
"The Worlds Framed by the Word of God" 
(Hebrews 11 : 3 )  

Introduction: We have seen in past weeks and months that whatever 
comes to pass on this earth, in the course of human history, has 
all been planned out by the Lord and rendered certain by His decree 
in eternity. His decree encompasses the destiny of all men and 
angels, as well as everything in the skies above and on the earth 
beneath. God planned it all from the beginning; it is all ordained 
that He might manifest to all His creatures the surpassing riches 
of His glory. 

also brought this plan into being. God executed His plan first by 
creating everything that He was to create. And once having 
created, He then guided His handiwork along by His providence 
according to that plan. 

But what we are going to look at tonight is God's work of 
creation. There was, previous to the creation of all things, a 
situation where God was all that there was and nothing else. We 
cannot even conceive of such a situation because nothing existed 
that we are familiar with. There was no time, no space, and no 
matter; all of these are created things. At that time only God 
existed. God dwells in the eternal now with no passing of time as 
we know it. God is a spirit, and therefore does not have 
dimensions, or extension into space as we know it. God also was 
all that there was, so there were no atoms, or molecules which make 
up everything that we are familiar with. But God passed on from 
this situation to make all that we are familiar with by the Word of 
His power. And what I want you to see this evening is that, 

But God did more than just have an eternal plan in His mind, He 

Creation is an act of God's will wherein He made from 
nothing, something entirely different from Himself, by His 
spoken Word, to be His covenant servant for His glory and 
honor alone. 

I. God Made Everything There Is By the Word of His Power in Six Days. 
A. Creation is the Work of the Triune God. 

1.  The Bible speaks of God as the Creator of all things. 
a. God is the One who made the universe. 
b. Gen. I: 1 "In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth." 

2. The Scripture shows that each of the members of the 
Godhead were involved, and it was not the particular 
work of just one. 
a. The Father created: "Yet for us there is but one 

God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we 
exist for Him" ( 1  Cor. 8:6). 

b. The Son created: John,  speaking of the eternal 
Word, says, "All things came into being by Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has 
come into being" ( J o h n  1:3). 

formless and void, and darkness was over the 
c. And the Spirit created: "And the earth was 
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surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was 
moving over the surface of the waters” (Gen. 1:  2). 

d. Creation is the work of the Triune God. 
B. The Instrument of His Creation Was His Spoken Word. 

1.  The author to the Hebrews is not referring to Christ as 
the Word, or the Logos of God. 
a. It is true that the eternal Son was involved in the 

b. But the Son of God is referred to as the logos, and 
work of Creation. 

not as the rhema of God. 

2. Rather, the word rhema means ”the spoken Word.” 
a. God, in the beginning, said, ”Let it be,” and it 

b. 
was so. 
And by the efficiency of God’s own power He brought 
into being all that is. He spoke and it was so. 

c. And the Bible Says the Time Element in Creation Was Six 
Days. 
1.  There are several views on what the Bible means by six 

days, such as, 
a. The day-age theory where each day is taken to be an 

b. Or the framework hypothesis where the days are seen 
extensive period of time. 

as poetic pictures of events in creation. 

2. But the best view is that He created all that there is 
in a moment and then structured that matter in the 
following six days. 
a. In Genesis 1 : l  we have the description of the 

creation of time, space, and matter. ”IN THE 
BEGINNING, COD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.” 

structuring of that matter in the following six 
days. The reasons being: 
(il The text uses a familiar expression in the 

Hebrew to refer to a solar day: evening and 
morning, even from day one. 
When the Hebrew word for day appears with a 
cardinal number, it usually refers to a solar day 

(iiil God’s commandment to observe the Sabbath is 
based upon His divine pattern of working six 
day and resting on the seventh, ”FOR IN SIX 
DAYS THE LORD MADE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, 
THE SEA AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, AND RESTED ON 
THE SEVENTH DAY; THEREFORE THE LORD BLESSED 
THE SEVENTH DAY AND MADE IT HOLY” [Ex. 20: 11 1 .  

