
The Holy Spirit 

(Part 5:  Why He Has His Particular Role in Redemption) 

 

 

 

V.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.    

1.  We’ve seen thus far,  

a.  That the Spirit is a person:     

(i)  Who thinks, guides, commands, convicts.   

(ii)  Who loves, prays, comforts.   

(iii)  Who can be resisted, grieved, quenched, lied to and blasphemed.   

 

b.  That He is a divine person:   

(i)  He’s called God (Acts 5:3-4).   

(ii)  To blaspheme Him is unpardonable (Matt. 12:31-32).   

(iii)  He has the attributes of God:  eternal (Heb. 9:13-14); omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-

10); He creates (Ps. 104:27-30); has infinite knowledge (1 Cor. 2:10-11).   

(iv)  He’s equal with the Father and Son (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).   

 

c.  That He is distinct from the Father and the Son.   

(i)  Jesus sends the Spirit (John 15:26).   

(ii)  The Father sends the Spirit (Gal. 4:6).   

(iii)  The Spirit descended at Jesus’ baptism,  

(iv)  While the Father’s voice was heard from heaven (Matt. 3:16-17).   

 

2.  We’ve also seen why He is called the Spirit or breath of God.   

a.  God has been pleased to reveal Himself by certain names.   

b.  Each has meaning:   

(i)  Father:  One who begets.   

(ii)  Son:  One who is begotten.   

(iii)  Spirit/breath:   One who is breathed out.   

(iv)  “In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, 

and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  The Father 

is of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the 

Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son” (WCF 

2.3).   

(a)  The begetting and the breathing out are eternal.   

(b)  They are also necessary – this isn’t a voluntary act, but one of nature.   

 

c.  How are we to understand this relationship?   

(i)  The Father eternally begets the Son, and the Son is eternally begotten.   

(ii)  Edwards’ view:   

(a)  There is nothing the Father delights in more than Himself,  

(b)  And so He eternally considers Himself.   

(c)  His understanding of Himself is perfect and complete,  
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(d)  And is something distinct from Himself:  there is God and the idea of God.   

(d)  That perfect idea He has of Himself, of His image, is the Son.   

(1)  The Son is called the image of God:  “He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15).   

(2)  He is the perfect representation of His nature:  “And He is the radiance of 

His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things 

by the word of His power” (Heb. 1:3).   

(3)  He is the reason of God – the rationality of God or the perfect rational 

expression of Himself:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. . . .  

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 

glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. . . .  

No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:1, 2, 14, 18).   

(4)  “Therefore as God with perfect clearness, fullness and strength, 

understands himself, views his own essence . . . that idea which God has of 

himself is absolutely himself. This representation of the divine nature and 

essence is the divine nature and essence again:  so that by God’s thinking of 

the Deity must certainly be generated. Hereby there is another person 

begotten, there is another Infinite Eternal Almighty and most holy and the 

same God, the very same divine nature.”   

(5)  “And this Person is the second person in the Trinity, the only begotten and 

dearly beloved Son of God. He is the eternal, necessary, perfect, substantial 

and personal idea which God has of himself; and that it is so seems to me to 

be abundantly confirmed by the Word of God.”   

 

(ii)  The Father and the Son eternally love and have joy and delight in each other – 

this gives rise to the Spirit.   

(a)  “The Godhead being thus begotten by God’s loving an idea of himself and 

showing forth in a distinct subsistence or person in that idea, there proceeds a 

most pure act, and an infinitely holy and sacred energy arises between the 

Father and Son in mutually loving and delighting in each other, for their love 

and joy is mutual, (Pro. 8:30) ‘I was daily his delight rejoicing always before 

him.’ This is the eternal and most perfect and essential act of the divine nature, 

wherein the Godhead acts to an infinite degree and in the most perfect manner 

possible. The Deity becomes all act, the divine essence itself flows out and is 

as it were breathed forth in love and joy. So that the Godhead therein stands 

forth in yet another manner of subsistence, and there proceeds the third Person 

in the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, viz., the Deity in act, for there is no other act but 

the act of the will.”   

(b)  The Spirit is called the love of God:   

(1)  “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love is perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in Him 

and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit” (1 John 4:12-13).   

(2)  “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have 

known You; and these have known that You sent Me; and I have made 
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Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with 

which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them” (John 17:25-26).   

 

(c)  He produces love in the heart of the elect:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).   

(d)  If you walk by the Spirit, you won’t carry out the deeds of the flesh, which 

can be summarized by hatred against God:  “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 

you will not carry out the desire of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16).   

(e)  Since He is the love and joy of God, He also brings these things:   

(1)  “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).   

(2)  “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 

not go away, the Helper/Comforter will not come to you; but if I go, I will 

send Him to you” (John 16:7).   

 

(iii)  “It is common when speaking of the divine happiness to say that God is 

infinitely happy in the enjoyment of himself, in perfectly beholding and infinitely 

loving, and rejoicing in, his own essence and perfection, and accordingly it must 

be supposed that God perpetually and eternally has a most perfect idea of himself, 

as it were an exact image and representation of himself ever before him and in 

actual view, and from hence arises a most pure and perfect act or energy in the 

Godhead, which is the divine love, complacence and joy.”   

 

B.  The Economic Trinity.   

1.  Definitions:   

a.  The Ontological Trinity:  the study of God as He is in Himself.   

(i)  The attributes of God.   

(ii)  The equality of the three persons.   

(iii)  The relationship between the three persons.   

 

b.  The Economic Trinity:  the study of God in the work of redemption.   

(i)  The subordination of the persons.   

(ii)  The work each does.   

 

2.  The work or role each plays reflects what is true of them ontologically.   

a.  The Father (primary):   

(i)  Takes the leadership role.   

(ii)  Chooses whom He will save.   

(iii)  Sends the Son to save them.   

(iv)  Receives them for the Son’s sake.   

(v)  Gives them to the Son as a reward.   

(vi)  Loves and honors the Son for His work.   

 

b.  The Son (derived):   

(i)  Submits to the Father.   
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(a)  Takes role of a servant.   

(b)  The Father is greater than I (John 14:28).   

(1)  From human nature.   

(2)  From role of subordination.   

 

(ii)  Is sent into the world.   

(a)  Is conceived in and born of a Virgin.   

(b)  Becomes the Son of God with regard to His human nature,  

(c)  Reflecting the relationship He has eternally.   

 

(iii)  Reveals the Father.   

(a)  He is the Word of God:  rationality, rational expression.   

(b)  He is the image of God.   

(c)  Reveals the will of God (Prophetic office).   

(d)  Reveals the nature of God:  “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 

14:9).   

 

(iv)  As the Son, He obeys:   

(a)  He ministers the truth.   

(b)  He dies, rises, ascends, rules.   

 

(v)  Coming again to Judge as honor bestowed.   

 

c.  The Spirit (derived):   

(i)  He is sent by the Father and the Son.   

(ii)  Applies what Jesus has done:   

(a)  Unites to Christ, spiritually, legally, vitally.   

(b)  Produces love in the heart.   

(c)  Comforts/brings joy.   

 

(iii)  “The economic relations reveal appropriate distinctions, which rest upon these 

eternal personal distinctions. It is the Father who is usually thought of as the 

source of creation. The Son is the one who has come to do the bidding of the 

Father in the Covenant of Grace, and the Holy Spirit is sent by both the Father 

and the Son to apply the work of redemption accomplished by the Son” (Morton 

Smith, Systematic).   

(iv)  The Father sends the Son.   

(v)  The Son reveals the Father.   

(vi)  The Spirit gives us love for the Father and the Son.   
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