
“The Whole Counsel of God” 
(Acts 20:13-27)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last Lord’s Day, we considered the encouragements the Lord gives us on a 
week to week basis in our spiritual warfare.   
a.  In spite of the opposition, the Lord is building His church:  Paul met and 

worshipped with the church at Troas, a church that wasn’t there his first time 
through.   

b.  They met on the first day of the week – the day of our Lord’s resurrection – 
which was not only set aside to be a day of worship – according to the fourth 
commandment – but which foreshadows the day when we will enter into our 
eternal rest because of what the Lord has done.   

c.  They met to “break the bread” or to celebrate the Lord’s Supper – a reminder 
to them of the provision the Lord has made for every one of their needs – 
especially, the eternal security of their souls from their greatest enemies:  
death and hell.   

d.  Paul preached – according to God’s own appointment – to bring these truths 
home to their hearts with authority.   

e.  And the Lord further confirmed the reality of these truths by His miracle of 
raising Eutychus from the dead.   

 
2.  The warfare that we as Christians must face is not easy; but the Lord has made 

every possible provision for us that we may fight and win.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see Paul press forward as he heads toward Jerusalem.   
a.  “But we, going ahead to the ship, set sail for Assos, intending from there to 

take Paul on board; for so he had arranged it, intending himself to go by 
land” (v. 13).   
(i)  Luke, along with Paul’s other companions, sailed from Troas to Assos, 

where they were to pick up Paul.   
(ii)  Apparently, Paul made the trip by foot while the other sailed (both are on 

the coast).   
(iii)  Why did he do this?  Perhaps to minister the Gospel to saints and sinners 

along the way.  He never seems to have passed up an opportunity.   
 

b.  Paul went on board the ship at Assos, and from there they went to Mitylene, 
Chios, Samos, and then to Miletus (vv. 14-15).   
(i)  These cities were all on the eastern coast of modern day Turkey.   
(ii)  Paul passed by Ephesus, not wanting to spend time in Asia – probably 

because the temptation to spend time there and minister to the saints 
would keep him from arriving at Jerusalem for the day of Pentecost, where 
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many Jews would be gathered together for the feast, giving him the 
opportunity to minister the Gospel (v. 16).   

 
c.  And “from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the 

church” (v. 17).   
(i)  He may not have wanted to arrive too late in Jerusalem, but he also didn’t 

want to lose the opportunity to minister to the saints at Ephesus.   
(ii)  He called for the elders of the church, since by ministering to them he 

could minister to the saints.   
(iii)  He was simply using the chain of command.   

(a)  By ministering to children, we feed them for a few moments.   
(b)  But by ministering to their parents, we give them the means to teach 

and instruct their children, doing them far more good.   
 

2.  It’s Paul’s ministry to the Ephesian elders we want to focus on now.   
a.  Paul recounts his own life as an example and encouragement to them.   
b.  And he points to three things:   

(i)  His example of faithful and sincere service to Christ.   
(ii)  His example of self-sacrifice.   
(iii)  And his example of willingness to declare all of God’s truth.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, He presents them with his own example of faithfulness.   
1.  In his humility:  “And when they had come to him, he said to them, ‘You 

yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you 
the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility” (vv. 18-19).   
a.  No one could do what Paul did, if he wasn’t humble.   
b.  It’s difficult on the one hand not to become conceited among those who 

appreciate you, and on the other not to crumble under the pressure of being 
despised by those who hate you.   

c.  The only way to endure both is humility:   
(i)  To know we are not the ones doing the good, but Christ is through us.   
(ii)  And to know with respect to our being hated by others that we don’t 

deserve anything better, and that it is an honor to suffer in our Lord’s 
place.   

 
d.  Paul was able to do what he did through humility, following his Lord.   

 
2.  Second, in his sincerity: “and with tears” (v. 19).   

a.  Paul’s tears were not brought through physical pain, but emotional.   
b.  We’re only moved to tears when something we really care about is 

threatened.   
c.  Paul cared about Christ’s call, about the church and her welfare, that the elect 

be gathered in, and so the constant burden of these things often brought him 
to tears.   
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3.  Third, in his suffering:  “and with trials which came upon me through the plots 
of the Jews” (v. 19).   
a.  Again, he was hated by the Jews – they often plotted to arrest and/or kill him.   
b.  It isn’t easy to be the object of such hatred, but Paul was willing to do this for 

Christ.   
 
4.  Fourth, in his teaching:  “How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything 

that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 
solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ” (vv. 20-21).   
a.  This was the number one reason the Jews hated him – he wasn’t willing to 

compromise the truth.   
b.  Paul was willing to proclaim it in any venue – whether publicly or privately – 

and to solemnly testify to anyone at any time what they needed to hear.   
c.  Many of the Jews might have accepted him if he had at least preached Christ 

plus the Ceremonial Law – as the Judaizers did – but Paul wouldn’t 
compromise the truth for the sake of Christ.   

d.  And so he preached to all men that they must give up their sins and turn to 
Christ in faith, and in faith alone.   

