, than He does in all of us here who do not need repentance.   
 This should make us take a good look at what it is we are doing for Christ.  What is it 
that God calls us to do more than anything else?  Or, as our Shorter Catechism puts it in its first 
question, “What is the chief end of man?”  The answer of course is, “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”  It is by our glorifying God, that He so pours Himself 
out upon us that our enjoy of Him becomes greater.  God created this world and all things for 
His own glory, and yet when we, as His creatures, fulfill that purpose of glorifying Him, God 
causes us to find the greatest fulfillment, the greatest blessing that we could ever contain.  Now, 
what does this parable tell us about what God takes pleasure in?  What does it tell us about what 
glorifies God?  Does He take greater pleasure in a large gathering of people who already know 
Him, or in the salvation of a few who were once lost, but now are found?  Obviously, it is in the 
lost being brought to Christ.  What does this tell us about how we might glorify Him and enjoy 
Him more?  It tells us that if we set our hearts to seek the lost and allow ourselves to be used by 
God to bring them home, then we will glorify Him more and bring Him greater pleasure, which 
means that we ourselves will also find greater blessing from Him.  Does this sound interesting to 
you?  If so, then let us look more closely at this parable which Jesus tells us this morning, and 
let us learn the lesson he teaches, that,  
 
 There is more rejoicing in heaven when one of His sheep is brought safely into the 
kingdom, than over ninety-nine who are already His.   
 
I.  Let Us First Look at the Situation in Which Our Lord Tells This Parable.   

A.  Luke records that the tax-gatherers and sinners were coming near to listen to Him.   
1.  Why were they coming?  We are not told.  Obviously, they had some interest in the 

things which Christ was teaching.   
2.  But people can be interested in the things of Christ for different reasons.   

a.  Maybe, knowing about God’s wrath, they came to see if they could find a way out, 
an easy ticket out of hell.  No one, if they understood what hell is like, would want 
to go there.  There are many who seek Christ even today for this reason.  They seek 
Him only for what they can get out of Him.  They seek Him for their own 
self-interest.   

b.  But this does not please God.  He will not bestow salvation on His enemies who 
only want to avoid the consequences of their own sin and rebellion, while continuing 
in that rebellion.   
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c.  Though a strong sense of self-preservation may be what starts all men seeking after 
God, it is not enough to actually receive His gift of salvation.   

d.  And neither can you, if you are outside of Christ, ever receive His grace, merely 
because you are afraid of the consequences of your sin.  There must be a real change 
of heart, a change which can only come from above.  You must be born-again.  
And this comes sovereignly from God.   

e.  He is the only One who can change your heart, to make you love what by nature you 
do not love.  You must seek Him to change your heart, so that you might come 
willingly to embrace His Son, Jesus Christ.  You must earnestly press forward 
towards God.   

 
3.  It may be the case here that these tax-gatherers and sinners understood this, and were 

pressing forward, trying to enter the kingdom.   
a.  They wanted to hear more of what Christ had to say, for they knew that He spoke 

God’s Word.   
b.  The Word of God is a means of grace, and it is only in knowing the truth that they 

would ever have a chance of receiving God’s grace, if He was pleased to bestow it.   
 

4.  But of course it may also be possible that some or all of them had already received the 
grace of God and were now revealing this new nature by drawing near to Christ to hear 
His words that they might honor and obey Him.  Surely, Christ tells us, that all who are 
born-again from above will desire to serve their King with all their heart, for all their 
days.   

 
B.  But we see another group here, as well, a group which always seemed to be present, 

wherever the Lord was ministering, namely the Pharisees and the scribes.   
1.  The Pharisees, as you will recall, were the religious leaders of the Jewish community.  

The scribes were also Pharisees, who especially devoted themselves to the study and 
teaching of the Law.  They were the ones who wrote down the tradition, as it 
developed.  They were also known as the “lawyers.”   

2.  Christ often did what He did, and said what He said around them, because He wanted 
to convict them, to point out their hypocrisy, and to teach them the right way in which 
to walk.   
a.  Christ’s word has this effect.  It is a light which has the ability to shine into the soul 

of man, and reveal all that is sinful.   
b.  That is why it often makes us feel uncomfortable, because there is so much 

corruption yet in our souls, which needs to be cleansed by the grace of Christ.   
 