(ivl This also seems to be the most natural reading 
of the text. 

b. And in 1:2ff we have the description of the 

(iil 

11. What God Made Was Something Different From Himself. 
A .  He Made All Things Which Are Out of Nothing. 

1.  He did not use any preexisting materials. 
a. There was no preexisting matter which was there in 

the beginning from which He made the heavens and 
the earth. 
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b. Nothing existed except God alone. 

2. Rather, He called into existence that which did not 
previously exist. 
a. This is why we say that everything was created ex 

nihilo. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

Ex nihilo means ”out of nothing.” 
There was no material which God used to 
create. 
Our passage tells us that the worlds, that is 
this time and space universe, the things which 
are seen by us, were not made out of things 
which appear, or are visible to our eyes. 
But what about the possibility that the world 
was made out of some eternal stuff that is 
invisible? 
Col. 1:16-17 closes this possibility by 
stating, ”FOR BY HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED, 
BOTH IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND 
INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES OR DOMINIONS OR 
RULERS OR AUTHORITIES--ALL THINGS HAVE BEEN 
CREATED BY HIM AND FOR HIM. AND HE IS BEFORE 
ALL THINGS, AND IN HIM ALL THINGS HOLD 
TOGETHER. ” (cf. Ex. 20: 11 1 .  
He created everything there is out of nothing, 
and also into nothing. 

b. He created the dimension of space. 
(il Prior to God’s creation, only He existed. 

(iil There was no space as we conceive of our three 
dimensional universe. 

all things. 
(iiil God created the space into which He created 

c. He created matter. 
(il He made all the planets and stars. 

(iil He made the stellar nebulas, the clouds of 

(iiil He made the comets, the asteroids, and the 
electrically charged gases. 

meteors which fall to earth. 

own peculiar structure. 
(ivl He made all the matter, and arranged it in its 

d. And He created time. 
(il Succession of moments began with God’s 

creation. 

existed. 

space and matter. 
To ask what God was doing in the endless time 
before creation is irrelevant, because there 
was no time, only the eternal present. 

(iil Up until that time only the eternal now 

(iiil Time is just as much a creation of God as 

(ivl 

(vl God made all things out of nothing. 

B. He Did not Make Everything Out of His Personal Substance. 
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1.  God did not make the worlds out of Himself. 
a. It is reasoned that if the only thing that existed 

was God, then God must have used some of His own 
substance to create the world. 
(il After all, what else was there? 

something which already existed. 
(iil We said God did not create the world out of 

b. But if this were true, then all things would be 
God. (Pantheism). 
(il If all things were made of the divine 

substance then everything would be, in fact, 
God. 

distinction between the Creator and the 
creature. 
God is holy and infinitely exalted above all 
of His creation. 

His creatures were identical. 

(iil But it is obvious that the Bible makes a 

(iiil 

(ivl This could not be the case if the Creator and 

2. The Bible tells us that everything God made is 
subordinate to His sovereign will. 
a. All of creation is His covenant servant. 

(il All of creation obeys His will. 
(iil He determines its destiny. 

b. This could not be the case if we were made of His 
divine substance. 
(il The creation would be as worthy of praise as 

the Creator. 
(iil If the creation were a part of the Creator, 

then it would determine its own destiny. 
(iiil But we are infinitely below the Creator. 
(ivl And this is clearer when we see, lastly, that, 

III. God’s Purpose In Creating Everything Was for His Own Glory. 

1.  God is eternally self-sufficient; He is independent. 
A. He Did Not Create Because of Any Need that He Had. 

a. He has always had everything that He needs for 

b. And because God is a Triune Being, He has also had 
His own eternally perfect blessedness. 

perfect fellowship and love within Himself from all 
eternity. 

