
“The Wisdom from Above” 
(James 3:13-18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  James is contrasting the wisdom from above, with that which is from below.   
a.  He appears to be doing this in the context of who is really qualified to teach.   

(i)  Again, there are those called to this by the Lord, but all of us have some 
responsibility in this area.   

(ii)  But in order to do it effectively – in a way that will accomplish what God 
wants – some things must be true of us.   

 
b.  We must have this wisdom from above.   

(i)  James is helping us to see, by way of contrast, what this wisdom is and 
what it does.   

(ii)  Negatively, it is not motivated by bitter jealousy and selfish ambition.   
(a)  It is not driven by the desire to outdo others, or to have authority over 

them.   
(b)  Neither is it motivated by the desire to put self in the limelight.   
(c)  These “fertilizers” always produce the fruits of division, disorder and 

– as James tells us – every evil thing.   
(d)  They use and destroy God’s people, rather than building them up.   
 

(iii)  Instead, our hearts need to be fueled by godly wisdom.   
(a)  A holy, humble heart will produce what God wants.   
(b)  It will plant the seeds that bear righteousness.   
(c)  They will be planted in peace and produce the fruit of peace.   

 
2.  This is just another way of showing us the fruits of conversion.   

a.  Before we were in Christ, we were the children of this world.   
(i)  We were bound in sin.    
(ii)  We were unmerciful, unforgiving, self-seeking.   

 
b.  But when God’s grace came into our lives, it changed our hearts.   

(i)  It broke the power of sin.   
(ii)  It replaced bitterness with forgiveness and mercy.   
(iii)  It took self off the throne and put Christ there.   
(iv)  Now our desire is to be like Christ and bring honor to Him.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This brings us to this evening’s topic:  the wisdom from above.   

a.  If we truly have God’s truth in our minds, and His Spirit in our hearts, this is 
what we will really want to see in our lives.   

b.  This is what we will be striving for.   
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c.  In essence, we will want to be more like Christ.   
d.  And we will become more like Him.   

 
2.  Tonight, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  What the attributes/characteristics are of godly wisdom/the wisdom from 
above.   

b.  What the fruits are that are produced by this wisdom.   
c.  In short, we’ll want to see what grace/God’s Holy Spirit does within us and 

what He bears through us.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what are the characteristics that the wisdom from above/the Spirit of God 
works in us?   
1.  As we survey these, let’s consider two things:   

a.  That we should be looking for these things in ourselves.   
(i)  If we are converted, these attributes will be there.   

(a)  It is the fruit of the Spirit; James almost reads like Galatians 5.   
(b)  This is godly love.   
(c)  These things won’t be perfected.   
(d)  But they will be there.   
 

(ii)  This is the evidence that the Spirit of God lives in our hearts.   
 
b.  And secondly, we should be striving to become more like this.   

(i)  We should be putting bitterness and selfishness to death.   
(ii)  We should be growing more into the image of Christ.   
(iii)  This is what we’ll want more of in our lives.   

 
2.  What are the characteristics of the wisdom from above:  what does the Spirit 

produce in our hearts – what are the components of the image of Christ 
according to James?   
1.  It is pure.   

a.  The word means holy, chaste, innocent.   
b.  Paul uses the word to refer to our condition as the bride of Christ:  “For I 

am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one 
husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 
11:2).   

c.  He uses it to refer to the things we should be meditating on as Christians, 
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these 
things” (Phil. 4:8).   

d.  John, on what we should be striving for in our own lives if we hope one 
day to be with Christ, “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:3).   
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2.  It is peaceable.   
a.  This word means peaceful, or free from worry.  
b.  It is used only one other place in Scripture:  as the fruit of God’s 

discipline, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness” (Heb. 12:11).   

c.  Discipline takes away the anxiety of judgment, for it shows we are the 
Lord’s and He has taken our sin away.   

d.  It also causes us to stop bearing the dividing fruits of sin and to sow the 
unifying fruits of righteousness, in our own lives and in the lives of others.   

e.  Godly wisdom trusts in the Lord, is not anxious, does not worry that we 
won’t succeed, or gain recognition.   

f.  It finds rest in Christ, in His righteousness, and in the righteous works He 
bears through us.   

 
3.  It is gentle.   

a.  Means to be kind, forbearing, considerate – something that is lost in the 
lives of so many today, even Christians.   

b.  This is to be a part of every Christian’s life, “Let your gentle spirit be 
known to all men.  The Lord is near” (Phil. 4:5).   

c.  Especially of elders, “Not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 
peaceable, free from the love of money” (1 Tim. 3:3).   

d.  A gentle spirit, that takes into account the feelings of others, that considers 
how what you do affects them, is rare.   

e.  But it is a part of the package of holy love – the wisdom from above.   
 
4.  It is reasonable.   

a.  Meaning open to reason, able to be easily persuaded – not of something 
false, but of one’s own faults – willing to listen and consider.   

b.  In others words, is not close-hearted and minded, but open to the 
possibility of error.   

c.  Is willing to be convinced of faults that are truly there.   
 
