
“The Wrath of God” 
(Psalm 18:7-15) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  David in this psalm extols the attributes of God.   
a.  This is common to the psalms.   
b.  We learn a great deal in this book about God experimentally.   

(i)  Why?   
(ii)  Because here we see God in action, interacting with/delivering His 

people, moving against His enemies.   
(iii)  We see His involvement with the world of men.   
(iv)  As He does, it reveals certain things about Him:  things the psalmist sees 

and proclaims, makes known to others that they may marvel and worship.   
 

2.  Consider what we’ve seen so far:   
a.  That God is a refuge, a bulwark, a fortress, a shield about His people, a rock 

to stand on that won’t let us down.   
b.  That He is a covenant keeping God, a God who hears as He promised.   
c.  David didn’t just know this about God, he experienced this.   

(i)  He called on the Lord throughout his life and was saved from his 
enemies.   

(ii)  The Lord heard him and came to his rescue.   
(iii)  This is what David spells out more fully now:   

(a)  What the Lord did to his enemies:  destroyed them.   
(b)  What the Lord did for him:  delivered him.   
(c)  We’ll focus on the first point this morning, the second this evening.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  One thing that is lost in the modern church is the attribute of God’s wrath, His 
justice, His vengeance.   
a.  The world believes if there is a God, he is a God of love.   

(i)  I ran into a woman once who didn’t believe God would send anyone to 
hell.   

(ii)  She said that God was too loving to do so, but would bring all to heaven.   
(iii)  When I asked her why she believed there was a heaven, she said because 

the Bible said there was.   
(iv)  But, I said, it also says there’s a hell and that God sends people there.   
 

b.  Little by little this belief has been creeping into the church.   
(i)  God’s wrath is minimized, if spoken of at all.   
(ii)  They don’t want to talk about the cross of Christ – which is God’s wrath 

poured out on Christ.   
(iii)  They don’t want to talk about final judgment and hell.   
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(iv)  These things aren’t popular, they turn people off, frighten them, offend 
them.   

(v)  Pastors don’t want to lose their audience, so they don’t preach these 
things.   

(vi)  But how can you talk about salvation, if you don’t talk about judgment?   
(vii)  What is it we’re being saved from?  An unhappy, dull or boring life?  

An uncomfortable life or one full of care and need?   
(viii)  What makes salvation so gracious and so needful is what will happen 

to us if we’re not saved:  everlasting destruction at the hands of an angry 
God.   

(ix)  We need to hear this, we need to believe it, we need to live in the light of 
this reality.   

 
2.  What I want us to focus on this morning is that God is every bit as much a God 

of wrath as He is of love, particularly that He exercises this wrath on behalf of 
His people.  We’ll consider two things:   
a.  That God is a God of wrath.   
b.  That He often pours out His wrath in answer to prayer.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, God is a God of wrath.   
1.  God reveals many things about Himself:   

a.  He tells us He is merciful:  Paul write to the Corinthians, “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3).   

b.  He tells us He is kind:  Jesus says, “But love your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will 
be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” 
(Luke 6:35).   

c.  He says He is patient:   
(i)  Peter writes, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for 
all to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).   

(ii)  Paul writes, “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and 
tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance?” (Rom. 2:4).    

 
d.  He says He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked:   

(i)  The Lord says through Ezekiel, “Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the 
Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
the wicked turn from his way and live.  Turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways!  Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’” (Ez. 33:11).   

(ii)  “‘For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,’ declares the 
Lord God.  Therefore, repent and live’” (Ez. 18:32).   

 
e.  All these things are true and more.   
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2.  But He also reveals Himself as a God of anger, of wrath, of justice, of 

vengeance.   
a.  Consider the images David uses in our passage of God:   

(i)  The earth shook, the mountains trembled, because God was angry (v. 7).   
(ii)  The fury of His anger is seen by the smoke coming from His nostrils and 

the fire coming from His mouth to kindle coal (v. 8).   
(a)  This is anthropomorphic speech regarding God.   
(b)  He doesn’t have a nose or a mouth:  He is Spirit, a spirit doesn’t have 

flesh and bones (Luke 24:39), or a body.   
(c)  The imagery here is of great anger.   
 

(iii)  His coming bowed or bent the heavens – indicating signs in the heavens 
(v. 9).   

(iv)  There is darkness under His feet – perhaps a cloud – an image of the 
Lord coming to do something cataclysmic, such as in the overturning of 
nations (Isa. 19:1).   

(v)  He comes swiftly – riding on a cherub, speeding on the wings of the wind 
(v. 10).   

