
The Holy Spirit 

(Part 11:  Wisdom) 

 

 

 

XI.  The Spirit Gives Wisdom.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  The Spirit is the love of God.   

a.  In regeneration, creates love in soul.   

b.  In sanctification, causes love to grow.   

c.  In calling, gives desire/love for particular work.   

d.  In guiding, draws heart out in particular direction.   

e.  In equipping, gives gifts with which to love:   

(i)  God through service.   

(ii)  Brethren through ministering – fellowship.   

(iii)  Also helps guide through gifts –  

(iv)  How you’re gifted will shape what direction you go.   

 

f.  In empowering, strengthens love/zeal.   

g.  Teaches (illumination):   

(i)  Inspiration:  communicates truth (2 Tim. 3:16).   

(ii)  Illumination:  helps understand truth.   

(a)  Opening eyes to see divine beauty of holiness.   

(b)  Draws out heart.   

(c)  Allowing us to focus –  

(d)  You focus on what heart desires –  

(e)  Giving grace to embrace what see.   

 

2.  And so again be careful:   

a.  To eliminate things that weaken Spirit’s influence.   

(i)  “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thes. 5:19).   

(ii)  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption” (Eph. 4:30).   

 

b.  To do things that strengthen it/use means.   

(i)  “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh” 

(Gal. 5:16).   

(ii)  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 

Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

(iii)  Only way will be able to glorify Him.   

 

B.  The Spirit gives wisdom.   

1.  Introduction.   

a.  Spirit’s work to teach –  

(i)  To bear witness to truth,  

(ii)  To lead in truth –  
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(iii)  Is Anointing that teaches all things.   

 

b.  Appears that He teaches  

(i)  In other areas as well.   

(ii)  He is the Spirit of Wisdom.   

(a)  “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the LORD” (Isaiah 11:1-2).   

(b)   “There is a man in your kingdom in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and in 

the days of your father, illumination, insight and wisdom like the wisdom of 

the gods were found in him.  And King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, your 

father the king, appointed him chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans 

and diviners.  This was because an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and insight, 

interpretation of dreams, explanation of enigmas and solving of difficult 

problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar.  Let 

Daniel now be summoned and he will declare the interpretation” (Dan. 5:11-

12).   

 

2.  How did man gain the particular knowledge and ability to do what he can do?  Spirit.   

a.  The Lord said to Job, “Who has put wisdom in the innermost being or given 

understanding to the mind?” (Job 38:36).   

b.  “I thought age should speak, and increased years should teach wisdom.  But it is a 

spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding” (Job 32:7-8; 

Elihu).   

 

3.  Spirit gives abilities:   

a.  Gave ability to raise livestock:  “Lamech took to himself two wives:  the name of the 

one was Adah, and the name of the other, Zillah.  Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was 

the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock” (Gen. 4:19).   

b.  To play music:  “His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who 

play the lyre and pipe” (v. 21).   

c.  To work with metal:  “As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the forger of 

all implements of bronze and iron; and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah” (v. 22).   

d.  To do artistic work:  “Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘See, I have called by 

name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah.  I have filled him 

with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of 

craftsmanship, to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and 

in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in 

all kinds of craftsmanship.  And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, 

the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful I 

have put skill, that they may make all that I have commanded you” (Exodus 31:1-6; 

cf. 36:1-2).   

e.  To teach that skill:  speaking of Bezalel, “He also has put in his heart to teach, both 

he and Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.  He has filled them with 

skill to perform every work of an engraver and of a designer and of an embroiderer, 
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in blue and in purple and in scarlet material, and in fine linen, and of a weaver, as 

performers of every work and makers of designs” (Ex. 35:34-35).   

f.  To farm:  “Give ear and hear my voice, listen and hear my words.  Does the farmer 

plow continually to plant seed?  Does he continually turn and harrow the ground?  

Does he not level its surface and sow dill and scatter cummin and plant wheat in 

rows, barley in its place and rye within its area?  For his God instructs and teaches 

him properly.  For dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, nor is the cartwheel 

driven over cummin;  but dill is beaten out with a rod, and cummin with a club.  

Grain for bread is crushed, indeed, he does not continue to thresh it forever.  

Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it, he does not thresh 

it longer.  This also comes from the LORD of hosts, who has made His counsel 

wonderful and His wisdom great” (Isa. 28:23-29 ).   

g.  To judge:  “God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this thing and have not asked 

for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the 

life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, 

behold, I have done according to your words.  Behold, I have given you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like 

you arise after you.  I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and 

honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days.  If you 

walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will prolong your days” (1 Kings 3:11-14).   

h.  To lead:  “Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for 

Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as the 

LORD had commanded Moses” (Deu. 34:9; cf. Num. 27:18-23).   

i.  To administrate:  “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, 

because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the 

twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable for 

us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, select 

from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we may put in charge of this task’” (Acts 6:1-3).   

j.  What is said of men, also true of other creatures:   

(i)  “Go to the ant, O sluggard, observe her ways and be wise, which, having no 

chief, officer or ruler, prepares her food in the summer and gathers her provision 

in the harvest.  How long will you lie down, O sluggard?  When will you arise 

from your sleep?  A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to 

rest’ – your poverty will come in like a vagabond and your need like an armed 

man” (Prov. 6:6-11).   

(ii)  Sometimes wisdom He gives creatures,  

(iii)  Greater than ours – because of sin –  

(iv)  And so He tells us to go to and learn.   

 

k.  All this wisdom,  

(i)  Comes from God:   

(ii)  Is in Christ:  He is the Wisdom/Logos of God.   

(iii)  But is conveyed by Spirit:  takes of Mine and discloses.   
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(iv)  Not a saving work:   

(a)  Not a love for holiness.   

(b)  But a desire for useful things.   

 

(v)  All knowledge, wisdom, discovery comes from Spirit  

(vi)  As Lord moves history forward according to will.   

 

4.  Application:   

a.  Why does God give these gifts?   

(i)  To provide for His people.   

(ii)  To provide for unbelievers because good and to preserve His people.   

(iii)  To move history forward.   

(a)  Lord may give genius to get ball rolling.   

(b)  Then give ability to teach others.   

 

(iv)  For His glory.   

 

b.  When do you get these gifts?   

(i)  Likely at birth.   

(ii)  Possibly later.   

 

c.  How can you tell which gifts He has given you?   

(i)  Something you’re good at.   

(ii)  Perhaps something you enjoy.   

(iii)  Something others see.   

 

d.  What should you do if you don’t have gifts you want?   

(i)  Be content.   

(ii)  Use gifts you have to serve Him.   

(a)  Talents/minas.   

(b)  Glorify Him.   

 

(iii)  Ask Him for wisdom, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 

gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 

1:5).   

 

e.  What should you do if you do something praiseworthy?   

(i)  Give God the glory.   

(ii)  Why?   

(a)  “What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, why 

do you boast as if you had not received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7).   

(b)  “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” 

(Gal. 6:14).   

(c)  If you use gift for own glory, what will God think of this?   

(d)  If you take glory for yourself, what will God think of this?   
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f.  Just because someone has a gift and is using it, does that mean they’re glorifying 

God with it?   

(i)  No.   

(ii)  Can you think of any examples of misuse of gifts?   

(a)  Celebrities.   

(b)  Those who do good and take credit for themselves.   

 

(iii)  Just because person has gift  

(iv)  Doesn’t mean use it for good.   

(v)  Make sure use yours to glorify God.   

 

 http://www.graceopcmodesto.org  


