
“The Wrath of God Revealed, Part 4” 
(Romans 1:26-27) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Paul has told us what the problem is:   

1.  God shows Himself in the creation – who He is, what He is like.   
2.  But man covers over what he sees.   

a.  Children, it’s like having your parents tell you to do something, and then 
pretending you didn’t hear them.   

b.  Or it’s like someone knowing what he has to do, but then ignoring his 
responsibilities, pretending they aren’t there.   

c.  God reveals Himself, men see it, but those who don’t love Him refuse to 
honor Him or give thanks.   

d.  They hide the knowledge of God, but then worship something else – an idol – 
animals, man, a big rock (evolution), etc.   

 
B.  But Paul also told us what God does about this:  He pours out His wrath.   

1.  His judgment appears to have three levels of severity:  They withdraw from 
Him, and so He withdraws the work of His Spirit, giving them over to greater 
and greater sins.   
a.  First, He gives them over to the sin of sexual impurity.   
b.  Second, as we’ll see this morning, if they don’t repent, then He gives them 

over to greater perversion:  homosexuality.   
c.  Thirdly, we’ll see next week, He gives them over to a depraved mind – or all 

kinds of sin.   
d.  God doesn’t put this in their hearts; it’s already there, He just stops holding it 

back.   
e.  Also, it’s not the same for everyone, but depends on their sin.   
f.  NB:  Notice that sin is a slippery slope.  Once you head that direction, the 

slope gets steeper and steeper until you are falling headlong into it, like 
falling off a cliff.  If you give yourself to sin, it only leads to greater and 
greater sin, which in turn leads to greater and greater judgment.   

 
2.  When they refuse God, He leaves them alone, causing them to fall deeper and 

deeper into sin.   
a.  It’s only His presence that stops sin in the first place.   
b.  If men don’t want anything to do with Him, He withdraws leaving them to 

their sin.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  We’ve already seen that God gives people over to their natural passions, if they 

reject Him.  But if they continue, He gives them over to more degrading or 
unnatural passions.   
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1.  He explains what he means in the next two statements:  “For their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way 
also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their 
desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts” (vv. 26-27).   

2.  What he is referring to, without going into too much detail, is unnatural sexual 
relationships – those against nature.   
a.  When God gives a society or an individual over to this level of judgment, 

women are no longer satisfied with sexual relations with men and desire 
other things:  perhaps with other women, or with animals.   
(i)  In Leviticus 18, the Lord had to forbid certain kinds of sexual activity, 

probably because it was practiced among the nations in and surrounding 
Canaan.   

(ii)  One of them was, “You shall not have intercourse with any animal to be 
defiled with it, nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with 
it; it is a perversion” (v. 23).   

(iii)  We don’t see any examples of what we call lesbianism in the Bible, but 
we do see plenty of it around us.   

(iv)  But God abhors both of these.   
 

b.  Also, when God gives a society over to judgment, men are no longer satisfied 
with sexual relations with women, but seek that which is unnatural.   
(i)  We have a couple of examples of this in Scripture.   
(ii)  When the two angels came to Sodom and were received into Lot’s house, 

we read, “Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, 
surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every 
quarter; and they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men who 
came to you tonight?  Bring them out to us that we may have relations 
with them’” (Gen. 19:4-5).  What they wanted, of course, were sexual 
relations.   

(iii)  When the Levite went after his concubine and was returning to his home 
in Ephraim, he spent the night in Gibeah of Benjamin, which was very 
close to his home.  But while he and his host were making merry, we read, 
“The men of the city, certain worthless fellows, surrounded the house, 
pounding the door; and they spoke to the owner of the house, the old man, 
saying, ‘Bring out the man who came into your house that we may have 
relations with him’” (Judges 19:22).  Again what these men wanted were 
sexual relations.   

 (iv)  There is also a command in Scripture for men not to lie with animals, as 
I already read this morning, which means that this was also a practice of 
the nations back then (Lev. 20:15).   