(vi)  He comes in the storm – darkness of waters, thick clouds (v. 11).   
(vii)  He sends out warning and judgment – hailstones, lightening, thunder 

(vv. 12-13).   
(viii)  As a great warrior, He shoots His arrows – lightening bolts in 

abundance – and confuses His enemies (v. 14).   
(ix)  His attack is so fierce that it uncovers the foundations of the world – 

almost as if He is undoing His work of Creation (v. 15).   
(x)  All this at His Word – His word of judgment, a rebuke, at the blast of the 

breath of His nostrils, such as when He parted the Red Sea, which was a 
sign of deliverance for His people, but of judgment for the Egyptians (Ex. 
15:8).   

 
b.  But there are many other places in Scripture.   

(i)  The Lord said to Jeremiah, “‘Do you not see what they are doing in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?  The children gather wood, 
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes 
for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods in 
order to spite Me.  Do they spite Me?’ declares the Lord.  ‘Is it not 
themselves they spite, to their own shame?’  Therefore thus says the Lord 
God, ‘Behold, My anger and My wrath will be poured out on this place, 
on man and on beast and on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the 
ground; and it will burn and not be quenched’” (Jer. 7:17-20).   

(ii)  “The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again 
by His messengers, because He had compassion on His people and on His 
dwelling place; but they continually mocked the messengers of God, 
despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the 
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Lord arose against His people, until there was no remedy” (2 Chr. 36:15-
16).   

(iii)  “But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting 
King.  At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His 
indignation” (Jer. 10:10).   

(iv)  Nahum writes, “A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is 
avenging and wrathful.  The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, and 
He reserves wrath for His enemies” (Nah. 1:2).   

(v)  The list could be multiplied, but you get the point:  God is a God of 
wrath, of vengeance.   

(vi)  Paul tells us that He pours out His wrath everyday on ungodliness and 
wickedness (Rom. 1:18-19).   

(vii)  Scripture tells us that at the return of Christ, He will pour out His wrath 
on those who persecuted His people, as well as on all the ungodly, “For 
after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 
you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in 
flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay 
the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints 
on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed” (2 Thes. 
1:6-10).   

(viii)  As Edwards reminded us:  God is the fire that burns in hell.   
 
B.  The point in our psalm is that He often pours out His wrath in answer to prayer.   

1.  This is one of the ways in which He is a shield, a fortress, a deliverer to His 
people.   
a.  Certainly, He can keep us from danger in the first place.   
b.  But when we are in danger, we can call on Him, and He will answer us.   
 

2.  God often rises up in answer to His people’s prayers.   
a.  In His plan, He sometimes allows our feet to fall into the net or into some 

trouble, so that we might call out to Him and He might rescue us.   
b.  When Hezekiah and the men of Judah were threatened by the king of 

Assyria, we read, “But King Hezekiah and Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz, prayed about this and cried out to heaven.  And the Lord sent an angel 
who destroyed every mighty warrior, commander and officer in the camp of 
the king of Assyria.  So he returned in shame to his own land.  And when he 
had entered the temple of his god, some of his own children killed him there 
with the sword.  So the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria and from the hand of all 
others, and guided them on every side” (2 Chr. 32:20-22).   
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c.  David was often in danger, but also often prayed, and the Lord delivered him:   
(i)  David prays in Psalm 3:7, “Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God!  For You 

have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; You have shattered the teeth of 
the wicked.”   

(ii)  In Psalm 7:6-10:  “Arise, O Lord, in Your anger; lift up Yourself against 
the rage of my adversaries, and arouse Yourself for me; You have 
appointed judgment.  Let the assembly of the peoples encompass You, and 
over them return on high.  The Lord judges the peoples; vindicate me, O 
Lord, according to my righteousness and my integrity that is in me.  O let 
the evil of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous; for the 
righteous God tries the hearts and minds.  My shield is with God, who 
saves the upright in heart.”   

(iii)  These are called imprecations.   
(a)  There appear to be times when the Lord allows the wicked to oppress 

His people because He intends to destroy them.   
(b)  When His people pray to Him and He delivers them, then He is 

glorified.   
 

d.  This should encourage us that when we are in danger, we should call on Him.   
(i)  The Lord stands ready to help us, to relieve us, to save us from our 

enemies, even those enemies that threaten our souls.   
(ii)  He stands ready even to save from damnation, if we don’t know Him, if 

we haven’t trusted, if we will only call on Him, “For whoever will call 
upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13).   

(iii)  The Lord’s Table reminds us that this is true:   
(a)  Even when we were His enemies, He sent His Son to save us.   
(b)  How much more will He save us now that we have been redeemed by 

the blood of His Son? (Rom. 5:10).   
(c)  Let us prepare to come to the Table again to express our thankfulness 

that He has delivered us from His wrath and now exercises His justice 
and vengeance on our behalf.  Amen.   