3.  But notice what these Scribes and Pharisees were doing:  they were grumbling, 
“Saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’”   
a.  They would never do what Jesus was doing.  They considered themselves holy and 

everyone else unholy.  Tax-gatherers were especially detestable, for they sold-out 
their people to Rome by collecting taxes for them.  The sinners, as we saw last 
week, were those who were outcasts from the synagogues.  These, as far as they 
were concerned, had little hope of drawing near to God.     

b.  You can always know whether you have the Spirit of Christ, or the spirit of the 
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Pharisees in this way, if you ever feel that you are too holy not to associate with 
those whom you consider to be sinners, you have the spirit of a Pharisee.  But if you 
can condescend to the lowly, if you can reach out to the poor, if you can minister to 
their needs, and bring to them the good news of salvation from eternal judgment, 
then you have the Spirit of Christ.   

c.  The Pharisees saw these as lost causes.  They considered that Jesus’ character was 
also in question, because He had lowered Himself so much as even to eat with them.  
The elders would never do this.  And so they ridiculed Him.   

 
II.  But Let Us Now Look at How Jesus Responds to Them.   

A.  Jesus tells them a parable.   
1.  A parable is a story which illustrates a particular truth.   

a.  There are, of course, different ways of saying things.  You can make simple 
statements of truth, or you can use examples and illustrations to convey truth.   

b.  A parable is like an illustration.  It explains things by way of pictures.   
c.  Jesus was very masterful in His use of these.  He was anointed with the Spirit 

above measure.  He was full of God’s wisdom.  No one could tell stories quite like 
Jesus.  Even the apostles and their associates who wrote most of the NT did not 
have this ability like Christ.   

d.  Sometimes, though the stories were clear enough, yet the truth He was illustrating 
was not.  Jesus Himself said that His speaking in parables was a judgment upon the 
Jews for their hardening their hearts against God, so that hearing, they might not 
understand (Mat. 13:13).   

e.  But at other times, His stories were very clear, aimed right at the hearts of His 
hearers, as this story and the two which follow, were aimed right at the hearts of the 
Pharisees.   

 
2.  This parable concerns the relationship between a shepherd and his sheep, an image, by 

the way, that Christ often uses of His relationship to us.   
a.  In the story, there is a man who has 100 sheep.  After counting them, he discovers 

that one of them has gone astray.   
b.  And so he leaves the 99 where they are in the open field, and searches for the one 

which is lost until he finds it.   
c.  And when he finally does find it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when 

he comes home, since his joy is too much to keep to himself, he calls together his 
friends and neighbors, and tells them to rejoice with him, because he has found his 
lost sheep.   

d.  Jesus asks the Pharisees, which one of you would not do the same?   
e.  He goes on to say, “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance.”   

 
3.  This story is obviously a rebuke to the Pharisees and scribes.   

a.  They were not concerned about the these tax-gatherers and sinners.  They didn’t 
think that God was concerned about them either.   

b.  But God is concerned for them.  He desires that they repent and be saved.  He 
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rejoices over those who will turn from their sins and come to Him through Christ.  
Their being converted is, in a certain sense, even more important to Him than the 
righteous who need no repentance.   

c.  This may be a rebuke to the Pharisees as well as a statement of truth.   
d.  Remember what Jesus said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 

physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners” 
(Mark 2:17).  He came to call those who see their spiritual sickness, who see their 
sin.  It is these who see their need for the physician of souls.   

e.  The Pharisees thought that they were God’s favorites.  They thought that they did 
not need any repentance, that they were righteous and had lived up to the Law and its 
requirements.  God surely rejoices in them.   

f.  Jesus may here be saying to the Pharisees that heaven actually rejoices more over 
the repentance of these sinners than over them.   

g.  Or, He may simply be stating the fact that heaven rejoices more over the lost being 
saved, than over the righteous who are already saved.   

 
B.  And here is where we find a most important lesson for us.   

1.  The Lord loves His people, He surely does.  He loves you here this morning with a 
pure, holy and everlasting love, if you are His child in Christ.   

2.  And he certainly has rejoiced and continues to rejoice over you.  You were lost sheep, 
but now you come home to the Shepherd of your souls.  He rejoiced then, and He still 
rejoices and takes delight in you.   

3.  But there are others, others who are yet to be brought, other who have not yet come 
into this relationship with the Shepherd and are still the children of wrath and under 
condemnation.  And He is concerned about them.   
a.  Some of them are within the covenant community to be sure.  Remember, that the 

visible church is made up of both wheat and tares.  Some of those tares may yet 
become wheat in Christ.  Some of the branches which are not now bearing good 
fruit, may yet bear good fruit in Christ.  They may not be rooted out or broken off.   

b.  Some of God’s elect may be present here who have not yet been grafted into the 
vine of Christ, who have yet to be converted.   

c.  But there are many more outside of the church, outside of the visible kingdom, who 
yet stand in need of salvation.  They are still in darkness, they are still lost, lost to 
the flock, lost to God, lost to themselves, not knowing where they are.  They are 
wandering aimlessly through this world, exposed to danger, because they are not 
under the Shepherd’s care, who laid down His life to save them.   