 
B.  If people don’t honor God or give thanks to Him, He gives them over to their 

sinful passions, and then to more unnatural passions.  This is an act of judgment by 
itself.  But then the Lord also judges them for these sins.   
1.  Notice Paul continues, “And receiving in their own persons the due penalty of 

their errors.”   
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2.  When people engage in these sins, God pours out His judgment on them.   
a.  What did the Lord do to Sodom and Gomorrah?  He destroyed them.  Listen 

to what Jude writes in verses 6 and 7 of his letter, “And angels who did not 
keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in 
eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.  Just as 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way 
as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are 
exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”   

b.  What did the Lord do to those Benjamites who tried to rape the Levite, but 
ended up raping his concubine instead?  He sent the armies of Israel against 
them until they had killed all but six hundred of them (Judges 20).  All 
together, 25,000 men of Benjamin were killed.   

c.  The problem wasn’t simply that they wanted to do this by force.  The Lord 
tells us plainly that He hates these perversions.   
(i)  He says in Leviticus 20, “If there is a man who lies with a male as those 

who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they 
shall surely be put to death.  Their bloodguiltiness is upon them” (v. 13).   

(ii)  “If there is a man who lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to 
death; you shall also kill the animal.  If there is a woman who approaches 
any animal to mate with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they 
shall surely be put to death.  Their bloodguiltiness is upon them” (vv. 15-
16).  Can anything be plainer than this?   

(iii)  And since the Lord never changes, He still hates these sins, and as we 
will see at the end of this chapter in Romans, these things still warrant 
death in His eyes.   

(iv)  Paul further tells us what we already know, that those who practice such 
things will never enter into heaven, “Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10).   

(v)  The AIDS epidemic is undoubtedly a part of this judgment.  The Lord 
executes even when men fail.  There are no accidents, especially not a 
virus that affects mainly homosexuals 

(vi)  The fact that others are affected doesn’t matter, because when the Lord 
brings judgment on a culture for their sin, it affects everyone to one degree 
or another.   

 
III.  Application:   

A.  Summary.   
1.  When men reject God, God rejects them.   
2.  When God rejects men, they fall into greater and greater sins.   
3.  Two of the worst sins are homosexuality and bestiality.   

a.  God says that these sins deserve death.  Of course, unless the government 
agrees, it won’t happen.   



4 

b.  But even if they escape judgment here, they won’t escape God’s judgment, if 
they don’t repent.   
  

B.  However, we need to realize there is hope for the homosexual.   
1.  He or she is not born this way, except as a sinner.  
2.  But through the Gospel the Lord is able to break the chains of this sin.   
3.  Repentance and faith in Christ will free them.   
4.  They are harder to deal with, but nothing is impossible for God.   
5.  Let’s not forget to pray for and witness to them in the hopes that the Lord will 

save them.   
 

C.  Pray as well for our culture.   
1.  Homosexuality used to be a crime punishable by death in our society.  But now 

they are gaining more and more acceptance and special privileges for their sinful 
practice – domestic partnerships, possibly marriage, benefits and special 
protection.   

2.  This is a sign that God is giving us over.   
3.  We need to pray for revival.   
 

D.  Lastly, let’s be admonished by this to avoid the slippery slope of sin.   
1.  The only way to avoid this pitfall is to stay away from sin and cling closely to 

Christ.   
2.  Don’t be tempted into sexual sin.   

a.  Even the smallest compromises will lead you to larger ones, until you will be 
very surprised as to what you are capable of.   

b.  David probably had no idea that he could commit adultery with another 
man’s wife and then murder him.  But he could and did.   

c.  Stay away from all sin and hold onto your Savior.   
d.  He had promised to keep you, to help you, to give you a way of escape.   
e.  Grow in your love and commitment to Him.  It’s like running into a strong 

tower.  The enemy can’t get you there.   
f.  In Christ, you are safe.   
g.  Let’s prepare to run to Christ now as we come to His Table.  Amen.   