2. For this reason He does not need anything from His 
creation. 
a. If He dwells in and from all eternity without the 

creation and He is the infinitely blessed One, how 
could it be argued that He needs us now? 

imperfect fulfill a need in the One who is infinite 
and perfect. It could not! 

b. And how could His creation which is finite and 

B. Rather, He Created Everything There Is That He Might Have a 
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Theater in Which to Display His Glory. 
1.  God desired to make His glory known in His creation. 

a. Remember we saw that everything God plans, He does 
so in order to reveal His glory. So it is with His 
working out of that plan. 

b. The act of creation does not arise out of a need in 
God, but out of a desire to reveal His excellency. 

2. The end of all things is the glory of God, not the 
well-being of His creatures. 
a. The Bible never says that the well-being of the 

b. Rather it again and again affirms that God’s glory 

”THE HEAVENS ARE TELLING OF THE GLORY OF GOD; 
AND THEIR EXPANSE IS DECLARING THE WORK OF HIS 
HANDS” (Ps. 19: 1). 

THE UTTERANCES OF GOD; WHOEVER SERVES, LET HIM 
DO SO AS BY THE STRENGTH WHICH GOD SUPPLIES; 
SO THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, TO WHOM BELONGS THE 
GLORY AND DOMINION FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN” (1 
Pet. 4 : l l l .  

YOU DO, DO ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD” (1 Cor. 
10: 31 1 .  

creature is God’s purpose in creation. 

is that end or goal in creation. 
(il 

( i i 1 ”WHOEVER SPEAKS, LET HIM SPEAK, AS IT WERE, 

(iiil ”WHETHER, THEN, YOU EAT OR DRINK OR WHATEVER 

3.  Glory is the making known of one’s excellence. 
a. The beauty and excellence of God’s attributes are 

revealed when they are exercised. 
(il Last week we saw that it is good that there is 

evil, from the standpoint of God’s glory. 

not have been able to reveal the riches of His 
glory in His Son. 
We would know nothing of His tremendous mercy 
and grace through our Lord Jesus. 

(ivl We would see nothing of His fearful judgments 
against sin and the vindication of His 
holiness. 

(iil Without the presence of evil, the Lord would 

(iiil 

b. The exercise of His attributes neither increases 
His excellence nor His blessedness, rather it 
simply reveals them (Hodge 244). 
(il By revealing His glory, it is not increased. 

(iil God desires rather to reveal the infinite 
glory which He already possesses that His 
creatures may marvel and worship Him. 

I V .  Uses. 
A .  God’s Word Has the Power of an Omnipotent God Behind It. 

1.  Have you ever been afraid that God would not be able to 

2. Do you realize that God’s Word comes with all the power 
fulfill all that He has promised? 

and authority of the Triune God? 
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3.  What He has promised in His Word, He can and will fulfill. 
a. His promise of eternal life through His Son will 

surely come to you who trust in Christ. 
(il You will surely stand before Christ clothed in 

His righteousness on that day. 

who has fled to Christ for refuge. 
(iiil And God’s power is sufficient to keep you in the 

grace of God, no matter how many times you fall. 

(iil God is able to cleanse even the vilest sinner 

b. And His fearful threatenings of judgment upon those 
who sin and do not flee to Christ will be equally 
fulfilled. 
(il 

(iil 

Have you trusted Christ as your whole portion 
in this life? 
Do you daily search His Word and seek to 
submit to His will? 

constantly cast His covenant aside and perform 
your own will. 

(ivl You cannot call Christ your Lord if you have 
no intention of submitting to His will, or if 
you say, ”Only so far and no farther!” 
God is able to fulfill His threatenings 
against sin as well. 

(iiil There is no promise of life for you who 

(vl 

B. You Are Not Little Gods or in any way on Equal Footing with 
God. 
1. Are you aware of the difference that exists between you 

and God? 
2. Do you sense the awesome distance between what you are 

and what He is? 
a. It is popular in Christianity today to think of 

Jesus as a buddy, who comes alongside to augment my 
1 if e. 

above you in majesty, glory and power? 
(il He is not dependent upon you; but you are 

b. But do you see that Jesus is infinitely exalted 

completely dependent upon Him. 
(iil He is the source of life, light, and 

righteousness to enable you to stand before 
God; you are unable to stand on your own. 