 
5.  Why did Paul say these things to the elders?   

a.  Because he wanted to boast?  Because he couldn’t stand the idea of anyone 
outdoing him?  No.  But that his example of following Christ might 
encourage them to do the same.   

b.  He wanted to encourage them so that they would encourage their people to 
do the same.   

c.  And God set this down to writing so that we would also be exhorted to do the 
same:   
(i)  That we would be humble and sincere servants, who are willing to face 

whatever opposition we must for believing and speaking the truth.   
(ii)  This won’t make us popular – except among a very select group of 

people:  the church – but it is the way to honor Christ.   
(iii)  May the Lord help us to follow Paul’s example, as he followed Christ.   

 
B.  Paul points, second, to his example of self-sacrifice (vv. 22-25).   

1.  He told them he was on his way to Jerusalem, not knowing precisely what will 
happen, but that there will be bonds and afflictions (vv. 22-24).   
a.  The Spirit revealed this to him, to prepare him.   
b.  Though he is going to Jerusalem to testify of the Gospel to the Jews – since 

Pentecost provides him with a wonderful opportunity (it is the time of the 
feast:  Pentecost, coming fifty days after Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread) – the Lord has revealed to him that there he will be 
arrested; he will be afflicted.   

c.  Like his Lord, he knows there is suffering ahead, but he still presses forward.   
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2.  But that doesn’t matter because he is willing to pay the ultimate price for his 
obedience.  “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so 
that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God” (v. 24).   
a.  Finishing the race – completing the ministry the Lord had given him:  to 

testify solemnly of the Gospel of the grace of God (as opposed to the works 
system of the Jews) – was more important than saving his life.   

b.  And if he is willing to pay with his life, how much more all his comforts, 
such as the loss of fellowship with friends, “And now, behold, I know that all 
of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see 
my face” (v. 25).   

 
3.  We struggle so often with the possibility of suffering.   

a.  There are certain things we just don’t want to do or risk because we might be 
ridiculed or injured in some way.  Paul knew this was coming, but still went 
forward.   

b.  How is this possible?  We must be willing to pay the ultimate price upfront:  
We must pick up our crosses as Paul did (who was following Christ’s 
example), we must count ourselves as having died with Christ already, so that 
if He wills that we lay down our lives, we will be willing because we already 
have.   

 
C.  Finally, Paul points to his own example of willingness to preach the whole counsel 

of God:   “Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all 
men.  For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God” (vv. 
26-27).   
1.  Note first that Paul says he is free from the blood of all men.   

a.  He means from being responsible for their death – for their ending up in hell.   
b.  He appears to be alluding to Ezekiel’s watchman – Jesus Christ appointed 

him to carry His message to the Jews and Gentiles, to warn them that if they 
do not repent and believe, they will perish.   

c.  This is what Paul did:  He did not shrink back from declaring the whole 
counsel of God.   
(i)  Paul did not hold back from preaching to Jew and Gentile of their need of 

repentance and faith.   
(ii)  He was not afraid to tell the Jew that circumcision and the Law was not 

enough.   
(iii)  He was not afraid to tell the Gentile that they must forsake their idols 

and trust in the Lord.   
(iv)  These are the main things in view here, but certainly it includes 

everything the Lord says that would be profitable for them to hear:  Paul 
didn’t hold anything back for the sake of preserving his popularity (of 
which we’ve already seen that he had none – at least among this 
audience).   
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2.  Application:   
a.  How many ministers today refuse to tell it like it is for fear of losing their 

congregation?   
(i)  Too many are concerned more with numbers than with honoring God.   
(ii)  They don’t want to preach the difficult truths, because it turns people off.   
(iii)  One prominent church in our community a few years back decided not 

to preach any longer about the blood of Christ since it turns people off.   
(iv)  I heard of another example, just the opposite, where the pastor began 

preaching God’s truth more accurately and lost most of his congregation.  
There is no virtue in forcing people out with the truth, but in preaching the 
truth to God’s people in a humble and accurate way.   

(v)  God’s Word is not always easy and pleasant to listen to, but it is good for 
us, and we need to hear it.   

 
b.  How many of us as parents do the same?   

(i)  Our children might not want to hear God’s truth, but they need to hear it 
and we need to speak it if we’re going to be faithful.   

(ii)  We need to be more concerned that we don’t offend God than that we 
don’t offend our children by telling them things they may not want to hear.   

 
c.  And what about our neighbors?   

(i)  We may be holding back telling them the truth because we’re afraid of 
how they might react.   

(ii)  But if we continue to do so, they may perish and we may be responsible 
for their death – their blood could be on our hands.   

 
d.  And so let’s be exhorted through this text this morning:   

(i)  To count ourselves as already having died with Christ so that we will not 
be afraid to press forward, even if we know we’re going to suffer for it.   

(ii)  And to be willing to tell our children and those we have opportunity to 
minister to the whole counsel of God, so that they might escape the 
coming wrath; and so that if they choose not to listen, we won’t be partly 
responsible for their destruction.  Amen.   