d.  And God is concerned about them.  They are His elect.  They are those whom He 
has loved from all eternity.   

e.  But they cannot find their way to Christ on their own.   
f.  And so God seeks after them.  Christ seeks after them.  Jesus said, “For the Son of 

Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).   
g.  He leaves the 99 who are in the open field, those whom He has already secured 

eternally from all danger, and He goes out to find those who are lost, His elect who 
have not yet come into this saving relationship with Him.   

h.  Christ does not say, “I am satisfied with these the Father has given Me.  It doesn’t 
matter if there are only a few left outside.  They can go.  I have enough.”  No, He 



5 

 

doesn’t say this or think this.  He goes out and looks for them and seeks to bring 
them into the fold.   

i.  Yes it is true that Christ discipled those who came to Him.  He taught them many 
things.  But the main thrust of His ministry was to reach all that the Father had given 
to Him, to bring the gospel to them so that they could be brought into the safety of 
the fold and be delivered from coming judgment.   

j.  And as this story tells us, when Christ finds His sheep, He lays them on His 
shoulders, He carries them in His arms.  He upholds them and will never allow any 
of them to perish.  He tenderly cares for them all their days, and afterwards receives 
them to glory.   

k.  This also tells us that, when Christ finds one of His lost sheep, heaven rejoices.  
The Father is pleased, for He is glorified in the salvation of another whom He has 
given to His Son as a reward.  The Son is pleased, because the Father is glorified 
and He has received another for whom He has shed His very life’s blood.  The Spirit 
is pleased, for He delights in bringing honor and glory to the Father and the Son, and 
by the grace of Christ He has been able to recreate another of His elect into His 
image.  The angels are pleased, for they see that their great God is glorified and 
honored through the salvation of another made in His image, that another trophy of 
His grace and mercy has just been born-again.  And the saints are pleased, for God 
is glorified and another one of their brothers, who was doomed to die, has been 
delivered by Christ.   

l.  There is so much joy among the inhabitants of heaven over every sinner who repents 
that it needs to be shared.  They celebrate.  They celebrated when we repented, and 
they renew their celebration each time one of Christ’s elect is brought into the fold.  
“There is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.”   

 
4.  The point for us this morning is that Christ still cares for His flock, and He is still 

seeking for those who are lost.   
a.  He does so through His church.  He does so through you and me.  Paul is very 

clear in Romans 10 that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.  
They must hear the Gospel.  They must hear the truth about their condition, their 
danger, and what God has done to save them from that danger.   

b.  But where are they going to hear it except through you and me?  Christ has 
deposited this treasure with His church.  He has entrusted this message to us.  We 
have the words through which the Spirit works the new birth.   

c.  Our main goal, therefore, must be to carry forward this work of our Great Shepherd.   
d.  This does not mean that discipleship is unimportant.  This does not mean that Bible 

study and prayer must fall by the wayside.  These are commanded of us as well.  
But it does mean that these things must be kept in their proper perspective.  We must 
not use up all of our resources ministering within the church, while the world around 
us perishes for lack of knowledge!   

e.  And there are other things we are called to be concerned about as well.  We should 
be concerned for the state of our nation, for the state of our justice system, for the 
state of morality in our country; we should be concerned about the evil practices 
which are tolerated and condoned.   
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f.  But any change which we hope to accomplish can only come from the Gospel.  It is 
the message of the cross that the Lord has ordained to change the hearts of the 
wicked, to turn them away from their sins to Christ.  And it is only if the hearts of 
wicked men are changed that this society and this world will ultimately be renewed.   

g.  And so we must pray that God would send His Spirit in revival.  We must labor in 
His harvest.  We must strive to bring this Gospel to our families, to our neighbors, 
to our countrymen, and to the far reaches of the earth.  We must seek to bring the 
lost into Christ’s fold.   

h.  He is the One who will preserve this world until they can be gathered.  He is the 
One who is holding back the rising tide of evil even now so that His people can hear 
the message which can save their souls.   

i.  Let us therefore make His priority, our priority.  Let us do all in our power to 
expand His kingdom on earth.  Let us worship and give praise to our God.  Let us 
learn His truth and conform our lives to it.  But let us also reach out to the lost and 
seek to bring them home to Christ, or else we will be missing the very heart of what 
our Lord wants to do through us.   

j.  May God be merciful to us.  May He lift up our eyes to the fields to see that they 
are white to harvest.  May He open our ears to hear His call, and may He send us 
forth to the harvest, while we still have time in which to labor.  And may He bring 
in a full harvest, that we, as well as the inhabitants of heaven, may rejoice together 
over every soul that is delivered from damnation and brought home to Christ.  
Amen.   