(iiil He is the Lord; all power and authority is 
given to Him; YOU ARE HIS COVENANT SERVANTS 
WHOSE TASK IT IS TO FULFILL HIS WILL! 
God is the One upon whom you are entirely 
dependent for your moment by moment existence. 

(vl You exist for His will; He does not exist for 
your’s. 

(ivl 

C. God Does Not Stand in Need of You as If You Were Able to 
Make Up for Some Deficiency in the Creator. 
1.  Are you under the impression that God created you 

2. Do you think that God had a need to fulfill in creating 
because He needs you and your fellowship? 

you and then in redeeming you? 
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a. God does not need any of us; He is absolutely 

b. And even as we learn and grow and become more 
perfect . 

useful to Him in His kingdom, He still does not 
need us anymore than He did. 

c. God chooses to use you and me in His service 
because His power is exalted in our weakness. 

d. God delights in showing mercy because it reveals 
this very excellence in Himself. 

e. God does not need us, but He blesses us in order to 
manifest His glory. 

D. Everything that God Made, He Made for His Glory Alone. 
1.  Do you also realize that all that you are, all that you 

possess, all your time, talents, and resources were 
given to you by God for His glory and not for your own? 
a. Remember, everything exists for this one end, the 

b. Everything that God has done for you, everything He has 
glory of God. 

allowed you to possess by way of natural gifts, 
spiritual gifts, time and resources were given to you 
only to the end that you might use them for His glory. 

2. Are you using them to that end? 
a. Are you living by the Scriptural principle, 

”WHETHER, THEN, YOU EAT OR DRINK OR WHATEVER YOU 
no, no ALL TO THE GLORY OF Gon”? 

b. This is the most basic principle in the Christian 
rel igion. 
(il If you are not living for God’s glory, then 

you have created an idol that you are 
worshiping instead. 

(iil That idol could be an object, such as a house, 
a car, clothing, or any kind of status symbol. 

your children, some prominent entertainment 
personality, or even yourself. 

(ivl If you are not living for God’s glory alone, 
then you are sinning! You must confess your 
sin and turn from it! And God will pardon. 

(iiil Or it could be a person, such as your spouse, 

E. Lastly, the text tells us that these things pertaining to 
the creation of the heavens and the earth are understood 
only through faith. 
1.  Do you believe the account which God has given of His 

2. If you do not believe this account, then how will you 
creation of the heavens and the earth? 

believe anything which God has revealed in His Word? 
a. All of your Christian life is lived by faith in 

b. You have not seen God personally, and yet you 

c. You have not seen Christ personally, yet if He 

d. You have not seen heaven, and yet you believe that 

what God has revealed in His Word. 

believe that He is by faith. 

lives in you, you love Him, and all this is by faith. 

such a place exists and you are willing to stake 
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your life on it, only by faith. 

you receive by faith. It is the ”ASSURANCE OF 
THINGS HOPED FOR, THE CONVICTION OF THINGS NOT 
SEEN” (Heb. 1 I: 1 ). 

e. Every spiritual thing which God has given to you, 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

All of your Christian life is lived by faith, 
not by sight. 
If you really believe what God has said, your 
life will reflect it. 
And the stronger you believe God’s Word, the more 
it will have an impact on the way you live. 
Christian, if you ever want to give God the 
glory that is His due, you must believe His 
Word with all your heart, entrust yourself 
entirely and unreservedly to Christ’s service 
for His glory, and work steadfastly all your 
days, laboring in the kingdom with all your 
heart, mind, soul and strength. 
Believe God’s Word! You can be sure that one 
day everything He has said will be fully 
accomplished! Let us pray. 


