
“Inquirers’ Class” 

(Part 1:  The Word of God) 

 

 

 

I.  The Word of God.   

A.  What is Special Revelation?   

1.  What are the two ways the Lord reveals information?  General and Special 

Revelation.   

2.  What is General Revelation?   

a.  Information God reveals to all men about Himself in nature:  “For the wrath 

of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is 

known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 

and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 

been made, so that they are without excuse” (Rom. 1:18-20).   

b.  What are some examples of General Revelation?   

c.  What is its purpose?  To leave all men without excuse for their unbelief.   

 

3.  What is Special Revelation?   

a.  It is God’s verbal communication to man.   

b.  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

 

B.  Why do we need Special Revelation?   

1.  Is General Revelation enough?   

a.  If God intended to condemn everyone, it would be; but He intends to save 

many through the Gospel.   

b.  General Revelation does not reveal the Gospel.   

 

2.  This makes Special Revelation necessary.   

a.  God reveals His Gospel only in His written Word.   

b.  And the Gospel – which is the message of what God has done through His 

Son to save sinners – is the only way we can come to know God:  “Jesus said 

to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father 

but through Me’” (John 14:6).   

c.  The Bible is the history of what God has done to glorify His name by saving 

sinners through Jesus Christ.  This is the theme that shapes the content of the 

Bible.   

 

C.  What are the attributes of the Bible?   

1.  What is inspiration?   

a.  The Greek word means “God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16).   
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(i)  The authors wrote their words, drawing from their own background and 

education, writing to particular situations, with their writings being 

superintended by the Spirit, so that they were kept free from error and 

wrote precisely what God wanted them to write.   

(ii)  That God used this way of revealing His Word shows us His absolute 

sovereignty over all things.   

 

b.  Is it the writers or the writings that are inspired?  “All Scripture is inspired by 

God.”   

 

2.  What does it mean that inspiration is both verbal and plenary?   

a.  All of Scripture is inspired, down to the very words.   

(i)  “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.  He does not 

say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your 

seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16).   

(ii)  Paul’s argument is based on the fact that “seed” is singular and not 

plural.  If inspiration did not extend to the words in particular, his 

argument would not be valid.   

 

b.  What is thought inspiration?   

(i)  The idea that God puts the thoughts into the writers’ minds, and they in 

turn write them down in their own words.   

(ii)  This view denies that every word of Scripture is inspired.   

 

3.  What is infallibility?  Whatever the Bible says cannot fail to be true.   

4.  What is inerrancy?  The Bible contains no errors.   

a.  Are there contradictions in the Bible?  Not if the Bible is inerrant.   

b.  What is a contradiction?   

(i)  When something is A and not A at the same time and in the same 

relationship.   

(ii)  Some believe the Trinity is a contradiction:  God is one (A), and God is 

three (not A).  Is this a contradiction?   

(iii)  No.  God is one in Being, and three in person; and so He is one and three 

at the same time, but not in the same relationship.   

 

5.  To what do these attributes apply?   

a.  Do they apply to our translations?   

b.  Do they apply to the manuscript copies?   

c.  Do they apply only to the original autographs?   

(i)  The OT in Hebrew and Aramaic and the NT in Greek are what God 

“breathed out.”   

(ii)  The manuscripts and translations are subject to human error.   

 

d.  Does this mean we can’t trust our translations?   

(i)  They are based on manuscripts that were carefully copied from infallible 

autographs – with only 1/2% variation over 2000 years in the Greek NT 
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and less in the Hebrew OT, none of which affect any major or minor 

doctrine – and translated with painstaking care.   

(ii)  Jesus and His apostles often quoted from the LXX – a Greek translation 

of the Hebrew Old Testament.   

 

e.  How should we receive the Bible?  If God came and spoke to us personally, it 

would have no more authority than the Bible, because it is His Word.   