5.  It is full of mercy.   

a.  Means compassion, pity, sympathy – is moved by the afflictions of 
another.   

b.  Jesus tells us, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” 
(Matt. 5:7).   

c.  It is the one who shows mercy who is really a neighbor (Luke 10:37).   
d.  Our Lord desires compassion/mercy, more than sacrifice (Matt. 9:13; 

12:7).   
e.  The fruit of the Spirit – one of the motions of love in our hearts – is mercy 

in our lives.   
 
6.  It is unwavering.   



4 

a.  Meaning either to be unshakeable; or impartial, free from prejudice or 
favoritism.   

b.  If the former, then unwavering in its commitment to God and His will.   
c.  If the latter, perhaps unwavering in its liability to be swayed unjustly.   
d.  Both are similar.   

 
7.  Finally, it is without hypocrisy.   

a.  Meaning sincere, genuine, without pretense or show.   
b.  We are commanded to be genuine in our love for one another, and not just 

put on a mask:  “Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling 
to what is good” (Rom. 12:9; cf. 2 Cor. 6:6; 1 Pet. 1:22).   

c.  The faith we hold in our Lord Jesus, we are to hold sincerely, again, not 
just putting on an act for others:  Paul told Timothy with regard to his 
pastoral duties, “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and a sincere faith” (1 Tim. 1:5; cf. 2 Tim. 1:5).   

d.  Here’s another area where many fail.   
(i)  We try to appear stronger than we are, more certain and sure of the 

invisible things of faith, when in reality, we can barely see them and 
hold onto them because we have such weak faith.   

(ii)  We act as though we love others more than we do, when we really 
don’t feel that strongly.   

(iii)  We need to be genuine, and if we are genuinely weak in faith and 
love, we need to seek more of His Spirit to warm our hearts.   

 
B.  Second, what are the fruits that the wisdom from above/the Holy Spirit bears 

through us?   
1.  Good behavior/deeds in the gentleness of wisdom (v. 13).   

a.  A life conforming to the image of Christ:  obedience to the Law.   
b.  A gentleness about us, like Christ’s:  Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who are 

weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matt. 11:28-29).   

 
2.  Full of mercy and good fruits (v. 17).   

a.  Mercy is one aspect of love reaching out to help others, either in forgiveness 
or showing compassion to those in need.   

b.  Good fruits are generic to refer to every godly characteristic and deed that 
can be produced by the Spirit.   

 
3.  Doing what is right peaceably, while seeking peace (v. 18).   

a.  James says literally in verse 18, “And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace.”   

b.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 
God” (Matt. 5:9).   
(i)  God is a God of peace (Rom. 15:33).   
(ii)  The Lord has a vested interest in the unity of His people.  He desires 

peace.   
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(iii)  The devil desires to tear us apart – this is what the wisdom from below 
brings, as we saw this morning.   

(iv)  Those who try to bring peace, in the way God prescribes, are doing what 
He desires.   

(v)  Sometimes, in seeking peace to accomplish God’s will, we need to say 
and do things that could potentially cause division [such as Luther] – but if 
it is God’s truth, it will only create division if it is reacted to in an ungodly 
way.   

(vi)  But our goal must be to bring peace God’s way.   
 

III.  Application:   
A.  And so what is in your heart?   

1.  Do you find these godly characteristics, even if only imperfectly?   
a.  Is there moral purity?   
b.  Peace in knowing your sins are forgiven, trusting in God; a desire for peace 

among God’s people?   
c.  Gentleness, kindness, forbearance, considerateness?   
d.  Are you easy to be reasoned with, admit your faults readily, willing to listen 

to someone convince you of error?   
e.  Are you merciful, willing to forgive those who have offended you when they 

seek your forgiveness; desiring to be reconciled with those who don’t; willing 
to do good to those in need?   

f.  Are you steadfast in your devotion and service to the Lord?   
g.  And is the faith and love you display what you really experience?  Are you 

genuine, sincere?   
 

2.  Or do you find only the wisdom from below?   
a.  Bitter jealousy, selfish ambition.   
b.  Your life is a façade, an act to impress others so that they can jump on your 

bandwagon?   
 
B.   And what kind of fruit does your life produce?   

1.  Is the gentleness of godly wisdom producing the fruit of peace?   
2.  Or is the jealousy and ambition in you producing the fruit of division and 

disorder?   
3.  James asks us today, Are you wise and understanding?  Show through your 

good behavior, your good deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.   
4.  We can claim that we are wise, but unless these godly fruits of wisdom are 

present in our lives, we aren’t.   
a.  We still need to learn Christ.   
b.  If that is your situation, come to Christ, take His yoke on yourself, learn of 

Him, He is gentle and humble of heart.   
c.  Trust in Christ and be saved.   
 

5.  But if you are wise, evidenced by a life bringing forth these fruits, then praise 
God and seek more to abound in these fruits.  Amen.   