 

D.  Why should we receive the Bible as God’s Word?   

1.  Not because the church authoritatively declares that it is the Word of God 

(Roman view); but because it is the Word of God.   

2.  How do we know the Bible is God’s Word?  Three ways:  He tells us; He gives 

us evidence; the Spirit bears witness.   

a.  What are some of the ways He tells us the Bible is His Word?   

(i)  He claims to have given it:  “Thus says the Lord.” 

(ii)  Jesus treats the OT as God’s Word:   

(a)  His appeal to Scripture as the authoritative Word of God to which He 

must submit:  “And the tempter came and said to Him, ‘If You are the 

Son of God, command that these stones become bread.’  But He 

answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but 

on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God’” (Matt. 4:3-4).   

(b)  Jesus came to fulfill the Scripture:  “Or do you think that I cannot 

appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than 

twelve legions of angels?  How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, 

which say that it must happen this way?” (Matt. 26:53-54).   

(c)  He said the Scripture cannot be broken:  “If he called them gods, to 

whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), do 

you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 

‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?” (John 

10:35-36).   

 

(iii)  He promised His Spirit to reveal His truth to His apostles.   

(a)  “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all 

the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He 

hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  He 

will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you” 

(John 16:13-14).   

(b)  Each book of the NT was written either by an apostle or close 

associate approved by an apostle.   

 

(iv)  The Spirit, through the apostles, verified the OT is God’s Word.   

(a)  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of 

God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-

17).   
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(b)  “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of 

one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 

human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Pet. 

1:20-21).   

(c)  Is the OT still the authoritative Word of God?   

 

(v)  The Spirit, through the apostles, verified that the NT is God’s Word:   

(a)  Paul, by the Spirit, calls his own writings the Word of God:  “For this 

reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word 

of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 

men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its 

work in you who believe” (1 Thes. 2:13).   

(b)  Peter calls Paul’s writings Scripture:  “And regard the patience of our 

Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to 

the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking 

in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, 

which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the 

Scriptures, to their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:15-16).   

(c)  Paul quotes Luke’s Gospel and calls it Scripture:   

(1)  “For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is 

threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages’” (1 Tim. 5:18).   

(2)  “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the 

laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep moving from house to 

house” (Luke 10:7).   

 

(vi)  “The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, 

and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man, or Church; but 

wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author thereof:  and therefore it 

is to be received, because it as the Word of God” (WCF 1.4).   

(vii)  This testimony by itself is enough to establish the fact that the Bible is 

God’s Word because it is God’s testimony to the truth.   

 

b.  What are some of the evidences the Lord gives us to show us the Bible is His 

Word?   

(i)  “We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high 

and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture, and the heavenliness of the matter, 

the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the 

parts, the scope of the whole, (which is to give all glory to God), the full 

discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, the many other 

incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments 

whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God” (WCF 

1.5).   

(ii)  The unity of the 66 books, written by 36 authors, over a period of 1600 

years, all dealing with one theme:   

(a)  “Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to 

them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke 24:27).   
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(b)  The OT points to the Savior who was to come; the NT to the Savior who 

has come.   

 

(iii)  Fulfilled prophecy:   

(a)  Christ is the seed of the woman who crushed the head of the serpent:   

(1)  “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall 

bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

(2)  “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is 

called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was 

thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him” 

(Rev. 12:9).   

 

(b)  He is the seed of Abraham through whom all the nations have been 

blessed:   

(1)  “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you 

have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:18).   

(2)  “The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 

faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the 

nations will be blessed in you’” (Gal. 3:8).   

 

(c)  He would be born of a virgin:   

(1)  “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  Behold, a virgin 

will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name 

Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14).   

(2)  “But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived 

in her is of the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a Son; and you shall call His 

name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’  Now all this 

took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they 

shall call His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us’” 

(Matt. 1:20-23).   

 

(d)  He would be born in Bethlehem:   

(1)  “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans 

of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  His 

goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2).   

(2)  “Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was 

of the house and family of David, in order to register along with Mary, 

who was engaged to him, and was with child.  While they were there, 

the days were completed for her to give birth.  And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:4-7).   
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(e)  He would suffer, die, and be raised again:   

(1)  “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed 

for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and 

by His scourging we are healed.  All of us like sheep have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the 

iniquity of us all to fall on Him” (Isa. 53:5-6).  “Then he released 

Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him 

over to be crucified” (Matt. 27:26).   

(2)  “For dogs have surrounded me; a band of evildoers has encompassed 

me; they pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones.  

They look, they stare at me; they divide my garments among them, and 

for my clothing they cast lots” (Ps. 22:16-18).  “And when they had 

crucified Him, they divided up His garments among themselves by 

casting lots.  And sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him 

there” (Matt. 27:35-36).   

(3)  “Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will 

dwell securely.  For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will 

You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.  You will make known to 

me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right 

hand there are pleasures forever” (Ps. 16:9-11).  “The angel said to the 

women, ‘Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who has been crucified.  He is not here, for He has risen, just as He 

said.  Come, see the place where He was lying’” (Matt. 28:5-6).   

 

(iv)  Miracles.   

(v)  Men don’t write books that condemn themselves.   

(vi)  Archaeology and history.   

 

c.  How can we know without doubt that the Bible is God’s Word?   

(i)  Why do some read it and receive it as God’s Word while others don’t?   

(a)  It’s not the presence or lack of evidence or intelligence, but the 

disposition of the heart and therefore the mind.   

(b)  Those without the Spirit are spiritually blind and indisposed to light and 

truth, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and 

men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  

For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the 

Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:19-20).   

 

(ii)  But when the Spirit opens the eyes (illumination) then they see the beauty of 

God’s Word – the glory of His holiness – and are irresistibly drawn to it 

because it is God’s Word.   

(a)  “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 

all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men knows the 

thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so 

the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  Now we have 
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received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 

we may know the things freely given to us by God” (1 Cor. 2:10-12).   

(b)  “We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an 

high and reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture, and the heavenliness of 

the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the 

consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole, (which is to give all glory 

to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the 

many other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, 

are arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word 

of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the 

infallible truth, and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of 

the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the word in our hearts” (WCF 

1.5).   

 

(iii)  We don’t receive the Bible as God’s Word because the church says it is, we 

receive it as God’s Word because it is His Word.   

(iv)  What about the apocrypha?   

(a)  The apocrypha wasn’t written by a prophet or apostle, nor was it 

recognized by the OT or NT Church as God’s Word.   

(b)  It was added to the Roman canon at the Council of Trent (1545-1563).   

 

E.  Has revelation ceased?   

1.  General Revelation has not ceased.   

2.  Special Revelation has.  How do we know?   

a.  The canon of Scripture is complete:   

(i)  The canonical curse at the end of Revelation:  “I testify to everyone who 

hears the words of the prophecy of this book:  if anyone adds to them, God 

will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone 

takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take 

away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are 

written in this book” (22:18-19).   

(a)  “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take 

away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your 

God which I command you” (Deu. 4:2).   

(b)  “Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not 

add to nor take away from it” (12:32).   

 

(ii)  The perfect revelation of His will has been given:  “For we know in part 

and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be 

done away” (1 Cor. 13:9-10).   

(iii)  The foundation has been laid, “So then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 

household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole 

building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 
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in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 

Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22).   

 

b.  Theological argument:   

(i)  In Scripture, the Lord tells us what He is going to do, does it, and then 

explains what He has done.   

(ii)  He has told us Jesus was coming (OT), Jesus came and did His work 

(Gospels), He has explained what Jesus did (Acts and NT letters).   

(iii)  He has also told us what He will do in the future:   

(a)  The next great redemptive act is the Second Coming.   

(b)  Now there is silence, as there was for the 400 years following the 

completion of the OT Scripture while waiting for His first coming.   


